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ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR. 



It wm Bome time, if I recollect rig^ht, in the early put 
«f the fair of I8O89 that a stranger applied for lodging* 
at the Independent Columbian Hotel in Mulberry Street 
of which I am Landlord. He was a small, brisk-looking 
old gentleman, dressed in a rnsty black coat, a pair of 
olive velvet breeches, and a small cocked hat. He had a 
few gprey hairs plaited and clubbed behind, and his beard 
seemed to be of some eight-and-forty hours* growth. The 
only piece of Anery which he bore about him was a bright 
pair of square silver shoe-buckles : and all his baggage 
was contained in a pair of saddle«bags, which he carried 
under his arm. His whole appearance was something out 
of the common run ^ and my wife, who is a very shrewd 
body, at once set him down for some eminent country 
schoolmaster. 

As the Independent Columbian Hotel is a very small 
house, I was a little puzzled at Arst where to put him ; 
but my wife, who seemed taken with his looks, would 
aeeds put him in her best chamber, which is genteelly set 
off with the profiles of the whole family, done in binck, 
by those two great paintert) Jarna VDAV)^tfA\%»^^'ai<^ 
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mands a vecy pleasant view of the new grounds on the 
Collect^ together with the rear of the Poor-House and 
Bridewell, and the full front of the Hospital ; so that it is 
the cheerfuUest room in the whole house. 

During the whole time that he staid with us, w« found 
him a very worthy good sort of an old gentleman, though 
a little queer in his ways. He would keep in his room for 
days together, and if any of the children cried or made 
a noise about his door, he would bounce out in a great 
passion, with his hands full of papers, and say sometliing 
about ** deranging his ideas ^" which made my wife believe 
sometimes that he was not altogether compos. ludeed 
there was more than one reason to make her think so, for 
his room was always covered with scraps of paper and r.'d 
mouldy books, lying about at sixes and sevens, which be 
never would let any body touch -, for he said he liad laid 
them all away in their proper places, so tliat he might 
know where to find them ; though, for that matter, he 
wai» half his time worrying about the house in search of 
some book or writing which he had carefully put out of the 
way. 1 shall never forget what a pother he once mad' 
because my wife cleaned out his room when his back v 
turned, and put every thing to rights j for he swor 
would never be able to get his papers in order agai 
twelvemonth. Upon this my wife ventured to as 
what he did with so many books and papers ? anr 
lier, that he was ** seeking for immoiiality;** wh 
her think more than ever, that the poor old * 
liead was a little cracked. 

He was a very inquisitive body, and wb 

M mu coatinutdly pok\o% about towi * 



what eke could he have ^ne ?— • questiou which, most 
•ocralically, shuts out »(t furtlmr dispute. 

Laying aside, therefore^ all the coujectures abore men. 
fioned, with a multitude of others equalTy satisfactory, ( 
ihall tafte fat gnmted the tutj^^ar opinion, that Ameiica 
fraa discovered on the I2th of October, 14^ by ClWhtto- 
▼allo Colon, a Genoese, who has been clumsily nickuamed 
Columbus^ but for what reason I cannot diseeiu. Of the 
▼oyages and adventures of this Colon, I shall say nothings 
•eeingf that they ai-e already 'sufficiently known. Nor 
■hall 1 undertake to prove that this' country should have 
been caHed Colonial aftei* bis name, that being notoriously 
■elf-evident. 

Having thus hflppily got my readers on this side of the 
Atlantic, t picture them to myself^ all impatient to enter 
ttpoB the einoyment of the land of promise, and in full 
expectation that 1 will immediately deliver it iuto their poi- 
•ession. but if I dit, may I ever forfeit the reputaiiun of 
a regular bred historian. No-^ho— most curious and 
Ibrice leai*ned readers (for thrice learned ye are if ye hav6 
read all that has gone oefore, and nine times learned shall 
ye be if ye read that comes after), we have yet a world of 
work before us. Think you the first discoverers of this 
C|ir quarter of the globe had nothing to do but go on shore 
and find a country ready laid out and cultivated tike a 
garden, wherein they might revel at their ease ? No such 
thing<^they had forests to cut down, underwood to grub 
vp, marshes to drain^ and savages to exterminate. 

In like manner I have sundry doubts to clear away* 
questions to resolve^ and paradoxes to explain, before i 
permit yon to range at random ; but these di£Bculties onoe 
overcome, we shall be enabled to jog on right merrilf 
through the rest of onr history. Thus my work shall, in 
a manner, echo the nature of the subject, in the same 
manner as the sound of poetry has been found bv certaia 
shrewd critics to echo the sense— thb oeiog an improve* 
asent in history, which I claim the merit of bMfip|| 
lavcnted. 
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e librariaoy who replied, ia his dry way, that he wat one 
the Literati; which she supposed to mean some new 

arty in politics. I scorn to pafth a lodger for his pay, so 

let day after day pass on without dunning the old gentle- 
nan for a farthing : but my wife, who always takes these 
matters on herself, and is, as I said, a shrewd kind of a 
woman, at last got out of patience, and hinted, that she 
thought it high time << some people should have a sight 
of some people*8 money.** To which the old gentleman 
replied in a mighty touchy manner, that she need not 
make herself uneasy, for that he had a treasure there 
(pointing to his saddle-bags) worth her whole house put 
together. This was the only answer we could ever get 
from him \ and as my wife, by some of those odd ways in 
whidi women find out every thing, learnt that he was of 
rery great connexions, being related to the Knickerbockers 
of Scaghtikoke, and cousin-german to the Congress-man 
of that name, she did not like to treat him uncivilly. 
What is more, she even offered, merely by way of making 
things easy, to let him live scot-free, If he would tead 
the children their letters ; and to try her best and get tb 
neighbours to send their children also : but the old gentl 
man took it in such dudgeon, and seemed so affronted 
being taken for a schoolmaster, that she never dared sp' 
on the subject again. 

About two months ago, he went out of a morning 
a bundle in his hand— and has never been heard of 
All kinds of inquiries were made after him, but 
1 wrote to his relations at Scaghtikoke, but they 

opwer, that he bad not been there since the v 
liM, when he had a great dispute with the Cc 
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fcaire already been touched upon in my last chapter. The 
claimanti next in celebrity are the descendaotsof AbrahatQ. 
Thus Chribtoval Colon (vulgarly called Columbus), whea 
lie first discoTered the gold mines of Hispaniola,— imme- 
diately concluded, with a shrewdness that would have done 
honour to a philosopher, that he had found the ancient 
Ophir, from whence Solomon procured the gold for 
embellishing the temple at Jerusalem : nay, Colon even 
imagined that he saw the remains of furnaces of veritable 
Heliraic construction, employed in refining the precious ore. 

So golden a conjecture, tinctured with such fascinating 
extravagance, was too tempting not to be immediately 
•napped at by the gudgeons of learning j and accordingly, 
there were divers profound writers ready to swear to its 
correctness, and to bring in their usual load of authorities 
and wise surmises, whei*ewithal to prop it up. Vatablus 
and Robertus Stephens declared nothing could be more 
clear : Arius Montanus, without the least hesitation, as- 
serts that Mexico was the true Opliir, and the Jews the 
early settlers of the country ; while Possevin, Becan, and 
seversi other sagacious writers, lug in a supposed pro- 
phecy of die fourth book of Esdras, which being inserted 
in the mighty hypothesis, like the key-stone of an arch, 
gives it, in their opinion, perpetual durability. 

Scarce, however, have they completed their goodly 
superstructure, than in trudges a phalanx of opposite 
Authors, with Hans de Laet, the great Dutchman, at their 
bead ; and at one blow tumbles the whole fabric about 
their ears. Hans, in fact, contradicts outright all the 
Israelitish claims to the first settlements of this country, 
attrilniting all those equivocal symptoms, and ti-aocs of 
Christianity and Judaism, which have been said to be 
found in divers provinces of the New World, to the />eoi7, 
who has always affected to counterfeit the worship of the 
tnie Deity. ** A remark,*^ says the knowing old Padre 
d*Acosta, *' made by all good authors who have spoken 
of the religion of nations newly discovered, and founded 
besides on the authority of the jaihers of ike churchy 

Some writers again, among whom it is with «;cea.\. x^i^vN. 

lam compelled to menl'iuw Lovez ^0(0\sax«^ %xA^>»»:^ 

deJLeri, insinuate that the Canaan\VeA \>e\\i% ^\\NCTw\t«« 

the Imnd of promise by the Jew*, ^we sco-tA. N«Vy\v «^^ 

JfMoic, that they fled, without \ooV\u%VK3bAxA \»«s^ 
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■Mij^pinf to ttfk« bnath, they ftmod tlwMitKwg tgl^ k 
AncricB. A« Ihey bro«ffat netthcr tfmr MttoMi !•». 
fVBfe, mamicri^ nor fratore* wilb tbem, it » ivppoMd 
tlwy left them behind in the hurry vf Ihetr flight. 1 cui- 
•ot gi^e my faith to thii opinian. 

' I pan over the sap position of tne learned GrotiiMy who 
beinr both an amIiaMador and a Dutehman to boot, ii 
entitled to great reapect ; that North America was peo- 
pled by a strolling company of Norwegians^ and that 
Peru was founded by a colony from China— -Manco, or 
Mungo CapaC) the first Incas, being himself a Cliinese. 
Nor shall I more than barely mention, that fatlier Kir. 
cher aecritifs the settlement of America to the Egyptians^ 
Badbeck to the Scandinarians, Charron to the Gauliy 
Jvffredues Pteri to a skaiting party from Prisekmd, Milim 
to the Celta, Marinocus the Sicilian to the Romans, Le 
Corate to the Phcenicinns, Portcl to the Moor^ Martiii 
d*Agleria to the AbyMinians, together with the sage surmisft 
of Ue Laet, that Englaud, Ireland, and the Orcades, VMf 
eoatend for that honour. 

Nor will I bestow any more attetition or credit to the 
Idea that America is the fairy region of Zipangri, described 
by that dreaming traveller Marco Polo the Venetian ; oi 
that it comprises the visionary island of Atlantis, describor 
by Plato. Neither n^iVI I stop to investigate the Iieatheni» 
assertion of Paracelsus, that eadi hemlsphtTe of the glot 
was originally furnished with an Adam and Gve ; or tf 
more flattering opinion of Dr. Roitmytie, mippoited ' 
teany namelesa authorities, tlmt Adam wiis of the lod9 
race ; or the rtaftlmg conjecture of Buffbn, Helvetf 
and Darwin, so highly honourable to mankhid, that 
whole human species is accidentally descended fixn 
rcMiarkaMe family of the monkeys ! 

This last conjecture, I must own, chtn€ upon tat 
suddenly and rery ungraciously. I have often befadk 
clown in a pantomine, while gazing in ftfnpid wonk 
the extravagont gambols of a harlequin, all at oncf 
trified by a sudden stroke of the wooden sword acno 
thoulders. Little did I think at such times that it 
ever fh II to my lot to be treated with equal disco 
l»d that while 1 was quietly beholdltig these gr&vC 
eftmlatiug iht eccentric trangfhratationt 
o/ paaicmiMe, Ihry wotiM on cl mddttk tMt\ 
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up to tbe residence of bis relations at Scaghtikoke. On 
his way thither he stopped for some days at Albany, for 
which city be is known to have entertained a great partia* 
lity. He found it, however, considerably altered, and waa 
much concerned at the inroads and improvements which 
the Yankees were making, and the consequent decline of 
the good old Dutch manners. Indeed be was informed 
that these intruders were making sad innovations in all 
parts of the state ^ where they had given great trouble and 
vexation to the regular Dutch settlers, by the introduction 
of turnpike gates and country school-houses. It is said also^ 
that Mr. Knickerbocker shook his head sorrowfully at 
noticing the gradual decay of the great Vander Heydea 
palace; but was highly indignant at finding that the 
ancient Dutch church, which stood in the middle of the 
street, bad been pulled down since his last visit. 

The fame of Mr. Knickerbocker's History having reached 
even to Albany, he received much flattering attention 
from its worthy burghers j some of whom, however, pointed 
out two or three very great errors he had fallen intoy 
particularly that of suspending a lump of sugar over tbe 
Albany tea tables, which, they assured him, had been 
discountenanced for some years past. Several faroiliesy 
moreover, were somewhat piqued that their ancestors had 
not been mentioned in bis work, and showed great jealousy 
of their neighbours who had thus been distinguished} 
while the latter, it must be confessed, plumed themselvea 
vastly thereupon j considering these recordings in the light 
of letters patent of nobility, establishing their claims to 
ancestry — which, in this republicAA CQWQ&x^>Si^^'CBa^^Kxv&. 
00 Utile lolkitiide tai 
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IIm beMil^r wd Imtmaiaif of flolotti% I fell baek Ib-i 
wmaft at tlie am^Maiig cxlml of huaiBii nfcnoilf. 

If) Cfied 1 to mywl^ tKcfe foanwd iKn can wcsro whob 
•jritJMii o«t of BOthiiifry whaC wouM be their frodvctioni^ 
were they fnmitlMil wHb swbstentnil mataria l i if tbejF «•■ 
spftte Slid disfute thus ingcnionsly about sul^iecta beyond 
their kDowledge, what would be the profuudity of tlMir 
•btefration*, did they but know what ikey were talking 
about ! Should okl Rhadamanthus^ when be cemes to 
4ieide opo» tbctr eonduct while on earthy bare tbe laaat 
ideaof the oaelessReM of tbenr laboan^ be will ttodoubtedlf 
•Umo Iheaif wilb those notorioas wiaa aoen of Gotbaa[^ who 
■ilkcd a bully, twitted a rope of landy and wove » telvclk 
purse frofli a iow^a car. 

My chief surprise is^ that amonfj; tbe many writeva I 
have Boticedy no one baa atteotpCed to prove thai tUs 
country was pe op l e d from the moon— -or that the fimt^ 
bihabitauta floated krither on islands of ice, aa white hsais ' 
emi^e about tbe northern occans-'H>r thai they wsie 
eonveyed bilber by balloons, as modern aei^oaauta psns 
from Dover lo Calais— -or by witehcraft, aa Simon Magna 
posted among tbe st a rt" 'or after tbe mamier of tim 
rcmiwoed Scythtan Abaris^ wbo^ like tbe Mew EngUnd 
witches •■ fnlUblooded broemstk^ made most i<B&emti.4tf 
j o urney s on tbe bncb of a golden ariow^ gpven him by tbe 
Hyperborean Apollo. 

But there b still one mode left by wbieb this eouttry 
eeiild have been peopled^ which I have reserved for tbe 
bot^ beeauae I consider it worth all the rest} it is kf 
meMentl Speaking of the islands of Solomon, Mew- 
€hiine% and New-Holland, the profound father CbarlevoiK 
«4Me veS| << in fine, all these countries are peopled, and U 
if posnoUt some have been so by aeeideni. Now, if it 
could have happened in that manner, why might it not 
have been at the same IJai^ and by the «aine msoiu wiUi 
lAe oiker parts of the globe ?" This ingenions mode of 
deducing certain conclusions from possible premises, ia m 
improvement in syllogistic skill, and proves the good 
father superior even to Archimedes, for he caa turn the 
worM without any thing lo rest his lever upon. It is- only 
iurpnssed by tbe dexlerily wttb which the sturdy oM 
Jiauk» itf inotber plane, cuts the gordian kna H k^ Notbingf** 



^JB ht, ^iMom^^mf^ The iahaUtMito eT bodi beni. 
0^kun are ccnUiiiily Uie 4e8CfMteoti of the tame £iUiMr. 
IW rowmoii fa^ber of jaMikind .Mwived «o m^pceti onlar 
fnm HeMTon to |p!ao|]4f litt worU» amI taeoofdinglff U htm 
htum peOfUd. To hrkif this «boii4» it was nectMaiy io 
javaroonie all 4ifficultka in tl^e iray, ami iil^ Aave olw 
(heMOMTflONM/** Piovf loi^Msiaa t How do^ ba putaM 
4be herd of laborious theorists «tp the hlash, by CKplainianf 
ia five MMrds, what it has «Oit Aheai vohKuas Ao pnwve Ihey 
luiew nothiag about ! 

They have loof been picKia^ at <tbe Jock* and frettinf 
4it (the latch, but the honest fatlwrot^once unlocks the door 
4iy hiwstinf it open, and wJmw >be has «t onaeo-jwy he is at 
/nil liberty tp |iour in as many nutioni os be .pieasesu 
This proves to a demoostnitiofl that a little faety is better 
4bM a cart*load of phiktsopby, an4 » a praotioal ilbistra- 
4ioii of that scriptural pfiomise-^* By lailh -ye ahaU move 



Ftwrn all the Mithontiesrhere ciuotad, nod « variciyof 
lolhers which 1 have cousnHed* but which tame ooiiAtcd 
thnMiflh ^sar of fatifuio^ the unkeafved «i»dei>w-l ca« 
Aoly draw the foUowiog conclusiona, wbtoh, Jbrhily iiow^ 
«var, juce su0icieDt for my purpose— Fiiaty Xhnt Ahis 4»ai( 
4d the work! has octually hmn^ peophi (Q. JCl. J>.) : «a 
Mipport which we have living proofs ia Ihe tmaMwana 
tribes of Indians that inhabit it. Secondly, ThU it haa 
iiaan peopled in five hundred <li0ercint iva|i!a» aa tprovad by 
A ck>nd of authors, who from 4he ipoaittvenflst «if itheir 
Assertions, seem to have been eye-witnesses ito the facC««* 
Thirdly, That the people of Ibis coualcy had miimfiHif^ 
/aiktrst which, as it onay not he thoiijfht mMBb.lo Mmt 
credit by the common run of wadea^ the tai aw iia|r 
on the subject the better. The question therefore, i 
4a.lor ever at reat. 



CWAP. T. 

fn yflkUk lAa AMikar put* a mif^btp QfusttUm to tie irtmip 
hjf the attUtamee of the Man in ihe Moon^-fokUJk iio^ 
etUp (Uiivers ikoutandt qf peopU from great awAatmMs- 
meni, ^ui tikswite concludtt iMi Intnodufiiorjf JEhoL 

Th b writer of a hbtory maj, in some respects, be likened 
auti> an %dv«ifturoas %nigbt, iflio 4iaTinf ondcrtaken a 
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make altcntkniBy Iw lenned always in doubt wfaellwr tbey 
were for the better or Hie worse. 

After a resideuce of some time at Scaffatikoke, he begao 
to feel a stronff desire to return to New York, which he 
ever regarded with the warmest affection ; not merely 
because it was his natire city, but because he really con- 
sidered it the rery best city in the whole world. On his 
return he entered into the full eigoyment of the advantages 
of a literary reputation. He was continually importuned 
to write advertisements, petitions, hand bills, and produc- 
tions off similar import ; and, although he never meddled 
with the public papers, yet had he the credit of writing 
nnumerable essays, and smart things, that appeared on all 
subjects, and all sides of the question ; in all which he was 
cleiu'ly detected ** by his style.** 

He contracted, more&ver, a considerable debt at the 
post-office, in consequence of the numerous letters he 
received from authors and printers soliciting hb sub- 
Bcription— he was applied to by every charitable so- 
ciety for yearly donations, which he gave very cheei^fuUy/ 
considering these applications as so many compliments. 
He was once invited to a great corporation dinner ; and 
was even twice summoned to attend as a juryman at the 
court of quarter sessions. Indeed, so renowned did be 
become, that he could no long^ pry about, as formerly, in 
all holes and corners of the city, according to the bent 
of his humour, unnoticed and uninterrupted; but several 
times when he has been sauntering the streets, on his usual 
rambles of observation, equipped with his cane and cocked 
hat, the little boys at play have been known to cry, ^ there 
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goes Diedrich !^'.^t whidi-the old gentleman ieemed not a 
little pleased) looking upon these salutations in the light of 
the praises of posterity. 

In a wordy if we take into consideration all these Tarious 
honours and distiuctionsy together with an exuberant 
eulogium passed on him in the Port-Folio— (with which, we 
are toM, the old gentleman was so much overpowered that 
he was sick for two or three days) — it must be confessed 
that few authors have ever lived to receive such illustrioui 
rewards, or have so completely enjoyed in advance their own 
immortality. 

After his return from Scaghtikoke, Mr. Knickerbocker 
took up his residence at a little rural retreat, which the 
Stnyvesants had granted him on the family domain, in 
gratitude for their honourable mention of their ancestor. It 
was pleasantly situated on the borders of one of the salt 
marshes beyond Corlear^s Hook : subject, indeed, to be 
occasionally overflowed, and much infested, in the summer 
time, with musquitoes ; but otherwise very i^reeabl^ pro- 
ducing abundant crops of salt-gross and bulrushes. 

Here, we are sorry to say, the good old gentleman fell 
dangerously ill of a fever, occasioned by the neighbouring 
marshes. When he found his end approaching, he disposed 
of his worldly affairs, leaving the bulk of his fortune to the 
New- York Historical Society: his Hiedelburg Catechism, 
and Vander Donck*B work, to the City Dbrary ; and his 
saddle-bags to Mr. Handaside. He forgave all his enemies ; 
that is to say, all that bore any enmity towards him ; for as 
to himself, he declared he died in good will to all the world. 
And, after dedicating several kind messages to his relatiuns 
at Scaghtikoke, as well as to certain of oux iumV %v\ii>VMdc«^ 
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>tteb citbeoty he expfared in the flurms of his friend the 
iibnurNui* 

His remains were interred | according to his own request, 
in St. Mark*s Churchyard, close by the bones of his farou- 
fite hero, Peter Stujrresant ; and it is rumoured, that the 
Historical Society have it In mind to erect a wooden mono- 
neiit to his memory in the Bowling-green. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 



^ To rescue from oblirion the memory of former inci. 
dents, and to render a just tribute of renown to the many 
great and wonderful transactions of our Dutch progenitors^ 
Diedrich Knickerbocker, natire of the city of New-York, 
produces this historical essay.*** Like the g^reat Father of 
History whose words I have just quoted, I treat of times 
long past, over which the twilight of uncertainty bad 
already thrown its shadows, and the night of forget fulness 
was about to descend for ever. With great solicitude did 
I long behold the early history of this venerable and 
ancient city gradually slipping from our grasp, trembling 
on the lips of narrative old age, and day by day dropping 
piecemeal into the tomb. In a little while, thought 1, 
and those reverend Dutch burghers, who serve as the ' 
tottering monuments of good old times, will be gathered 
to their fathers; their children, engrossed by the 
empty pleasures or insignificant transactions of the present 
age, will neglect to treasure up the recollections of the 
past, and posterity shall search in vain for memorials of 
the days of the Patriarchs. The origin of our city will be 
buried in eternal oblivion, and even the names and achieve* 
meats of Wouter Van Twiller, William Kieft, and Peter 
Stuyvesant, be enveloped in doubt and fiction, like those 
. of Romulus and Remus, of Charlemagne, King Arthur, 
Rinaldo, and Godfrey of Bolopie. 

Determined, therefore, to avert if possible this threatened 
flUsfortune, 1 industriously set myself to work, to gathei 
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tofedier all the ftmgmeDtt of onr ancient history vhidi 
still existed, and like my revered prototype^ Herodotas, 
where no written records could be found, have endeairoured 
to continue the chain of history by well authenticated 
traditiona. 

In this arduous undertaking, which has been the sole 
iMsiness of a long and solitary life, it is incredible the 
Bomber of teamed authors I have consulted ; and all to 
bttt little purpose. Strange as it may seem, though such 
■mllitudes of excellent works have been written about thia 
CDvntry, there are none extant which give any full and 
tatisfiictory account of the early hbtory of New«York, or 
of its three first Dutch governors. I have, however, 
gained much valuable and curious matter from an elaborate 
■Mnuscript written in exceding pure and classic low 
Dutch, excepting a few errors in orthography, which was 
firand in the archives of the Stuyvesant family. Many 
legends, letters, and other documents, have 1 likewise 
gleaned in my researches among the family chests and 
lumber garrets of our respectable Dutch citizens : and I 
have gathered a host of well authenticated traditions from 
divers excellent old ladies of my acquaintance, who re- 
quested that their names might not be mentioned. Nor 
Must I neglect to acknowledge how greatly 1 have been 
assisted by that admirable and praiseworthy institution, 
the New York Historical Socibtt, to which I here 
pnbKdy return my sincere acknowledgments. 

In the conduct of this inestimable work I have adopted 
no individnai model, but on the contrary have simply con. 
iMted myself ^ith combining and concentrating thf 

rodJcDcies of the most approved ancient historians. lik 



XeBophouy I IwTe raaiBtalned the HtdMwt impurtmlkyy and 
tkie gtrictest adberence to truth throughout my history. I 
haye enriched it, aft^ the manner of Sallust, with TariooB 
characters of ancient worthiesy drawn at fail len^h and 
faithfttlly colonred. I hare seasoned it with profound 
political sfieculations like ThacydideS) sweetened it with 
the graces of sentiment like Tacitus, and infused into the 
whole the dignity, the grandeur, and magnificence of liry. 

I am aware that I shall incur the censure of numerous 
Tery learned and judicious critics^ for indulging too fre» 
quently in the bold excursiire manner of my favourite 
Herodotus. And to be candid, I hate found it impossible 
always to reiist the allurements of those pleasiog episode* 
which, like flowery banks and fragrant bowers, beset the 
dusty road of the hbtorian, and entice him to turn aside 
and refresh himself from his wayfaring, fiat 1 trust it 
will be found that I have always lesumed my staif, and 
addressed myself to my weary journey with renoyated 
spirits, so that both my readers and myself have been 
benefited by the relaxation. 

Indeed, though it has been my constant wish and aniforu 
endeayour to riyal Polybius himself, in observing the 
requuite iinity of History, yet the loose end unconnected 
manner in which many of the facts herein recorded have 
come to hand, rendered such an attempt extremely difficult. 
This difficulty was likewise increased by one of the grand 
objects contemplated in my work, which was to trace the rise 
of sundry customs and institutions in this best of cities, 
and to compare them when in the germ of inikncy with 
what they are in the present old age of knowledge and 
hDjNrovement. 
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But the chief merit oo which I valoe myself, and fonud 
my hopes for future ref^ard, is that faithful veracity with 
which 1 have compiled this iUYaluable little work ; carefully 
winnowiag; away the chaff of hypothesis, and discarding the 
tares of fable, which are too apt to spring up and choke 
the seeds of truth and wholesome knowledge.— Had I been 
anxkras to captivate the superficial throng, who skim like 
•wallows over the surface of literature j or had I been 
ankbus to commend my writings to the pampered palates 
of literary epicures— 1 might have availed myself of the 
obscurity that overshadows the infant years of our city, to 
introduce a thousand pleasing fictions. But I have 
scrupulously discarded many a pithy tale and marvellous 
adventure, whereby the drowsy air of summer indolence 
might be enthralled ; jealously maintaining that fidelity, 
gravity, and dignity, whkh should ever distinguish the 
btttorian. *<For a writer of this class,** observes an 
elegant critic, **must sustain the character of a wise 
man, writing for the instruction of posterity : one who has 
studied to inform himself well, who has pondered his 
■ubject with care, and addressed himself to our judgment 
rather than to our imagination.** 

Thrice happy, therefore, is this our renowned city, in 
having incidents worthy of swelling the theme uf hi8toi7 ; 
and doubly thrice happy is it in having such an historian 
as myself to relate them. For after all, gentle reader, 
cities of tkemteivetf and in fact empires of themselvesy ai 
nothing without an historian. It is the present narrate 
who records their prosperity as they rise^who blazoi 
forth the splendour of their noontide meridian— who pre 
ibeirSeeb}ememona\» as they totter to decay— who srat^ 
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together their scattered fragments as they rot— end who 
•iously at length collects their ashes into the mausoleum of 
his work) and rears a triumphal monument to transmit 
their renown to all succeeding ages. 

What has been the fate of many fair cities of antiquity, 
whose nameless ruins encumber the plains of Europe and 
Asia, and awaken tlie fruitless inquiry of the traveller ?— they 
have sunk into dust and silence— -they have perished from 
remembrance for want of an historian ! The philanthropist 
may weep over their desolationi— the poet may wander 
among their mouldering arches and broken columns, and 
iodulj^e the visionary flights of his fancy-— but alas ! alas ! 
the modern historian, whose pen, like my own, is doomed 
to confine itself to dull matter of fact, seeks in vain among 
their oblivious remains for some memorial that may tell 
the instructive tale of their glory and their ruin. t 

« Wars, conflagrations, deluges,** says Aristotle, << destroy 
nations, and with them all their monuments, their dis- 
coveries and their vanities.— -The torch of science has more 
tlian once been extinguislied and rekindled—- a few indi- 
viduals, who have escaped by accident, reunite the thread 
of generations.** 

I'he same sad misfortune which has happened to so many 
ancient cities will happen again, and from thesamesad cause, 
to nine- tenths of those which now flourish bn the fiice of the 
glube. With most of them the time for recording their 
history u gone by ; their origin, their foundation, together 
with the early stages of their settlement, are for ever 
buried in the rubbish of years; and the same would have 
been the rase wiih this fair portion of the earth, if I had 
nutsuatibed it from obscuril^ \\\\]i:iftNeriTi\Ok.sA V\\&%^^ 
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wild aa maoy may deem it. It has kMif beeli a tvj 
serious aod anxbus question with me, and many a time aMd 
•ft, in the course of my overwbelmin|r cares and eontri- 
▼ances for the welfare and protection of this my natbe 
planet, have I lain awake whote nifi^hts, debating in My 
mind, whether it were most probable we shouM llrrt dh- 
coyer and civilize the moon, or tlie nsoon d'mcotet attd 
civilise our f^lobe. Neither woulcl the prodifry of SKttiiig 
in the air and cruising amon^ the stars be a whif tsMfe 
astonishing and incomprehensible to as, thdm wat the 
European mystery of navigating floating ehsttes f hroMjgli the 
world of waters to the simple savaiges. We fAvt lilr<fiMly 
discovered the aii of coasting Along tiie aerilrl sbOrtw 6( 
our planet, hf means ef balloOM), as the saragei kttf,- 6f 
▼enturing along their am (Coasts in canoes ; and the dlb- 
parity between the former,- and tlie a^ristl vetvides #f the 
philosophers fVt>m the moon^ tnight not be gVcAter fhta 
that between the bcirk canevs o( the savag^i and file 
mighty ships of their di9<5cn^^er». I ntight h€ir^ ffti'rMt in 
endless chain of similar speculatiMks ; b«t lis they Vo^lfd 
be uoimp<>rtnnt to my *iibj«y;t, I atrtiMdoh th«Vn to my 
reader, particwIaHv if IM bte a pMlosop4ier, m tMatten tH^ 
worthy his attentive consideration. 

To retnrn then to my ^|k>Sit 1611— let uS sifpfKiM^ thVt 
the aerial visitants I have trtentioned, pc »S^< ( ed <yf vWtly 
aoperior krtowIHge to outselie^ ; that is t6 siry, |K )S ^ te<s ed 
of superior knowledge iA the ait of ^terftiinatiOA — Hdhl|^ 
om hippogriflcK-.-defeitded irHh hnpenetrhtrf^ armoelf-^ 
armed with cortc^Wrated sttn-besms, tfrtd protided with 
▼act engines to bvfrl enortttons nioon-sfotfes ; in Sfaiftt, tet 
«s suppose themj if our VHnitjr Wfll fNTtfiit the sopposttidh, 
m fevperior to us fa kAowl^ge, sind coineqnetftly in poirtt, 
as the EnrbpeifBS Were to tSt IrfdiMs wt^n they fii^t dis- 
covered them. All this h very possible, it b oidjr dthr 
selfosuffiriency that makes us think othei'wise; ftffd I 
warrant the poor savages, before they had any knoivlMge 
of the white men, armed in all the terrors of glitterifir 
steel and tremendous gunpowder, were as perf^fi^ 
convinced that they themselves were the wisest, the ttao^ 
virtuous, poweHVil, and perfect of created beings, as ai 
at this pfvscnt moment, the lordly inhabitants of 
EaglnAd, the Volatile populnf e of Prnrice, or evt*fi the se 
Mthfiei/ cUizchB oftm» most efAifVilenlS^ ve>\\9\c. 
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CHAP I. 

Description of the World. 

According to the best authorities, the world in which 
we dwell is a huge, opaque, reflecting, inanimate mass, 
floating in the vast ethereal ocean of infinite space. It 
has the form of an orange, being an oblate spheroid, cari- 
ously flattened at opposite parts, for the insertion of two 
imaginary poles, which are supposed to penetrate and 
onite at the centre; thus forming an axis, on which the 
mighty orange turns with a regular diurnal revolution. 

The transitions of light and darkness, whence proceed 
the alternations of day and night, are produced by thi9 
diurnal revolution successively presenting the different 
parts of the earth to the rays of the sun. The latter it 
according to the best, that is to say, the latest accounts, 
a luminous or fiery body, of a prodigious magnitude, from 
which this world is driven by a centrifugal or repelling 
power, and to which it is drawn by a centripetal or 
attractive force ; otherwise called the attraction of gravi- 
talioo} the combination, or rather the counteraction of 
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theie two oppotin|f impulses producioft a circalar ftnd 
ahnaal revolutioii. Hence result the different seasons of 
the year, yii. spring, summer, autumn, and wmter. 

This 1 believe to be the most approved modem theory 
oo the subject— though thfre be many philosophers who 
have entertained very different opinions; some too of 
IheM catitledio nudi cMert^icc l-om their fgtmX aatiquity 
and illustrious characters. Thus it was advanced by some 
of the ancient sages, that the earth was an extended plain^ 
supported by vast pillars ; and by others, that it rested oo 
the head of a snake, or the back of a huge tortoise — but 
M they did not provide a nsting plaice for either the pillars 
or the tortoise, the whole th»>ry fell to the ground^ for 
^rant ofjprop^r ftmndation. 

The DiAm ins assert, that the heavens rest upon the 
-earth, and the sun and moon swim therein like flshM tn 
the water, moving: from east to west by day, and gliding 
along the edge of the horizon to their original stations 
during the night ;* while, according to the Pauranicas of 
India, it is a vast plain, encircl^ by seven oceans of 
milk, nectar, and other delicioiis liquids ; that it is studded 
with seven mountains, and omtunented in the centre by 
a mountainous rock of ^niiAed gold ; iind that a great 
dragon occasionally swallows up the moon, which accounts 
Ibr fhe phenomena of lunar eclipses.'f 
' Besides these, and many dtber equally sage opinioDs^ we 
'have the profound conjectures of Aboul-Hassanaly, 
ton of Al khan, son Of Aly, son of Abderrahman, son of 
Abdallah, son of Masoud-«l-Hadheli, who is commonly 
called Masoudi, and surnamcd Cothbeddbi, but who 
takes the humble title of Lahebar-rasoul, which meansy 
the companion of the ambassador of God. He has written 
is universal history, entitled ** 'Mouroudge^-dhahrab ; 
OTy The Golden Meadows, and the Mines of precions 
'Stones.*^ In this valuable work he has related the his- 
tory of tbe woi'ld, from tlie creation down to the moment 
of wriliug ; which was under the Khaliphant of Mothi 
Billah, in the month Dgioumftdi-el-aoual of the 336th 
year of the Hegira or flight of the Prophet. He informs 
us that t)te earth is a huge bird^ Mecca and Medina eon* 
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of Gof the toft wwfy and Africm the l»tt. He- wiir im 11% 
moreoTcr» tlMit aa earth haa existed beiM«e tlM preMat 
(which he conaidcm a« a mere cfaickea of 7t00 yearn) 
that it haa vnderfooe <livei« ddugei^ and that, aceordinf 
to the opinioB of some well-informed Brdmuna of his aiv 
qaaiataoce^ il will he reaovaled every aeveatjF thousandth 
hasaroaam j each haxarouam cvasistuif of t%fiQ0 yeani. 

These are a few of the mtmy coatrwIictQry opiniaaM ef 
fhiloaoptierB ciMseerMiig the earthy and we ind that thii 
leai Bcd have had equal perplexity aa to the natara e# tht 
8o«. 80BM of the aaeie«t philosophers have affirmed Ihal 
kiaafvatwheelofhriHiaiit iire;*oth«rs»thatit laaNaelsr 
• asimir or sphere of traaspaseat erystal;f> and a Jthird 
chus, at the head of whom standi* Anaxagoras, maiotdiaed 
that it was aothiag bat a huge ignited aiast ti won or 
atime ladeed, he dectored the hea i>eas la he merely a 
▼aalt of itoae» and that the stara were stones whirled up^ 
waads finaa the earth, and set on ftre hy tlia Telocity of ita 
aevolntions.} But I give liUto attentiaa la the doctrioea 
•f this phiiaaophery the people of Athena hairin|i» fuMy ret 
fatad theas^ hy bnaislUng hint from their city; a coot iae 
mode of anawering naireleome duetrineai much resartcd m 
m foraHnr dnva. Anather sect of philosophers do dedhre^ 
that certain n«ry partielea enhale constantly from the earth, 
waich, conccotmtiag in a siagle point in the flrmament hy 
day, eonstitnte the san, hnt heing scattered and rambling 
about in the dark at night, eoHeet tn various points, and 
farm stars. These are regularly burnt out and extiagwitib- 
ed, not unlike lo tho lamps in onr sIreeH, nnd require a 
irmh supply ui exhaUtioas ibr the next oecaaion.^ 

It is evea recorded, that at certain remote and obscuin 
pertuds, ia couaequence of a great scarcity of fuel, the 
ami haa been completely burnt out, and sometimes nut 
rekindled (ur a BMinth at a time. A most melancholy 
drcnmatauce, the rery idea of which ga^e vast oonee. n lo 
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CHAP. f. 



in which are contained divers reasont wky a man shamld 
not write in a hurry. Also Matter Hendrick Hudaon, 
his discovery of a strange country ; and how he was 
magnificently rewarded by the munificence of their High 

Mightinesses. 

Mr fifreat grandfather by the mother*8 side, Hermanas 
Vail Clattercop, when employed to build the larg^ stone 
church at Rotterdam, which stands about three hundred 
yards to your left, after you turn off from theBoomkeysj 
and which is so conveniently constructed that all the 
zealous Christians of Rotterdam prefer slcepinflf through a 
sermon there, to any other church in the city : — my g^eat 
grandfather, I say, when employed to build that famous 
church, did in the first place send to Delft for a box of 
long pipes ; then having purchased a new spitting- box and 
a hundred- weight of the best Virginia, he sat himself down 
and did nothing for the space of three months Ibut smoke 
most laboriously. Then did he spend full three moodis 
more on trudging on foot, and voyaging in the treksclMuty 
from Rotterdam to Amsterdam-— to Delft— -to Haerlem— 
to Leyden — to the Hague — knocking his head and breaks 
ing his pipe against every church in his road. Then did 
he advance gradually nearer and nearer to Rotterdam, 
until he came in full sig^t of the identical spot, whereon 
the church was to lie built. Then did he spend three 
months longor in walking round it and round it ; contem- 
plating it, first from one point of view, and then from 
another : — now would he be paddled by it on the canaU— 
now would he peep at it through a telescope, from the 
other side of the Meuse; and now would he take a birdV 
eye glance at it, from the top of one of those gigav' 
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1% whicb protect the gates of the city. The good 

the place were on the tiptoe of expectation and 
ice — notwithstanding all the turmoil of aiy gi-eat 
ther, not a symptom of the church wa& yet to be 
ley even began to fear it would never Y«e brought 
world, bttt that its great projector would lie down 

fai labour of the mighty plan he had conceived. 
th, having occupied twelve good inonths in puffing 
Idling, and talking and walking— -having travelled 

Holland, and even taken a peep into France and 
]F— having smoked five hundred and ninety-nine 
and three hundred-weight of the best Virginia 
—my great grandfather gathered together all that 
f and industi-ious class of citizens, who prefer 
IS to any body^s business sooner tbim their own, 
nog pulled off his coat and five pair of breeches, 
need sturdily up, and laid the corner-stone of the 

in the presence of the whole multitude — just ai 
imencement of the thirteenth month, 
limilar manner, and with the example of my worthy 
r full before my eyes, have I proceeded in writing 
at authentic history. The honest Rotterdammen 
it thought my great grandfather was doing nothing 

the purpose, while be was making such a world of 
J bustle, about the building of his church j and 
r the ingenious inhabitants of this fair city will 
lionably suppose that all the preliminary chapters, 
e discovery, population, and final settlement of 
If were totally irrelevant and superfluous ; and 
t main business, the history of New York, is not 
ore advanced thau if I hsd never taken up my pen. 
ircre wise people more mistaken in their conjee- 
Id consequence of going to work slowly and deli- 
', the church came out of my grandfather^s hands, 
Jte most sumptuous, goodly, and glorious edifices 
Down world— excepting that, like our magnificent 
at Washington, it was t^egun on so grand a scale 
B good folks could not afford to finish more than 
I of it. So likewise, I trust, if evei* I am eiuibled to 
lit work on the plan I have commenced (of which, 
le truth, I som etimes have my doubts), it will be 
Ihat I have pursued the latest rules of my art, as 
fled in the writing^ of all the great American 
AS, and wrought a very lar^e UUtox^ ^>aX ^^ ^ vodSk^ 
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subject— which, now-a-days, is consideied one of the ^rett 
triumphs of historic skill.-- To proceed t!.cn with the 
thread of my story. 

Id the ever-memorable year of our Lord, 1609, on a 
Saturday morning, the five and twentieth day of March, 
old style, did that ** worthy and irrecoirerable discoverer 
(as he has justly been called) , Master Henry Hudson,** 
set sail from Holland in a stout vessel called the Hidf 
Moon, being employed by the Dutch East India Company, 
to seek a north-west passage to China. 

Henry (or, as the Dutch historians call hikn, Hendrkk) 
Hudson was a seafaring man of renown, who had learned 
to smoke tobacco under Sir Walter Raleigh, and is sAid 
to have been the first to introduce it into Holland, which 
gained him much popularity in that country, and caused 
him to find great favour in the eyes of their High Mighti- 
nesses, the lords states^general, and also of the honouraMe 
West India Company. He was a short, isquare, brawny 
old gentleman, with a double chin, a mastlflT month, and 
a broad copper nose, which was supposed in those days to 
have acquired its fiery hue from the constant neighbour- 
hood of his tobacco pipe. 

He wore a true Andrea Ferrara tucked iki a leathern 
belt, and a commodore^s cocked hat on one side of hb 
head: He was remarkable for always jerking up his 
breeches when he gave out his orders, and his voice sounded 
not unlike the brattling of a tin trumpet, owing to the 
number of hard north- westers which he haid swallowed \A 
the course of his seafaring. 

Such was Hendrick Hudson, of whom we have heftrd 
so much and know so little ; and I have been thus parti- 
cular in his description, for the benefit of modern pamten 
and statuaries, that they luay represent him as he was ; 
and not, according to their common custom, with modern 
heroes, make him look like Caesar, or Marcus Aurelius, or 
the Apollo of Belvidere. 

As chief mate and favourite companion, the commodoM 
chose Master Robert Juet, of Limehouse, in England. 
By some his name has been spelled Chetoity and ascribed 
to the circumstance of his having been the first man that 
ever chewed tobacco; but this I believe to be a'mefe 
flippancy ; more especially as certain of his pi-ogeny are 
alivins at this day, who write their names Juet. He w 
«ff Mcomnde and early school-mate of the ^reat Hudr 
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with wbon he hail «ften phiyed ftrnanl Mid sailed chip 
boats io m aeigfaboariofif pond, when they were little boys ; 
from whence it is ssid the comniodore first derived his 
bins tciwards m seaimring life. Certain it is, that the old 
people about limehonse declared Robert Juet to be ao 
unlucky urchin, prone to mischief, that would one day or 
other come to the gallows. 

He grew up as boys of that kind often grow up, a 
rambling heedless varlet, tossed about in all quai'ters of the 
world — meeting with more perils and wonders than did 
Stnbad the sailor, without growing a whit more wise, 
prudent, or ill natured. Undhnr every misfortune he com* 
tbrted himself with a quid of tobacco, and the truly philo. 
sophic maxim, that ** it will be all the same thing a hun- 
dred years hence." He was skilled in the art of carving 
anchors and true lovers* knots on the bulk-heads and 
quarter-railings, and was considered a great wit on board 
ship, in consequence of his playing pranks on every boily 
around, and now and Ihen even making a wry face at old 
Hendrick, when his back was turned. 

To this universal genius are we indebted for many 
particulars concerning this voyage, of which he wrote a 
history at the request of the commodore, who had an 
unconquerable aversion to writing himself, from having 
received so many floggings about it when at school. Tq 
supply the deficiencies of Master Juet^s journal, which is 
written with true log book brevity, I have availed myself 
of divers family traditions, handed down from my great 
great grandfather, who accompanied the expedition in the 
capacity of cabin boy. 

From all that I can learn, few tacidents worthy of 
remark happened in the voyage; and it mortifies me 
exceedingly, that 1 have to admit so noted an expedition 
into my work without making any more of it — Oh ! that 
I had die advantages of that most authentic writer of yore, 
Apollooias Rhodius, who, in his account of the famous 
Argooautic expedition, has the whole mythology at his 
dbposal, and elevates Jason and his compeers into heroes 
aad demigods; although all the world knows them to 
have been a mere gang of sheep stealers on a marauding 
expedition : or tnat I had the privileges of Dsn ilomer 
and Dan Virgil, to enliven my narrative with giants and 
Lystr^ooiaus ; to entertain onr huncbt mariners with aa 
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occasional concert of sirena and mcrmaulay and now and 
then with the raree-show of honest old Neptune and bb 
fleet of frolicsonne cruisers. But, alas ! the good old times 
have long gone by, when your waggish deities would deacend 
upon this terraqueous globe, in their own proper peraoniy 
and play their pranks upon its wondering inhabitants. 

Suffice it then to say, the voyage was proeperovs and 
tranquil — the crew being a patient people, much given to 
slumber and vacuity, and but little troubled with the dis- 
ease of thinking— .a malady of the mind, which is the snre 
breeder of discontent. Hudson had laid in abundance of 
gin and sour crout, and every man was allowed to sleep 
quietly at his post unless the wind blew. True it i% some 
slight dissatisfaction was shown on two or three occa- 
sions, 'at certain unreasonable conauct of Commodor** 
Hudson. Thus, for instancy, he forbore to shorten aail 
^hen the wind was light, and the weather serene, which 
was considered among the most experienced Dutch sea., 
men, as certain weather breeders, or prognostics, that the 
weather would change fur the worse. He acted, more, 
over, in direct contradiction to that ancient and sage rule 
of the Dutch navigators, who always took in sail at night ; 
put the helm aport, and turned in ; by which precaution 
they had a good night^s rest, were sure of knowing where 
they were the next morning, and stood but little chancft 
of running down a continent in the dark. He likewise 
prohibited the seamen from wearing more than five jackets, 
and six pair of breeches, under pretence of rendering them 
hiore alert ; and no man was permitted to go aloft, and 
nand in sails with a pipe in his mouth, as is the invariable 
Dutch custom at the present day. — All these grievances, 
•Jiongh they might ruffle for a moment the constitutional 
tranquillity of the honest Dutch tars, made but transient 
mpressions ; they eat hugely, drank profusely, and slept 
mmeasurably ; and being under the especial guidance of 
Providence, the ship was safely conducted to the coast uf 
America *, where, after sundry unimportant touchings and 
standings off and on, she at length, on the fourth day of 
September, entered that majestic bay, which at this day 
expands its ample bosom before the city of New YoH 
and which had never before been visited by any Europear 

* True it is— and I am not ig^norant of the fact, that in a cert 

apocrypUal book of voyages^ compiled by one Hacluy t, is to be fbt 

Jetter written to Francis ihe First bj one Qi\ot«\va«« c- •- 
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It has been traditionary in our (amily, that when the 
peat navigator was first blessed with a yiew o^ this 
enchanting island, he was observed, for the first and only 
time in his life, to exhibit strong symptoms of astonish- 
ment and admiration. He is said to have turned to 
Master Joet, and uttered these remarkable words, while he 
pointed towards this paradise of the new world — *^ See ! 
there !^ — and thereupon, as was always his way when he 
was uncommonly pleased, he did puff out soch clouds of 
dense tobacco smoke, that in one minute the vessel was 
oat of sight of land, and Master Juet was fain to wait until 
tlie winds dispersed thb impenetrable fog. 

It waa indeed — as my great great grandfather used to 
say-^though in truth 1 never heard him, for he died, as 
might be expected, before 1 was bom — ** It was indeed 
a spot on which the eye might have revelled for ever, in 
ever new and never ending beauties.** The island of 
Manna-hata i^Nread wide befcHre them, like some sweet 
vision of fancy, or aome fiur creation of industrious magic. 
Its bills of smiUog green swelled gently one above another, 
crowned with lofty trees of luxuriant growth ; some 
pointing fbeir tapering foliage towards the clouds, which 
were gloriously transparent ; and othei-s loaded with a 
verdant burden of clambering vines, bowing their brauches 

Verazsaai, on which Mmc writen are iDclined to foond a belief, that 
thin delightful bay had bMO visited nearly aceoiury previous to the 
voyage of the enterprising Hudson. Now this (albeit it has met 
with the countenance of certain very judicious and learned men) I 
hold in utter disbelief, and that for various good and substantial 
reasons: — First, Because, on strict examination, it will be found that 
the description given by this Verazzaui applies about as well to the 
bay of New Yon. as it does to my night cap.— Secondly, Because 
that Uus John Veraczani. for whom I already begin to feel a moat 
bitter enmitv* ia a native of Florence; and every body knows the 
crafty wile of (beae loael Florentines, by which they filched away the 
laurels from the l>rows of the immortal Colon (vulgarly <»]led 
Colnmtms), and bestowed them on their officious townsman, Amerigo 
Veapucci-Huid I make no doubt they are equally ready to rob the 
Hlustrious Hudson of the credit of discovering this beauteous Island, 
adorned by the citv of N^w-York, and placing it beside their usurped 
discoverv of South America. — And thirdiv, I award my decision ia 
fiwour of the prelennons of Hendrick Hudson, inasmuch as his expe- 
dition sailed from Holland, being truly and absolutely a Dutch 
enterprise; and though all the proofs in the world were introduced 
on the other side, 1 would set tliem at nouffht. as undeserving my 
attention. If these three reasons be not sufficient to satisfy every 
barftoer of thie ancient city, all I can My is, they are degenerate 
deceodaots from their venerable UuUVi «XkCft«\.ot\^ %x^^ VaXsi^^ 
mmwattkw ffeetveoUeof coavincxnc. *t\i«a« ^M»t^«^^>^«.>>:^^^^ 
Htmartek Hudson to bis rcnownaA ^tco^n V* WWi hVoAJ«»&«»^- 
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Co the earth, (hat was covered with flowers. On th( 
l^ntle decliyities of the hills were scattered in gay profu- 
sion, the dof^-wood, the sumach, and the wild brier, whose 
scarlet berries and white blossoms glowed brightly among 
the deep green of the surrounding foliage ; and here and 
there a curling column of smoke rising from the little glens 
that opened along the shore, seemed to promise the weary 
▼oyagers a welcome at the bauds of their fellow-creatures. 
As they stood gazing with entranced attention on the 
scene before them, a red man, crowned with featliers, 
issued from one of these glens, and after contemplating in 
silent wonder the gallant ship, as she sat like a stately 
swan swimming on a silver lake, sounded the war-whoop, 
and bounded into the woods like a wild deer, to the utter 
astonishment of the phlegmatic Dutchmen, who had never 
heard such a noise, or witnessed such a caper in their 
whole lives. 

Of tile transactions of our adventurers with the savages, 
and how the latter smoked copper pipes and ate dried 
currants ; how they brought great store of tobacco and 
oysters ; how they shot one of the ship*s crew, and how 
he was buried, I shall say nothing \ being that I consider 
them unimportant to my history. After tarrying a few 
days in the bay, in order to refresh themselves after their 
seafearing, our voyagers weighed anchor, to explore a 
mighty river which emptied into the bay. This i ivcr, it 
is said, was known among the savages by the name of the 
Shatemuck; though we are assured in an excellent little 
history published in 1674, by John Josselyn, Gent., that 
it was called the Mahegan*, and Master Richard Bloomy 
who wrote some time afterwards, asserts the same — so 
that I very much incline in favour of the opinion of these 
two honest gentlemen. Be this as it may, up this river 
did the adventurous Hendrick proceed, little doubling 
but it would turn out to be the much looked-for passage 
to China ! 

The journal goes on to make mention of divers inter- 
views between *he crew and the natives in the voyage up 
the river j but as they would be impertinent to my history 
I shall pass ovei them in silence, except the following d 
joke, played off by the old commodore and his scho* 
fellow Robert Juet ; ^hich does such vast credit td tb 

• This river ia likewise laid down in OgWvv's tEOk^^uNUxT 
^0on/i^ Montaigne, and Mauritius river. 
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experimental philoeophy, that 1 cannot refrain from insert- 
ing it. '< Oar master and his mate determined fb try some 
of the chiefe men of the counlrey, whether they had any 
trcacherie in them. So they tooke them downe into the 
cabin, and gave them so much wine and acqua vitae that 
they were all merrie ; and one of them and hip wife with 
him, whidi sate so modestly, as any of our conntrey- 
women would do in a strange place. In the end, one of 
them was drunke, which had been aboard our ship all the 
the time we had been there, and that was strange to them, 
for they could not tell how to take it *. 

Having satisfied himself by this ingenious experiment, 
that the natives were an honest, social race of jolly roysters, 
who had no object'on to a drinking bout, and were very 
merry in their cups, -the old commodore chuckled hugely 
to himself, and thrusting a double quid of tobacco in his 
cheek, directed Master Juet to have it carefully recorded, 
for the' satisfaction of all the natural philosophers of the 
university of Leyden — which done, he proceeded on his 
voyage with great self-complacency. After sailing, 
however, above a hundred miles up the rivei*, he found 
the watery world around him began to grow more 
shallow and confined, the current more rapid, and per- 
fectly fresh — phenomena not uncommon in the ascent of 
rivers, but which puzzled the honest Dutchmen prodigi- 
ously. A consultation was therefore called, and having 
deliberated full six hours, they were brought to a deter- 
mination by the ship^s running aground ; whereupon they 
unanimously concluded, that there was but little chance 
of getting tu China in that direction. A boat, however, 
was despatched to explore higher up the river, which on 
its return confirmed the opinion : upon this the ship was 
warped off and put about with great difficulty, being like 
roost of her sex, exceeding hard to govern ; and the ad- 
venturous Hudson, according to the account of my great 
great grandfather, returned down the river^-with a prodi- 
gious flea in his ear ! 

Being satisfied that there was little likelihood of getting 
to China, unless, like the blind man, he rrturned fi-om 
whence be set out, and took a fresh start, he foiihwith 
re-rroflsed the sea to Holland, where he was received with 
great welcome by the honourable East India Cyropauy, 
who were very much rejoiced to see him come back «a.Ce. 
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-^with tlwir ship ; and at a Uurf^e a«d mpectaUe neetia^ 
tif the firk mercbants and bur^mastcn of Amsterdaai) 
k was unanhDonsly determined^ that as a muniBcent 
it. w> wl for the eminent Bervices he had performed, and the 
important discovery he had made, the great river Mohegan 
■bonid be called after his name ! — aikl it continnei to he 
called Hadton river nnto thii very day. 



CHAP. II 

CmUaining an accouni nf a mighiy Ark which fioaUd 
under the protecticn of St. Nicholae from Hollimd to 
Oibbet Island-^the deicent of the strange Animals there' 
firom^^a great Victory, and a description of the andeni 

village of Communipaw. 

The delectable accounts given by the great Hudson and 
Master Juet, of the country tliey had discovered, excited 
not a little talk and speculation among the good people of 
Holland. Letters patent were granted by government to 
an association of merchants, called the West India Com- 
pany, for the exclusive trade on Hudson river, on which 
they erected a trading house called Fort Aurania, or 
Orange, from whence did spring the gieat city of AllMiny. 
But I forbear to dwell on the various commercial ainl 
colonizing enterprises which took place ; among which was 
that of Mynheer Adrian Block, who discovered and gave 
a name to Block Island, since famous for its cheese — 
and shall barely confine myself to that, which gave birth 
to this renowned city. 

It was some three or four years after the return of the 
immortal Hendrick, that a crew of honest, low, Dutch 
colonists set sail from the city of Amsterdam for the 
shores of America. It is an irreparable loss to history, 
and a great proof of the darkness of the age^ and the lament- 
able neglect of the noble art of book-making, since so 
industriously cultivated by knowing sea captains, and 
learned supercargoes, that an expedition so interesting 
and important in its results, should be passed over in 
utter silence. To my great great grandfather am I again 
hidebted for the few facts I am enabled to give concerning 
itf he baying once more embarked for this country^ with a 
a^MV feiarmiiiation, aa he said, of endm^Vna ^«.^%\irx^\^\u\ 
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of begettiDg a race of Knickerbockere that sboiikl rise to 
be grreat meo in the land. 

The ship in which these iUuBtnous adventurers set sail 
was called the Croede Vrouw, or Good Woman, in com- 
pliment to the wife of the president of the West India 
Company, who was allowed by every body (except her 
husband) to be a sweet tempered lady, when not in liquor. 
It was in truth a most f^allant vessel, of the most approved 
Dutch construction, and made by the ablest ship carpen- 
ters of Amsterdam, who, it is well known, always model 
their ships after the fair forms of their couutrywomen. 
Accurdinf^ly it had one hundred feet in the beam, one 
hundred feet in the keel, and one hundred feet from the 
bottom of the stem post to the tafierell. Like the beau- 
teous model, who was declared to be the greatest belle 
in Amsterdam, it was full in the bows, with a pair of 
enormous cat-beads, a copper bottom, and withal a most 
prodigious poop ! 

The architect, who was somewhat of a religious man, 
far from decorating the ship with pagan idols, such as 
Jupiter, Neptune, or Hercules (which heathenish abomina- 
tions, 1 have no doubt^ occasion the misfortunes and ship- 
wreck of many a noble vessel), he, I say, on the contrary, 
did laudably erect for a head, a goodly image f St. 
Nicholas, equipped with a low broad-brimmed hat, tL 
huge pair of Flemish trunk hose, and a pipe that reached 
to the end of the bowsprit. Thus gallantly furnished, the 
stanch ship floated sideways, like a majestic goose, out 
of tlie harbour of the great city of Amsterdam, and all 
the bells that were not otherwise engaged, rung a triple 
bob-major on the joyful occasion. 

My great g^reat grandfather remarks, that the voyage 
was uncommonly prosperous, for, being under the especial 
care of the ever-revered St. Nicholas, the Cfoede Vrouw 
seemed to he endowed with qualities unknown to com- 
mon vessels. Thus she made as much lee-way as head- 
way, could get along very nearly as fast with the wind 
a-head as when it was a-poop, and was particularly great 
in a calm } in consequence of which singular advantages, 
she made out to accomplish her voyage in a vei^ few 
months, and oame to anchor at the mouth of the Hudson, 
a little to east of Gibbet island *. 

* So called, because one Joneph Andrews, a mrate audvE\Mx4ies«i« 
bs0fed ia chains oo that island, Wm m Hk) « Vra^. 
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Here lifting up their eyes tliey beheld, on what is «t 
present called the Jersey shore, a small Indian ▼illaye 
pleasantly embowered in a grove of spreading clms^ and 
the natives all collected on the beach, gazing in atupid 
admiration at the Goede Vrouw. A boat was immedi- 
ately despatched to enter info a treaty with them, and 
approaching the shore^ hailed them through a trumpet ia 
the most friendly terms ; but so horribly confounded were 
these poor savages at the tremendous and uncouth sound 
of the low Dutch language, that they one and all took to 
their heels, scampered over the Bergen hills, nor did they 
stop, until they had buried themselves, head and ean^, in 
the marshes on the otbjer side, where they all miserably 
perished to a man, and their bones being collected, and 
decently covered by the Tammany Society of that day, 
formed that singular mound called Rattletnak^kUl^ whidi 
rises out of the centre of the salt mar&hes, a little to the 
cast of the Newark Causeway. 

Animated by this unlooked-for victory, our valiant 
heroes sprang ashore in triumph, took possession of the 
soil as conquerors, in the names of their High Mightinesses 
the lords states-general, and marching fearlessly forward, 
carried the village of Commitntpaio by storm, notwith- 
standing that it was vigorously defended by some half a 
score of old squaws and poppooses. On looking about 
them they were so transported with the excellencies of the 

SUftce, that they had very little doubt the blessed St. 
ficholas had guided them thither, as the rery spot wh«reon 
to settle their colony. The softness of the soil was 
wonderfully adapted to the driving of piles ; the swamps 
and mai'shes around them affoided ample opportunities 
for the constructing of dykes and dams \ the shallowness 
of the shore was peculiarly fitvourable to the building 
of docks— in a word, this spot abounded with all the 
requbites for the foundation of a great Dutch city. On 
making a faithful report, therefore, to the crew of the 
Goede Vrouw, Ihey one and all determined that this was 
the destined end of their voyage. Accordingly they 
descended from the Goede Vrouw, men, women, and 
children, in gfoodly groups, as did the animaU. ot yora 
from the ark, and foi*ni€d themselves into a >|fariving 
settlement, which they called by the Indian naidfe Cmm- 
mwUpaw* 
Ah aU the world is doublWaa v^'ccW^ aci^!iawl«d with 
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CornimniiptW) it may Kem somewhat fttperfliioin to treat 
(»f it in the presetit work ; but my readers will please to 
recollect, that notwithstandiof^ it is my chief desire to 
satisfy the present a|^ yet I write likewise for posterity, 
and hare to consult the understanding and curiosity of 
some half a score of centuries yet to come ; by which time 
perhaps, were it not for this iuyalnable history, llie great 
Communipaw, like Babylon, Carthage, Nineveh, and 
other great cities, might be perfectly extinct— sank and 
ftirgotten in its own mud — its inhabitants turned into 
oysters*, and even its situation a fertile subject of 
learned controversy and hard.headed investigation among 
mdefatigable historians. Let me then piously rescue from 
oblivion, the humble reliques of a place, which was the egg 
from whence was hatched the mighty city of New York ! '■ 

Communipaw is at present but a small village, plea- 
santly situated among rural scenery, on that l^auteoua 
part of the Jersey shore which was known in ancient 
legends by the name of Pfeivonia,'!* and commands a grand 
prospect of the superb bay of New York. It is within 
but half an hour's sail of the latter place, provided you hare 
a lair wind, and may be distinctly seen from the city. 
Nay, K is a well-known tact, which I can testify from my 
own experience, that on a dear still summer evening, yo» 
may bear from the battery of New York, the ohstrepenMM 
peals of the broad-mouthed laughter of the Dutch negroes 
at Communipaw, who, like most other negroes, are fanwna 
f«>r their risible powers. This is peculiarly the case on 
5tanday 'evenings ; when, it is remarked by an ingeniens 
and oliservant philospher, who has made great discoveriei 
in the neighbourhood of this city, that they alurays laugk 
loudest ; which he attributes to the circumstance of their 
having their holiday clothes on. 

These negroes in fact, like the monks in the dark ages, 
engross all the knowledge of the place, and being infinitely 
more adventurous and more knowing than their masters, 
carry on all the foreign trade, making frequent voyages to 
town in canoes loaded with oysters, buttermilk, and cab- 
bages. They are great astrologers, predicting the di£Rerent 
changes of the weather almost as accurate as an almanac ; 
they are moreover exqubite performers on the stringed 

* ** Msa by iiMction degenerate isto oystert."— K*iines, 
f PavMiia, in Hie ancient m»p», is fivcn to a tract of coaatrf 
c steading from Hobokea to Attlwy. 
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flddlct:— m whUUing,' they almost boast the lkr-fani«<l 
powcra of Orpheus his lyre, fur not a horse or an ox in the 
place, when at the pkmgfa or before the wagfl^on, will 
bodge a foot until be heairs the welUknown whistle of hid 
black driver and companion : a nd from their amazing 
skill in casting up accounts npon their fingers, they are 
regarded with as much veneration as were the disciples of 
Pythagoras of yore, when initiated into the sacred qnarter- 
nary of numbers. 

As to the honest burghers of Communipaw, like wise 
men and sound philosophers, they never look beyond their 
pipes, nor trouble their heads about any affairs oat of their 
immediate neighbourhood ; so that they live in profbnnd 
and enviable ignorance of all the ti-onbles, anxietleB, and 
revolutions of this distracted planet. I am even told that 
many among them do verily believe that Holland, of which 
they have heard so much from tradition, is sitni^tod aonie- 
where on Long Island — that Spiking-dnU and the Nar- 
rawsy are the two ends of the world-— that the country is 
still under the dominion of their High Mightinesses ; and 
that the city of New York still goes by tbie name Nieuw 
Amsterdam. They meet every &iturday afternoon, at the 
only tavern in the place, which t»ears as a sign, a square- 
beaded likeness of the prince of Orange; where they 
smoke a silent pipe by way of promoting social convi- 
viality, and invariably drink a mug of cider to the success 
of Admiral Von Tromp, who they imagine b still sweep- 
ing the British channel, with a broom at his mast-head. 

Ck>mmunipaw, in slioi't, is one of the numerous little 
villages in the vicinity of this most beautiful of cities, which 
are so many strong holds and fastncHses, whither the pri- 
mitive manners of our Dutch furefathers have retreated, 
and where they are cherished with devout and scrupulous 
strictness. The dress of the original settlers is bander 
down inviolate, fiom father to son—the identical broad 
brimmed hat, broad-skirted coat, and broad-bottomc 
breeches, continue from generation to generation; ar 
several gigantic knee buckles of massy silver, are still 
wear, that made such gallant display in the days of t 
patriarchs of C!ommunipaw.' The language likewise o 
tinues unadulterated by barbarous innovations ; and 
critically correct is the village schoolmaster in his dial 
that his reading of a low Dutch psalm has much the a 
tffcct on the nerves as the filing of a hanil-saw. 
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In «Jktdk Umi fifik the true Art of rnakittkig a Bargain 
— l0|9«Aer with tkt wiiraeuknu Etcape of a gmat MMro- 
poiU tfH a Fog^^amd the Biography of certain Heroee of 

CiNmiitiii^paiD. 

IlATiifOy in UMtri6iiig digrewiOD whkh coiiclu<)ed the 
last chapter, diicharged the filial duty which the city of 
New York owed to CommuDipaw as beiog^ the mother 
•ettlcmcBt \ and haring i^vra a iaithfiil picture of it as it 
ataads at present, I return with a soothinfc sentiment of 
self«pprobation, to dwell upon its early history. I1ie 
crew of the Goede Vrouw being soon reinforced by fresh 
importatioBS from Holland, the settlement went jollily on 
increasmg in magnitude and prosperity. The neighbour- 
iog Indians in a short time became accustomed to the 
uncouth sound of the Dutch langui^;^ and an intercourse 
gradually took pUce between them and the new comers. 
The Indians were much giren lo long talks, and the Dutch 
to long silence-»in this particular, therefore, they accom- 
modated each other completely. The chiefs would make 
long speeches about the big bull, the wabash, and the great 
spirit, to which the others would listen Tei*y attentively, 
smoke their pipes, and grunt yah ii^ii-A«r»-whereat the 
poor sarages were wonderously delighted. They instructed 
the new settlers in the best art of curing and smoking 
tobacco, while the Utter, in return, made them drunk with 
true Hollands— -and then learned them the art of making 
bargains. 

A brisk trade for furs was soon opened , the Dutch 
traders were scrupulously honest in their dealings, and 
purchased by weight, establishing it as an invariable table 
of avoirdupoise, that the hand of a Dutchman weighed one 
pound, and his foot two pounds. It is true, the simple 
Indians were often puzzled by the great disproportion 
between bulk and weight, for let them place a bundle of fura 
never so large, in one scale, and a Dutchman put his hand 
or foot in vSt other, the bundle was sure to kick the beam 
— nevf r was a package of furs known to weigh more than 
two pounds, in the market of Communipaw ! 

This is a tingular fiict-*but 1 have it diradCvon^^^ 
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great great grandfatlner, who had risen to coosiderable im- 
portance ia the colony, being piomoted to the office of 
weigh-master, on account of the uncommon heaviness of 
hilt foot. 

The Dutch possessiooa in this part of the globe began 
now to assume a very thriving appearance, and were com* 
prehendeil under the general title of Nieuw Nederlandts -, 
on account, as the sage Vander Donck observes, of their 
l^reat resemblance to the Dutch Netherkuidt— which 
indeed was truly remarkable, excepting that the former 
were rugged and mountainous^ and the latter level and 
marshy. About this time the tranquillity of the Dutch 
colonists was doomed to suffer a temporary intemiptioo. 
In 1614, Captain Sir Samuel Argal, sailing under a con- 
mission from Dale, governor of Virginia, vbited the Dutch 
settlements on Hudson river, and demanded their snbmia- 
sion to the English crown and Virginia dominion.— -To 
this arrogant demand, as they were in no condition to 
resist it, they submitted for the time, like discreet and 
reasonable men. ' 

it does not appear that the valiant Argal molested the 
settlement of Communipaw ; on the contrary, I am told 
thai when his vessel first hove in sig^t, the worthy burghers 
were seized with such a panic, that they fell to smoking 
their pipes with astonishing vehemem:e, insomuch thtl 
they quickly raised a cloud, which, combining with the 
surrounding woods and marshes, completely enveloped 
and concealed their beloved village ; and overhang the 
fair regions of Pavonia: — so that the terrible Captain 
Argal passed on, totally unsuspiciouR that a sturdy little 
Dutch settlement lay snugly couched in the mud, under 
cover of all this pestilent vapour. In commemoration of 
this fortunate escape, the worthy inhabitants have con- 
tinued to smoke almost without intermission unto this very 
day ; which is said to be the cause of the remarkable fog 
that often hangs over Communipaw of a clear afternoon. 

Upon the ckparture of the enemy, our magnanimoos 
ancestors took full six months to recover their wind, 
having been exceedingly discomposed by the consternation 
and hurry of affairs. They then called a council of safety^ 
to smoke over the slate of the province. After six months 
more of mature deliberation, daring which nearly fire 
Iwadred words were* spoken, and almost as much tobacco 
wag tmoked as would have servedL % c«t\»Mi vDodani 
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genefal through a whole winter^s campaign of bard drinktiigf 
it was determiued to fit out an armament of canoes, aixl 
dispatch them on a voyage of discovery, to search if perad* 
venture some more sure and formidable position m^ht not 
be found, where the colony would be less subject to vex- 
atious visitations. 

This perilous enterprise was entrusted to the superin- 
tendence of Mynheers OlofTe Van Kortlandt, AlNraban 
Hardenbroeck, Jacobus Van Zaudt, and Winant Ten 
firoeck— four indubitably great men ; but of whose his 
tory, although I have made diligent inquiry, I can learn 
but little previous to their leaving Holland. Nor need 
thb occasion much surprise, for adventurers, like prophets, 
though they make great noise abroad, have seldom much 
celebrity in their own countries j but this much is certain, 
that the overflowings and off-scourings of a country are 
invariably composed of the richest pails of the soil. And 
here I cannot help remarking how convenient it would be 
to many of our great men and great families of doubtful 
origin, could they have the privilege of the heroes of yore, 
who, whenever their origin was involved in obscurity, 
modestly announced themselves descendants from a god ^ 
and who never visited a foreign country, but what they 
told some cock and bull stories about their being kings 
and princes at home. This venial trespass on the truth, 
though it has occasionally been played off by some pseudo 
marquis, baronet, and other illustrious foreigners, in our 
land of good-natured credulity, has been completely dis- 
countenanced in this sceptical, matter-of-fact age. And 
1 even question whether any tender virgin, who was acci- 
dentally and unaccountably enriched with a bantlings 
would qave her character at parlour fire-sides and evening 
tea parties, by ascribing the phenomenon to a swan, a 
•bower of gold, or a river god. 

Thus being denied the boiefit of mythology and classic 
lisble, I should have been completely at a loss as to the 
early biography of my heroes, had not a gleam of light 
been thrown upon their origin from their namei. 

From this simple means have I been enabled to gather 
some particulars coocerBing the adventurers ia question* 
Van Ikortiandly tor instance, was one of those peripatetic 
philoaopbers, who tax Providence for a livelihoood, and like 
J>iuf eoes ciuoy a firee and unuicumbered catate ia ««>> 

9% 
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shine. He wu usually arrayed in garments saitable to 
bis fortune, being curiously fringed and (angled by the 
hand of time ; and was belmeted with an old fragment of 
a bat which had acquired the shape of a sugar loaf; and 
so far did he can^ his contempt for the adventitious dis- 
tinction of dress, that it is said, the remnant of a sairt^ 
which covered his back, and dangled like a pocket band* 
kerchief out of a hole in his breeches, was never washed, 
excepl by the bountiful showers of heaven. In this garb^ 
was he usually to be seen, sunning himself at nocmiday, 
with a herd of philosophers of the same sect, on the side 
of the great canal of Amsterdam. Like your nobility of 
Europe, he took his name of Kortlandi (or LacJLkmd) 
from his landed estate, which lay somewhere in Terra 
incognita. 

or the next of our worthies, might I have had the 
benetit of mythological assistance, the want of which I 
have just lamented, I should have made honourable 
mention, as boasting equally illustrious pedigree with the 
proudest hero of aiitif|uity. His name was Van Zandi^ 
which being freely translated, si;i;nifies from the tNri^ 
meaning, beyond a doubt, that like Triptolemus, Themis— 
the Cyclops and the Titans, he sprung from dame Terra^or 
the earth ! This supposition is strongly corroborated by hn 
size, for it is wril known that all the progeny of motbor 
earth were of a g.igantic stature ', and Van Zandt, we are 
told, was a tall raw-boned man, above six feet high — with 
an astonishingly hard head. Nor is this origin of the 
illustrious Van Zandt a whit more improbable or repugnant 
to belief, than what is related and universally admitted of 
certain of our greatest, or rather richest men j who, we are 
told with the utmost gravity, did originally spring from a 
dunghill ! 

Of the third hero, but a faint description has reached to 
this time, which mentions, that he was a sturdy, obstinate, 
burly, bustling little man ; and fiom being usually equipped 
with an old pair of buckskins, was familiarly duUbed 
Harden Broeck, or Tough Breechet. 

Ten Broeck completed this junto of adventurers. It is 

m siogular but ludicrous fact, which, were I not scmpnkNia 

ia recording the whole truVVi, 1 aVKraVd aVnoai be tempted 

4o pass over ia silence^ as VncoTn^«i.\^i^\« ViSlV ^^ %^nN^ 

»od dignity of history, tUat Uua N«oTV\ii %«oJ^bh3»sk ^£mmN^ 
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likewise hare been aickiuuned from the OMet whimsical 
part of his dress, lu fact the small clothes seem to hare 
been a very important garment in the eyes of our vieoerated 
ancestors, owing in all probability to its really being the 
largest article of raiment among them. The Barae of 
Tenbroeck or Tin Broeck, is indifferently translated mta 
Ten Breeches and Tin Breeches— -the high Dutch com- 
mentators incline to the former opinion ; and ascribe it to 
bis being the first who inti*oduced into the settlement the 
ancient Dutch fjubion of wearing ten pair of breeches. 
But the most elegant and ingenious writers on the subject 
declare in favour of Tin or rather Tkm Breeches ; from 
whence they infer, that he was a poor but merry rogue, 
whose galligaskins were none of the soundest, iad who 
was die identical author of that truly philosophical stanza % 

•• Tlien why should we quarrel for nches. 

Or anv inch {^littering toys ? 
A lifrbl neart aud thia pai: of breeches 

Will go through the world, my brave boys. " 

Such was the gallant junto chosen to conduct this 
voyage into unknown realms, and the whole was put under 
the superintending care and direction of Oloffe Van Kort- 
landt ; who was held in great reverence among the sages of 
Coramunipaw, fur the variety and darkness of his know- 
ledge. Having, as 1 before observed, .passed a great part 
of his life in the open air, among the peripatetic philoso- 
phers of Amsterdam, he had become amazingly well 
acquainted with the aspect of the heavens, and could as 
accurately determine when a storm was brewing or a squall 
rising, as a dutiful husband can foresee from the brow of 
his spouse, when a tempest is gathering about his ears. 
He was moreover a great seer of ghosts and goblins, and 
a firm believer in omens ; but what especially recommended 
him to public confidence, was his marvellous talent at 
dreaming, for there never was any thing of consequence 
happened at Communipaw, but what he declared be had 
previously dreamt it ; being one of those infallible prophets 
that always predict a thing after it has come to pass. 

This supmiatural gift was as highly valued among the 
bargbers of Pavonia, as it was among the enlightened 
natiooa of antiquity. The wise Ulysses was more indebted 
to bk skeping than his waking momeata^ ^vx «^^v \^ 
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■ubtle achievementg, and seldoiii undertook any jifmt 
exploit, withooi first •leeping soundly upon it ; and tiie 
same may truly be said of the eood Van Kortlandt, wbo 
was thence aptly denominated, Oloffe the dreamer. 

This cautious commander, havinj^ chosen the crews that 
should accompany him in the proposed expedition, 
exhorted them to repair to their homes, take a good 
nipfht*s rest, settle all family affairs, and make their wills, 
before departing on this voyage into unknown realms. 
And indeed this last was a precaution always taken by our 
forefathera, even in aftertimes, when they became more 
adventurous, and voyaged to Haverstraw or Kaatskill, or 
Groodt Esopus, or any other far country that lay beyond 
the great waters of the Tappaan Zee. 



CHAP. ir. 

Hotp the Heroes of Communipaw voyaged to Hell-Qatey 
and how they were received there. 

And now the rosy blush of morn began to mantle in 
the east, and soon the rising sun, emerging from amidst 
golden and purple clouds, shed his blithsome rays on the 
tin weathei'cocks of Communipaw. It was that delicious 
season of the year, when nature biTaking from thp chilling 
thraldom of old winter, like a blooming damsel fi*om the 
tyranny of a sordid old father, threw herself blushing with 
ten thousand charms, into the arms of youthful spring. 
Every tufted <'opse and blooming grove resounded with 
the notes of hymeneal love. The very insect?, as they 
sipped the dew that gemmed the grass of the meadows, 
joined in the joyous cpithalumium — the virgin bud 
timidly put forth its blushes, *<the voice of the turtle was 
heard in the land,^* and the heart of man dissolved away iu 
tenderness. Oh ! ' sweet Theocritus ! had I thine oaten 
reed, wherewith thou erst did charm the gay Sicilian 
plains— or Oh ! gentle Bion ! thy pastoral pipe, whorein 
the happy swains of the Lesbian isle so much delighted j-— 
then might 1 attempt to sing in soft Bucolic or negligent 
Idy Ilium, the rural beauties of the scene — but having 
nothing, save this jaded goose quill, wherewith to wing my 
flight, 1 must fein resign all poetic disportingsof the fancy, 
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and ptuTMie my narratiTe in bitiuble prose; oomfortiog 
myfelf with the hope, that though it may not steal ao 
•weetly upoa the imagmatioo of my reader, yet it may 
commend itidfy with virion modesty, to his better judf- 
meot, clothed io the chaste and simple garb of truth. 

No sooner did the first rays of cheerful Phcebus dart 
into the windows of Cummnnipaw, than the little settle- 
ment was all in motion. Forth issued from hb castle the 
■age Van Kortlandt, and seizing a conch shell» blew a far 
resounding blast, that soon summoned all his lusty fol- 
lowers. Then did they trudge resolutely down to the water- 
side, escorted by a multitude of relatives and friends, 
who all went down, as the common phrase ex|»resses it, 
** to see them off.'* And thb shows the antiquity of those 
long family processions, often seen in our city ; composed 
of all ages, sizes, and sexes, laden with bundles and band- 
boxes, escorting some bevy of country cousins, about to 
depart from home in a market boat. 

The good Oloffe bestowed his forces in a squadron of 
three canoes, and hoisted his flag on board a liitle round 
Dutch boat, shaped not unlike a tuli, which had foimerly 
been the jolly-boat of the Goede Vrouw. And now, all 
bi'ing embarked, they bid farewell to the gaaing throng 
upon the beach, who continued shouting after them, even 
when out of hearing, wish'mg them a happy voyage, 
advising them to take good care of themselves, not to get 
drowned — with an abundance other of those sage and in- 
valuable cautions generally given by landsmen to such as 
go down to the sea in ships, and adventure upon the deep 
waters, in the meau while the voyagers cheerily urged 
their course across the crystal bosom of the bay, and sooa 
left behind them the green t-hores of ancient Pavonia. 

And firat they touched at two small blands which lie 
nearly opposite Commuuipaw, and which are said to have 
been brought into exbtence about the time of the great 
irruption of the Hudson, when it broke through the High- 
la n«ls and made its way to the ocean*. For in thb tre- 

• It i* s Buitter long noce MtabliiUied by ce laia of our philoaonbera, 
thttt ii to My, bariof been often adrttuceid, and oevcr coatradirted, it 
baa grown to be preUv nigh eqoal to a settled fact, that the Hudaon 
«aa originally a lake, daiBMed up by the nouiitaina of the Hip^hlauda. 
In process of tiOM, however, beconing very might v and obatre. 
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mendout nproar of the waters, we are told that many bage 
fhtfrnenti of rock atid land were rent from the monntaini 
atMRwept down by this mnaway river f>r sixty or seventy 
miles : where some of them ran aground on the shoals just 
opposite Communipaw, and formed the identical islandB 
in question, while others drifted out to sea, and were never 
heard of nM>re ! A wufficient proof of the fact is, that the 
rock which fomn the basis of these islands, is exactly 
similar to that of the Highlands, and moreover one of our 
philosophers, who has diligenlly compared the agreement 
of their respective sarfaces, has even gone so ftur as to 
assure me, in confidence, that Gibbet bland was originally 
nothmg more nor less than a wart on Anthony*s nose*. 

Iicaving these wonderful little ules, they next coasted 
by Govemor*s Island, since terrible for its frowning fortress 
and grinning batteries. They would by no means, how- 
ever, land upon thb island, since they doubted mnch it 
might be the abode of demons and spirits, which in those 
days did greatly abound throughout this ravage and pagan 
country. 

Jnst at this time a shoal of jolly porpoises came rolling 
and tumbling by, turning up their sleek sides to the sun, 
and spouting up the briny element in sparkling showers. 
No sooner did the sage OlofTe mark this than he was 
greatly rejoiced. *<This,*^ exclaimed he, <Mf I mistake 
not, augura well — the porpoise is a fat, well conditioned 
fish — a burgomaster amoug fishes — his looks betoken ease, 
plenty and prosperity — 1 greatly admire this round fat fish, 
and doubt not but this i' a happy omen of the success or 
our undertaking." So saying, he directed his squadron to 
steer in the tract of these aldermen fishes. 

Turning, therefore, directly tu the left, they swept up 
the strait, vulgarly called the East River. And here the 
rapid tide whi<% courses through this strait, seizing on the 
gallant tub in which Commodore Van Kortlandt bad 
emiiarked, hurried it forward with a velocity unparalleled in 

eroas. and the mountains waxiug parsy, dropsical, and weak in tlie 
ck, by reaion of their extmne old age, it luddenly rose up«in 
then, and after a violent struggle, effected its escape Tliis is said 
to have come to pass in very remote time, probably uefore that rivers 
bad lost the art of mnning np liiU*. The foregoing is a tbeonr in 
which 1 do not pretend to be skilled, notwithstanding that I do rally 
give it my belief, 
f A promontory in the Highlands. 
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a Dutch boat navij^ted by Batchmen ; imomnch that the 
good commodore, who had all his life loog been accustomed 
only to the drowsy navigation of canali^ was more than 
ever convinced tlmt they were in the hands of some 
supernatural power, and that the jolly porpoises were 
towing them to some fair haven that was to fulfil all their 
wishes and expectations. 

Thus borne away by the resistless current, they doubled 
that bonterous point of land, since called Corlear*s Hook,* 
and leaving to the right the rich winding cove of the 
Wallahout, where our infant navy is now-a-days put out to 
Durse, they drifted into a magnificent expanse of water, 
surrounded by pleasant shores, whose verdure was 
extremely refreshing to the eye. While the voyagers were 
looking around them, on what they conceived to be a serene 
and sunny lake, they beheld at a distance, a crew of 
painted savages, busily employed in fishing, who seemed 
more like the genii of this romantic region — their slender 
canoe lightly balanced like a feather on the undulating 
surface of the bay. 

At sight of these, the hearts of the heroes of G)mmuni. 
paw were not a little troubled. But as good fortune would 
have it, at the bow of the commodore*s boat, was stationed 
a very valiant man, named Hendrick Kip, (which being 
interpreted, means, cUdken, a name given him in token of 
bis courage). No sooner did he behold these varlet 
heathens Uian he trembled with excessive valour, and 
although a good half mile distance, he seized a musquetoon 
that lay at hand, and turning away his head, fired it most 
intrepidly in the face of the blessed sun. The blundering 
weapon recoiled and gave the valiant Kip an ignominious 
kick, that lakl him prostrate with uplifted heels in the 
bottom of the boat. But such was the effect of this 
tremendous fire, that the wild men of the woods, struck 
with Gonstematu>n, seized hastily upon their paddles, and 
shot away into one of the deep inlets of the Long-Island 
shore. 

This signal victory gave new spirits to the hardy voyagers, 
and in honour of the achievement they g^ve the name 
of the valiant Kip to the surrounding Iwy, and it has 
continued to be called KiP*8 Bay, from that time to the 

* Properly »peU kotekt i. e. a P o( Uu^l. 
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preaeut. TIm heart of the good Van Kortlandt— «hD| 
liaving DO land of Ua own, waa a peat ndmirer of ether 
people**— expanded at the ■amptnona pnwpect of rkh 
uDMttlcd country around him, and fkXhng into a delichMi 
reverie, be Btraiffhtway began to riot in the pomeirion of 
va«t meadowR of talt marsh, and uiterminabkB pntchet of 
cabbagea. From this delectable Fiaion he was all at onee 
awakened by the sudden turning of the tide, which would 
soon have hurried him from this land of promise^ hnd not 
the discreet navigator given signal to steer for shonj 
where they accordingly landed hard by the rocky lieigfali 
(if Bellcvue — that happy retreat, where oar jolly aldenMB 
cat for the g^uod of the city, and fatten the turtle that are 
sacrificed on civic solemnities. 

Here seated on the green swaid, by the side of a aaaR 
stream that ran sparkling among the grass, they iditAtdl 
themselves after the toils of the seas, by feasting histily oa 
the ample stores which they had provided for this periloai 
voyage. Thus having well fortified their deliberativt 
powers, they fell into an earnest consultation, wlmt wai 
further to be done. This was the first council dinner ever 
estcii at Bellevue by Christian burghers^ and here, as 
tradition i-elates, did orig^n&te the great family fend 
between the Hanleubroecia and the Tenhroecka, which 
afterwards bad a singular influence on the building of the 
city. The sturdy Hardenbroeck, whose eyes Imd been 
wouderously delighted with the salt marshes, that spread 
their reeking bo^ms along the coast, at the bottom of 
Kip*s Bay, counselled by all means to return thither, and 
found the intended city. This was strenuously opposed by 
tiie uubendiug Tenbroeck, and many testy arguments 
{Missed between them. The particulars of this (controversy 
have not reached us, which is ever to be lamented ; this 
much is certain, that the sage Oloffe put an end to the 
dispute, by determining to explore still further in the route 
which the mysterious porpoises had so clearly pointed out t 
whereupon the sturdy Tough Breeches abandoned the 
expedition, took possession of a neighbouring hill, and in a 
fit of great wrath peopled all that tract of country, which 
has continued to bie inhabited by the Hardenbroecka nnto 
this vei7 day. 

By this time the jolly Phoebus, like some wanton urchin, 
aporling on the side of a green hill, began to roll down the 



VBW Yomx. ftt 

ecfivity of the heavens ; and now, the tide havin|( once 
lore turned in tlieir favonr, the resolute Pftfronians again 
wnmitted tbemselires to its discretion, and coasting along 
Im; western shores, were borne towards the straits of 
Hackweirs Island. 

And here the capricious wanderings of the current, 
ccanoned not a little marvel and perplexity to these 
Ifautrious mariners. Now would they be caught by the 
rantOD eddies, and, sweeping round a jutting point, 
roald wind dieep into some romantic Kttle core, that 
■dented the Aur bland of Manna-hatta ; now they were 
lurried narrowly by the very bases of impending rocks, 
nantled with the flaunting grape vine, and crowned with 
.Tores that threw a broaid shade on the waves beneath ; 
.nd anon they were borne away into the mid-channel, and 
rafted along with a rapidity that very much discomposed 
be sage Yon Kortlandt, who, as he saw the land swiftly 
eoeding on either side, began exceedingly to doubt that 
erra firma was giving tiiem the slip. 

Wherever the voyagers turned their eyes, a new creation 
eemed to bloom around. No signs of human thrift 
ippeared to check the delicious wildncss of nature^ who 
lere revelled in all her luxuriant variety. Tlmse hOls now 
nristled like tlie fretful porcupine, with rows of poplars, 
vain, upstart phints! minions of wealth and fashion!) 
rcre then adorned with the vigorous natives of the soil, 
rhe lordly oak, the generous chesnnt, ttie graceful elm — 
rhlle here and there the tulip^tree reared his m^estic head, 
he giant of the forest — where now are Heen the gay retreats 
if luxury— villas half buried in twilight bowers, whence 
be amorous flute oft breathes the sigbings of some city 
iwain — there the fish-hawk built his solitary nest, on some 
Iry tree that overlooked his watery domain. The timid 
leer fed uodisturiied along thoae shores now hallowed by 
ht krvei's moonlight walk, and printed by the slender 
bot of beauty ; and a savage solitude extended over 
those banpy regions, where now are reared the stately 
iKHrcrs of the Joneses, the Schermerhomes, and the Rhine- 



Thna gliding in silent wonder through these new and 
inknown scenes, the gallant squadron of Pavonia swept 
Iw the foot of a promontory, that strutted forth boldly iiito 
ne waves, and seemed to frown upon tSitfa a» ^^^ \aR%>»\^ 
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againit its base. This is the bluff well known to modem 
mariners by the name of Gracie*s point, from the fair 
castle, which like an elephant, it carries upon its back. 
And here broke upon their view a wild and varied prospect, 
where land and water were beauteously interming^ledy as 
thouii^h they had combined to heighten and set uff each 
other^s charms. To their rig^ht lay the sedgy point of 
Blackwell^s Island, dressed in the fresh garniture of livii^ 
green : lieyond it stretched the pleasant coast of Sundswicl^ 
and the small harbour well known by the name of HAliet*s 
cove— a place infamous, in latter days, by reason of its being 
the haunt of pirates who infest these seas, robbing orchards 
and water-melon patches, and insulting gentlemen navi- 
gators, when voyaging in their pleasure boats. To the 
left lay a deep bay, or rather creek, gracefully receded 
between shores fringed with forests, and forming a kind of 
vista, through which were beheld the silver regions of 
Haerlem, Morrissania, and East Chester. Here the eye 
reposed with delight on a richly wooded country, diversified 
by tufted knolls, shadowy intervals, and waving lines of 
upland, swelling above each other : while over the whole, 
the purple mists of spring diffused a hue of soft 
voluptuousness. 

Just before them the g^nd course of the stream making 
a sudden bend, wound among embowered pi'omontories 
and shores of emerald verdure, that seemed to melt into 
the wave. A character of gentleness and mild fertility 
prevailed around. The sun had just descended, and the 
thin haze of twilight, like a transparent veil drawn over 
the bosom of virgin beauty, heightened the charms which 
it half concealed. 

Ah! witching scenes of foul del&sion! Ah! hapless 
voyagers, gazing with simple wonder on these Circean 
shores ! Such, alas ! are they, poor easy souls, who Ibteu 
to the seductions of a wicked world — treacherous are its 
smiles, fatal its caresses. He who yields to its enticements 
launches upon a whelming tide, and trusts his feeble bark 
among the dimpling eddies of a whirlpool ! And thus i^ 
fared with the worthies of Pavouia, who, little mistmsti' 
the guileful scene before them, drifted quietly on, ' 
they were aroused by an uncommon tossing and agi' 
of their vessels. For now the late dimpling current 
to broil around them, and the waves to boil and foai 
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horrific fary . Awakened as if from a dream, the astonished 
CMofTe bawled alotid to put about, but his words wei'e lost 
amid the roaring of the waters. And now ensued a scene 
of direful consternation : at one time they were borne 
with- dreadful yelocity, among^ tumultuous breakers, at 
another hurried down boisterous rapids. Now they were 
nearly dashed upon the Hen and Chickens (infamous rocks ! 
more voracions than Scylla and her whelps); and anon 
tliey seemed sinking into yawning gulfs that threatened to 
entomb them beneath the waves. All the elements com- 

• 

bined to produce a hideous confusion. The waters raged — 
the winds howled — and as they were hurried along, several 
of the astonished mariners beheld the rocks and trees of the 
neighbouring shores, driving through the air ! 

At length the mighty tub of Commodore Van Kortlandt 
was drawn into the vortex of that tremendous whirlpool 
called the Pot, where it was whirled about in giddy mazes, 
until the senses of the good commander and his crew were 
overpowered by the horror of the scene, and the strangeness 
of the revolution. 

How the gallant squadron of Pavouia was snatched 
from the jaws of this modern Charybdis, has never been 
truly made known ; for so many survived to tell the tale, 
and what is still more wondeiful, told it in so many different 
wajfs, that there has ever prevailed a great variety of 
opinions on the subject. 

As to the commodore and his crew, when they came to 
their senses they found themselves stranded on the Long- 
Island shore. The worthy commodore, indeed, used to 
relate many and wonderful stories of his adventures in 
this time of peril, which, by his account, did far exceed 
those of the sage Ulysses, in the straits of Charybdis. 
For he saw spectres flying in the air, and heard the yelling 
of hobgoblins, and put his hand into the Pot when they 
were whirled around, and found the water scalding hot, 
and beheld several uncouth looking beings seated on rocks, 
and skimming it with huge ladles j but particularly he 
declared with great exultation, that he saw the losel por- 
poises, which had betrayed them into this peril, some broil- 
ingon the gridiron, and others hissing in the fryingpan. 

Tliese, however, were consideied by many as mere 
phantasies uf the commodore^s imagination, while belay 
m n tnnce ; especially as he was known 1q Vm ^^«clV^ 

Q 



eS BlfTtMlY or 

dronning^ ; and the tnitli of them hu nefcr been ckarty 
aicertaioed. It it certain, bowerer, that to the aecountf 
of OloiTc and his followera may be traced the Tarioot 
traditions handed down of thb manrelkrat rtrait, •§ bov 
the devil has been seen there, sitting astride of the bog^ 
back and playing^ on the fiddle— how he bolls ftah tboc 
before a storm ; and many other stories, in which we mnit 
be caatious of putting too mnch faith. In c o n ae q nence 
of all these terrific circumstances, the Favonian eao- 
mander gave this pans the name of HtUt-gai^ or at it bs( 
been interpreted, HeUUgaie ;• which it conUnva to bear 
at the present day. 



CHAP. V. 

JJow the Heroes of Communipam rei u rned tomewU 

wiitT than thejf Kent—and how the iage Oiqffo ifnamcd 

a Dream — and the Dream thai he dreamed* 

The darkness of night had closed upon this diaaatnms 
day, and doleful night was it to the shipwrecked Fi- 
vonians, whose ears were incessantly assailed with the 
raging of the elements, and the howling of the hobg ubH us 
that infested this perfidious f trait. But wlm the nMm- 
ing dawned, the horrors of the preceding evening bad 
passed away ; rapids, breakers, and whiripooh^ bod dis- 
appeared; the stream again ran snMKith and dimpHng, 
and haying changed its tkie, roUed gently back, towardi 
the quarter where lay tlieir mndwegretted home. 

The woe-begone heroes of Commonipaw eyed ea^ other 



• Tbto U s sarrow atrait id the Bound, at tfie di»tanes of six _ 
■bore New- York. It is dangeroiu to abippiog, onlesa under the '. 
of akilfbl pilots, tiy reason ornameroiu rock*, shelTei, and whlrlpoob. 
Tbeae have rec^ivtedsaDdry app«)latiottfl,8ach aathe frridiron. finrinf • 

BIS, hoff'8 back, pot, kuc, ; audarererjr violeat and tnrlMlent at mini 
Boes of tide. Certain wise men who instruct these raodem dsfslan 
softened the above characteristic name into Hurl-gate, which aiMM 
B«^Dg. I leave them to give their own etymology. The mmmi m 
gives by our author is supported by tils ssap in VanderDonck's his- 
tory, published in 1656, by t>gtlvie*s History of Amerks, Idn, m^hm 
by Hgfouroal still extant, wniUn in the L6th century, and to bojMlBd 
in mzard's State Paper, kud «lu <iL<\ ^^. '<iifv\.\!t>\ \u 
epemking vi rsi iou altewtioos in umbm steoiuX. \Ma ^^ ^ 
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with racAil couDt«tMnces; thefar i^adfon Imd been totally 
dbfiened by the late diaasler* Sooie were cast iipoB the 
western ahore, where, headed by one Roleff Hopper^ they 
look poeaenioa of alt the country lyings about the six 
mile atone; which ia held by the Hoppers at this present 
writhig^ 

The Waldrona were drti*en by stress of weather to a 
distant ooaat, where^ having with them a jug of g^eonine 
HoUandsy thiey were enabled to conciliate the saragesy 
setting up a kind of tavern ; from whence, it is said, did 
aprmg the fair town of Haerlem, in which their descend- 
ants bare ever since continued to be reputable publicans. 
As to the Suydams, they were thrown upon the Long- 
Island coast, and may stltl be found in those parts. But 
the most smgufaur luck attended the great Tenbroeck, 
who, falling overboard, was miraculously preserved from 
ainking by the multitude of his nether guments. Thus 
Imoyed up, he floated on the waves, like a merman, until 
he landed safely on a rock, where he was found the next 
OMming, busily drying his many breeches ia the eunshine. 

1 forbear to treat of the long consultation of our adven- 
turers— 4iow they determined that it would not do to found 
a city in this diabolioal neighbourhood, and how at length 
with fear and trembling, Hiey ventured once more upon 
the hriny elemenr, and «teered their course back for Com- 
munipaw. 8uffioe it, in simple brevity, to say, that after 
tuiling back through the scenes of their yesterday's voyage^ 
they at length opened the southern point of Manna^hata, 
and gained a distant view of their beloved Communipaw. 

And here they were opposed by an obstinate eddy, that 
resblad all the efforts of the exhausted mariners. Weary 
and dispirited, they couM no longer make head against 
the power of the tide, or rather, as some will have it, of 
•Id Ncptuae, who, anxious to guide them to a spot 
whereon should be founded his strong hold in this western 
world, aant half a score of potent bilfows, that rolled the 
tub of CfMnmodore Van Kortlandt high and dry on the 
shoMS of Maama-hata. 

Having thus in a oMuiner been guided by superaatural 
power tu this delightsome island, their first care was to 
Ught a lire at the Coot of a large tree, that atoed upon the 
point at present called the battcrv. Then gathering 
tofcUnr great tfbmt of •yatars whioh nbonnded on thA«hMR«^ 
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and emptyings the cootcnti of their waUeti» they prepared 
and made a aumptuous oooDcil repast. The worthy Van 
Kortlaodt was obsenred to be particelarly zealous in hii 
deYOtioos to the trencher ; for havinf the cares of the 
expedition especially committed to his care» he deemed H 
incumbent on him to eat profoundly for the public good. 
In proportion as he filled himself to the very brim with the 
dainty viands before him, did the heart of this excellent 
burgher seem to rise up towards his throat, until beseemed 
crammed and almost choked with good eating and good 
nature. And at such times it is, when a man*s heart is in 
ib throat, that he may more truly be said to apeak firon 
it, and his speeches abound with kindness and good fd- 
lowsliip. Thus the worthy Oloffe having swallowed the 
last possible morsel, and washed it down with a fervent 
potation, felt his heart yearning, and his whole frame in a 
manner dilating with unbounded benevolence. ' Every 
thing around him seemed excellent and delightful ; and, 
laying his hands on each side of his capacious periphery, 
and rolling his half closed eyes around on the beautiful 
d versity of land and water before him, he exclaimed, in 
a fat half smothered voice, ^ What a charming pros- 
pect r* The words died away in his throatr— he seemed to 
ponder on the fair scene for a moment — his eyelids heavily 
closed over their orbs^his head drooped upon his bosom- 
he slowly sunk upon the green turf, and a deep sleep stole 
gradually upon him. 

And the sage Oloffe di*earoed a dream^-and lo, the 
^ood St. Nicholas came riding over the tops of the trees, 
in that self-same waggon wliei*ein he brings his yearly pre- 
seiitft to children ; and he came and descended hard by 
where the heroes of Communipaw had made their late 
Tepast. And the shrewd Van Kortlundt knew him by his 
broad hat, his long pipe, and the resemblance which he 
bore to the figure on the bow of the Goede Vrouw. And 
he lit his pipe by the fire, and he sat himself down and 
smoked; and as he smoked, the smoke from his pipe 
ascended into the air and spread like a cloud overhead. 
And the sage Oloffe bethought him, and he hastened and 
climbed up to the top of one of the tallest trees, and saw 
that the smoke spread over a. ^eaX. exXewX. ^C cnuntrY \ 
»nd as be considered it more aUent\ve\^, Vi« iaxk!(A«\^i)Da^ 
tJbe great volume of amoke aaaumed a. vaxveVj ^^ \sax^^ 
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lous forms, where io dim obftcurity he saw shadowed out 
palaces and domes and lofty spires, all which lasted but 
a moment, and then faded away, until the whole rolled 
off, and nothing but the (j^reen woods were left. And 
when St. Michokis had smoked his pipe, be twisted it in 
his hat-band, and laying his finger beside his nose, gave 
the astonished VanKortlaadt a very significant look^ tlien 
oioanting his waggon, he returned over the tree lops and 
disappcMed. 

And Van Korthmdt awoke from his sleep greatly ia- 
stmcted, and he aroused h» corapanions and related to 
them his dream : and interpreted it, tliat it was the wiU of 
St. Nicholas that they shouki settle down and buikl the 
city here. And that the smoke uf the pipe was a type 
bow vast should be the niteut of the city ; inasmuch as 
the volumes of its smoke should spread over a vast extent 
of country. And they all with one ro&ce assented to this 
interpretation, excepting Mynheer Tenbroeck, who de- 
clared the meaoiug to be, that it should be a city wherein 
a little fire shouM occasion a great smoke, or, in other 
words, a very vapouring little city— -both which interpre- 
f alioiis hare strangely come to pass I 

The great object of their perilous expedition, therefore^ 
being thus happily accomplisbeil, the vojragei-s retwned 
merrily to Communipaw, where they were i^eceived with 
grest rfjoicings. And here calling a general meeting of 
all the wise men and the dignitaries of Pavonia, they 
rtriated the wfaok hiftory of tiieir voyage and of the dream 
rf 01«ffe Van Korthmdt. And the people lifted up their 
'r^oioes, and blessed the good St. Nicholas, and from that 
time forth the aage Van Kortlaodt was held in more honour 
than ever for his great talent at dreaming, and was pro- 
Nuunoed « nsost nscfsU citisen and a right good 
when lie was asleep. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Containing an attempt atEipmologf — and ofthffi 
of the great City of New-Anuterdam, 

The original name of the island, wherein the squa 
Communipaw was thus propitiously throw n, is a 
of some dupate, and has already undergone consi 
vitiation— a melancholy proof of the instability of ; 
lunary things, and the vanity of all our hopes of 
fame^ for who can expect his name will live to po 
when even the names of mighty islands are thus so 
in contradiction and uncertainty ! 

The name most curi-ent at the present day, and 
is likewise countenanced by the great historian 
Donck, is Manhattan; which is said to have ori 
in a custom among the squaws, in the early settlen 
wearing men^s hats, as is still done among many 
<* Hence,*' as we are told' by an old governor, w! 
somewhat of a wag, and flourished almost a centur; 
and had paid a visit to the wits of Philadelphia—'* 
arose the appellation of man-hat-on, first given 
Indians, and afterwards to the island :** a stupid j 
but well enough for a governor. 

Among the more venerable sources of informal 
this subject, is that valuable history of the Americ 
sessions, written by master Richard Blome, in 
wherein it is called Manhadaes and Manahanne 
must 1 forget the excellent little book, full of p 
matter, of that authentic historian, John Josselyoy 
who expressly calls it Manhadaes. 

Another etymology still more ancient, and sant 
by the countenance of our ever to be lamented 
ancestors, is that found in certain lettei-s still ex 
which passed between the early governors and their 
Iwuring powers, wherein it is called iudiiferentl; 
hattoes, Munhatos, and Manhattoes, which are ev 
unimportant variations of the ttame name; for o 

* This history is to be found in the library of tlie New-Y* 
t'irical Society 
f Idem. 
f Vide Hazajd'i Col. Stat. l*a{v. 
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fui-efathers set little store by those niceties either in ortho- 
graphy or orthoepy, which form the sole study and 
amoition of many learned men and women of this hyper- 
critical age. This last name is said to be derived from the 
gjeat Indian spii'it Manetho ; who was supposed to make 
this island h^s favourite abode on account of its uncommon 
delights. For the Indian traditions affirm, that the bay 
was once a translucid lake, filled with silver and golden 
fish, in the midst of which lay this beautiful island, covered 
with every . variety of fruits and flowers ', but that the 
sudden irruption of the Hudson laid waste these blissful 
scenes, and Manetho took his flight beyond the great 
waters of Ontario. 

These, however, arc fabulous legends, to which very 
cautious credence must be given ; and although I am wil- 
ling to admit the last quoted orthography of the name, as 
very suitable for prose, yet is there anothen one founded 
on still more ancient and indisputable authority, which 1 
particularly delight in, seeing that it is at once {toctical, 
melodious, and significant ; and this is recorded in the 
beforementioned voyage of the great Hudson, written by 
Master Juet : who clearly and correctly calls it Manna- 
11 ATA ; that is to say, the island of Manna, or, in other 
words, *< a land flowing with milk and honey !" 

It having been solemnly resolved that the seat of empire 
should be transferred from the green shores of Pavonia to 
this delectid>le island, a vast multitude embarked and 
migrated across the mouth of the Hudson, under the 
guidance of Oloffe the Dreamer, who was appointed pro- 
tector or patron to the new settlement. 

And here let me bear testimony to the matchless honesty 
and magnanimity of our worthy forefathers, who purchased 
the soil of the native Indians, before erecting a single roof; 
a circumstance singular and almost incredible in the annals 
of discovery and colonization. 

The first settlement was made on the south-west point 
of the bland, on the very spot where the good 9t. Nicholas 
bad appeared in the dream. Here they built a mighty 
and impregnable fort and trading house, called Furt 
Amsterdaai, which stood on that eminence at present 
occupied by the custom-house, with the open space now 
called the bowling-green, in front. 

Around this potent fortress was soon seen a uumerout 
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progeny of little Dutch houses, with tiled roofs, all which 
seemed most lurinirly to nestle under its walls, like a brood 
of half-fledged chickens sheltered under the wings of the 
mother hen. The whole was surrounded by an enclosure 
of strong palisadoes, to guard against any sudden irruptktt 
ofthe savages who wandered in hordes about the swamps 
and forests, that extended over those tracts of country at 
present called Broadway, Wall Street, William Street, and 
Ptarl Street. 

No sooner was the colony once planted, than it took 
root and throve amazingly, for it would seem that this 
thrice favoured island is like a munificent dunghill, where 
every foreign weed finds kindly nourbhment, and soou 
shoots up, and expands to gi-eatiiess. 

And now the infant settlement having advanced in age 
and stature, it was thought high time it should receive an 
honest Christian name, and it was accordingly called New- 
Amsterdam, it is troe there were some advocates for t^ 
original Indian name, and many of the best writers of the 
province did long continue to call it by the title of <* The 
Manhattoes,^* but this was discountenanced by the autho- 
rities, as being heathenish and savaeg. Besides, it was 
considered an excellent and praiseworthy measure to 
name it after a great city of the old world ; as by that 
means it was induced to emulate the greatness and re- 
nown of its namesake— in the manner that little snivelling 
urchins are called after great statesmen, saints, and wor- 
thies, and renowned generals of yore, upon which they all 
industriously copy their examples, and come to be very 
mighty men in their day and generation. 

The thriving state of the settlement and the rapid 
increase of houses gradually awakened the good Oloffe 
from a deep lethargy, into which he had fallen after the 
building of the fort. He now began to think it was time 
some plan should be devised, on which the increasing 
town should be built. Summoning, therefore, his coun- 
sellors and coadjutors together, they took pipe in mouth, 
and forthwith sunk into a very sound deliberation on the 
subject* 

At the ▼ei7 outset of the business an unexpected dif- 
ference of opinion arose, and I mention it with much sor 
rowinsr, as being the first altercation on record in t^ 
couodls of New Amsterdam. It was a XxeaVvc^^ ^v 
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the gnidge and heartbttrniDg^ that had existed between 
(heae two eminent burghers. Mynheers Tenbroeck and 
Hardenbroedc, ever since their unhappy altercation on 
the coast of Bellevne. The g^reat Hardenbroeck had 
waxed very wealthy and pownfal from his domains, 
which embraced the whole chain of Apnlean mountaiina 
that atretch along the gulph of Kip^s Bay, and from part 
of wnch bb descoidants bare been expelled in latter ages 
by the powa'ful clans of the Joneses and the Shermer- 
homes. 

An ingenious plan for the city was offered by Mynheer 
Tenbroeck, who proposed that it should be cut up and 
intersected by canals, after the manner of the most 
admired cities in Holland. To this Mynheer Hardenbroeck 
was diametrically opposed, suggesting in place thereof 
that they should ran out docks and wharfs, by means of 
piles, driven into the bottom of the river, on which the 
town should be built. <* By these means,*' said he tri- 
umphantly, ^ shall we rescue a considerable space of 
territory firom these immense rivers, and build a city that 
shall rival Amsterdam, Venice, or any amphibious city 
m £urope." To this proposition Tenbroeck (or Ten 
Breeches) replied, with a look of as much scorn as he 
could possibly assume. He cast the utmost ccnisure 
upon the plan of his antagonist, as being preposterous 
and against the very order of things, as be would leave to 
every true Hollander. ^ For what,^* said he, ** is a town 
without canals ?-^It is like a body without veins and 
arteries, and must perish for want of a free circulation of 
the vital Buid.** Tough Breeches, on the contrary, retorted 
with a sarcasm upon his antagonist, who was somewhat of 
an arid, dry boned habit ; he remarked, that as to the cir 
culation of the blood being necessary to existence, Myn- 
beer Ten Breeches was a living contradiction to his own 
assertion ; for every body knew there had not a drop of 
blood circulated through his wind-dried carcass for good 
ten years, and yet there was not a greater busybody in the 
whole colony Personalities have seldom much effect in 
making converts in argument ; nor have I ever seen a man 
cooviuced of error by being convicted of deformity. A5 
least, such was not the case at present. Ten Breeches 
was very acrimonious in reply, and Tough Breeches, who 
a sturdy Utile man» aud \\e\oc ^n^ ^a^v ^^ VuX^^sc^ 
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rejoined with iucreasLng spirit— Tea Breechei iwd ikt 
ndvaaUye of the grcaleiA volubility^ but Toof h Breecbet 
bad tbat invaluabte coat of mail in arfnmeat called dull 
nacy— Ten Breeches bad, therefore, the most mettle^ bat 
Tough Breeches the best bottom-'-so thai though Ten 
Breeches made a dreadful clattering about hb ears, and 
battered and belaboured him with hard wocdi and sound 
arguments j yet Tough Breeches hung on most reaolately 
to the last. They parted, therefore, as is osoal in all 
arguments where lioth parties are in the right, witbovt 
comuig to any conclusion ^ but they hated each other Bwwt 
heartily for erer after, and a similar breach with that 
between the houses of Capulet and Montague did ensue 
between the families of Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches. 

1 would not ffttigue my readers with these dull matters 
of fact, but that my duty as a faithful historian requires 
that I should be particular ; and, in truth, as I am now 
treating of the critical period, when our city, like a yonng 
twig, first received the twists and turns, that have since 
contributed to give it the present picturesque irregularity 
for which it is celebrated, I cannot be too minute in 
detailing their first causes. 

After the unhappy altercation 1 have just mentioned, I 
do not find that any thing further was said on the subject 
worthy of being recorded. The council, consisting of the 
largest and oldest heads in the community, met rq^larly 
eiice a week, to ponder on this momentous subject ; but 
either they were deterred by the war of words they had 
witnessed, or they were naturally averse to the eaercise of 
the tongue, and the consequent exercise of the brains- 
certain it is, the most profound silence was maintainect— 
the question as usual lay on the table— the members 
quietly smoked their pipes, making but few laws, witboat 
ever enforcing any, and in the mean time the affairs of the 
s^tlement went on— «s it pleased God. 

As most of the council were but little skilled in the 
mystery of combining pot-hooks and hangers, they deter- 
mined most judiciously not to puzzle eitlKr themselves or , 
posterity with voluminous records. The secretary, how-' i 
eyer, kept the minutes of the cowicvl with tolerable prcci- ' J 
«#0ii% M a Urge vellum fo\Vo, ^Ateoe^ WvVVi >&aHrs ^awik ^ 
e/agpg ' the jouioial of each meelVo^ comm^cAl Val cjl V«« 
^faes '^^iag, m DuftcK that ** l\ifc co^bmaX toX ^Vwa^ ^\^ 
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and nnoked twelve pfpes on the affairs of the colony."— 
By which it appears that the first settlers did not regulate 
their time by hoars, bat pipes, in the same manner as they 
mcasnre distances in Holland at this very time ; an admi- 
rably exact measurement, as a pipe in the mouth of a true 
bom Dutchman is never liable to those accidents and 
irre^larities that are continually putting our clocks out of 
order. 

In tkis manner did the profound council of New- 
Amsterdam smoke^ and doze, and ponder, from week to 
week, month to month, and year to year, in what manner 
they fliiould construct their infant settlement : meanwhile, 
the town took care of itself, and like a sturdy brat which 
is suffered to run about wild, unshackled by clouts and 
bandages, and other abominations, by which your notable 
uiirses and sage old women cripple and disfigure the chil 
dren of nfen, increased so rapidly in strength and magni- 
tude, that before the honest burgomasters had determined 
upon a plan, it was too late to put it in execution^-where- 
a pen they wisely abandoned the subject altogether. 



CHAP. VII, 

BLofw the CUj/ of New-Amtierdam waxed great wider ike 
pndecHim ef Oloffe^ the Dreamer, 

Thbrb is something exceedingly delusive in thus 
looking back through the long vista of departed years, and 
catching a glimpse of the fairy realms of antiquity that 
lie b^^ond. Like some goodly landscape melted into 
distance^ tbey receive a thousand charms from their very 
obscurityy and the fancy delights to fill up their outlines 
with graces and excellencies of its own creation. Thus 
beam on my imagination those happier days of our city, 
when as yet New-Amsterdam was a mere pastoral town, 
•broudad in groves of sycamore and willows, and sur- 
rounded by trackless forests and wide spreading waters, 
that seemed to shut out all the cares and vanities of a 
wicked world. 

In thove days did this embryo city prcMAl ^SDAt%a(«. v^ 

notable epectacic of a community ^oiyemni 1l\^^>^^>^i^'«^\ 

mwi thua betug /eft to its own Gounc« «»i ^S^ iQ»>fitv^% 
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care of Provideiicc, increased as rapidly as though it bad 
been burdened with a dozen panniers full of those saj|;e 
laws that are usually heaped on the backs of young citicf 
—in order to make them gprow. And in thin particular 1 
greatly admire the wisdom and sound knowledge of human 
nature, displayed by the sage Oloffe the Dreamer, and his 
fellow legislators. For my part, I have not so had an 
opinion uf mankind as many of my brother philosophers. 
1 do not think poor human nature so sorry a piece of 
workmanship as they would make it out to be ; and as Cur 
as I have observetl, 1 am fully satisfied that man* if left to 
himself, would about as readily go right as wrong. It 
is only this eternally sounding in his ears that' it is hb 
duty to go right, that makes him go the very reverse. 
The noble indepeiideuce of his nature revolts at this intoler- 
able tyranny of law, and the perpetual interference of 
oflScious morality, which is ever besetting his path with 
finger-posts and directions *< to keep to the right, as the 
law directs ;'''' and like a spirited urchin, he turns directly 
contrary, and gallops through mud and mire, over hedges 
and ditches, merely to show that he is a lad of spirit, tmd 
out of his leading strings. And these opinions are amply 
substantiated by what I have above said of our^worthy 
ancestors ; who never being be -preached and be-lectured, 
and guided and governed by statutes and laws and by- 
laws, as are their more enlightened descendants, did one 
all demean themselves honestly and peaceably out and 
of pure ignorance, or in other words — because they knew 
no better. 

Nor must I omit to record one of the earliest measures 
of this infant settlement, inasmuch as it shows the piety of 
our forefathers, and that, like good Clwistians, they were 
always ready to serve God, after they had first served 
themselves. Thus, having quietly settled themselves down, 
and provided fur their own comfort, they bethought theni- 
-selves of testifying their gratitude to the great and good 
ISt. Nicholas, fur his protecting care, in guiding them to 
this delectable abode. To this end they built a fair and 
goodly chapel within the fort, which they consecrated to 
his name ; whereupon he immediately took the town of 
New Amsterdam under his peculiar patronage, and he has 
ever sioce beerj, and 1 devoutly ho\^e will ever be, the 
tutelar saint of this exceWeut c\X>(. 
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I am moreover told that there is a little legendary liook, 
flomewbere extant, written in low Dutch, which says, that' 
the image of this renowned saint, which whilome graced 
the bowsprit of the Goede Vrouw, was elevated in front of 
this chapel, in the very centre of what, in modern days, 
is called the Bowling Green. And the legend further 
treats of divere miracles wrought hy the mighty pipe which 
the saint held in his mouth 3 a whiff of which was a sove- 
reign cure for an indigestion-— an invaluable reliqne in this 
colony of brave trenchermen. As, however, hi spite of 
tbe most diligent search, I cannot lay my hands upon this 
little book, I must confess that 1 entertain considerable 
doubt on the subject. 

Thus benignly fostered by the good St. Nicholas, the 
burghers of New Amsterdam beheld their settlement 
increase in magnitude and population, and soon become 
tbe metropolis of divers settlements, and an extensive 
territory. Already had the disastrous pride of colonies 
«nd dependencies, those banes of a sound-hearted empire^ 
entered into their imaginations; and Fort Aurania on the 
Hudson, Fort Nassau on the Delaware, and Fort Groede 
Hoep on the Connecticut river, seemed to be the darling 
offspring of the venerable eouncil.* Thus prosperously, 
to all appearance, did the province of New Netherlands 
advance in power ; and the early history of its metropolis 
presents a fair page, unsullied by crime or calamity. 

Hordes of painted savages still lurked about the tangled 
forests and rich bottoms of the unsettled part of the Island 
—the hunter pitched his rude bower of skins and bark 
beside the rills that ran through the cool and shady glens, 
while here and there might be seen, on Eoine sunny knoll, 
« group of Indian wigwams, whose smoke aiose al>ove the 
neighbouring trees, and floated in the trannpaient atnio- 

* Tlie prorince, about this time, exteiidi>d on the north to Fort 
Aurmiiia or Orange (now the city of Albany ) situalrd about IGO niile« 
up the liudsoD river. Indeed Uie province claimed quite to the river 
Hi. Lawrence : Iml this claim was not much insi-oted on at the lime, 
as the coontry beyond Fort Auiania was a perfect wilderneFs. On 
the iionUi the province reached to Fort Nassau, on the Routh river, 
since called tbe Delaware : and on the east it extended to the Vai-she 
(or fiesh) river, now tbe Connecticut. On 1U\» VmX Kw^wWcx ^Niw% 
' .ikewise erected a fort and trading house, inncV\«\vo\vVV\\r."8<^\.'«\\v\» "»x 

/rmeiit IB $iiuMted the pJeasant town of UttTl^oxA, '\\\\h >»;^^ cTjk>\v^ 
ort Cforde Hoep (or Good (lope), «n(\ ww \w\(t\vA,<i^ *» ^^^"^ "^^^ '^ 
paipote of trade, m» of defence. 

n 



74 RitTORT or 

sphere. By degrees a mutual goodwill had grown up be- 
t\reen these waodering beings and the burners of New 
Amsterdam. Oar benevolent forefathers eikleavoured as 
much as possible to ameliorate their situation, by giving 
them gin, rum, and glass beads, in exchauge for their 
peltrieH, for it seems the kind-hearted Dutchmen had con- 
ceived a great friendship for their savage neighbours, on 
account of their being pleasant men to trade with, and 
little skilled in the art of making a bargain. 

Now and then a crew of these half human sons of the 
forest would make their appearance iu the streets of New 
Amsterdam, fantastically painted and decorated with 
beads and flaunting feathers, sauntering about with an air 
of Ibtless indiiference — sometimes in the market place, 
instructing the little Dutch boys in the use of the bow and 
arrow^-ot other times, inflamed with liquor, swaggering 
and whooping and yelling about the town like so many 
fiends, to the great dismay of all the good wives, who 
would hurry their children into the house, fasten the 
doors, and throw water upon the enemy from the garret 
windows. It is worthy of mention here, that our forefa- 
thers were very particular iu holding up these wild men 
as excellent domestic examples; and for reasons that 
may be gathered from the history of Master Ogilvie^ 
who tells us, that <' for the least offence the bridegproom 
soundly beats his wife and turns her out of doors, and 
maiTies another, insomuch that some of titem have every 
year a new wife.^* Whether this awful example had any 
iufluence or not, history does not mention; but it is 
certain that our grandmothers were miracles of fidelity and 
obedience. 

True it is, that the good understanding between our 
ancestors and their savage neighbours was liable to occa- 
sional inteiTuptioiis ; and 1 have heard my grandmother, 
who was a very wise old woman, and well versed in the 
history of these parts, tell a long story, of a winter's e^'en- 
ing, about a battle between the New Amsterdammers and 
the Indians, which was known by the name of the pmuk 
war; and which took place near a peach orchard in a 
dark glen, which for a long while went by the name of 
J9furderer*a Vailey. 
The legend of this ailvan war wa»\ovi^ c^tt«u\. %ti»m^ 
ibe aunea, old wives, and olbet ancUtil Ocixqiac\«^v& ^Ooii 
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place ; but time and improvement have almost obliterated 
both the tradition and the scene of battle ; for what was 
once the blood-stained valley is now in the centre of this 
populous city, and known by the name of Dey Street. 

I'he accumulatiof^ wealth and consequence of New 
Amsterdam and its dependencies, at length awakened the 
tender solicitude of the mother country ; who finding it a 
thriving and opulent colony, and that it promised to jiield 
ppreat profit and no trouble, all at once became wonder- 
fully anxious about its safety, and began to load it with 
tokens of regard, in the same manner that your knowing 
people are sure to overwhelm rich relations with their 
affection and loving kindness. 

The usual marks of protection shewn by mother coun. 
tries to wealthy colonies were forthwith manifested ; the 
first care always being to send rulers to the new settle, 
ment, with orders to squeeze as much revenue from it as 
it will yield. Accordingly, in the year of our Lord, 1629, 
Mynheer Wouter Van Twiller, was appointed go- 
▼emor of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts, under the 
commission and control of their High Mightinesses, the 
Lords States General of the United Netherlands, and the 
privileged West India Company. 

Thb renowned old gentleman arrived at New Amster- 
day in the merry month of June, the sweetest month in 
all the year; when Dan Apollo seems to dance up the 
transparent firmament — ^when the robin, the thrush, and 
a thousand other wanton songsters, make the woods to 
resound with amorous ditties, and the luxurious little 
boblincon revels among the clover blossoms of the meadows ; 
all which happy coincidences persuaded the old dames of 
New Amsterdam, who were skilled in the art of foretell- 
ing events, that this was to be a happy and pros|)erous 
administration. 

But as it would be derogatory to the consequence of 
the first Dutch governor of the g^eat province of Nieuw 
Nederlandts, to be thus scurvily introduced at the end 
of a chapter, 1 will put an end to this second book of my 
history, that I msy usher him in with more dignity in the 
beginning of my next. 

MMD or BOOK «mco«i»% 
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BOOK THIRD. 

IN WHICH 16 RECORDED THE GOLDEN REIGN OF 
WOUTER VAN TWILLER. 



CHAP. I. 

O/ the renotvned Wauter Van Twillety hU unparalleled 

virtues — cm liketcise his unutterable wisdmn in the Law 

Case of Wandle Schoonlioven and Barent Bleecker — amd 

the great admiration of the Public thereat. 

Grievous and very much to be commiserated is the task 
of the feeling historian, who writes the history of his 
native land. If it fall to his lot to be the sad recorder of 
calamity or crime, the mournful page is watered with his 
tears : nor can he recal the most prosperous and blissful 
era, without a melancholy sigh at the reflection, that it has 
passed away for ever ! I know not whether it be owing 
to an immoderate love for the simplicity of fmrmer times, 
or to that certain tenderness of heart incident to all senti- 
mental historians ; but I candidly confess that I cannot 
look back on the happier days of our city, which I now 
describe, without a sad dejection of the spirits. With -a 
faltering hand do 1 withdraw the curtain of oblivion, that 
veils the modest merits of our venerable ancestors ; and as 
their figures rise to my mental vision, humble myself 
before the mighty shades. 

Such are my feelings when I revisit the family mansion 
of the Knickerbockers, and spend a lonely hour in the 
chamber where hang the portraits of niy forefathers, 
slirouded in dust, like the forms they represent.' With 
pious reverence, do 1 gaze on the countenances of those 
renowned burghers, who have preceded me in the steady 
march of existence : whose sober and temperate blood 
now meanders through my veins, flowing slower and 
slower hi its feeble conduits, until its current shall sooo 
ife stopped for ever ! 
These, say I to mysclfy are but fvaW \svevttw'vi\a ^ 
'^igli^y men who Hourished in tW da^% o^ VVv<i v«^Vt>A 
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bat who, alas, have long^ since mouldered in that tomb, 
towards which my steps are insensibly and irresistibly 
hasteninfl^! As I pace the darkened chambei* and lose 
myself in melancholy musings, the shadowy imag^ around 
me almost seem to steal once more into existence : their 
countenances to assume the animation of life— their eyes 
to pursue me in every movement ! Carried away by 
the delusion of fancy, I almost imagine myself sur- 
rounded by the shades of the departed, and holding sweet 
converse with the worthies of antiquity I Ah, hapless 
I>iedrich! horn in a degenerate age, abandoned to the 
buffetings of fortune— « stranger and a weary pilgrim in 
thy native land ; blessed with no weeping wife, nor family 
of helpless children ; but doomed to wander neglected 
through those crowded streets, and elbowed by foreign 
upstarts from those fair abodes where once thine ancestors 
held sovereign empire I 

Let me not, however, lose the historian in the man, nor 
•affer the doting recollections of age to overcome me, 
while dwelling with fond garrulity on the virtuous days of 
die patriarchs— on those sweet days of simplicity and 
case which never more will dawn on the lovely island of 
Manna-hata! 

The renowned Wouter (or Walter) Van Twiller was 
descended from a long line of Dutch burgomasters, who 
had successively dozed away their lives, and grown fat 
■poo the bench of magistracy m Rotterdam ; and who 
had comported themselves with such singular wisdom and 
propriety that they were never either heard or talked of — 
which, next to being universally applauded, should be the 
object of ambition to all sage magistrates and rulers. 

His surname of Twiller is said to be a corruption of 
the original Tyoijfler^ which in English means Doubter ; a 
name admirably descriptive of his deliberative habits. 
For though he was a man shut up within himself like an 
ojrster, and of such a profoundly reflective turn that he 
■carcdy ever spoke except in monosyllables ; yet did he 
never make up his mind on any doubtful point. This was 
clearly accounted for by his adherents, who afELrcoftd 0\^\. 
be always conceived every sob^ccl oil «o cxycKi'^x^Q^'^^'^^ 
A sci/e liiat be had not room in \ua YieaA V<i V^vtiNX ^?*^ 
mud exBmiae both sides of a-, ao VhaXYMt «\^Vi^ tw»»>»» 
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in doubt, merely in oonsequeiice of the Mtonithhig nmg- 
nituile of hit ideas ! 

There are two opposite wayi by which some men ](et 
into notice— one by talkin)^ a vast deal and thinking a 
little, and the other by holding their tongues and not 
thinking at all. By the first, many a vaponring superficial 
pretender acquires the reputation of a man of quick parts 
—by the other, many a vacant dunderpate, like the owl, 
the stupidest of birds, comes to be complimented, by a 
discerning world, with all the attributes of wisdom. This, 
by the way, is a mere casual remark, which 1 would not 
for the universe have it thought I apply lo Governor Van 
Twiller. On the contrary, he was a very wise Dutchman, 
for he never said a foolish thing ; and of such invincible 
gravity that he was qever known to laugh, or even to. 
smile through the course of a long and prosperous life. 
Certain, however, it is, there ncvei* was a matter proposed, 
however simple, and on which your common narrow- 
minded mortals would rashly determine at the first glance, 
but what the renowned Wouter put on a mighty myste- 
rious, vacant kind of look, shook his capacious head, and 
having smoked for five miuutes with redoubled earnest- 
ness, sagely observed, that '' he had his doubts about 
the matter:'^ — which, in process of time, gained him 
the character of a man slow of belief, and not easily im- 
posed on. 

The person of this illustrious old gentleman was as 
i-egularly formed, and nobly proportioned, as though it had 
been moulded by the hands of some cunning Dutch 
statuary as a model of majesty and lordly grandeur. He 
was exactly five feet six inches in height, and six feet five 
inches in circumference. His head was a perfect sphere, 
far excelling in magnitude that of the great Pericles (wbo 
was thence waggishly called SchenoGephaluSf or onion 
head)— indeed, of such stupendous dimensions was it, that 
dame Nature herself, with all her sex^s ingenuity, would 
have been puzzled to construct a neck capable of support- 
ing it; wherefore she wisely declined the attempt* and 
settled it firmly on the top of his back-bone, just between 
the ahoulden ; where it remained aa «uvk^^ bedi&ed «a a 
ship of war in the m%»d of iVws Po\»,i»^c. "W«\kA^ ■«%* 
W aa oblong form, paiUcuWX^ cav^wwaA «\ >»AV««a% 
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which was wisely ordere d by Providence, seeing that he 
was a maa of sedentary habits, and very averse to tlie 
idle ia)M>ur of wallcing. His legs, though exceeding short, 
were stnrdy in proportion to the weight they had to sustain ; 
so tliat when erect he had not a little the appearance of a 
robustious beer barrel, standing on skids. His face, that 
infaUible index of the mind, presented a vast expanse^ 
peifectly nnfurrowed or defornaied by any of those lines 
and angles which disfigure the human countenance with 
what is termed expression. Two small grey eyes twinkled 
feebly in the midst, like two stars of lesser magnitude, in a 
hazy firmament ; and his full-fed cheeks, which seemed to 
have taken toll of every thing that went into bis mouth, 
were curiously mottled and streaked with dusky reil, like 
a Spitzenberg apple. 

His habits were as regular as his person. He daily 
took his four stated meals, appropriating exactly an hour 
to each ; he smoked and doubted eight hours, and he slept 
the remauiing twelve of the four-and-twenty. Such was 
the renowned Wouter Van Twillcr— -a true philosopher, 
for his mind was either elevated above, or tranquiHy set- 
tled below, the cares and perplexities of this world. He 
had lived in it for years, without feeling the least curiosity 
to know whether the sun revolved round it, or it round 
the sun; and he had even watched for at least half a 
century, the smoke curling from his pipe to tlie ceiling, 
without once troubling his head with any of those nume- 
IOU8 theories, by which a philosopher would have perplexed 
his brain, in accounting for itb rising above Ihi^ surround- 
ing atmoHphere. 

In his council he presided with great state and solem- 
nity He sat in a huge chair of solid oak liewn in the 
relebrated forest of the Hague, fabricated by an experi- 
enced Timmerman of Amsterdam, and curiously carved 
about the arms and feet, into exact imitations of gigantic 
eagles* claws. Instead of a sceptre, he swayed a long 
Turkish pipe, wrought with jasmin and amber, which had 
been pret>entoi to a stadtholder of Holland, at the con- 
clusion of a treaty with one of the petty Barbary ^witm. 
In this iftatc)y chair would \ie «\\^ axA V\m \v\9w>p\>^^«vX. 
pipe wtiuhl lie smoke, shaking \u* t\^\\. V\ve^ vi\>\\ "a. «»\\- 
tftiitil motion, ami fixing his c^ea Cvit V%ovkt% Vvi^«vV«^ >^ V-"**- 
Mtle iHiBt of Araslrrdain^ ^ViM:\i Vkuxv% Ss\ *. VJ^slV^^* 
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agaimt the opposite wall of the ootmcil chamber. Naji 
It has even been said, that when any deliberation of 
extraordinary length and intricacy was on the carpet, the 
renowned Wouter would absolutely shut his eyes for fall 
two hours at a time, that he mif ht not be disturbed by 
external objects ; and at such times the internal commo- 
tion of his mind was evinced by certain regular guttural 
sounds, which his admirers declared were merely the 
noise of conflict made by his contending doubts and 
opinions. 

It is with infinite difficulty I have been enabled to col- 
lect these biographical anecdotes of the great man under 
consideration. The facts respecting him Were so scattered 
and vague, and divers of them so questionable in point of 
authenticity, that I have had to give up the search after 
many, and decline the admission of still more, which would 
have tended to heighten the colouring of his portrait. 

I have been the more anxious to delineate fully the 
person and habits of the renowned Van Twiller, from the 
consideration that he was not only the first, but also the 
best governor that ever presided over this ancient and 
respectable province ; and so tranquil and benevolent was 
his reign, that 1 do not find, throughout the whole of it, a 
single instance of an offender being brought to punish- 
ment ;— « most indubitable sigpn of a merciful govemori 
and a case unparalleled, excepting in the reign of the illus- 
trious King LAg, from whom, it is hinted, the renowned 
Van Twiller was a lineal descendant. 

The very outset of the career of this excellent magi- 
strate, like that of Solomon, or to speak more appropri- 
ately, like that of the illustrious governor of Barataria, 
was distinguished by an example of le|^l acumen, that 
gave flattering presage of a wise and equitable administra- 
tion. The very moi*ning after he had been solemnly in- 
stalled in office, and at the moment that he was making 
his breakfast from a prodigious earthen dish, filled with 
milk and' Indian pudding, he was suddenly interrupted by 
the appearance of one Wandle Schoonhoven, a very im- 
portant old burgher of New Amsterdam, who complained 
bitterly of one Barent Bleecker, inasmuch as he fraudu- 
lently refused to come to a settlement of accounts, aedng 
that there was a heavy balance in favour of the said 
Waudle, Governor VattTwT\\«JC,aa\Wi^%^seadY obienred^ 
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was a man of few words ; he was likewise a mortal 
coemy to mulliplying writings, or being disturbed at his 
breakfast. Having listened attentively to the statement 
of Wandle Schoouhoven, giving an occasional grunt, as 
he shovelled a mighty spoonful of Indian pudding into 
his mouth— either as a sign that he relished the dish, or 
comprehended the story : he called unto him his consta- 
ble, and pulling out of his breeches pocket a huge jack- 
knife, despatched it after the defendant as a summons, 
arcompauied by his tobacco box as a warrant. 

Ttiis summary process was as effectual in those simple 
days as was the seal ring of the great Haroun Alraschid 
among the true' believers. The two parties, being con- 
fronted before him, each produced a book of accounts, 
written in a language and character that would have 
puzzled any but a high Dutch commentator, or a learned 
decipherer of Egyptian obelisks, to understand. The sage 
VVouter took them one after another, and having poised 
Uicm in his hands, and attentively counted over the 
number of leaves, fell straightway into a very great doubt, 
and smoked for half an hour without saying a word j at 
length, laying bis finger beside his nose, and shutting his 
eyes for a momait, with the air of' a man who has just 
caught a subtle idea by the tail, be slowly took his pipe from 
his mouth, puffed forth a column of tobacco smoke, and 
with marvellous gravity and solemnity pronounced— that 
having carefully counted over the leaves and weighed the 
books, it was found, that one was just as thick and as 
heavy as the other — therefore it was the final opinion of 
ibe court, that the accounts were equally balanced— there- 
ftire Wandle should give Barent a receipt, and Barent 
should give Wandle a receipt— and the constable should 
pay the costs. 

This decision, being straightway made known, diffused 
general joy throughout New Amsterdam ; for the people 
immediately perceived, tliet they had a very wise and 
equitable magistrate to rule over them. But its happiest 
effect was, thst not another lawsuit look place throughout 
the whole of h'li administration ; and the oflice of cuaHt«^ 
ble fell into such decay, that tViere w«a tivA vycv^ ^K ^^Gl».%ff^ 
lufe/ jfOfMi/s kuowa io the province Coy luwcv^ '»j«».t%. \ '•^ 
the more §MuriicuUr iu dweUiuyt wi \Vws Vt%w»«>^>»^'» "^^ 
ofify becmumi i doen H oim of tUi in«s^ m^ ^^ ''''^ 
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out judfcments on record, and well worthy the attenlioD of' 
mo ern magistrates, but because it was a miraculous event 
in the history of tlie renowned Wouter— being the only 
time he was ever known to come to a decisioDy in the 
whole course of his life. 



CHAP. II. 

Containing tome aecouni of the grand CouneU of New 

Amsterdam, a» also divers especial good phUosofAical 

reasons wkif an Alderman should be /at — with other 

particukLrs touching the State of the Promnee. 

In treating of the early governors of the province, I must 
caution my readers against confounding them, in point of 
dignity and power, with those worthy gentlemen who are 
whimsically denominated governors in this enlightened 
republic-— a set of unhappy victims of popularity, who are 
in fact the most dependent, hen-pecked beings in the com« 
munity— doomed to bear the secret goadings and correc- 
tions of their own party, and the sneers and revilings of 
the whole world beside— set up like geese at Christmas 
holidays, to be pelted and shot at by every whister and 
Tagabonid in the land. On the contrary, the Dutch 
governors enjoyed that uncontrolled authority vested in all 
commanders of distant colonies or territories. They were ■ 
in a manner absolute despots in their little domains, lord- 
ing it, if so disposed, over both law and gospel, and 
accountable to none but the mother country ; which, it is 
well known, is astonishingly deaf to all complaints against 
its governors, provided they discharge the main duty of 
their station — squeezing out a good revenue. This hint 
will be of importance, to prevent my readers from being 
seized with doubt and incredulity, whenever, in the course 
of this authentic history, they encounter the uncommon 
circumstance, of a governor acting with independence, and 
m opposition to the opinions of the multitude. 

To assist the doubtful Wouter in the arduous businesa . 

of l^islation, a board of magistrates was appointed, which 

presided immediately over the police. This potent body 

consisted of a schout or bailiff, with powers between thoac 

of the preeeut mayor and thenff *, ti^e burfgermeetteni wIm 
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were equivalent to aldermen ; and five scbepens, who 
officiated as scrubs, sub-devils, or bottle-holders to the 
bargenneesters, in the same manner as do assistant aldor- 
men to their principals at the present day — it being their 
duty to fill the pipes of the lordly burgermeesters, hunt the 
markets for delicacies for corporation dinners, and to dis- 
charge such other little offices of kindness, as were occa- 
sionally required. It was, moreover, tacitly understood, 
though not specifically enjoined, that they should consider 
themselves as butts for the blunt wits of the burgermeesters, 
and should laugh most heartily at all their jokes ; but this 
last was a duty as rarely called in action in those days as 
it is at present, and was shortly remitted, in consequence 
of the tragical death of a fat little schepen, who actually 
died of suffocation in an unsuccessful effort to force m 
laugh at one of burgermeester Van Zandt^s best jokes. 

In return for these humble services, they were permitted 
to say ye$ and no at the council board, and to have that 
enviable privilege, the run of the public kitchen \ being 
gracbttsly permitted to eat, and drink, and smoke, at all 
tboae snug junketing^ and public gormandizings, for which 
the ancient magistrates were equally famous with their 
more modem successors. The post of schepen, therefore, 
like that of assistant alderman, was eagerly coveted by all 
your burghers of a certain description, who have a huge 
reliah for good feeding, and an humble ambition to be 
great men, in a small way — who thirst after a little brief 
authority, that shall render them the terror of the almshouse 
and the bridewell — that shall enable them to lord it over 
obacquioas poverty, vagrant vice, outcast prostitution, and 
hungar-driven dishonestly— that shall place in their hand 
the Icwnr, but galling scourge of the law, and give to 
their beck a houiki-like pack of catchpoles and bum-bailiffs 
—tenfold greater rogues than the culprits they hunt down! 
—My readers will excuse this sudden warmth, which I 
eoofesa is unbecoming of a grave hi«torian ; but I have a 
mortal antipathy to catchpoles, bum-bailiffs, and little 
great men. 

The ancient magistrates of this city corresponded with 
dioae of the present time no less in form, magnitude, and 
intellect, than in prerogative and privilege. The burgo- 
OMiterSy like our aldermen, were generally chosen by 
weiglit ; and not only the weight of the body, but UkewisA 
tlw wciglit of the hmd. It i« a maxiin ^pivmc^k»\V| «:kM«n«l 
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io all honest; plain thinking, regular citiet, that an ald<T' 
man tihould be fat — and the wifidom of ihiH can be proved 
to a certainty. That the body is io sonie maesitre an 
image of the mind, or rather that the mind is moulded to 
the body, like melted lead to the clay in which it is cast, 
has been insisted on by many men of science, who hare 
made human nature their peculiar study. For as a learned 
gentleman of our own city observes, ** there is a constant 
relation between the moral character of all intelligent crea- 
tui*es, and their physical constitution — between their habits 
and the structure of their bodies.^* Thus we see, that a 
lean, spare, diminutive body is generally accompanied by 
a petulant, restless, meddling mind. Eitlier the mind 
wears duwn the body by its continual motion ; or else the 
body, not affordiug the mind sufficient liousc-room, keeps 
it continually in a state of fretfuloess, tossing and worry- 
iiig about, from the uneasiness of its situation. Whereas 
your round, sleek, fat, unwieldy periphei7 is ever atteniled 
by a mind like itself, tranquil, torpid, and at ease ; and 
we may always observe, that your well fed, robustious 
burghers are in general very tenacious of tlieir ease and 
comfort ', being great enemies to noise, discord, and dis- 
turbance : and surely none are more likely to study the 
public tranquillity than those who are so careful of tlieir 
own. Who ever hears of fat men heading a riot, or hei-d- 
ing together in turbulent mobs?— No — no — it is your lean, 
hungry men, who are .continually worrying society, and 
setting the whole community by the cars. 

The divine Plato, whose doctrines are not sufficiently 
attended to by philosophers of the present age, allows to 
every man three souls : one immortal and rational, seated 
in the brain, that it may overlook and regulate the IxMly 
— a second consisting of the surly and iracible passions, 
which, like belligerent powers, lie encam|>ed around the 
licart — a third mortal and sensual, destitute of reason, 
gross and brutal in its propensities, and enchained in the 
liclly, that it may not disturb tlie divine soul, hy its raveu- 

. ous liowlings. Now, according to this excellent theory, 

what can be mo)*e clear, than that your fat alderman is 

most likely to have the most regular and well conditioned 

tnwfL His head is like a Viv\g;e, «Y^ev\K9A chsLU\ber^ con- 

tain'mg a prodigious mass of soil bvaXu*, viVivx^euu >^ 
mtional soul lies softly and anu|(\^ cwicVieA^ u**i\\ ^ ^«»>^«x 
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bed*, and the eyes, which are the windows of the bed- 
chamber, are usually half closed, that its sliimberings may 
Dpt be disturbed by external objects. A mind thus com- 
fortably lodged, and protected fi'oni disturbance, is mani- 
festly most likely to perform its functions with regularity 
and ease. By dint of g^ood feeding, moreover, the mortal 
and malignant soul, which is confined in the belly, and 
which, by its raging and roaring, puts the irritable soul in 
the neighbourhood of the heart in an intolerable passion, 
and thus renders men crusty and quarrelsome when 
hungry — is completely pacified, silenced, and put to rest : 
whereupon a host of honest good fellow qualities, and 
kind-hearted affections, which had lain perdue, slily peep- 
ing out of the loopholes of the heart, finding this Cerberus 
asleep, do pluck up their spirits, turn out one and all in their 
holiday suitii, and gambol up and down the diaphragm — 
disposing their professors to laughter, good humour, and 
a thousand friendly offices towards his (ellow mortals. 

As a iMai-d of magistrates, formed on this model, think 
but very little, they are the less likely to differ aud wrangle 
about favourite opinions ; and as they generally transact 
business upon a hearty dinner, they are naturally disposed 
to be lenient and indulgent in the administration of their 
duties. Charlemagne was conscious of this, and thcrefurc 
(a 'pitiful measure, for which 1 can never forgive him) 
ordered in his cartularies, that no judge should hold a 
court of justice, except in the morning, on an empty 
stomach. — A rule which, I warrant, bore hard upon all the 
poor culprits in his kingdom. The more enlightened and 
humane generation of the present day have taken an 
opposite course, and have so managed that the aldermen 
are the best fed men in the community ; feasting lustily 
ou the (al things of the land, and gorging so heartily 
oysters and turtles, that in process of time tliey acquire the 
activity of the one, and the foim, the waddle, and the 
green fat of the other. The consequence is, as I have 
just said, these luxurious feasting^ do produce such a 
duloet equanimity and repose of the soul, rational and 
irrational^ that their transactions are viro^evVA^V ^vve vjcwn^xv 
ing moDoioay ; and (be profound \aw«) "wViwV >Xie^ c?q»sK 
Ja their Hoziag momenta, amid VVie WVviwta <A ^\>ip>^svci> 
are quietly Buffered to remain aa dead V^.^v\1^^ ^w ^^^ 
ett^ced, wbeo awake. Ia a word> '^out Uvt to>wA^ 

1. 
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lied burg^nia8tei*8, like a full-fed mastiff, dozes quietl]^ at 
the bouse door, always at hom^ and always at hand to 
watch over its safety : but as to electing a lean, meddling 
candidate to the office, as has now and then been done, I 
would as lief put a greyhound to watch the house, or a 
race horse to drag an ox- waggon. 

The burgomasters then, as I have already mentioned, 
were wisely chosen by weight, and the schepens, or 
assistant aldermen, were appointed to attend upon them, 
and kelp them to eat; but the latter, in the course of time, 
when they had been fed and fattened into sufficient bulk of 
body and drowsiness of brain, became very eligible candi- 
dates for the burgomasters^ chair ; have fairly eaten them- 
selves into office^ as a mouse eats his way into a comfort- 
able lodgment in a goodly blue nosed, skimmed milk. New 
£ng1and cheese. 

Nothing could equal the profound deliberations that 
took place between the renowned Wouter and these his 
worthy compeers, unless it be the sage divans of some of 
our modern corporations. They would sit for hours smoking 
and dozing over public affairs, without speaking a word to 
interrupt that perfect stillness, so necessary to deep reflec- 
tion. Under the sober sway of Wouter Van Twiller and 
these his worthy coadjutors, the infant settlement wayed 
vigorous apace, gradually emerging from the swamps and 
forests, and exhibiting that mingled appearance of town 
and country, customary in new cities, and which at this 
day may be witnessed in the city of Washington ; that 
imdiense metropolis, which makes so glorious an appear- 
ance on paper. 

It was a pleasing sight in those times, to behold the 
honest burgher, like a patriahchof yore, seated on the 
bench at the door of his whitewashed house, under the 
shade of some gigantic sycamore, or overhanging willow. 
Here would he smoke his pipe of a sultry afternoon, 
er^oying the soft southern breeze, and listening with silent 
gratulation to the clucking of his hens, the cackling of his 
geese, and the sonorous grunting of his swine ; that com- 
bination of farm-yard melody, which may truly be said to 
have a silver sound, inasmuch as it conveys a certain 
assurance of profitable marketing. 

The modern spectator, who wanders through the streets 
oft&ia populouB city, qui acaxcdy Cocm axivNea. ^ ^^ <£&. 
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lerent appearance they presented in the primitive days of 
the Doubter, the busy hum of multitudes, the shouts of 
rerelry, the rumbling equipages of &8hion, the rattling of 
accursed carts, and all the spirit-grieving sounds of brawl- 
ing commerce, were unknown in the settlement of New 
Amstei-dam. The grass grew quietly in the highways; 
the bleating sheep and frolicsome calves sport^ about 
the verdant ridge where now the Broadway loungers take 
their morning stroll ; the cunning fox or ravenous wolf 
akulked in the woods where now are to be seen the dens 
of Gomez and his righteous fraternity of money brokers ; 
and flocks of vociferous geese cackled about the fields 
where now the g^reat Tammany wigwam and the patriotic 
tavern of Martling echo with the wranglings of the mob. 

In these good times did a true and enviable equality of 
rank and property prevail, equally removed from the 
arrogance of wealth, and the servility and heartburnings of 
repining poverty ; and what in my mind is still moie con- 
ducive to tranquillity and harmony among friends, a happy 
equality of intellect was likewise to be seen. The minds 
of the good burghers of New Amsterdam seemed all to 
have l>^n ca«t in one mould, and to be those honest, blunt 
sort of minds which, like certain manufactures, are made 
by the gross, and considered as exceedingly good for com- 
mon use. 

Thus it happens that your true dull minds are generally 
preferred for public employ, and especially promoted to 
city honours ; your keen intellects, like razors, being con- 
•idered too sharp for common service. 1 know that it is 
common to rail al the unequal distribution of riches as the 
great source of jealousies, broils, and heart-breakings ; 
whereas for my part, I verily believe it is the sad inequa- 
lity of intellect that prevails, that embroils communities 
more than any thing else ; and I have remarked that your 
knowing people, who are so much wiser than any body 
dse, are eternally keeping society in a ferment. Happily 
for New Amsterdam nothing of the kind was known within 
its walls — the very words of learning, education, taste, and 
talents, were unheard of--a bright genius was an animal 
Bttknown, a blue-stocking lady would have been regarded 
with as much wonder as a horned ^to% Qt ^ ^^x-*^ ^xv^vi.. 
No man in fact seemed to know vnor^ ^'WiVvk \tft\^|JiiQ«^'« 
mar aay m&u to know muc\i mw^ V\mmi «^ V«fs«»N- '^ 
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ouj^ht to know, who has nobody^H business to mind bot hb 
uwu ', the parson and tlie council clerk were the only men 
that could read in the community, and the sage Van 
Twiller always signed his name with a cross. 

Thrice happy and ever to he envied little Burgh ! exist- 
ing ill all the security of harmless insignificance— unno- 
ticed and unenvied by the world, without ambition, with- 
out vain-glory, without riches, without learning, and all 
their train of carking cares ; and as of yore, in better da^ 
of man, the deities were wont to visit him on earth, and 
bless his rural habitations ; so we are told, in the silvan 
days of New Amstei*dam, the good St. Nicholas would 
often make his appearance, in his beloved city, of a holi- 
day afternoon, riding joUily among the tree tops, or over 
the roofs of the houses, now and then drawing forth mag- 
nificent presents from his breeches pockets, and dropping 
them down the chimneys of his favourites. Whereas in 
these degenerate days of iron and brass, he never shows 
OS the light of his countenance, nor ever visits us, save 
one night in the year ; when he rattles down the chimneys 
of the descendants of the patriarchs, confining his presents 
merely to the children, in token of the degeneracy of the 
parents. 

Such are the comforts and thriving effects of a fat 
government. The province of the New Netherlands, des- 
titute of wealth, possessed a sweet tranquillity, that wealth 
could never purchase. It seemed indeed as if old Saturn 
had again commenced his reign, and renewed the days of 
primeval simplicity. For the golden age, says Ovid, was 
totally destitute of gold, and for that very reason was called 
the golden age J that is, the happy and fortunate age— 
because the evils produced by the precious metals, such as 
avarice, covetousness, theft, rapine, usury, banking, note- 
shav'mg, lottery-insuring, and the whole catalogue of 
crimes and grievances, were then unknown. In the iron 
age there wfts abundance of gold ; on that very account it 
was called the iron lige, because of the hardships, the 
laboure, the dissensions, and the wars, occasioned by the 
thirst of gold. 

The genial days of Wouter Van Twiller, therefore, 
may truly be termed the golden age of our city. Ther 
were neither public commotions, nor private quarreli 
neither parties, nor sects, nor schisms 5 neither proaect 



■•My Bor tilalBy nor punishineiits ; nor were there coun- 
cUon, «Uonkey89 catchpolefl, or haagmen. Every man 
ittcaded to what littie basiness he was lucky enough to 
m>wt^ or neglected it if he pleased, without asking the 
BpiaioD of hU neighbour. In those days nobody meddled 
with concerts) above his comprehension, nor thrust his 
Boae Into other people^s affairs ; nor neglected to correct 
luB own conduct, and reform his own character, in his 
seal to pall to pieces the characters of others ; but in a 
word, erery respectable citizen eat when he was not 
kangryy drank when he was not thirsty, and went regu- 
larly to bed when the sun set and the fowls went to roost, 
whether be were sleepy or not ; all which tended so 
remarfcably to the population of the settlement, that I am 
told every dutiful wife throughout New Amsterdam made 
a point Af always enriching her husband with at least one 
child a year, and very* often a brace: this superabundance 
of good things clearly constituting the true luxury of life, 
according to the favourite Dutch maxim, that ** more than 
enough constitutes a feast.** Every thing therefore went 
on exactly as it should do, and in the usual words em- 
ployed by historians to express the welfare of a country; 
<* the profoundest tranquillity trnd repose reigned through- 
out the province.*' 



CHAP. IIU 

How the Toum of New Anuterdam aroteoui of mud, and 

eame to be maroelUnuly polished and polite-together 

with a picture of our eat great Orandfathers. 

Manifold are the taste and dispositions of the enligbt- 
ened literati, who turn over tne pages of history. Some 
there be whose hearts are brimful of the yeast of courage, 
a«d whose bosoms do work, and swell, and foam, with 
vntried valour, like a barrel of new cider, or a train band 
captain, fresh from under the hands of his tailor. This 
doughty class of readers can be satisfied with nothing but 
bloody battles and horrible encounters ; they must be 
CKNitinually storming forts, sacking cities, springing mines, 
marching up to the muzzles of cannon, charging bayonet 
throaffa every page, and re^eWm^ vai ^^w\Kk>H^l^ «sad 
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cai-nage. Others, who are of a less martial, but equally 
ardcut imagination, and who, withal, are a little given to 
the marvellous, will dwell with wonderous satisfactiou on 
descriptions of prodig:ies, unheard-of events, bair-breadth 
escapes, hardy adventures, and all those astonishing narra- 
tions that just amble along the boundary line of possi- 
bility. A third class, who, nut to speak slightly of them, 
are of a lighter turn, and skim over tlie records of past 
times, as they do over the edifying pages of a novel, 
merely for relaxation and iimoceut amusement, do singu- 
larly delight in treasons, executions, Sabine itipes, Tarquin 
outrages, conflagrations, munlcrs, and all the other cata- 
logue of hideous crimes, that like cayenne in cookery, do 
give a pungency and flavour to the dull detail of history \ 
while a fourth class, of more philosophic habits, do dili- 
gently poreover the musty chronicles of time, to*investi- 
gate the operations of the human niiuil, and watch the 
gradual changes in men and manners, effected by the 
progress of knowledge, the vicissitudes of events, or the 
influence of situation. 

If the three first classes, find but little wherewithal to 
solace themselves in the tranquil reign of Wouter Van 
Twiller, I entreat them to exert their patience for awhile, 
and bear with the tedious picture of happiness, prosperity, 
and peace, which my duty as a faithful historian obliges 
me to draw *, and 1 promise them, that as soon as 1 can 
possibly light upon any thing horrible, uncommon, or im- 
possible, it shall go hard but I will make it aifurd them 
entertainment. This being premised, I turn with great 
complacency to the fourth class of my readers, who are 
men, or, if possible, women after my own heart ; grave, 
philosophical, and investigating ; fond of analyzing cba- 
racters, of taking a start from first causes, and so hunting 
a nation down, through all the mazes of innovation and 
improvement. Such will naturally be anxious to witness 
the first developement of the newly hatched colony, and 
the primitive mannera and customs prevalent among its 
inhabitants, during the halcyon reign of Van Twillef) or 
the Doubter. 

I will not grieve their patience, however, by describing 
miuutely the increase aud improvement of New Amster- 
dam. Their own iniagiuatious will doubtless present to 
^ta the good ^ur^iiei-s, like so mau^ v^\\u^VaNiAVi^ ^is^ 
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efllnvis of mud and mire ; wbicb tbejr obwrved bad ■ 
tmlf vbolnome amcll, and rraiinded Ibem of Ibe canata 
Of Holbod. To tbe iodcbli^blc laboara, and yniMt- 
wortbf example of this lilter clau of projeclon, are we 
iwlcbtfd for Ihe acta of arlificial grouDd, on wbicb 
■ereral of our Btreeta in tbe vicinitf of tbe riven are 
ballt; and wbicb, if we may credit tbe asaertiona of ae'e- 
rml learned pfaysiciarai of thi* city, have been very cffica- 
ciona in producing Ihe yellow fever. 

Tbe bouaei of (be bigber clau were gcDerally eon- 
■tmcted of wood, exceptiog the gable-end, wbicb wai of 
amall biack and yellow Dutch bricks, and alwaja ftced 
on the itreel ; aa our anceaton, like tbeir deaceadanla, 
were very much given to uutward show, aod were noted 
far putting tbe beet leg foremuet. Tbe boate wai alwaya 
ftmutaed wilb abundance of large doora and small win- 
dows on every floor; Ibe date of ila erection wai cnri- 
ouily deaignalcd by iron Rgurea on tbe front ; and oa the 
lop of the roof wai percbed a fierce little weathercock, 
lo let the fomily into the important aecrec, which way tbe 
wind blew. Theae, like Ihe westhercocka on Ihe topa of 
oar aterplea, point^ so many different waya thai every 
roan Cuuld have a wind to bis mind ; aod you would have 
thought old lEolua had ael all his bags of wind adrift, 
pell-mell, lo gambol about tbia wiudy metropulia ; the 
most stanch and loyal citizens, however, always went 
acccordin; to Ibe weathercock on tbe top of the govrnior''i 
house, wbicb was certainly the most correct, as be bad a 
Irmly aervBOt employed every muraing to climb up and 
point it wbicbever way tbe wind blew. 

In those good dayi of simplicity bihI tumhine, pas- 
sion foi' clekniineaa was the leading principle in domestic 
economy, and tbe universal test of an abVe boosewife : a 
character which fonnnl tbe utmost ambilioa of our 
uoenligbtened grandmothers. Thetrunl door was never 
opened except on marriages, fanerals, new-year's days, 
the festival of St. Nicholas, or some sucb gnat occasioa. 
It was ornamented with a gorgeuui braas knocker, 
curiously wrought, sometimes into the device of a dog, 
and sonutimes of a lion's bead i and was dally burnislinl 
irilb sucb religious zeal that it was oft-times worn out 
by tbe very precautious lakeu fin \U preMivntKHi. TTia 
trhule boiac was cousluutlj tnaitaLe oE nuuiJtaVum, \isAiti 
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the diadpliiie of mops and brooms and BcrnbbiDg-bnislies ; 
aiid the good housewives of those days were a kind of 
amphibious aoima), delighting exceedingly to be dabbling 
in water— insomuch that an historian of the day gravely 
telU us, that many of his townswomen gi'ew to have 
webbed fingers like unto a duck j and some of them, he 
bad little doubt, could the matter be examined into, would 
be found to have the tails of mermaids i but this I look 
upon to be a mere sport of fency, or what is worse, a 
wilful misrepresentation. 

The graud parlour was the sanctum sanctorum, where 
the passion for cleaning was indulged without control. 
Ill this sacred apa^ment no one was admitted to eotei; 
excepting the mistress and her confidential n^aid, wIm 
visited it once a week ; for the purpose of giving it a 
thorough cleaning, and putting things to rights ; always 
taking the precaution of leaving their shoes at the door, 
and entering devontly on their stocking feet. After 
scrubbing tl& floor, sprinkling it with fine white sand, 
which was curiously stroked into angles and curves, and 
rhomboids, with a- broom — after washing the windows, 
rubbing and polishing the furnitui*e, and putting a new 
bunch of evergreens in the fire-place ; the window-shutters 
were again closed to keep out the flies, and the room 
carefully locked up until the revolution of time brought 
round the weekly cleaning day. 

Ab to the fiimily, they always entered in at the gate^ 
and mobt generally lived in the kitchen. To have seen 
a numerous household xassembled around the fire, one 
would have imagined that he was transported back to 
those happy days of primeval simplicity, which float 
before our imaginatbns like golden visions. The fire- 
places were of a truly patriarchal magnitude, where the 
whole family, old and young, master and servant, black 
and white, nay, even the very cat and dog, enjoyed a com- 
munity of privilege, and had each a prescriptive right to 
a comer. Here the old burgher would sit in perfect 
silence, puffing hb pipe, looking in the fire with half shut 
eyes, and thinking of nothing for hours together; the 
goede vrouw on the opposite side would employ herself 
diligently in spinning her yam, or knitting stockings. The 
young folks would crowd around the hearth, listeiiiiig 
with breathless attention to some old crone oC <k vmc^v^a^ 
who was the oracle of the famW^ *, iai^l ^wVio^ ^vcOb«^\^^ 
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a rayen in a corner of the diimney, would croak forth Ibr 
a lonff winter afternoon a string of incredible atories abont 
New-England witchef, grisly ghosts, horses without beads, 
and hair-breadth escapes, and bloody encounters among 
the Indians. 

In those happy days a well-regulated family always rose 
with the dawn, dined at eleven, and went to bed at sun- 
down. Dinner was invariably a private meal, and the fat 
old burghers showed incontestible symptoms of disap- 
probation and uneasiness, at being surprized by a visit 
from a neighbour on such occasions. But though our 
worthy ancestors were thus singularly averse to giving 
dinners, yet they kept up the social bands of intimacy by 
occasional banquetings, called tea parties. 

As this is the first introduction of those delectable 
orgies, which have since become so fashionable in this 
city, I am conscious my fair readers will be very curious 
to receive information on the subject. Sorry am I thst 
there will be but little in ray description calculated to 
excite their admiration. 1 can neither delight them with 
accounts of suffocating crowds, nor brilliant drawing- 
rooms, nor towering feathers, nor sparkling diamonds, nor 
immeasurable trains. I can detail no choice anecd^^tes of 
scandal, for in those primitive times the simple folk were 
either too stupid or too good-natured to pull each other's 
characters to pieces : nor can I furnish any whimsical 
anecdotes of brag ; how one lady cheated, or another 
bounced into a passion ^ for as yet there was no junto of 
dulcet old dowagers, who met to win each other's money, 
and lose their own tempers at a card table. 

These fashionable parties were generally consigned to 
the higher classes, or noblesse, that is to say, such as 
kept their own cows, and drove their own waggons. The 
company commonly assembled at three o'clock, and went 
away about six, unless it was in winter time, when the 
fashionable hours were a little earlier, that the ladies might 
get home before dark. 1 do not find that they ever 
treated their company to iced creams, jellies, or sylla- 
bubs ; or regaled them with musty almonds, mouldy rai- 
sins, or sour oranges, as is often done in the present age 
of refinement. Our ancestors were fond of more sturdy, 
substantial fare. The tea table was crowned with a huge 
earihea dish, well stored with slices of fat pork, fried 
brown, cut up into morsels, aiidtwViikmVn^^vGi V^x^.'YVib 
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cwDpaiiy bemg Bcated around the genial board, and 

adi furalsbed with a fork, evinced their dexterity in 

ktnnchiag at the Attest pieces in this mighty dish : in 

much the same manner as sailors harpoon porpoises at 

■ea, or our Indians spear salmon in the lakes. Sometimes 

the table was graced with immense apple pies, or saucers 

fall of preserved peaches and pears ; but it was always 

sore to boost an enormous dish of balls of sweetened 

dough, fried in hog*s fat, and called dough nuts, or oly 

koeks : a delicious kind of cake, at present scarce known 

in this city, excepting in genuine Dutch families. 

The tea was served out of a majestic delft tea-pot, 
ornamented with paintings of fat little Dutch shepherds 
and shepherdesses, tending pigs— with boats sailing in the 
air, and houses built in the clouds, and sundry other 
ingenious Dutch fantasies. The beaux distingubhed them- 
selvea by their adroitness in replenishing Uiis pot, from 
a huge copper tea>kettle, which would have made the 
pigmy macaronies of these degenerate days sweat, merely 
to lcx>k at it. To sweeten the beverage, a lump of sug^r 
was laid beside each cup-— and the company alternately 
nibbled and sipped with great decorum, until an improve- 
ment was introduced by a shrewd and economic old lady, 
which was, to suspend a large lump directly over the tea 
table, by a string from the ceiling, so that it could be 
swung from mouth to mouth — an ingenious expedient, 
which is still kept up by some families in Albany ; but 
which prevails without exception in Communipaw, Ber- 
gen, Flat-Bush, and all our uncontaminated Dutch vil- 
lages. 

At these primitive tea parties the utmost propriety and 
dignity of deportment prevailed. No flirting nor coquet- 
ting^->no gambling of old ladies, nor hoyden chattering 
and romping of young ones— no self-satisfied strut tings 
of wealthy gentlemen, with their brains in their pockets ; 
nor amusing conceits, and monkey divertisements of 
smart young gentlemen, with no brains at all. On the 
contrary, the youne ladies seated themselves demurely in 
their rush-bottomed chairs, and knit their own woollen 
stockings ; nor ever open^ their lips, excepting to say 
pak Mgnhmff or ffoh ya Fnmio, to any question that was 
asked them ! behaving, in all things, like decent well- 
cducaled damirii. At to the f(ei\V\«m«^ «as^ ^^ >9b»ax 
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tranquilly smoked his pipe, and seemed lost in contem- 
plation of the blue and white tiles, with which the tire- 
places were decorated ; wherein sundry pasnuiges of scrip- 
ture were piously ponrtrayed : Tobit and his dog figured 
to ffreat advantage ; Haraan swung conspicuouly on his 
gibbet ; and Jonah appeai*ed most manfully bouncing out 
of the whale, like harlequin through a barrel of fire. 

The parties broke up without noise and without con- 
fusion. They were carried home by their own carriages, 
that is to say, by the vehicles Nature had provided them, 
excepting such of the wealthy as could afford to keep a 
waggon. The gentlemen gallantly attended then fair ones 
to their respective abodes, and took leave of them with a 
hearty smack at the door: which, as it was an established 
piece of etiquette, done in perfect simplicity and honesty 
of heart, occasioned no scandal at that time, nor should it 
at the present — if our great grandfathers approved of the 
custom, it would argue a great want of reverence in their 
descendants to say a word against it. 



CHAP. IV. 

Coniainipg further particulars of the Oolden Age^ and 
what constituted a fine Lady and Ctentleman in the days 

of Walter the Doubter, 

liv this dulcet period of my history, when the beauteous 
island of Manna-hata presented a scene, the very coun- 
terpart of those glowing pictures drawn of the gulden 
reign of Saturn, there was, as I have before observed, a 
happy ignorance, an honest simplicity prevalent among 
its inhabitants, which, were I even able to depict, would 
be but little understood by the degenerate age for which 
1 am doomed to write. Even the female sex, those arch 
innovators upon the tranquillity, the honesty, the gray- 
beard customs of society, seemed for awhile to conduct 
themselves with incredible sobriety and comeliness, and 
indeed behaved almost as if they had not been sent into 
the world to bother mankind, baffle philosophy, and 
fonfouod the universe. 
Their hair, untortured by tbft «b\iQm\tMAlvycA ^^ %sri^ was 
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■cmpalofiuly pomatumed back from their foreheads with 

a candle, and cohered with a little cap of quilted calico^ 

which fitted exactly to their heads. Their petticoats of 

linsey woulsey were striped with a variety of s^orgeous 

dycBy riTalling the many coloured robes of Iris — though 

1 must confesg these {gallant garments were rather short, 

scarce reaching below the knee ; but then they made up 

ia the number, which generally equalled that of the 

gentlemen*8 small clothes ; and what is still more praise 

worthy, they were all of their own manufacture— of which 

circumstance, as may well be supposed, they were uot a 

little Tain. 

Tbeae were the honest days in which every woman staid 
at home, reail the Bible, and wore pockets — ay, and that 
too of a goodly size, fashioned with patchwork into many 
curious devices, and ostentatiously worn on the outside. 
These, io fact, were convenient receptacles, where all good 
housewives carefully stored away such things as they 
wished to have at hand ; by which means they often came 
to be incredibly crammed*— and I remember there was a 
story current when I was a boy, that the lady of Wouter 
Van Twiller once bad occasion to empty her rip^iit pocket 
io search of a wooden ladle, and the utensil was (iiscovered 
lying among some i*ubbish in one comer ; but we must 
not give too much faith to all these stories, the anecdotes 
of these remote periods being vo'y subject to exaggeration. 
Besides these notable pockets, they likewise wore scissars 
and pincushions suspended from their girdles by red 
ribands, or among the more opulent aud showy classes, 
by brass and even silver chains— indubitable tokens of 
thrifty housewives and industrious spinsters — I cannot say 
much in vindication of the bhortness of the petticoats ; it 
doubtlcM was introduced for the purpose of giving the 
stockings a chance to be seen, which were generally of 
blue worsted with magnificent red clocks— or perhaps to 
display a welUtumed ancle, and a neat though serviceable 
foot, art off by a high-heeled leathern shoe, with a large 
and splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that the gentle 
sex in all ages have shown the same disposition to infringe 
a little upon the laws of decorum, in order to betray a 
lurking beauty, or g^tify an innocent love of finery. 

FfMD the sketch here given it will be seen, thut our good 
graaidniolben differed considerably iu tl\e\v Vde*^ vi^ -^^ <\v\^ 

K 
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fignr^ from tkeir Bcaatily dressed descendants of the 
present day. A fine lady, in those times, waddled under 
more dothes, even on a fair summer's day, than would 
have clad the whole bevy of a modern ball-room. Nor 
were they the less admired by the gentlemen in consequence 
thereof. On the contrary, the greatness of a lover's 
passion seemed to increase in proportion to the magnitude 
of its object— and a voluminous damsel, arrayed in a 
dozen of petticoats, was declared by a low Dutch sonnet- 
teer of the province to be radiant as a sun>flower, and 
luxuriant as a fulUblown cabbage. Certain it is, that in 
those days the heart of a lover could not contain more 
than one lady at a time ; whereas the heart of a modem 
gallant has often room enough to accommodate half a 
dozen ; the reason of which I conclude to be, that either 
the hearts of the gentlemen have gi'own larger, or the 
persons of the ladies smaller j this, however, is a questioo 
fur physiologists to determine. 

But there was a secret charm in these petticoats which, 
no doubt, entered into the consideration of the prudent 
gallants. The wai*drobe of a lady was in those days her 
only fortune ; and she who had a good stock of petticoats 
and stockings was as at>solutely an heiress as is a Kamts- 
cliatka damsel with a store of bear skins, or a Lapland 
belle with a plenty of reindeer. The ladies, therefore, 
were very anxious to display these powerful attractions to 
the greatest advantage ; and the best rooms of tlie house, 
instead of being adorned with caricatures of dame Nature 
in water colours and needlework, were always hung round 
with abundance of homespun garments, the manufacture 
and the property of the females — a piece of laudable 
ostentation that still prevails among the heiresses of our 
Dutch villages. Such were the beauteous belles of tlie 
ancient city of New Amsterdam, rivalling in primeval 
simplicity of manners the renowned and courtly dames, so 
loftily sung by Dan Homer — who tells us, that the princess 
Nausicaa washed the family linen, and the fair Pendope 
wove her own petticoats. 

The gentlemen, in fact, who figured in the circlet of the 
gay world in these ancient times, corresponded, in most 
particulars, with the beauteous damsels whose smiles they 
were ambitious to deserve. True it u, their merits would 
wake but a very inconsiderable impression upon the bcwt 
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of A mo n fa'r ; they neither drove their curricles nor 
•ported their tandems, for as yet those g^udy vehicles 
were not even dreamed of; nettber did they distinguish 
tiiemselves by their brilliancy at the table, and their 
coQseqaent rencontres with watchmen ; for our forefathers 
were of too pacific a deposition to need those guardians 
of the night, every soul throughout the town being in full 
snore before nine o'clock. Neither did they establish their 
claims to gentility at the expense of their tailors, for as yet 
those offenders against the pockets of society, and the 
tranquillity of all aspiring young gentlemen, were unknown 
in New Amsterdam; every good housewife made the 
clothes of her husband and family, and even the goede 
vrouw of Van Twiller himself thought it no disparagement 
to cut out her husband's linsey woolsey galligaskins. 

Not but what there were some two or three youngsters 
who manifested the first dawnings of what is called fire 
and spirit ; who held all labour in contempt ; skulked 
about docks and market-places; loitered in the sunshine; 
squandered what little money they could procure at hustle- 
cap and cfauckiarthing ; swore, boxed, fought cocks, and 
raced their neighbours* horses— in short, who promised to 
be the wonder, the talk, and abomination of the town, had 
not their stylii^ career been unfortunately cut short by an 
affair of honour with a whipping-post. 

Far other, however, was the truly fashionable gentleman 
of those days— ^is dress, which served for both morning 
and evening, street and drawing-room, was a linsey woolsey 
coat, made, perhaps, by the fair hands of the mistress of his 
affections, and gallantly bedecked with abundance of large 
brass buttons. Half a score of breeches heightened the 
proportioiis of his figure— his shoes were decorated by 
cDoroxMis .copper buckles — a low-crowned broad-brimmed 
hat overshadowed his hurley visage, and his hair dangled 
down bis back in a prodigious queue of eel skin. 

Thus equipped, he would manfully sally forth with pipe 
in mouth to besiege some fair damsePs obdurate heart-— 
not such a pipe, good reader, as that which Acis did 
sweetly tune in praise of his Galatea, but one of the true 
delft manufacture, and furnished with a charge of fragrant 
Cowpen tobacco. With this would he resolutely set 
himself down before the fortress, and rarely failed, in the 
process of time, to smoke the fair euem^ Vci\» ^^^MX^'oflSKx 
mpoa iMmownhU termi. s. a 
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Such wag the happy reigrn of Wouter Van Twiller, 
celeOrated in many a long forgotten song as the real goklen 
age, the rest being nothing but counterfeit copper-washed 
coin. In that delightful periixl a sweet and holy calm 
reigned over the whole province. The bui^maater 
smoked his pipe in peace — the substantial solace of bis 
domestic cares, after her daily toils were done, sat soberly 
at the door, with her aims cixMised over her apron of snowy 
white, without being insulted by ribald street-walkers or 
vagabond boys — those unlucky urchins who do so infest 
our streets, displaying under the roses of youth the thorns 
and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover with ten 
breeches, and the damsel with petticoats of half a score, 
indulged in all the innocent endearments of virtuous love, 
without fear and without reproach, for what had that 
virtue to fear which was defended by a shield of good 
linsey woolseys, equal at least to the seven bull-hides of 
the invincible Ajax ? 

Ah blissful, and never to be forgotten age ! when every 
thing was better than it has ever been since, or ever will 
be again — when Buttermilk channel was quite dry at low 
water — when the shad in the Hudson were all salmon: 
and when the moon shone with a pure and resplendent 
whiteness, instead of that melancholy yellow light, which 
is the consequence of her sickening at the abominatioiis 
she evei7 night witnesses in this degenerate city ! 

Happy would it have been for New Amstenlum, could 
it always have existed in this state of blissful ignorance 
and lowly simplicity *, but alas ! the days of chikihood are 
too sweet to last ! Cities, like men, grow out of them in 
time, and are doomed alike to grow into the bustle, the 
cares, and miseries of the world. Let no man congratuhile 
himself when be beholds the child of his bosom, or the 
city of his birth, increasing in magnitude and importance 
— let the history of his own life teach him the dangers of 
the one, and this history of Manna-hata convince hin of 
the calamities of the other. 
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CHAP. V. 

In wMdi the Beader is beguiled into a delectable wdlky 
wkidi ends very differently from what it commenced. 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
lour, on a fine afternoon, in the glowing^ mouth of Sep* 
teml>pr, 1 took my customary walk upon the battery, 
whidi is at once the pride and bulwark of this ancient and 
impregnable city of New York. 1 remember well the 
season, fur it immediately preceded that remarkably cold 
winter, in which our sagacious corporation, in a freak of 
economical philanthropy, pulled to pieces, at an ex pence 
of several hundred dollars, the wooden ramparts which had 
cost them several thousand ; and dbtributed the rotten 
firagments, which were worth considerably less than 
nothing, among the shivering poor of the city. Never 
since the fall ot the walls of Jericho, or the heaven-built 
battlements of Troy, had thei*e been known such a demo- 
lition—nor did it go unpunished ; multitudes were 
blinded in vain attempts to smoke themselves warm wilh 
this charitable substitute for fire wood \ and an epidemic 
complaint of sore eyes was moreover produced, which has 
since recarred every winter, particularly among those 
who undertake to burn rotten logs — who warm them- 
selves with the charity of others— or who use patent 
chimneys. 

On the year and month just designated did I take my 
accustomed walk of meditation, on that same battery, 
wbicb, though at present no battery, furnishes the most 
delightful walk, and commands the noblest prospect in 
the whole known world. The ground on which 1 trod was 
hallowed by recollections of the past ; and as 1 slowly 
wandered through the long alley of poplars, which, like so 
many birch brooms standing on end, diffused a melancholy 
and logabrious shade, my imagination drew a contrast 
between the surrounding scenery, and what it was in the 
classic days of our forefathers. Where the government 
house by name, but the custom house by occupation, 
proudly reared its brick walls and wooden pillars, there 
whilome stood the low but substantial red-tiled mansion of 
the renowiied Wouler Van Tw\\V«:v. Xs\>w^\\\. VU& vbwv^Vi 
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bulwatks of fort Amsterdam frowued defiance to every 
absent foe ', but, like many a whiskered warrior and grallant 
iiiilitia captain, confined their martial deeds to frowns 
alone; alas! those threatening; bulwarks had long; since 
been sapped by time, and, like the walla of Carthage, pre- 
sented no traces to the inquiring eye of the antiquarian. 
The mud breast- works had long been levelled with the 
earth, and their site converted into the green lawns and 
leafy alleys of the battery ; where the gay apprentice 
sported his Sunday coat, and the laborious mechanic, 
relieved from the dirt and drudgery of the week, poured 
his weekly tale of love into the half-averted ear of the 
senlimeutal chambermaid. Thecapacious bay still presented 
the same expansive sheet of water, studded wilh islands, 
sprinkled with fishing boats, and bounded by shores of 
picturesque beauty. But the dark forests which once 
clothed these shores had been violated by the savage hand 
of cultivation, and their tangled mazes and impenetrable 
thickets had degenerated into teeming orchards and waving 
fields uf grain. Even Governor's Island, once a smiling 
garden, appertaining to the sovereigns of the province, was 
now covered with fortifications, enclosing a tremendous 
block house — so (hat this once peaceful island resembled a 
fierce little warrior in a big cocked hat, breathing gun- 
powder and defiance to the world ! 

For some time did I indulge in this pensive train of 
thought ; contrasting, in sober sadness, the present day 
with the hallowed years behind the mountains ; lamenting 
the melancholy progress of improvement, and praising the 
zeal with which our worthy burghers endeavour to preserve 
the wrecks of venerable customs, prejudices, and errors, 
from the overwhelming tide of modern innovation— when 
by degrees my ideas took a difTcrent turn, and I insensibly 
awaked to an enjoyment of the beauties around me. 

It was one of those rich autumnal days which heaven 
particularly bestows upon the beauteous island of Manna- 
. hata and its vicinity — not a floating cloud obscured the 
azure firmameut — the sun rolling in glorious splendour 
through his etherial course, seemed to expand his honest 
Dutch countenance iato an unusual expression of l»cnevo- 
lence, as he smiled his evening salalation upon a city 
which he delights to visit with his most bounteous beams ; 
Mie vciy winds seeoicd to hold In their breathH iu mute 
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attention, leiit they should raffle the tranqalllity of the 
hour— and the waveless bosom of the bay presented a 
polished mirror, in which Nature beheld herself and 
smiled. The standard of our city, which, like a choice 
handkerchief, is reserved for days of gala, hung motionless 
on the. flag-4taff, which forms the handle to a gigantic 
churn ; and even the tremulous leaves of the poplar and 
the aspen, which, like the tongues of the immortal sex, are 
seldom still, now ceased to vibrate to the breath of heaven. 
Every thing seemed to acquiesce in the profound repose of 
nature. 'Die formidable eighteen pounders slept in the 
erobrazures- of the wooden oatleries, seemingly gathering 
fresh strength to fight the battles of their country on the 
next 4th of July-^the solitary drum on Governor's Island 
. forgot to call the garrison to their thovels — the evening 
gun had not yet sounded its signal, for all the regular, 
well meaning poultry throughout the country, to go to 
roost ', and the fleet of canoes, at anichor between Gibbet 
Island and Communipaw, slumbered on their n\kes, and 
suffered the innocent oysters to lie for a while unmolested 
in the soft mud of their native banks ! My own feelings 
sympathised with the contagious tranquillity, and I should 
infallibly have dozed upon one of those fragments of 
benches, which our benevolent magistrates have provided 
for the benefit of convalescent loungers, had not the 
extraordinary inconvenience of the couch set all repose at 
defiance. 

In the midst of this soothing slumber of the soul, my 
attention was attracted to a black speck, peering above 
the western horizon, just in the rear of Bergen steeple— 
gradually it augpments and overhangs the would-be cities 
of Jersey, Harsimus, and Hoboken, which, like three 
jockeys, are starting on the course of existence, and jostling 
esuHi other at the commencement of the race. Now it 
skirts the long shore of ancient Pavonia, spreading its 
wide shadows from the high settlements of Weebuwk 
quite to the lazaretto and quarantine, erected by tin 
Mgacity of our police, for the embarrassment of comnieire 
— Hiow it climbs the serene vault of heaven, cloud rolling 
over cloud, like successive billpws, bhrouding the orb of 
day, darkening the vast expanse, and bearii:g thunder and 
hail aim! tempest in its boi<om. The cii^wVi v^(i«\\\% ^^\v^\»l 
at the coit/tiwoii of f be heavens— Ihc Ulc >n^n^\««& vsxax^vik 
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ig laahed into furiocm waves, that roll their broken mrga 
in hollow murmura to the shore— the oyster boats, thtt 
erst sported in the placid vicinity of Gibbet-Island, now 
hurry affrighted to the shore— the late dignified, uubaidio||; 
poplar, writhes and twists before the merciless Mast— 
descending torrents of drenching rain and sounding hail 
deluge the battery walk, the gates are thronged by 
apprentices, servant maids, and little Frenchmen, with 
their pocket handkerchiefs over their hats, scamperini; 
from the storm— the late beauteous prospect presents one 
scene of anarchy and wild uproar, as though old Qiaos 
had resumed his reign, and was hurling back, into one 
vast turmoil, the conflicting elements of nature. Fancy 
to yourself, oh reader! the awful combat sung by old 
Hesiod, of Jupiter and the Titans— iancy to yourself, the 
long re-bellowing artillery of heaven, streaming at the heads 
of the gigantic sons of earth. In short, lancy to yourself 
all that has ever been said or sung of tempest, storm, 
and hurricane, and you will save me the trouble of 
describing it. 

Whether I fled from the fury of the storm, or remained 
boldly at my post, as our gallant train band captains, who 
march their soldiers through the rain without flinching— 
are points which I leave to the conjecture of the reader. 
It is possible he may he a little perplexed also to know the 
reason why I introduced this most tremendous and unheard- 
of tempest, to disturb the serenity of my work. On this 
latter point I will gratuitously instruct his ignorance. 
The panorama view of the battery was given, merely to 
gratify the reader with a correct description of that 
celebrated place, and the parts adjacent :— secondly, the 
storm was played off, partly to give a little bustle and life 
to this tranquil pai*t of my work, and to keep my drowsy 
readers from falling asleep j and partly to serve as a 
preparation, or rather an overture, to the tempestuoas 
times that are about to assail the pacific province of 
Nieuw Nederlandts, and that overhang the slumbcroas 
administration of the renowned Wouter Van Twiller. It ii 
thus the experienced play-wright puts all the fiddles, the 
French horns, the kettle-drums, and trumpets of his 
orchestra in requisition, to usher in one of those horrible 
and brimstone uproars, called melo-dramet ; and it is 
t^ hi dmcbATf^tB his thunder, \ua Yx^gbkwua^, V&a tw% and 
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Te» prepararory to the raising of a gbost, or the 
ring of a hero. We will now proceed with our 
r. 

iterer may be advanced by philosophers to the 
ry, 1 am of opinion, tliat, as to nations, the old 
I, that ** honesty is the best policy," b a sheer and 
is mistake. It might have answered well enough in 
nest times when it was made j but in these degene- 
lys, if a nation pretends to rely merely upon the 
i of its dealings, it will fai*e something like an honest 
noug thieves, who, unless he have something more 
is honesty to depend upon, stands but a poor chance 
filing by his company. Such at least was .the case 
Jie KuilcleiiS government of the New Netherlands ; 
, like a worthy unsuspicious old burgher, quietly 
; itself down into the city of New Amsterdam, as 
snug elbow chair, and fell into a comfortable nap; 
in the meantime its cunning neighbours stepped in 
eked its pockets. Thus may we ascribe the com* 
mcnt of all the woes of this great province, and its 
ficeiit metropolis, to the tranquil security, or to 
more accurately, to the unfortunate honesty of its 
imrnt. But as I dislike to begin an important part 
history towards the end of a chapter ; ami as my 
«, like myself, must doubtless be exceedingly fatij^ued 
lie long walk we have taken, and the tempest we 
ustaifie<l, I hold it meet we shut up the book, smoke 
, aiHl having thus refreshed our spirits, take a fair 
u the next chapter. 



CHAP. VI. 

\iUy desrribing ike ingenious people of ConttecUcvt 
enabouts — Showingt moreover, the true meaning of 
f of CoHMciencCy and a curious device among iliexo 
' Bartmrians, to keep up a harmony of intercourse, 
and promote population. 

iT my readers may the more fully compreheiul i\\e 
ot the calamity, at this very moment impending 

M honest unsuspecting province of Nieiiw Nidir- 
and its dubious guvetuidT) \V Sjk Vk!(.c»(AML\>^ >^aa\. \ 
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■hould give ome account of a horde of strange borlwrlaaiy 
bordering upon the eastern frontier. 

Now it so came to pass, that many years previous to 
the time of which we are treating, the sag^ cabinet of 
England had adopted a certain national creed, a kind of 
public walk of faith, or rather a religious turnpike, in 
which every loyal subject was directed to travel to Zion— 
taking' care to pay the toll gatherers by the way. 

Albeit a certain shrewd race of men, being very much 
given to indulge their own opinions, on all manners of sub- 
jects (a propensity exceedingly obnoxious to your free 
governments of Europe), did most presumptuously dare 
to think lor themselves in matters of religion, exercising 
what they considered a natural and unextinguisbable right 
—the liberty of conscience. 

As, however, they possessed that ingenuous habit of 
mind which alwaysi thinks aloud ; which in a manner 
rides cock-a-hoop on the tongue, and is for ever galloping 
into other people^s ears ; — it naturally followed that their 
liberty of conscience likewise implied liberty of epeechf 
which, being freely indulged, soon put the country in a 
hubbub, and aroused the pious indignation of the vigilant 
fathers of the church. 

The usual methods were adopted to reclaim them, that 
in those days were considered so efficacious in bringing 
back stray sheep to the fold,; that is to say, they were 
coaxed, they were admonished, they were menaced, they 
were buffeted — line upon line, prejcept upon precept, lash 
upon lash, here a little and there a great deal, were 
exhausted without mercy, and without success ; until at 
length the worthy pastors of the church, wearied out by 
their unparalellcd stubbornness, were driven, in the excess 
of their tender mercy, to adopt the scripture text, and 
literally *< heaped live embers on their heads.^ 

Nothing, however, could subdue that invincible spirit of 
independence which has ever distinguished this singular 
race of people ; so that, rather than submit to such horrible 
tyranny, they one and all embarked for the wilderuesi 
of America, where they might enjoy unmolested, the 
inestimable luxury of talking. No sooner did they koid on 
this loquacious soil, than, as if they had caught the diawat 
from the climate, they all lifted up their voices at ooce» 
mad for the space of one whok ^ax did keep up nidi a 
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joyful damour, that we are told tbey frightened every 
bii-d and beast out of the neighbourhood, and so conu 
plctely dumb- founded certain fish, which abound on their 
coast, that tbey have been called dumb-flth ever since. 

From this simple circumstance, unimportant as it 
may seem, did first originate that renowned privilege 
so loudly boasted of throughout this country — which is 
so eloquently exercised in newspapers, pamphlets, ward- 
meetiugs, pot-houses, committees, and congressional 
deliberatioDS — which establishes the right of talking with- 
out ideas and without information — of misrepresenting 
public affairs— of decrying public measures — of aspersing 
great characters, and destroying little ones : in short, that 
grand palladium of our country, the liberty of speech. 

The simple aborigines of the land, for a while contem- 
plated thoe strange folk in utter astonishment; but 
discoTcring that tbey wielded harmless though noisy 
weapons, and were a lively, ingenious, good humoured 
race of men, they became very friendly and sociable, and 
gave them the name of Yanokiety which in the Mais. 
Tcfausaeg (or Massachusett) language signifies eilent men 
-~« waggisn appellation, since shortened into the familiar 
epithet of Yankees, which they retain unto the present day. 

True it is and my fidelity an a historian will not allow 
me to pass it over in silence, that the zeal of these gtiocl 
people to maintain their rights and privileges unimpaired, 
did for a while betray them into errors, which it is easier to 
pardon than defend. Having served a r^ular apprentice- 
ship in the school of persecution, it behoved them to show 
that tbey had become proficients in the art. Tbey 
accordingly employed their leisure hours in banishing, 
scoorgiagy or hanging divers heretical papists, quakers, 
and anabaptists, for daring to abuse the liberty of 
eameeieneef which tbey now clearly proved to imply 
nothing more than that every man should think as he 
pleased in matters of religion — provided he thought 
figki; for otherwise it would be giving a latitude to 
damnable heresies. Now as they (the majority) were 
pafectly convinced that they alone thought right, it 
conteqaently followed that whoever thought diflTei-eiit from 
th eas tlKNiglit wrong} and whoever thouglit wrong, and 
obatiaately persisted in not being convinced and con- 
•crtcdy waa a flagrant viuhilor o( the '\ucaVm^\tii \^sw(V| 
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of conscience, and a corrupt and infectious member of 
the body politic, and deserved to be lopped off and cast 
into the tire. 

Now I'll warrant there are hosts of my readers ready at 
once to lift up their hands and eyes, with that virtuous 
indii^nation with which we always contemplate the faults 
and errors of our neighbours, and to exclaim at these 
well meaning but mistaken people, for inflicting on others 
the injuries they had suffered themselves — for indulging 
the preposterous idea of convincing the mind by 
tormenting the body, and establishing the doctrine of 

charity and forbearance by intolerant persecution But 

in simple truth, what are we doing at this very day, and 
in this very enlightened nation, but acting upon this very 
same principle, in our political controversies ? Have we 
not within but few years released ourselves from the 
shackles of a government, which cruelly denied us the 
privilege of governing ourselves, and using in full latitude 
that invaluable member the tongue ? And are we not at 
this very moment striving our best to tyrannize over the 
opinions, tie up the tongues, or ruin the fortunes of one 
another ? What are oar gi-eat political societies but mere 
political inquisitions ? — Our pot-house committees, but 
nttle tribunals of denunciation ? — Our newspapers, but 
mere whipping-posts and pillories, where the unrortunate 
individuals are pelted with rotten eggs ? — And our council 
of appointment, but a grand auto dafe^ where culprits are 
continually sacrificed for their political heresies ? 

Where then is the difference in principle between our 
measures and those you are so ready to condemn among 
the people I am treating ? There is none ; the difference 
is merely circumstantial. — ^Thus we dejiounc^f instead of 
banishing — we Wely instead of scourging — we turnout of 
qfflccy instead OL* hanging j — and where they burnt an 
offender in prGi'riaA personA, we either tar and feather 
or bum him u effigy-^'thin political persecution being, 
some how or other, the grand palladium of our libeilies, 
and an incoutrovertible proof that this is a free country ! 

But notwithstanding the fervent zeal with which this 

holy war was prosecuted against the whole race of 

unbelievers, we do not find that the population of this new 

colony was in any ways hindered thereby \ on the contrary 

tbey multiplied to a degree vbicb ¥fo\x\d be incredible to 
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%jbf man unacquainted with the marrellous fecundity ot 
this growini^ country. 

T&a amazing increase may indeed be partly ascribed to 
a singular custom prevalent among them, and which was 
probably borrowed from the ancient republic of Sparta ; 
a here we are told the young ladies, either from being, 
great romps and hoydens, or else, like many modern 
heroines, very fond of meddling with matters that did not 
appertain to their sex, used frequently to engage with the 
men in wrestling and other athletic exercises of the 
gyn*nasinm. The custom to which I allude was vulgarly 
known by the name of bundling — a superstitions rite 
observed by the young people of <both sexes, with which 
they usually terminated their festivities ; and which was 
kept up with religious strictness, by the more bigoted 
and vulgar part of the community. This ceremony was 
likewise, in those primitive times, considered as an indis- 
peuf'uble preliminary to matrimony ; their courtships 
commencing where ours usually finish. By which means 
they acquired that intimate acquaintance with each 
other's good qualities before marriage, which has been 
pronounced by philosophers the sure basis of a happy 
anion. Thus early did this cunning and ingenious 
people display a shrewdness at making a bargain, which 
Bas ever rince distinguished them-.-and a strict adherence 
to the good oM vulgar maxim about ** buying a pig in a 
poke." 

To this sagacious custom, therefore, do I chiefly 
attribute the unparalleled increase of the Yanokie or Yankee 
tribe ; for it is a certain fact, well authenticated by court 
records and parish registers, that wherever the practice of 
bundling prevailed, there was an amazing number of 
itardy brats annually born unto the state, without the 
license of the law, or the benefit of clergy ; and it is 
truly astonishing that the learned Malthus, in his tix^tise 
on population, has entirely overlooked this singular fact. 
Neither did the irregularity of their birth operate in the 
least to their disnaragement. On the contrary, they grew 
up a loug-sided, raw-boned, hardy race of whoreson 
whalers, wood cutters, fishtrmen, and pedlers, and strap- 
ping corn-fed wenches : who, by their united efforts, 
tended marrellouslv towards populating those notable 
tract! oi eauatry calwd Nantnckd^ V'«\«a\».ti%'}> %.\i^^^^ 
Gfti. I. 
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vHdemcMy he builds hioiiself a log hutf clears away a corn 
field and potato patch, and, Providence smiling upon his 
abours, is soon surrounded by a snug farm and some half 
a score of flaxen-headed urchins, who, by their size, seem 
to have sprung all at once out of the earth, like a crop of 
toadstools. 

But it is not the nature of this most indefatigable of 
■peculators to rest contented with any state of sublunary 
CBJoymenI— >taiproviemeii/ is his darling passion, and having 
thus inproyed his lauds, his next care is to provide a 
vansion worthy the residence of a landholder. A huge 
palace of pine boards immediately springs up in the 
Midst q{ the wilderness, large enough for a parish church, 
aad fumiabed with windows of all dimenbions, but so 
rickety and flimsy withal, that every blast gives it a fit of 
tiMague. 

By the time the outside of this mighty air castle is 
canpleted, either the funds or the zeal of our adventurer 
ire cabausted, so that be barely manages to half finish one 
voom within, whera the whole family burrow together ; 
whik the rest of the house is devoted to the curing of 
mmpkins, or storing of carrots and potatoes, and is 
aeeorated with fanciful festoons of wilted peaches and dried 
apples. The outside remaining unpainted, grows venerably 
Mack with time ; the family wardrobe is laid under con- 
tribatioo for old hats, petticoats, and breeches, to stuff 
ialothe broken windows; while the four winds of heaven 
keep up a whistling and howling about this aerial palace, 
wad play as many unruly gambols, as they did of yore, in 
Ike cave of old iBolus. 

The humble log hut, which whilome nestled this 
improving family snugly within its narrow but comfortable 
walls, stands hard by in ignominious contrast, degraded 
iato a oow-bouse or pigsty ; and the whole scene reminds 
oaa forcibly of a fable, which 1 am surprised has never 
been recorded, of an aspiring snail, who quits his humble 
bakitation, which be filled with great respectability, to 
cmwl into the empty shell of a lobster — where he would 
mm doubt bate reaidied with |^reat style and splendour, the 
cary and hate oi all the pains-takiug snails of his neigh- 
boarfaood, bad he not accidentally perished with cold in 
comer of bb stupendous mansion. 

Bekif tbas oonpletely aettVed^ aivd^ V^^ m»^ V\v^ ^'V'q^ 
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words, ** to rights/* one would iraa^ne that he would hq^ 
to «>njuy the comforts of his situation, to read news-papers, 
talk politics, neglect his own business, and attend to tlie 
affairs of the nation, like a useful and patriotic citisen; 
but now it is that this wayward disposition begins again to 
operate. He soon grows tired of a spot where there is no 
longer any room for improvement, sells his farm, air- 
castle, petticoat windows and all, reloads his cart, shoulders 
his axe, puts himself at the head of his family, and 
wanders away in search of new lands — again to fell trees— 
again to clear com fields — again to build a shingle palace, 
and again to sell off, and wander. 

Such were the people of Connecticut, who bordered 
u pun the eastern frontier of Nieuw Nedei landts, and my 
readers may easily imagine what obnoxious neighbours 
this light hearted but restless tribe must have been to our 
tranquil progenitora. If they cannot, 1 would ask them if 
they have ever known one of our regular, well organised 
Dutch families, whom it hath pleased heaven to afflict 
with the neighbourhood of a French boarding house* 
The honest old burgher cannot take his afternoou^s pip^ 
on the bench before his door, but he is persecuted with 
the scraping of fiddles, the chattering of women, and 
the squalling of children — he cannot sleep at night ftur the 
horrible melodies of some amateur, who chooses to 
serenade the moon, and display his teiTible proficiency in 
execution^ by playing demisemiquavers in alt on the 
clarionet, the hahtboy, or some other soft-toned instru- 
ment — nor can he leave the street-door open, but hie boose 
is defiled by the unsavoury visits of a troop of pug dogs, 
who even sometimes carry their loathsome ravages into jtiie 
sanctum sanctorum, the parlour. 

if my readers have ever witnessed the sufferings </ 
such a family, so situated, they may form some idea bow 
our worthy ancestors were distressed by their mercurial 
neighbours of Connecticut. 

Gangs of these marauders, we are told, penetrated into 
the !New Netherlsnd settlements, and threw whole villages 
iuio consternation by their unparalleled volubility, and 
their intoltrable inquisitivencss— two evil habits hitberte 
unknown in those parts, or only known to be abhorred 
for our ancestors were iv>ted, as being men of truly 
Spartau (acitnruity, and who nevlV^t knew nor cared aught 
MOuut any body's conceraa Viwl tlskevt ONitk« '^Sa»?j «Ksra^>&c«% 
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committed on the highways, where several unoffend. 
img burghers were brought to a stand, and tortured with 
questions and guesses ; which outrages occasioned as much 
TexatioD and heart burning as does the modem right of 
search on the high seas. 

Great jealousy did they likewise stir up, by their inter- 
meddling and success among the divine sex ; for being a 
race of brisk, lively, pleasant tongued varlets, they soon 
seduced the light affections of the simple damsels from 
their ponderous Dutch gallants. Among other hideous 
rustoDUi, they attempted to introduce among them that of 
hundUnQf which the Dutch lasses of the Nederlandts, with 
that eager passion for novelty and foreign fashions natural 
to their sex, seemed very well inclined to follow ; but that 
their mothers, being more expeiienced in the world, and 
better acquainted with men and things, strenuously dis- 
countenanced all such outlandish innovations. 

But what chiefly operated to embroil our ancestors with 
these strange folk, was an unwarrantable liberty which 
they occasionally took of entering in hordes into the 
territories of the New Netherlands, and settling themselves 
down, without leave or license, to improve the land in the 
ouuroer I have before noticed. This unceremonious mode 
of taking possession of new land was technically termed 
spuUHmfff and hence is derived the appellation of iquaU 
Un ; a name odious in the ears of all great landholders, 
and which is given to those enterprising worthies, who 
■eiie upon iand first, and take their chance to make 
good their title to it afterwards. 

All these grievances, and many others which were 
coDttantly accumulating, tended to form that dark and 
portentous cloud which, as I observed in a former chapter, 
was alowly gathering over the tranquil province of New 
Netheriaods. The pacific cabinet of Van Twiller, bow- 
^ver^ as will be perceived in the sequel, bore them all with 
a magnanimity Uiat redounds to their immortal credit— « 
beoominc by passive endurance inured to this increasing 
mass of wrongs ; like the sage old woman of Ephesus, 
who by dint of carrying, about a calf from the time it was 
bom, oootinned (o carry it without difficulty when it had 
grown to be an ox. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

HwD the Port Ooed Hoop wa* featfully beleagured-^kom 

the renowned Wouter fell into a profound doubty and 

how he flnally evaporated. 

By this time my readers must fully perceive what an 
arduous task 1 have undertaken — colletting and collating 
with painful minuteness the chronicles of past tibiesy 
whose events almost defy the powers of research — exploring 
a little kind of Uerculaneum of history, which had laid 
nearly for ag^es buried under the rubbish of years, and 
almost totally for^^otten — raking up the limbs and frag- 
ments of disjointed facts ; and endeavouring to put them 
scrupulously together, so as to restore them to their 
original form and connexion — now lugging forth the 
chimicter of an almost foi*gotten hero, like a mutilated 
statue — now deciphering a half defaced inscription \ and 
now lighting upon a mouldering manuscript, which, after 
painful study, scarce repays the trouble of perusal. 

In such case how much has the reader to depend npoo 
the honour and probity of his author, lest, like a cunning 
antiquaiian, he either impose upon him spurious fabrica- 
tion of his own, for a precious relique from antiquity, or 
else dress up the dismembered fragment, with such false 
trappings, that it is scarcely possible to distinguish the 
truth from the fiction with which it is enveloped. This is 
a grievance which I have more than once had to lament, 
in the course of my wearisome researches among the 
works of my fellow historians ; who have strangely dis- 
guised and distorted the facts respecting this country ; 
and particularly respecting the great province of New 
Netherlands as will lie perceived by any who will take the 
trouble to compare their romantic effusions, tricked out in 
the meretricious gauds of fable, with this authentic history. 

I have had more vexation i of the kind to encounter, in 
those parts of my history which treat of the transactions 
on the eastesn border, than in any other, in consequence of 
the troops of historians who have infested those quarters, 
and have shown the honest people of Nieuw Nedeiiandts 
jio mercy in their works. Among the rest, Mr. Benjamin 
Triimbiill arrogantly declares, that *<the Dutch were 
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alirayt mere inlniders.^'— Now to this I fthall make no 
other reply than to proceed in the 8tea<iy narration of my 
htstiiry, which will contain not only proofs that the Dutch 
had clear title and possession in the fair valleys of the 
Connecticut, and that they were wronp^ully dibpossessed 
thereof; but likewise that they have been scandalously 
maltreated ever since, by the misrepresentation of the 
crafty historians of New Enf^land. And in this 1 shall be 
guided by a spirit of truth and impartiality, and a regard 
to ironHHtal fame ; for 1 would not wittingly dishonour my 
work by a single falsehood, misrepresentation, or prejudice, 
though it should g^in our forefathers the whole country of 
New England. 

It was at an early period of the province, and previous 
to the arrival of the renowned Wouter, that the cabinet of 
Nienw Nederlandts purchased the lands about the Con- 
Dcrtimt, And established for their superintendence and 
protection a fortified post on the banks of the river, which 
was called Fort Goed Hoop, and was situated hard by the 
pment fiiir city of Hai-tford. The command of this im- 
portant post, toirether with the rank, title, and appoint- 
ments of cooHnissary, were given in charge to the gallant 
Jacobus Van Curlet, or as some historians will have it. 
Van Curlis ; a most doughty soldier, of that stomacbful 
claja, of which we have such numbers on parade days ^ 
who are famous for eating, all they kill. He was of a 
very soldio'like appearance, and would have been an 
e%eccding tall man» had his legs been in proportion to his 
body ; but the latter being long, and the former uncom- 
monly short, it gave him the uncouth appearance of a tall 
man^s body mounted upon a little man^s legs He made up 
lor this turnspit construction of body by throwing his leg^ 
to si|ch an extent when he marched, that you would have 
sworn he had on the identical seven-league boots of the 
far-fiimed Jack the giant killer ; and so astonishingly high 
did he tread on any great military occasion, that his 
tokliert were oft-times alarmed, lest he should ti-ample 
himself under foot. 

But n twilhslanding the erection of this fort, and the 
ap|M>iutment of this ugly little man of war as a commander, 
till' intrepid Yankees continued those daring iutrrlu|»iii)<R 
«hirh I have hinted at in my laitt chapter ; and iakii:g 
advantage of the character which the cabinet of WuutcT 
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Van Twiller toon acquired for profound and phlegmatic 
tranquillity — did audaciously invade the territories of the 
Nienw Nederlandts, and squat themselves down within the 
very jurisdiction of Fort Goed Hoop. 

On beholding^ this outrage, the long bodied Van Curlet 
proceeded as l>ecame a prompt and valiant officer. He 
immediately protested against these unwarrantable eo. 
croachments, in low Dutch, by way of inspiring more 
terror, and forthwith despatched a copy of the protest to 
the governor at New-Amsterdara, together with a long and 
bitter account of the aggressions of the enemy. I'his 
done, he ordered his men, one and all, to be of good 
cheer — shut the gate of the fort, smoked three pipes, went 
to bed, and awaited the result with a resolute and intrepid 
tranquillity, that greatly animated his adherents, and bo 
doubt struck sore dismay and affright into the hearts of 
the enemy. 

Now it came to pa«s, that about this time, the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller, full of years and honours, and 
couneil dinners, had reached that period of life and faculty 
which, according to the great Gulliver, entitles a roan to 
admission into the ancient order of Struldbruggs. He 
employed his time in smoking his Turkish pipe, amid ao 
assemblage of sages, equally enlightened, and nearly as 
venerable as himself, and who, for tlieir silence, their 
gravity, their wisdom, and their cautious avei'seness to 
coming to any conclusion in business, are only to be 
equalled by certain profound corporations which I have 
known in my time. Upon reading the protest of the 
gallant Jacobus Van Curlet, therefore, his excellency fell 
straightway into one of the deepest doubts that ever he was 
known to encounter ^ his capacious head gradually drooped 
on his chest,* he closed his eyes, and inclined his ear to 
one side, as if listening with great attention to the dis- 
cussion that was going on in his belly ; which all who knew 
him declared to be the huge court-house, or couocil- 
chamber of his thoughts ; forming to his head what the 
house of representatives do to the senate. An inarticulate 
•ound, very much resembling a snoi*e, occasionally escaped 
him ; but the nature of this internal cogitation was ne^'er 

* **Per|dezed with vast affairs of state and town, 
Wu ffreat head beiog overset bangs dovn.** 

TELCAUDCS^, ia Pciicka. 
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kKma, as be never opened hi* lipa on the (abject to mad, 
■oiun, or child, tu the mtsntime, the pnitnt of Van 
Cuclel laid quietly oa the tahle, where it aerved Co light 
the pipei of the venerable taget assembled in coancil ; 
ud in the great amoke which Ihey raiaed, the fallant 
lacubua, hit protest, and hia mighty Furl Goed Hoop, 
«a« nooa ai cumplelelj beclouded and ror|:ottea, at la ■ 
<)u»tiuii of emergency avallowed up in the speecbei and 
mulalioniara modern aeiaion of conjcres*- 

Tliere are certain emrrgenciei irhen your profound 
legiilator* and aage dplTbeialin couocih are migbtily ia 
Ihe way of ■ nation ; and when an ounce of hair-brained 
deciiion ii worth a pound of aage doubta and cautions 
diocuaiion. Such at Icait was Ihe cane at present ; for 
•hile Ihe renowned Woaler Van Twiller wag daily baltlinr 
wilh hii doubta, and his reaiilution growing weaker ana 
aieaker in the conleat, the enemy poshed further and 
faribcr into hia territories, and aeaumed a moat formidable 
appearance in the neigh bo urbood of the Furl Goed Hoop. 
Here they founded the mighty town of Pgquag, or, as it hai 
rince been called, WeatkenfiAd ; a place which, if we 
may credit the BHrrtions of Ihal worthy hlalorian John 
Jouelyn, Gent. « hath been infamoua by rewwn of Ihe 
wilcbn therein." — And hi daring did these men of Pyqnng 
become, that they ealended those yiaiitatiuna of oniona, for 
which their town ia ilinatnoux, under the very noses of the 

Kriaun of ■'art (>oed Hoop— in»murb that the hunnl 
tchicea could not look toward tnnl inarier wilhaut tear* 
}m their eyea. 

Tbia crying iujuatice was regardCQ with proper inilrgna- 
(iw by Ihe gallant Jacobus Van Curlet. He abwlutely 
trembled with Ihe amazing violence of his cbuler, and tbc 
aucrrbalion* of hia Tslour ; which seemed to be the more 
larbuleni u> their working!, from the length of the body in 
which Ibey were agitated. He foi'lhwilh proceeded to 
Mrtnglhen bin redonbts, hci^ten hia breaat work', deepen 
hk fuMe, and fonify hia position wilh a double row of 
afabatiai aflo- which valiant precaations he, wilh unex- 
ampled intrepidity, de*ust<' ' 
trnneodoat arcounia of hia 
did Ihe Dkodoii hero, who immortalti 
lecuiid SibiiMi war, abow greater valour 



118 BliTOIlY OP 

writiogt or dutiaguish himself more gloriously apon 
pAper, than the heroic Van Curlet. 

The courier chosen to bear these alarming despatches 
was a fat oily little man, as being least liable to be worn 
out, or to lose leather on the journey ; and to insure his 
speed, he was mounted on the fleetest waggon horse in the 
garrison, remarkable for his length of limb, largeness of 
Some, and hardness >f trot; smd so tall, that the little 
messenger was obi ged to climb on his back by means of 
Us fail and crupper. Such extraordinary speed did be 
niakey Ithat he arrived at Fort Amsterdam in little less 
than a month, though the distance was full two hundred 
pipes, or about 120 miles. 

The extraordiMry appearance of this portentous stranger 
would have thro#o the whole town of New Amsterdam 
Into a quandary, had the good people troubled themselves 
about any thing more than their domestic affairs. With 
an appearance of great hurry and business, and smoking 
a short travelling pipe, he proceeded on a long swing trot 
through tbe muddy lanes of the metropolis, demolishiog 
whole batches of dirt pies, which the little Dutch children 
were making in the road ; and for which kind of pastry 
the children of this city have ever been famous. On 
arriving at tbe governor's bouse, he climbed down from 
bis steed in great trepidation— roused the gray headed 
door-keeper, old Skaats, who, like his lineal descendant and 
faithful representative, the venerable crier of our courts 
was nodding at his post— -rattled at tbe door of the council 
chamber, and stairtled the members as they were dozing 
over a plan for establishing a public market. 

At that very moment a gentle grunt, cnr rather a deep • 
drawn snore, was heard from the (£air of the governor, a 
whiff of smoke was at the same instant observed to 
escape from his lips, and a light cloud to ascend from the 
bowl of his pipe. The council of course supposed him 
engaged in deep sleep for tbe good of the community, andy 
according to custom in all such oases established, every 
man bawled out Silence, in order to maintain tranquillity j 
when of a sudden the door flew open, and the little 
courier straddled into the apartment, cased to the middle 
in a pair of Hessian boots, which he bad got into for the 
mkm oi expedition, lo hm right band he beld forth the 
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rnnmoiM dispatches^ and with his left g^rasped firmly the 
waistband of his ^lligaskins, which had unfortunately 
giyen way in the exertion of descending from his horse. 
He stumped resolutely up to the governor, and with more 
hurry thtm perspicuity delivered his message. But li>rtu 
nately his ill-tidings came too late to ruffle the tranquillity 
of this most tranquil of rulers. His venerable excellency 
had just breathed and smoked his last — his lungs and his 
pipe having been exhausted together, and his peaceful soul 
having escaped in the last whiif that curled from his 
tobacco pipe. In a word, the renowned Walter the 
DoubteTt who had so c^ten slumbered with his con. 
temporaries, now slept with his fathers, and Wilhelmua 
Kicft governed in his stead. 
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CHAP. 1. 



Showing the fiature of History tn general f containing 

furthermore the universal acquirement* of tVilliam the 

Teety, and how a Man may learn to much ae to render 

himself good far nothing. 

When the lofty Thucydides is about to enter on his 
description of tlie plague that desolated Athens, one uf 
his modern commentators* assures the reader, tliat his 
history '< is now going to be exceeding solemn, serious, 
and pathetic ; and hints, with that air of chuckling gratula- 
tion, with which a good dame draws forth a choice morsel 
from a cupboard to regale a favourite, that this plague 
will give his history a most agreeable variety. 

In like manner did my heart leap within me when I 
came to the dolorous dilemma of Furt Good Hope, which 
I at once perceived to be the forerunner of a series of 
great events and entertaining disasters. Such are the 
true subjects for th6 historic pen. For what is history, in 
fact, but a kind of Newgate calendar, a register of the 
crimes and miseries that man has inflicted on his fellow- 
man ? It is a huge libel on human nature, to which we 
industriously add page after page, volume after volume, 
as if we were building up a monument to the honour 
rather than the infamy of our species. If we turn over 
the pages of these chronicles that man has written of 
himself, what are the characters dignified by the appella- 
tion of great, and held up to the admiration of posterity ? 
—Tyrants, robbers, conquerors, renowned only for the 
magiiitude of their misdeeds, and the stup^idous wrongs 
and miaet'ieB they have inflicted on mankind— •warriors, 
nrho have hired themselves io iVie \va,de ^i W«)KA<)\»it fiom 

• Smyth*».Thuc^^\o\.\. 
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motives of rirtuous patriotism, or to protect the injured 
and defenceless, bat merely to gain Uie vauntt-d glory of 
being adroit and successful in massacring their fellow 
beings ! What are the great events that constitute a glo- 
rious era? The fall of empires— the desolation of happy 
countries— splendid cities smoking in their ruins — the 
proudest works of art tumbled in the dust— the shrieks 
and groans of whole nations ascending unto heaven ! 

It is thus the historiaiM may be said to thrive on the 
miseries of mankind — they are like the birds of prey that 
boTer over the field of battle, to fatten on the mighty dead. 
It was observed by a great projector of inland lock navi- 
l^ation, that rivers, lakes, and oceans, were only formed to 
feed canals. In like inanner I am tempted to believe, 
that plots, conspiracies, wars, victories, and massacres, ai-e 
ordained by Providence only as food for the historian. 

It is a source of great delight to the philosopher, in 
studying the wonderful economy of nature, to trace the 
mutual dependencies of things, how they are created reci- 
procally for each other, and how the most noxious and 
apparently unnecessary animal has its uses. Thus those 
swarms of flies, which are so often execrated as useless 
vermin, are created for the sustenance of spiders ; aud 
spiders, on the other hand, are evidently made to devour 
flies. So those heroes who have been such pests in the 
world were bounteously provided as themes for the poet 
and the historian, while the poet and historian were des- 
tined to record the achievements of heroes. 

These and many similar reflections naturally arose in 
my mind as I took up my pen to commence the reign of . 
William Kieft ; for now the stream of our history, which 
hitherto has rolled in a tranquil current, is about to 
depart for ever from its peaceful haunts, and brawl 
through many a turbulent and rugged scene. Like some 
sleek ox, which, having fed and ^ttened in a rich clover 
field, lies sunk in luxurious repose, and will bear repeated 
taunts and blows before it heaves its unweildy limbs, and 
clumsily arouses from its slumbera ; so the province of 
the Mieuw Nederlandts, being long thriven arid grown 
corpulent under the prosperous reign of the Doubtei^ was 
reluctantly awakened toame\ancWA^ CQ»Vk.V\c>A<Q>Vk>^cAX^\s^ 
patieat Munerance, its grievances had ViecA\s^.^ v^ \i?»v(\«^^ 
mad ^yniratiag> that it wa» pv«£eT%\A« \tt t«v^ ^^ 
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endure than. The reader will now wttnen the 
in which a peaceful community advances towards a state 
of war ; which it is too apt to approach, as a horae doee 
a drum, with much prancin|^ and parade, but with little 
profp*e8s, and too often with the wrong end foremost. 

WiLHCLMUS KiEFT, who in 1634 ascended the Gv^er- 
natorUd chair (to borrow a iaTonrite ttiou|^h clumsy appel- 
lation of modern phraseolog^ists), was in form, feature^ 
and character, the Tery rererse of Wouter Van Twiller, 
his renowned predecessor. He was of rery respectable 
descent, his father being Inspector of Windmills in the 
ancient town of ^ardam ; and our hero, we are toU, 
made rery curious inrestigations into the nature and 
operations of those machines when a boy, which fa oee 
reason why he aftewards came to be so ingeniona a 
governor. His name, according to the most ingenioas 
etymologists, was a corruption of Kjfvery that is to say, a 
wrangler or scolder^ and expressed the hereditary dispou 
fition of his family, which, for nearly two centuries^ had 
kept the windy town of Saardam in hot water, and prOi- 
dnced more tartars and brimstones than any ten tamiliea 
in the place ; and so truly did Wilhelmus Kieft inherit' 
this family endowment, that he had scarcely been a year 
in the discharge of his government, before be was aniver- 
sally known by the appellation of William thb Testt. 

He was a brisk, waspish, little old gentleman, who had 
dried and withered away, partly through the natural pro- 
cess of years, and partly from t>eing parched and burned 
up by his fiery soul, which blazed like a vdiement rushlight 
in his bosom, constantly inciting him to most valoroitt 
broils, altercations, and misadTcntures. I hare heard It 
observed by a profound and philosophical judge of hnnuui 
nature, that if a woman waxes fat as she grows old, tht 
tenure of her life is very precarious ; but if haply she 
withers, she lives for ever : such likewise was the case 
with William the Testy, who grew tougher in proportiott 
as he dried. He was some such a little Dutchman as we 
may now and then see, stumping tn-iskly about the streets 
of our city, in a broad-skirted coat, with buttons nearly «i 
ibirg^e as the shield of Ajax, an old-fashioned cocked hat 
stack on the back of bis bokd, and a c»nft %a Yjtqg^ «jk hia 
eft//t. His visage waa broad, but b\a ln.VaiK»^Ai^\\iA 
wwe turned up with a nwst petu\a.iA«w\\ >o» ^^firiia^Hhte 
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the regioM of Terra del FuegOf were ■ c or ched into a 
diwky red— doabtleat^ ia consequence of the Deigfaboor. 
hood of two fierce little grey eye*, through which his 
torrid sool beamed as ferreotly as a tropical sun blazing 
tbnHigfa a pair of burning glasses. The comers of bis 
muuih were curiously modelled into a kind of fret- work. 
But a Ultle resembling the wrinkled proboscis of an irrita- 
ble pug dog; in a word, he was one of the roost positive, 
restlessy ugly little men that ever put himself in a passion 
tbottt nothing. 

Siicb were the personal endowments of William the 
Testy ; but it was the sterling riches of his mind that 
raised him to dignity and power. In his yputh he had 
passed with great credit through a celebrated academy at 
the Hague, noted for producing finished scholars with a 
despatch unequalled, except by certain of our American 
colleges, which seem to manufacture bachelors of arts by 
■ooie paieut machine. Here he skirmished very smartly 
on the fiwntiers of several of the sciences, and made so 
gallant an inroad in the dead languages, as to bring off 
captive a host of Greek nouns and Latin Tei*bs, together 
witb divers pithy saws and apophthegms; all which he 
constantly paraded in conversation and writing, with as 
Mncb vain-glory as would a triumphant general of yore 
display the spoils of the countries he had ravished. He 
had moreover pazsled himself considerably with logic, in 
which he had advanced so far as to attain a very familiar 
acquaintance, by name at least, with the whole family of 
syllogisMM and dilemmas; but what he chiefly valued him- 
self on was his knowledge of metaphysics, in which having 
once npon a time ventured too deeply, he came well nigh 
being sHMithered in a slough of unintelligible learning — a 
fearful poll, from the effects of which he never perfectly 
recovered. In plain words, like many other profound 
iaterasaddlers in thb abstruse, bewildering science, he so 
confined his brain with abstract speculations which he 
omid not comprehend, and artificial distinctions which he 
eonld not realiae, that he could never think clearly on any 
anlgcct, however simple, through the whole course of bis 
hie afterwards. Tliis, I must confess, was in some measure 
a HsiaforUnic, for he never engaged in argument, of which 
be was caceeding fond, but wnat, between logical deduc- 
■wtnphysical jargon, he soon involved himself 
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mud bitt subject in a fog of coutradictions and perplexitiefi 
and theu would fi^et iuto a migbty passion with his adFer- 
fary for not being convinced gratis 

It is in knowledge as in swimming,— be who ostenta- 
tiously sports and flounders on the surface makes more 
noise and splashing, and attracts more attention, than the 
iudttstrious pearl diver, who plunges in search of treasures 
to the bottom. The <' universal acquirements^ of William 
Kieft were the subject of great marvel and admiration 
among his couulrymei he figured about at the Hague 
with as much vain-glory as does a profound Bonxe at 
Pekin, who has mastered half the letters of the Chinese 
alphabet ; and, in a word, was unanimously pronounced 
a umrentd genius! — 1 have known many universal 
geniuses in my time, though, to speak my mind fireely* 
1 never knew one, who, for the ordinary purposes of life, 
was worth his weight in straw ; but for the purposes of 
government, a little sound judgment, and plain common 
sense, is worth all the sparkling genius that ever wrote 
povtry, or invented theories. 

Strange as it may sound, therefore, the uni%>er9al ac- 
quirements of the illustrious Wilhelmus were very much 
in liis way ; and had he been a less learned man, it is pos- 
sible he would have been a much greater governor. He 
was exceedingly fond of trying philosophical and political 
experiments : and having stufled his head full of scraps 
and remnants of ancient republics, and oligarchies, and 
aristocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solon, and 
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary common- 
wealth of Plato, and the Pandects of Justinian, and a 
thousand other fragments of venerable antiquity, he was 
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of them 
into use ', so that, between one contradictory measure aud 
another, he entangled the government of the little province 
of Nieuw Nederlandts in more knots, during his adminis- 
tration, than half a dozen successors could have untied. 

No sooner had this bustling liitlc man been blown by a 
whiif of fortune in the seat of government, than he called 
together his council, and delivered a very animated speech 
on the affairs of the province. As every body knows what 
a^ glorious opportunity a governor, a president, or even an 
emperor has of drubbing his enemies in his speeches, mes- 
jBgca, and bullctinsi, whei'e he has the talk all on his owa 
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iUe, tlwy UMy be sore the high.mettled William Kieft 
4kl not •mer lo favourable an occasion to escape him, 
•f eriacmg that gallantry of tongue common to all able 
ItgitUtora. Before he commenceo, it is recorded . that he 
look oat bis pocket handkerdiief^ and gave a %'cry sonorous 
blast of the note, according to the usual custom of great 
orators. This, in general, 1 believe, is intruded as a 
sirnal trumpet, to call the attention of the au<litoi-s ; but 
with William the Testy it boasted a more clasnic cause, 
fcr be had read of the singular expedient of tiuit famous 
deouigogae Caiut Gracchus, who, when he harangued the 
Roauui populace, modulatol his tones by an oratorical 
i«te or pitch-pipe. 

This preparatory symphony beuig performed, he com- 
Menced by CKpressing an humble sense of his own want 
«f tmlents, his utter unworthiness of tlie honour confen'ed 
apon him, and bis humiliating incapacity to discharge the 
importairt duties of his new station : in short, he expressed 
so contemptible an opinion of himself, that many simple 
country members present, ignorant that these were mere 
words of course, always used on such occasions, were very 
aneasy, and even felt wrath that be should accept an office 
for which he was consciously so inadequate. 

He then proceeded in a manner highly classic, pro- 
loMidly erudite, and nothing at all to the purpose ; being 
■othittg more than a pomfwus account of all the govern- 
ments of ancient Greece, and tlie wars of Rome and Car- 
thage, together with the rise aiul fall of sundry outlandish 
empires, about which the aHscmhIy knew no more than 
their great grandcliildren alio were yet unborn. Thus 
having, after the manner of your learned orators, convinced 
the audience that he was a man of many words and great 
^cmdltion, he at length came to the less important part of 
his speech, the situation of the province *, and hei*e he soon 
worked himself into a fearful rage against the Yankees, 
whom he compared to the Gauls who desolated Rome, 
and the Goths and Vandals who over ran the fairest plains 
•of EarofH'- Hior did lie forget to mention, in terms of 
•dc(|ualc «»pt»robrium, the insolence with which they had 
Ciicmarhi^ upon the territories of New Netherlands, and 
the unparalleled audacity with which they had commeitced 
the town of New Plymouth, and planted the onion imtrhes 
•f Weatbcrsfttkl under the very walls of Fort Goed Hoop. 
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HaTiDflf thus ai>tfully wrought up hii tale of terror to a 
climax, he assumed a self-satisfied look, and declared, 
with a nod of knowing import, that he had taken measures 
tu put a final stop to these eocroachments— that he had 
been obliged to have recourse to a dreadful engine of 
warfare, lately invented, awful in its effects, but authorized 
by direful necessity. In a word, he was resolved to conquer 
Ibe Yankees— liy pr>clamat ion. 

For this purpose he had prepared a tremendous iostru- 
meiit of the kind, ordering, commanding, and eigoining 
the intruders aforesaid forthwith to remove, depart^ vid 
withdraw from the districts, regions, and territories afore, 
said, under pain of suffering all the penalties, forfeitures, 
and punishments in such case made an<l provided, &c. 
This proclamation, he assured them, would at once exter 
minate the enemy from the face of the country ; and be 
pledged his valour as a governor, that within two months 
after it was published, not one stone should remain on 
another in any of the towns which they had built. 

The council remained for some time silent after he had 
finished, J whether struck dumb with admiration at the 
brilliancy of his project, or put to sleep by the length of 
his harangue, the history of the times doth not mention. 
Suffice it to say, they at length gave a general grunt of 
.acquiescence*, the proclamation was immediately des- 
patched with due ceremony, having the great seal of the 
province, which was about the size of a buckwheat pan- 
cake, attached to it by a broad red riband. Governor Kieft, 
having thus vented his indignation, felt greatly relieved— 
ailjourned the council siiie die, — put on his cocked hat and 
corduroy small-clothes, and, mounting a tall raw boned 
chatter, trotted out to his country seat, which was situated 
in a sweet, sequestered swamp, now called Dutch Street, 
but more commonly known by the nameof Dog^s Misery. 

Here, like the good Numa, be reposed from the toils 
of legislation, taking lessons in government, not from the 
Nymph Egeria, but from the honoured wife of his boeoro; 
who was one of that peculiar kind of females, sent upon 
earth a little before the flood, as a punishment for the sins 
of mankind, and commonly known by the appellation of 
knawimg women. In fact, my duty as an historian obliges 
•me to make known a circumstance which was a greet 
.aecret at the. time, aud conae(\vsullY was not a 0ubject.of 
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Kaiidal at more than half the tea tables of ^lew Anuter. 
dam, but which, like many other great secrets, has leaked 
out in the lapse of years ; and this was, that the great 
Wilbelmus the Testy, though one of the most potent little 
men that ever breathed, yet submitted at home to a species 
of government, neither laid down in Ai-istutle nor Plato ; 
in ihort, it partook of the nature of a pure, unmixed 
tyranny, and is ftimiliarly denominated petticoat govern' 
9tent. An absolute sway, which, though exc4^edingly 
common in these modem days, was very rare among the 
ancients, if we may judge from the rout made about the 
domestic economy of honest Socrates, which is the only 
incient case on record. 

The great Kteft, however, warded off all the sneers and 
larcasms of his particular friends, who are eva* ready to 
joke with a man on sore points of the kind, by alleging 
that it was a government of his own election, to which he 
submitted through choice; adding at the same time a 
profound maxim which he had found in an ancient author, 
that « he who would aspire to govern, should first learn 
ioobeyJ' 



CHAP. II. 

in wkieh are recorded the sage prcjectg of a Ruler of 

tmiverml Genius. The Art qf Fighting hy Proclamation 

^-amd how that the valiant Jacobus Van Curict came to 

be foully dishonoured at Fort Ooed Hoop. 

Nbtbk was a more comprehensive, a more expeditious, 
or, what is still better, a more economical measure devised, 
than this, of defeating the Yankees by proclamation : an 
expedient, likewise, so humane, so gentle, and pacific, 
there were ten chances to one in favour of its succeed ingy 
but then there was one chance to ten that it would not 
succeed : as the ill-natured fates would have it, that single 
chance carried the day ! The proclamation was perfect 
iu all its parts, well constructed, well written, well sealed* 
and well published— all that was wanting to insure it^ 
cflect was, that the Yankees should stand in awe of it » 
but, pruvukijig to rehite, they treated it wlUi the u^ost 
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absolute oootempt, applied it to an unaeenily purpose, aad 
thus did the first warlike proclamation come to a abameful 
end— a fate which, 1 am credibly infonned, has befallea 
bat too many of its successors. 

It was a long time before Wilhelmus Kiefl couM be 
persuaded, by the united efforts of all his counsellors, that 
his war measures had failed in producing any effect. On 
the contrary, he flew in a passion whenever any one dared 
to question Ks efficacy ; aiul swore, that though it was slow 
in operating, yet when once it began to work, it woukl 
soon purge the laud of these rapacious intruders. Time, 
however, that test of all experiments both in philosophy 
and politics, at length convinced the great Kieft, that bb 
proclamation was abortive j and that, notwithstanding he 
had waited four years in a state of constant irritation, yet 
be was still further off than ever from the object of his 
wishes. His implacable adversaries in the east became 
more and more troublesome in their encroachments, and 
founded the thriving colony of Hartford, close upon the 
skirts of Fort Goed Hoop. They moreover commenced 
the fair settlement of Newhaven (alias the Red HUis) 
within the domains of their high mightinesses — while the 
onion patches of Pyquag were a continual eye-sore to the 
garrison of Van Curlet. Upon beholding, therefore, the 
ineflicacy of bis measure, the sage Kiefr, like many a 
worthy practitioner of physic, laid the blame, not to the 
■ledirine, but the quantity administered ^ and resolutely 
resolved to double the dose. 

In the year 1638, therefore, that being the fourth year 
of his reign, he fnbninated against them a second proc la- 
matM>n, of heavier metal than the former^ written in 
thundering long sentences, not one word of which was 
under five syllables. This, in fact, was a kind of non-inter- 
course bill, forbidding and prohibiting all commerce and 
connexion, between any and every of the naid Yankee 
iBtruders, and tbeaakl fortified post of Fort Goed Hoop j 
ftnd ordering, commanding, and advising all his trusty, 
loyal, and well beloved subjects, to furnish them with no 
wippUes of gin, gingerbread, or sour crout ; to buy none 
«f their pacing horses, meazly pork, apple brandy, Yankee 
ram, ckler water, apple sweetmeats, Weathersfield onions, 
•or wooden bowls; trat to starve and exterminate then 
ihm the hct oi Um fond. 



MBW YORK. 129 

Another pause of a twelvemonth ensuedy during which 
the last procUmation received the same attention, and 
experienced the same fate as the first ; at the end of which 
term, the ^lant Jacobus Van Curlet despatched his an- 
nual messenger, with his customary budget of complaints 
and entreaties. Whether the regular interval of a year, 
intervening between the ai-rival of Van Curlet*s couriers, 
was occasioned by the systematic regulaiity of his move- 
ments, or by the immense distance at which he was 
•tationed from the seat of government, is a matter of 
uncertainty. Some have ascribed it to the slowness of his 
messengers, who, as I have before noticed, were chosen 
finom the shortest and fattest of his garrison, as least likely 
to be worn out on the road ; and who, being pursy, short- 
winded little men, generally travelled fifteen miles a 
day, and then kid by a whole week — to rest. All these, 
however, are matters of conjecture ; and I rather think it 
may be ascribed to the immemorial maxim of this worthy 
country, and which has ever influenced all its public 
transactions— not to do things in a huiry. 

The gallant Jacobus Van Curlet in his despatches respect- 
fully represented, that several years had now elapsed since 
bb first application to his late excellency, the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller ; during which interval his garrbon 
had been reduced nearly one-eighth, by the death of two 
of his most valiant and corpulent soldiers, who had acci- 
dentally over-eaten themselves on some fat salmon, caught 
in the Varsche River. He further stated, that the enemy 
persisted in their inroads, taking no notice of the fort 
or its inhabitants, but squatting themselves down, and 
forming settlements all around it; so that, in a little while, 
be should find himself enclosed and blockaded by the 
enemy, and totally at their mercy. 

But among the most ati-ocious of his gpnevances, I find 
the fi>llowiog still on record, which may serve to show the 
bloody-minded outrages of these savage intrudern. « In 
the mean time, they of Hartford have nut onely usurped 
and taken in the lands of Connecticott, although unrighie- 
ously and against the lawes of nations, but have hindered 
our nation in sowing theire owoe purchased broken up 
lands, but .have also sowed them with come in the night, 
which the Nethcrlanders had broken up and intended to 
•owe; aad b«ve beaten the aerYanU ^i VbA Vd.*^ ^'o«^^'l2i\<L^ 
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the hoBOrcd cgtnpanie, wbicfa vne labourfng opoo t 
muten' landi, fiora theire landii, with ali^a and 
Mbtgi, in hMtile miiniKr liimiiig, and ■.man^ the 

nw (hit Ihe blood nn downe verj Btrongly doirne i 

But what IB dill more atrocioua — 

" Those of Hartfiird sold a bogur, that belonged to 
bonortd companie, ander preleuce thai it had e 
of theire gnmude fnu, whea the; bad iiot any 
of inberttaoce. T^ey proRered the bf^g^-forS*. if 
coinmiuionera wonh] hare girea G*. for damage ; <r 
Hie commisaiooers denied, becanw ooe mao'i owne I 
^ men use to aaf) can treapoH npoD hii owne man 

The receipt of Ibig meisnchol]' intelligence incensed 
whole community — there wu loiiielliiag in it that ■[ 
to the dull contprehenBions, and loarh^ the obtuse I 
tngfH even of the puLnanl tuI^^, who generally requii 
kick in the reai to avaken their tlnmberiug dignity 
bBTe knowti my profoand fellow citizeni bear will 
Diannar a thuniand easeutial infriorements of their ri| 
merely becasse they were not immMiately obvions to I 
■enses; but Ihe moment llie unlucky Pearce was 
upon our coasts, the whole body politic was in a femi 
(O the enlightened Nederlanders, though they had Ire 
the eocroachmenta of their esBlern neighbours with 
Tittle r^ard, and left their quill.ialiant gOTemiH lo 
the whole brunt of the war with bis single pen ; yet 
every individual felt bis head broken in the broken 1 
of Duckings — aod the unhappy (ate of their fellow cil 
the hog, being impressed, carried, and sold into captv 
awakened a grunt of sympathy from every bosom. 

The governor and council, goaded l)y Ibe clamoni 
Ibe multitude, now sat Ihemielves earnatly to delilx 



faHeti into lempon 
the Yankees a trlbu 
petty Barbary powr 
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deriL Others were for buying^ them out ; but this was 
opposed, as it would be acknowledging' their title to the 
laml they had seized. A variety of measures wei'e, at 
usual in such cases, proposed, discussed, and abandoned; 
and the council bad at last to adopt the means, which 
being the most common and obvious, had been knowingly 
overlooked : for your amazing acute politicians aie for 
ever looking through telescopes, which only enable them 
to see such objects as arefarofif and unattainable j but 
which incapacitate them to see such things as are in their 
reach, and obvious to all simple folks, who are content to 
luok with the naked eyes heaven has given them. The 
prufuund council, as I have said, in their pursuit after 
jack-o^-lanterns, accidentally stumbled on the very mea- 
sure they were in need of} which was, to raise a body of 
troops, and despatch them to the relief and reinforcement 
of the garrison. This measure was carried into such 
prompt operation, that in less than twelve months the 
whole expedition, consisting of a seijeant and twelve' 
men, was ready to march j and was reviewed for that 
purpose in the public square, now known by the name 
uf the Bowling Green. Just at this juncture the whole 
cummunity was thrown into consternation by the sudden 
arrival of the gallant Jacobus Van Curlet; who came 
straggling into town at the head of his crew of tatterde- 
malions, and bringing the melancholy tidings of bis own 
defeat, and the capture of the redoubtable post of Fort 
Goed Hoop by the ferocious Yankees. 

The fate of this important fortress is an impressive 
warning to all military commanders. It was neither 
carried by storm nor famine ; no practicable breach was 
effected by cannon or mines ; no magazines were blown 
ap by red-hot shot ; nor were the barracks demolished, 
or the garrison destroyed, by the bursting of bomb-shells. 
In fact, the place was taken by a stratagem no less singu* 
lar thao effectual ; and one that ctfki never fail of success, 
whenever ao opportunity occurs of putting it in practice, 
Happy am I to add, for the credit of our iUustrious ancet- 
lors, that it was a stratagem, which though it impeached 
the vigilance, yet left the bravery of the intrepid Vau 
Ciirlet and bit garrison perfectly free from repi-oach. 

It appears that the crafty Yankees, having heard of 
the regttUir habiti of the garrison, watched a favourable 
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opportnnityi and sUeotly Introducrd tkniiadTet ioto the 
fort, about the middle of a sattry day; when its TtfilaBt 
defender*, having gorged themaelyea with a hearty dinnery 
and 8mok«d out their pipes, were one and all saoriog 
most obstreperoasly at their posts, little dreaming of fo 
disastrous an occorrenee. The enemy most iuhamanly 
seized Jacobus Van Curlet and his fturdy myrmidons by 
the nape of the neck, gallanted them to the gate of the 
furt, and dismissed than severally, with a kick oo the 
crupper, as Charles the Twelfth dismissed the heavy 
bottomed Russians, after the battle of Narva— only taking 
rare to give two kicks to Van Curlet, as a signal mark 
of distinction. 

A strong garrison was immediately established in the 
fort, consisting of twenty long-sided, hard-fisted Yankees, 
with Weathersfteld onions stuck in their hats, by way 
of cockades and feathers — long rusty fowling pieces for 
muskets— hasty pudding, dumb fish, pork, and molasses, 
for stores ; and a huge pumpkin was hoisted on the end 
of a pole, as a stan(Urct— liberty caps not having as yet 
come into fashion. 



CHAP. III. 

Containing the fearful wrath of William the Testy, and 
the great dolor of the New Anuterdammere^ became cf 
the affairs of Fort Ooed Hoop.^-And moreover how 
fViUiam the Testy did strongly JorHfy the City.-^T^e- 
ther with the exploits qfStoffei Brinherhi^. 

Lanouaor cannot express the prodigious fury into which 

the testy Wilhelmus Kieft was thrown by thu provoking 

intelligence. For three good hours the rage of the little 

man was too gieat for woids, or rather the words were 

too great iwt him ; and he was nearly choked by some 

dozen huge mis-shapen, nine cornoed Dutch oaths, that 

crowded all at once into his gullet. Having blazed off 

the fiist broadside, he kept up a constant firing for three 

whole days— euathematizing the Yankees, man, wtfman, 

stad child, body and 80u\, for a. «€\ oX ^\«««as w:\mbbe- 

jMken, deagenieteuy twist.zoek€xeii>\«M«xi-»cVai^«ck^\^aKV 



MKW TOftK. 138 

kikcB, kikkea-bedden, and a thoosand other names, of 

vkidky nnfortunstely for posterity, history does not make 

ftrticttlar mention. Finally, he swore that he would hare 

■othini; more to do with such a squatting, building, 

gaesalng, questioning, swapping, pumpkin^ating, mo- 

liwn ritnhinyi shingle-spUtting, cider-watering, horse- 

iockeying, iiotion-p«idling crew— that they might stay 

at Fort Goed Hoop and rot, before he would dirty his 

hands by attempting to drive them away ; in proof of 

which be ordered ine new raised troops to be marched 

forthwith into winter quarters, although it was not as yet 

quite midsummer. Governor Kieft faithfully kept his word, 

and his adversaries as &ithfully kept their post ; and 

thas the glorious river Connecticut, and all the gay valleys 

tbroagh which it rolls, together with the salmon, shad, 

and other fish within its waters, fell into the hands of 

the victorious Yankees, by whom they are held at this 

very day. 

Great despondency seized upon the city of New Am- 
sterdam in consequence of these mclaqcholy events. The 
name of Yankee became as ten ibie among our good an- 
cestors as was that of Gaul among the ancient Romans . 
and all the sage old women of the province used it as a 
bugbear, wherewith to frighten their unruly children into 
obedience. 

The eyep of all the province were now turned upon 
their governor, to know what he would do for the protec- 
lion A the common weal, in these days of darkness and 
peril. Great apprehensions prevailed among the reflec- 
ting part of the community, especially the old women, that 
thoe terrible warriors of Connecticut, not content with 
the conquest of Fort Goed Hoop, would incontinently 
march on to New Amsterdam and take it by storm— and 
at these old ladies, through means of the governor's 
spouae, who, as has been already hinted, was " the better 
horse,** had obtained considerable influence in puttjic af- 
hm, keeping the province under a kind of petticoat 
government, it was determined that measures should be 
lakca for the effective fortification of the city. 

Now it happened that at this time there sojourned in 
New AoMterdam one Aqtbony Van Corlear*, a jully fut 

* David Pictres DsVrict. io his "Rejia UMt N\t^l^.^(«d«TUutd 
Ait jasr IMO/* mskcs nenlXoa of wa C^ii^MX ^ % Vc^n&.ycMt\ va. 

i 
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Dutch trumpeter, of m pleasant burley TiMgc^ ffuneiis Ibf 
hb long wind and bii huge whiskers ; and who, as the 
story goes, could twang so potently upon his instrurarnt 
as to produce an effect upon all within hearing, as though 
ten thousand bagpipes were singing most lustily i* the 
nose. Him did the illustrious Kieft pick out as the man 
of all the world, and most fitted to be the champion of 
New Amsterdam, and to garrison its fort; making little 
doubt but that his instrument would be as effectual and 
offensive in war as was that of the Paladin Astolpho, or 
the more classic bom of Aleeto. It would hare done one*s 
heart good to have seen the governor snapping his fingers 
and fidgeting with delight, while his sturdy trumpeter 
strutted up and down the ramparts, fearlessly twanging 
his k*umpet in the face of the whole world, like a thrice 
valorous editor, daringly insulting all the principalities 
and powers on the other side of the Atlantic. 

Nur was he content with thus strongly garrisooiBg the 
fort, but he likewise added exceedingly to its strength by 
furnishing it with a formidable battery of quaker gunfr— 
rearing a stupendous flag-staff in the centre, which over- 
topped the whcde city-— and moreover by building a great 
windmill on one of the bastions.* This last, to be surc^ 
was somewhat of a novelty in the art of fortification, but 
as I have already observed, William Kieft was notorious 
for innovations and experiments, and traditions do affirm 
that be was much given to mc^anical inventions—- con- 
structing patent smoke-jacks— carts that went before the 
burses— and especially erected windmills, for which 
machines he had acquired a singular predilection In- hit 
native town of Saardam. 

All these scientific vagaries of the little governor were 
cried up with ecstacy by his adherents, as proofs of his 
universal genius; but there were not wanting ill-natured 
grumblers, who railed at him as employing his mind ia 
frivolous pursuits, and devoting that time to smoke-jacks 
and wittdmills, which should have been occupied in the 

Fort Amsterdaai, who gave name to Coriear*R Hook, and who wai, 
doubUeu» tbU Mme champioB, described by Mr. KiiickerbocK&.— 
Editor. 

" t>e Vriei mentions that this windmill stood on the south-east bss* 

tioa, sod it it likewise to be seen, together with the flag.«tsft, ia 

/sstaw JDiBBJwr^ View of Netr-inoMEua, vkAak4 \» \iak~ ' 



Msf IbcproriiKi!. Haj,tbeferea 
— -« or twice, IbU hi> bead w»» 
■ad that be ratlly thuuf^t M 
eat '■■ ke did bn milli— by nKrc 
a f— Such ii Ibe illibenlily *Dd (Isoder to whicb 
CBliffbteaol rulo* >n ever lubject. 

NutKitlaitaDdiiif mil (he meunm, tbereftin, of WilliBiQ 
Am Teitjr, to place the city in b poatare of defeiKv, the iiu 
ItUiituti EDDtinDcd in great bIbtid Bod despondency. But 
FartHBc, who Beenu always CBrcfal, in the rery nick of 
time, to throw ■ bone for Hope to leed apon, that tbe 
■larreliag df mmy be kept aljre, did about thi> time crawn 
the >nB> of the proTince with mcccm in anolber quarter, 
lad thai cheered tbe droopiPK hearts of the forlora Neder. 
koden i othcrwue Iberc u do kDowing to what lengths 
Ibejr night have goae in the ^Ktm of their HnrowiDg — 
"^ ^ CTief/^ aaya the profonnd hivtoriaa of the seTen 
dMunpioM of ChriitaadaBi, ■' ii companion wilb dnpair, 
•ad dnpair ■ procarer of iabmoua dnlh \" 

Anmafi tha nameroni taroadi of the Maas-trooper* of 
OiNioecticat, whidi for tome tisM pari bad occaiioned 
•ach frmt tiibalatioa, 1 abouU particularly have men- 
liaaed a aMtlancnt laade on tha eaitem part of Lon^. 
blaad, at a idaca which, from tbe peculiar excellence of 
in (hell fiik, wBB called Oyster Bay. This was attackinK 
lb* profiace in Ibe araatKBcible pari, aDd occujoued great 
•gitatioa at New Amatcrdam. 

It is an iDcontroTcrlible &ct, well known to skilful 
physiolofWtt, that tbe hifb road to tbe affections is 
Iknmgb Mm throat : and this nay be accounted for on the 
iiT prindpks, which 1 have alraody (jnolrd in my stric- 
larca so tu aUcraaai. Nor is the fact unknown to the 
world at large ; aad hanoe do we ubeerve, that the surest 
«ay lo gaia the beaHa of tbe million is to feed them well 
— aad that a naa la iierer so disposed to flatter, to please, 
•ad ^rre another, as whan be is feeding at his eipence ; 
which ■ ooc reaaon why jaur riah men, who gire frequent 
diaoen, bare each abandaocc of sincere and failhfiil 
Ueoda. It is oa this principle that our knowinK leaders 
of parti** securt the affection* of their parliaanF, by 
■' 1 bouDtifully with h " " ' 



arifap the •uflragesof tbe greaay mob, by 

with baU CMst* Md roMl ' 



I lin« Vamu vcsHi^ 
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a man, in this same city, acquire considerable importance 
in society, and ilsiirp a large share of the good-will of his 
fellow citizens, when the only thing that could be said-in 
his eulogium was, << that he gave a good dinner and kept 
excellent wine." 

Since then the heart and the stomach are so nearly 
allied, it follows conclusively that what affects the one must 
sympathetically affect the other. Now it is an equally 
incontrovertible fact, that of all offerings to the stomach, 
there is none more grateful than the testaceous marine 
animal, known commonly by the vulgar name of Oyster. 
And in such great reverence has it ever been held by my 
gormandizing fellow-citizens, that temples have been dedi- 
cated to it, time out of mind, in every street, lane, and 
alley throughout this well fed city. It is not to be 
expected, therefore, that the seizing of Oynter Bay, a place 
abounding with their favourite delicacy, would be tole- 
rated by the inhabitants of New Amsterdam. An attack 
upon their honour they might have pardoned ; even the 
nicwsacre of a few citizens might have been passed <>ver 
in silence ; but an outrage that affected the larders of the 
great city of New Amsterdam, and threatened the stomachs 
of its corpulent burgomasters, was too serious, to pass 
uurevenged. The whole council was unanimous in 
opinion ; that the intruders should be immediately driven 
by force of arms from Oyster Bay and its vicinity, and a 
detachment was accordingly despatched for the purpose, 
under command of one Stoifel Brinkerhoff, or Briiiker- 
hoofd (t. e. Stoffel, the head breaker) ; so called because 
he was a man of mighty deeds, famous throughout the 
whole extent of Nieuw Nederlandts for his skill at quar- 
terstaff ; aud for size he would have been a match for Col 
brand, the Danish champion, slain by Guy of Warwick. 

Stoffel Brinkerhoff was a man of few words but prompi 
actions— one of your straight going officers, who march 
directly forward, and do their orders without making any 
parade about it. He used no extraordinary speed in his 
movements, but trudged steadily on, through Nineveh and 
Babylon, and Jericho and Patchog, and the mighty town 
of Quag, aud various other renowned cities of yore, which, 
by some unaccountable witchcraft of the Yankees, have 
beeo Bhrauge)y transplanted to Long Island, until he arrived 
a the iieigbbourbood^of Oyster Bay. 
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be CBCottotered by a tumuUuout host of 
A wmrrioray lieided by PreserFed Fuhi and Habakkak 
Br» and Return Strong, and Zerubbabel Fisk, and 
than Doolittle, and Determined Cock I— At the 
A of whose names the courageous Sioffel verily be- 
ad that the whole parliaaient of Praise God Barebones 
been let loose to discomfit him. Finding, however, 
I tbb formidable body was composed merely of the 
akct DMn** of the settlement, armed with no other 
afoo but their tongues, and that they had issued forth 
Ih no other intent tiian to meet him on the field of argu- 
Mi t - b e succeeded in putting them to route with little 
flicnlty, and completely broke up their settlement. With- 
it waiting to write an account of his victory on the spot, 
■d thus letting the enemy slip through his fingers, while 
le was securing his own laurels, as a more experienced 
fCDerai would have done, the brave Stoffel thought of 
■othing but completing his enterprise, and utterly driving 
the Yankees from the island. -This hardy enterprise he 
performed in much the same manner as be had been accus- 
•pmed to drive his oxen j for as the Yankees fled before 
Um, he palled up his breeches and trudged steadily after 
IImii, and would infallibly have driven them into the 
■ea, had they not begged for quarter, and agreed to pay 
tribute. 

The news of this achievement was a seasonable restora- 
tive to the spirits of the citizens of New Amsterdam. To 
fratify them still more, the governor resolved to astonish 
them with one of tliose gorgeous spectacles, known in the 
days of classic antiquity, a full account of which had been 
fledged into his memory when a schoolboy at the Hague. 
A grand triumph, therefore, was decreed to StoiTel Brin- 
keriiooff, who inade his triumphant entrance into town 
nding oo a Naraganset pacer : five pumpkins, which, like 
Roman eagles, had served the enemy for standards, were 
carried before biro— fifty cart-loads of oystei-s, five hun- 
dred bnabelB of Weathersfield onions, a hundred quintals 
of codfish, two hogsheads of molasses, and various other 
treasures, were esdiibited as the spoils and tribute of the 
Yankees ; while three notorious counterfeiters of Man- 
hattan Botes* were led captives to grace the heroes triumph. 

* This is oas of those tririsl soachronitnu that now and then 
orrar ia Ihs cam 0f this aQwrs^M aaVtoucaU^ tkxitox^ . How docul 
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The proceaskm was enlivened by martial mnticy from the 
trumpet uf Anthony Van Corlear, the diampioo, accom- 
panied by a select band of boys and negroes, performing 
on the national instrument of rattle-bones and clam-shells. 
The citizens devoured the spoib in sheer gladness of heart 
—-every man did honour to the conqaeror by getting 
devoutly drunk on New-fingland rum ; and the learned 
WilheUnus Kieft calling to mind, iu a momentary fit of 
enthusiasm and generosity, that it was customary among 
the ancients to honour their victorious general with public 
statues, passed a gracious decree, by which every tavern- 
keeper was permitted to paint the head of the intrepid 
Sioffel on his sign ! 



CHAP. VI. 

Phihtaphieal Reflections on the Fotty of being happy 
in times of Prosperity. — Sundry Troubles on the Southern 
Frontiers. — How William the Testy had well nigh ruined 
the Province through a cabalistic word. — As also the 
secret expedition of Jan Jansen Alpendam, and his 

astonishing Reward. 

If we could but get a peep at the tally of Dame Fortune, 
where, like a notable landlady, she regularly chalks up 
the debtor and ci*editor accounts of mankind, we should 
find that, upon the whole, guod and evil are pixtty nearly 
balanced in this world : and though we may for a long 
while revel in the very lap of prosperity, the time will at 
length come, when we must ruefully pay off the reckon- 
ing. Fortune, in fact, is a pestilent shrew, aud withal a 
most ineYorable creditor ; for though she nray indulge her 
favourites in long credits, and overwhelm tiiem with her 
favours, yet sooner or later she brings up her arrears, 
with the rigour of an experienced publican, and washes 
out her scores with their tears. ** Since,** says good old 
Boetius, in his Consolation of Philosophy, ** since no man 
can retain her. at his pleasure, and since her flight is so 

Maabattan notes be connterfeited, wVietx •»ieV^«aL%'««»w!&Mwsr«i^ 
ia tbia coaatry — and our mmpVc ^togemlot* Vi«A ^\. vi^&<^\m4. 
>ftJiuife inexijauslibls mioet of jpa^i opv\«at%V^XtvoX. uw. 
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deeply lamented, what are her favours but sure prognosti- 
cations of approachiug trouble and calamity ? 
* There is nothing that more moves my contempt at the 
stnpidity and want of reflection of my fellow men, than 
to behold them rejoicing, and indulging in security and 
self-conAdence, in times of prosperity. To a wise man, 
who is blessed with the light of reason, those are the very 
moments of anxiety and apprehension; well knowing that, 
according to the system of things, happiness is at best but 
transient ; and that the higher be is elevated by the capri- 
cions breath of fortune, the lower must be his propor- 
tionate depression. Whereas, he who is overwhelmed by 
calamity has the less chance of encountering fresh disas- 
ters, as a man at the bottom of a ladder runs very little risk 
of breaking his neck by tumbling to the top. 

This is the very essence of true wisdom, which consists 
in knowing when we ought to be miserable ; and was dis- 
covered much about the same time with that invaluable 
secret, ** that every thing is vanity and vexation of spirit ;** 
in consequence of which maxim your wise men have ever 
been the unhappiest of the human race ; esteeming it as an 
infallible mark of genius to be disti'essed without reason ^ 
since any mail may be miserable in time of misfortune, 
but it is the philosopher alone who can discover cause for 
gnef in the very hour of prosperity. 

According to the principle I have just advanced, we 
find that the colony of New Netherlands, which, under 
the reign of the renowned Van Twiller, had flourished in 
such alarming and fatal serenity, is now paying for its 
Ibrmer welfare, and discharging the enormous debt of 
comfort which it contracted. Foes harass it from difl*ereDt 
quarters; the city of New Amsterdam, while yet in iti 
infancy, is kept in constant alarm ; and its valiant com- 
mander, William the Testy, answei-s tlie vulgar but expres- 
sive idea of *^ a man in a peck of troubles.** 

While busily engaged repelling his bitter enemies the 
Yankees, on one side, we find him suddenly molested in 
another quarter, and by other assailants. A vagrant 
colony of Swedes, under the conduct of Peter Minnewit% 
and professing allegiance to that redoubtable n vre^^^C»ViK>ar- 
tina^ queea of Sweden, had settled tViem«e\NCA Vt.'cA vcfi^^ 
a fort on south (or i>elaware) river •, "WiVViiu >\\t >awa.v^*Kt>M 
claimed by ^Ae mfcrnmeat of tUelie^ ^«\V«xVft.\!A». ^ 
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tery i« mate as to the particulars of their first Imodiog, awl 
their real pretensions to the soil ; and dkw is the more to 
be lamented, as this same colony of Swedes will hereafter 
be found most materially to aiTect, not only the interests of 
the Nederlanders, but of the world at large ! 

In whatever manner, therefore, this yaffaboud colony of 
Sweden first took possession of the country, it is certain 
that in 1638 they established a fort, and Minnewit% 
according to the oiThand usage of bis contemporaries, 
declared himself governor of all the a4jacent country, 
under the name of the province of New Sweden. No 
■oooer did thu reach the ears of the choleric Wilhelrous, 
than, like a true spirited chieftain, he immediately broke 
into a violent rage, and calling together his council, bela- 
boured the Swedes most lustily, in the longest speech that 
bad ever been heard in the colony, since the memorable 
dispute of Ten Breeches and Tough Breeches. Having thus 
given vent to the first ebullitions of his indignation, he had 
tfesort to his favtmrite measure of proclamation, and 
despatched one piping hot, in the first year of his reign, 
informing Peler Minnewits, that the whole territory border- 
ing on the south river, had, time out of mind, been in 
possession of the Dutch colonists, having been <* beset with 
forts, and sealed with their blood." 

The latter sanguinary sentence would convey an idea of 
direful war and bloodshed, were we not relieved by the 
information, that it merely related to a fray, in which some 
half a dozen Dutchmen had been killed by the Indians, in 
their benevolent attempts to eetablish a colony and promote 
civilization. By this it will be seen that William Kieft, 
though a very small man, delighted in big expressions, 
and was mucli given to a praiseworthy figure in rhetoric, 
generally cultivated by your little great men, called hyper- 
bole. A figure which had been found of infinite service 
among many of his class, and which has helped to swell 
the grandeur of many a mighty, self-important, but windy 
chief magistrate. Nor can I resist in this place^ firoB 
observing how much my beloved country is indebted to 
. tbh same figure of hyperbole, for supporting certain of 
her gretLtest chai'actei*8— stateameu^ orators, civilians, and 
fiiwiueB } who, by/dint of VAf ivovdi^vaAaXedLY^''^^^"'^ 
t^iudy docf rioes, are kepi al^oi^l oxi tV»A autiacft sA wxm^^^ 
*» ijWMiant Hwiimuci-a are buoNtBAuttViJAww^^ftadAwrm. 
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The proclamation against Minnewits concluded by 
ordering the self-dubbed governor, and his gang of Swedish 
•dTentarera, immediately to leave the country, under 
penalty of the high displeasure and inevitable vengeance of 
the puitsaut government -of the Nieuur Nederlandts. This 
** strong naeasure,** however, does not seem to have had a 
whit more effect than its predecessors, which had been 
thundered against the Yankees — the Swedes resolutely held 
ou to the territory they had taken ^possession of, where- 
■poo matters for the present remained in statu 91CO. 

That Wilhelmus Kieft should put up with this insolent 
obstimu^y in the Swedes would appear incompatible with 
his valorous temperament ; but we find that about this 
time the little man had his bands full, and with one annoy- 
ance and another, was kept continually on the bounce. 

There is a certain description of active legislators, who, 
by shrewd management, contrive always to have a hundred 
irooii ou the anvil, every one of which must be immedi- 
ately attended to \ who consequently are ever full of 
temporary shifts and expedients, patching up the public 
welfare, and cobbling the national affairs, so as to make 
nine holes where they mend one — stopping chinks and 
flaws with wlialever comes first to hand, like the Yankees I 
have mentioned stuffing old clothes in broken windows. 
Oi this class of statesmen was William the Testy *, and 
had he only been blessed with powers equal to his zeal, 
or his zeal been disciplined by a little discretion, there 
is very little doubt but he would have made the greatest 
governor of his size on record ; the renowned governor of 
the bbnd of Barataria alone excepted. 

Tiie great defect of Wilhelmus Keift^s policy was, that 

though no man could be more ready to stand forth in an 

hour of emergency, yet he was ho intent upon guarding 

Ibtf national pocket^ that he suffered the enemy to break 

its bead : in other words, whatever precaution for public 

tafety he adopted, he was so intent upon rendering it 

dMtip, that he invariably rendered it ineffectual. All this 

was a remote consequence of his profound education at 

the Hague; where^ having acquired a smattering of know- 

itAge, he was ever after a great conwer V)»^ xxk&xvii^ «:<vqic> 

iimually dippiog into books, wUboul evet «\>aA\v«% \a^« 

buiiom of any subject j so thai Vie V»A >Jwt v^>am '5& ^ 

n^lfciraiiaMinftniieutiniuiViM v«ncT%u\^^^ Vi ^ 
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of these (Ule-pafre researches he unluckily stumbl 
B fpTBnd political cahaliHie word^ which, wi 
customary fitcility, he immediately incorporated i 

Sreat scheme of government, to the irretrievable inji 
elusion of the honest province of Nieuw Nedeilaod 
the eternal misleading of all experimental rulers. 

In vain liave 1 pored over the Theurgia of thi 
deans, the Cabala of the Jews, the Necromancy 
Arabians, the Magic of the Persians, the Hocus 
of the Englinb, the Witchcraft of the Yankees, or tk 
wowing of the Indians, to discover where the litt 
first laid bis eyes on this terrible word. Neither the 
Jezirah, that famous cabalistic volume, ascribed 
Patriarch Abraham ; nor the pages of the Zoheir, e 
ing tlie mysteries of the cabala, recorded by the I 
Rabbi Simeon Jochaides, yield any light to my inq 
nor am 1 in the least benefited by my painful rew 
hi the l%em.hamphorah of Benjamin the waoderin 
though it enabled Davidus Elm to make a ten dayi 
ney in twenty.four hours. Neither can 1 percel 
slightest afiinity in the Tetragrammaton, or sacred 
of four letters, the profoundest word of the Hebr 
bala : a mystery, sublime, ineffable, and incommun 
and the letters of which, Jod-He-Vau-He, havio^ 
stolen by the Pagans, constituted their gi«at name . 
Jove. In short, in all my cab&listic, theurgic, necroi 
magical, and astrological researches, from the Tet 
of Pythagoras, to the recondite works of Bresla 
Mother Bunch, I have not discovered the least vet 
an origin of this word, nor have I discovered any i 
soiBcient potency to counteract it. 

Not to keep my readers in any suspence, the wcnrd 

had so wonderfully arrested the attention of Willii 

Tciity, and which in German characters had a p 

larly black and ominous aspect, on being fairly tnu 

into the English, is no other than bconohy— « 

manic term, which, by constant use and frequent m 

has ceased to be formidable in our eyes, but which 

terrible potency as any in the arcana of necromancy 

When pronounced in a national assembly, it has 

mediate eiSect in closing the hearts, beclouding the 

iectM, dnwiag the purse siring and buttoning the b 

fO€kHM, of au phikMophic \^\AaXw«. > 'Hw «k^ ^ 
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OB tlie eyes leas wonderful. It produces a contraction of 
the retina, an ol»8carity of the crystalline lens, a viscidity 
of theTitreous, and an inspissatioo of the aqueous bumoursy 
an induration of the tunica sclerotica, and a convexity of 
the cornea; insomuch that the organ of vision loses its 
ttrcngih and perspicuity, and the unfortunate patient be- 
comes fliyopet> or, in plain English, purblind ; perceiving 
only tlieanKMint of immediate expoase, without being able 
to look fiuther, and regard it in connection with the ulti- 
mate object to be effected ; ** so that,** to quote the words 
of the doqoent Burke, ** a briar at his nose is of greater 
magnitude than an oak at five hundred yards distance.** 
SuA are its instantaneous operations, and the results are 
■till more astonishing. By its magic influence seventy- 
fonn slurink into frigates, frigates into sloops, and sloops 
into gnnJxwts. As the defenceless ships of Eneas, at 
the command of the protecting Venus, changed into sea- ' 
nymphs , and protected themselves by diving ; so the 
mighty navy of America, by the cabalistic word of eco- 
nomy, dwindles into small eraft, and shelters itself in a 
mill-pond ! 

Thii all-potent word, which served as his touchstone in 
politics, at once explains the whole system of proclama- 
tiooa, protorti, empty threats, windmills, trumpetera, and 
paper war, carried on by Wilhelmus the Testy ; and we 
may trace its operations in an armament which he fitted 
out in 1(M2, in a moment of great wrath, consisting of two 
•loofM and thirty men, under the command of Mynheer 
Jan Janaeo Alpendam, as admiral of the fleet, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces. This formidable expedition, 
which can only be paralleled by some of the daring cruises 
of ovr infant navy about the bay and up the sound, nas 
intended to drive the Marylauders from the Schuylkill, of 
which they had recently taken possession, and which was 
Haimcd as part of the province of Nieuw Nederlandts; for 
it appear* that at this time our infant colony was in that 
enviable itate so much coveted by ambitious nations ; that 
is to tay, the government had a vast extent of territory, 
part of which it enjoyed, and the greater part of which it 
mm! roDtiimally to quarrel about. 

Admiral Jan Jansen Alpendam was a man of great 
mettle nod praweBtf and no way dismai^ed a\.\V«t^t%.t\«t 
oT the eatmff who were reprcacntcd la % ^fMftSR> ^^wfc^ 
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powder race of men, who liFed on hoe-cakes and bacoa^ 
drank mint-juleps and apple toddy ; and were exceedingly 
expert at boxing, biting, gouging, tar and~ feathering, and 
a variety of other athletic accoinpliRhments, which they had 
borrowed from their cousins-germfin and prototypes the 
Virginians, to whom they have ever borne considerable 
resemblance. Notwithstanding all these alarming repre- 
sentations, the admiral entered the Schuylkill most un- 
dauntedly with his fleet, and arrived without disaster or" 
opposition at the place of destination. 

Here he attacked the enemy in a vigorous speech in loir* 
Dutch, which the wary Kieft had previously put in his 
pockety wherein he courteously commenced by callinjf 
hem a pack of lazy, louting, dram-drinking, cock-fight- 
iig, hoi'se-i*acing, slave-driving, tavern-haunting, sabbath- 
breaking, mulatto-breeding upstarts ; and concluded by 
ordering them to evacuate the country immediately ; to 
which they most laconically replied in plain English, 
** theyM see him d d first.** 

Now this was a reply for which neither Jan Jansen 
Alpeudam, nor Wilhelmus Kieft, had made any calculation} 
and finding himself totally unprepared to answ^ so terri' 
ble a rebuff with suitable hostility, he concluded that his 
wisest course was to return home and report progress. 
He accordingly sailed back to New.Amstei-dam, wh^ be 
was received with great honours, and considered as a 
pattern for all commanders ; having achieved a most 
hazai-dous enterprise, at a trifling expence of treasure, and 
without losing a single man to the state !— He was unani- 
mously called the deliverer of his country (an appellation 
liberally bestowed on all great men) ; his two sloops, 
having done their duty, were laid up (or dry^ocked) in a 
cove now called the Albany Basin, where they quietly 
rotted in the mud ; and, to immortalize his name, they 
erected, by subscription, a magnificent shingle monument 
on the top of Flatten-baiTack* Hill, which lasted three 
whole years, when it fell to pieces, and was burned for 
firewood. 

* A corraption of Varleth't bei^h, or Varleth*8 HUl to called 
. firom one Yarleth, who lived opoa that hill in tha early iavs of the 
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CHAP. V. 

Bcw WiUiam the Tetty enriched the Province hy a 

viMititude ofLawe, and came to be the Patron of Lawyers 

e^nd BumJiailiff9,^-And how the people becameexceedingly 

enUgktened and unhappy under hit Instructions. 

Ahonq the many wrecks and fragpments of exalted 
wisdom which have floated down the stream of time from 
Tenerable antii^ttity^ and hare been carefully picked up by 
those humble but industrious wights, who ply along the - 
diores of literature, we find the following sage ordinance 
of Charbndas, the Locrian legislator : — Anxious to preserve 
the ancient laws of the state from the additions and 
impfovements of profound *< country members,** or officious 
candidates for popularity, he ordained, that whoever 
proposed a new law, should do it with a halter about liis 
neck; so that, in case his proposition was rejected, they 
just hung him up, and there the matter ended. 

Thb salutary institution had such an effect, that foi 
more than twd hundred yeara there was only one trifling 
alteration in the criminal codej and the whole race ot 
lawyers starved to death for want of employment. Th<. 
consequence of this was, that the Locrians being unpro 
tected by an overwhelming load of excellent laws, and 
andefended by a standing army of pettifoggers andsheri£Ps 
officers lived very lovingly together, and were such a 
happ3 (leople, that .they scarce make any figure hroughoui 
the whole Grecian history ; for it is well known that none • 
bat your unlucky, quarrelsome, rantipole nations make - 
Any noise in the world. 

Well wottkl it hare been for William the Testy, had he 
baply, in the course of his ** universal acquirements,** 
stumbled upon this precaution of the good Charondas. On 
the contrary, he conceived- that the true policy of a legislalot 
was to multiply laws, and thus secure the property, the 
persona, and the morak of the people, by surrounding 
them m a manner with men-traps and spring-guns, and 
besetting even the sweet sequestered woWl^ ^1 ^^xvi^na. 
life With qaickaet'-hedgcSf so thai a laaxv c»v\^ v»tt^V 
tarn wiibout the risk of cncoantenn^ wme Qi^ >i5cvvi«» 
oeeiHerom protecton. Thiia ^aa \ie cou\Vao^a^^\>J cowxvo* 
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petty laws for every petty offence that occurred, untfl li 
time they became too numerous to be remembered, and 
remained, like those of certain modern lej^islators, mere 
dead lettera, revived occasionally for the purpose of 
individual oppression, or to entrap ignprant offenders. 

Petty courts consequently began to appear, where the 
law was administered with nearly as much witidom and 
impai'tiatity as in those august tribunals, the aldermen*8 
and justices* courts of the present day. The pliMUtiff was 

generally favoured, as being a customer, and bringinj( 
usiness to the shop; the offences of the rich were 
discreetly winked at, for fear of hurting the feelings of their 
friends ; but it could never be laid to the charge of tbe 
vigilant burgomasters, that they suffered vice to icolk 
unpunished under the disgraceful rags of poverty. 

About this time may we date the first introduction of 
capital punishments : a goodly gallows t>eing erected on 
the waterside about whera Whitehall stairs are at present, 
a little to the east of the battery. Hard by also was erected 
another gibbet, of a very strange, uncouth, and unmatch- 
able description, hut on which the ingenious William Kieft 
valued himself not a little, being a punishment entirely of 
his own invention.* 

It was for loftiness of altitude not a whit inferior to that 
of Haman, so renowned in Bible history ; but the marvel 
of the contrivance was, that the culprit, instead of being 
suspended by the neck, according to venerable custom, was 
hoisted by the waistband, and was kept for an hour 
together, dangling and sprawling between heaven and 
earth, to the infinite entertainment, and doubtless great 
edification of the multitude of respectable citizens, who 
usually attend upon exhibitions of the kind. 

It is incredible how the little governor chuckled at 
beholding caitiff vagrants and sturdy beggars thus swinging 
by tbe crupper, and cutting antic gambols in the air. He 
had a thousand pleasantries, and mirthful conceits, to utter 
upon these occasions. He called them his dandlc-lion^* 
his wild-fowl—- his high fliers— 4iis spread eagles— 'his 
goshawks— his scarecrows— 'and finall jr, his gaOowt-birdtf 
which ingenious appellation, though originally confined to 
worthies who had taken the air in this strange noamier, has 

* Both the gibbets may be ««e\\'vu V\it«^«\&>Dk.«V l^u&saa Dsaker, 
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»iiice pnuwn to be a cant-name given to all candidates for 
legal elevation. This punishment, moreover, if we may 
credit the assertions of certain grave etymologists, gave 
the first bint for a kind of liarnessing, or attapping, by 
which our forefathers braced up their multifarious breerheti, 
and which has of late years been revived, and contiuues to 
be worn at the present day. 

Such were the admirable improvements of William Kieft 
in criminal law ; nor was his civil code less a matter of 
wonderment : and much does it grieve me tliat the limits 
of my work will not suffer me to expatiate on both with 
the prolixity they deserve. Let it suffice then to nay, that 
In a little while the blessings of innumerable laws became 
notoriously apparent. It was soon found necessary to have 
a certain class of men to expound and confound them i 
divers pettifoggers accordingly made their appearance^ 
under whose protecting care the community wa» sooaset 
together by the ears. 

1 wouki not here be thought to insinuate any thing^ 
derogatory to the profession of the law, or to its dignified 
meniDcrs. Well am I aware that we have in this ancient 
city innumerable worthy gentlemen, who have embraced 
that honourable order, not for the sordid love of filthy 
lucre, nor the selfish cravings of renown, but through n» 
other motives than a fervent zeal for the correct aclmiuis* 
tratioB of justice, and a generous and disinterested devo* 
lion to the interests of their fellow citizens !— ^oner would 
1 throw this trusty pen into the flames, and cork up my 
ink-bottle for ever, than infringe, even for a nailVbroidth, 
upon the dignity of this truly benevolent class uf citizens i 
oa the contrary, I allude solely to that crew of raititt 
scouts, who in these latter days of evil, have become so 
numerous ' 'who infest tlie Kkirts of the profession, as did 
the recreant Cornish knights the honourable order of 
chivalry— who, under its auspices, commit their depre- 
dations on society— who thrive by quibbles, quirks, and 
chicanery ; and, like vermin, swarm most where there is 
MOst corruption. 

Nothing so toon awakens the malevolent passions as 
the ftu:ility of gratification. The coui-ts of law would 
■ever be so constantly crowded with petty, vexatious, aud 
disfraeeful suits, were it not for the iievda ^^ v^\N\^v^i|,V>\^ 
hmytn thfl iaUu Ihem. These iami^t 'ii\V>Bk >&bft ^^vH^vyos 
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of the lower and more ignorant classes; who, as it 
poverty were not a sufficient misery in itself, are always 
ready to heighten it, by the bitterness of litigation. Tliey 
are in law what quacks are in medicine— exciting the 
malady for the purpose of profiting by tbe core; and 
retarding the cura for tbe purpose of augmenting the fees- 
Where one destroys the constitution, the other impoverishes 
the purse ; and it may likewise be observed, that a patient, 
who has once been under the hands of a quack, is ever 
after dabbling in drugs, and poisoning himself with infal- 
lible remedies; and an ignorant man, who has once 
meddled with the law, under the auspices of one of these 
empirics, is for ever after embroiling himself with his 
neighbours, and impoverishing himself with successful 
law-suits. My readers will excuse this digression, into 
which I have been unwarilv betrayed ; but I could not 
avoid giving a cool, unprcr)i.diced account of an abomi- 
nation too prevalent in this excellent city, and with the 
elTecls of which I am unluckily acquainted to my cost 5 
having been nearly ruined by a lawsuit, which was unjustly 
decided against me, and my ruin having been completed 
by another, which was decided in my favour. 

It has been remarked by the observant writer of tbe 
Stuyvesant manuscript, that under the administration of 
Wilhelinus Kieft, the disposition of the inhabitants of 
New-Amsterdam experienced an essential change, so that 
they became very medUlesume and factious. The con- 
stant exacerbations of temper into which the little governor 
was thrown, by the maiaudiugs on his frontiers, and 
unfortunate propensity to experiment and mnovation, 
occasioned him to keep his council in a continual worry— 
and the council being to the people at large, what yeast or 
leaven is to a batch, they threw the whoJe community 
into a ferment — and the people at large being to the city 
what the mind is to the body, the unhappy commotions 
they underwent operated most disastrously upon New- 
Amsterdam — insomuch that, in ceitainof their paroxj^tms 
of consternation and perplexity, they begat several of the 
most crooked, dissorted, and abominable streets, lanesy and 
alleys, with which this metropolis is disfigured. 

But the worst of the matter was, that just about thb 

time, the mob, since called the soveixign people, like 

Buiuam^B obSf began to jprow muv« <tuVm^«\\»\. \SBKBk.-Ma 
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ntlery and exhibited a strange desire of ^ireniing^ itself.' 
This was anolher effect of the ** universal acquirements^ of 
William the Testy. In some of bis pestilent researches 
amon(( the rubbish of antiquity, be was struck with 
admiration at the institution of public tables among the 
Lacedemonians, where they discussed topics of a general 
and interesting nature — at the schools of the philosophers, 
where they engaged in profound disputes upon politics 
and morals— where grey-beards were taught the rudiments 
of wisdom, and youths learned to become little men, 
before they were boys *< There is nothing,** said the 
ingenious Kieft, shutting up the book— *< there is nothing 
more essential to the well-management of a country, than 
education among the people ; the basis of a good govern- 
ment should be laid in the public mind.** Now this was 
true enough ; but it was ever the wayward fate of William 
the Testy, that when he thought right, he was sure to go 
to work wrong, lu the present instance, he could scarcely 
eat or sleep, until he had i^et on foot brawling debating 
societies, among the simple citizens of New Amsterdam. 
This was the one thing wanting to complete liis confusion. 
The honest Dutch burghers, though in truth but little 
given to argument or wordy altercation, yet by dint of 
meeting often together, fuddling themttelves with strong 
drink, beclouding their brains with tubacco smoke, and 
listening to the harangues of some half a dozen oracles, 
soon l>ecame exceedingly wise, and, as is always the case 
where the mob is politically enlightened, exceedingly 
dlscuntented. They found out, with wonderful quickness 
of discernment, the feai'ful error in which they had in- 
dulged, in fancying themselves the happiest people in 
creation ; and were fortunately convinced that, all cir- 
cumstances to the contrary notwithstanding, they were a 
▼cry uuhappy, deluded, and consequently ruined people ! 

In a short tinse the quidnuncs of New- Amsterdam 
formed themselves into sage juntos of political croakerii, 
who daily met together to groan over political affairs, and 
make themselves miserable j thronging to these unhappy 
assemblages with the same eagerness, that zealots have iu 
all ages abandoned the milder and more peaceful paths of 
relipoo, to crowd to the howling convocations of fanaticism. 
We are naturally prone to discontent, and avaricious aCtec 
imagiaary causes of lamentfttioQ '.--ViVt VI^AMxV) vi^vs«&kx 
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we belabour our own sbouUlera, and seem to take 
satisfaction in the music of our own groans. Nor 
said for the sake of paradox \ daily experience sbg 
truth of these observations. It is next to a farce i 
consotatiouy or to think of elevating the spirits of 
groaning under ideal calamities ; but nothing is moi 
than to render him wretched, though on the pinn 
felicity ; as it is an Herculean task to hoist a man 
top of a steeple, though the merest child can topi 
off thence. 

In the sage assemblages I have noticed, the 
sophic reader will at once perceive the faint germs c 
sapient convocations called popular meetings, pn 
in our day. Thither resort all those idlera and ** 
of low degree,^ who, like rags, hang loose upon tl 
of society, and are ready to be blown away by ever 
of doctrine. Cobblei*& abandoned their stalls, and hi 
Ihither to give lessons on political economy^ 
miths left their handicraft and suffered their own 1 
|> out, while they blew the bellows and stirred up ' 
of faction ; and even tailors, though but the sbn 
patches, the ninth parts of humanity, neglected tin 
measures, to attend to the measures of govci 
Nothing was wanting but half a dozen newspapc 
patriotic editors, to have completed this public ill 
tion, and to have thrown the whole province in an v 

I should not forsret to mention that these populai 
ing"* were always held at a noted tavern; for hoi 
that description have always been found the most co 
nurseries of politics ; abounding with those genial i 
which give strangth and sustenance to faction. 1 
told that the ancient Germans had an admirable n 
treating any question of importance ; they first deli 
upon it when drunk) and afterwards reconsidered 
sober. The shrewder mobs of America, who dislike 
two minds upon a subject, both determine and act i 
drunk ; by which means a world of cold and 
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CHAP. VI. 

of the great Pipe Phi— and of the dolorous perplexitiee 

into which William the Testy was thrown, by reason of 

ki* having enlightened the Multitude, 

WiLHBLMUs KiEFT, as bas already been made mam- 
fnt, was a ^reat legislator upoo a small scale. He was 
of ao active or rather a busy mind ; that is to say^ his was ■ 
one of those small, hut brisk minds, that make up *^it 
bustle and constant motion, for the want of great scop < 
and power. He had, when quite a youngling, been im- 
pressed with the advice of Solomon, ** Go to the ant, thon 
sluggard, consider her ways and be wise :** in conformity 
to which, he had ever been of a restless, ant-like turn, 
worrying hither and thither, busying himself about little 
matters, with an air of greaft importance and anxiety — 
laying ap wisdom by the morfel, and often toiling and 
puffing at a grain of mustard reed, under the full con- 
viction that he was moving a mountain. 

Thus we are told, that once upon a time, in one of his 
fits of mental bustle, which he termed deliberation, he 
framed an unlucky law, to prohit the universal practice of 
smoking. This be proved, by mathematical demonstra^ 
tiooy to bejiot merely a heavy tax on the public pocket, 
but an incredible consumer of time, a hideous eiicourager 
of idleness, and, of course, a deadly t>ane to the pros- 
perity and morals of the people. Ill fated Kieft ! Dsul he 
lived in this enlightened and libeUloviug sge, and at- 
tempted to subvert the inestimable liberty of the press, he 
ooakl not have struck more closely on the sensibilities of 
the millioo 

The populace were in as violent a tumult as the consti* 
tutional gravity of their deportment would permit : a mob 
of factions citizens had even the hardihood to sssembfe 
before, the fovernor*s house, where, setting themselves 
resolutely down, like a besieging army before a fortress, 
they one and all fell to smokiug with a determined pei se- 
verance, that seemed as thoufrh it were their intention to 
smoke him into terms. The Testy WtlUam i««\icd t»xv vk< 
bis msfisMNi Ifke-uutoa wrathCuV »^\dev, axvdk ^•ctsAxv^iA v^ 
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know the cause of tbb Beditioas assemUag^e, and tlui lav- 
lets fumigatioo ; to which these sturdy rioters made no 
other reply, than to loll back most phlegmatically in their 
teats and puff away with redoubled fury ; wheneby they 
raised such a murky cloud, that the gOTemor was fain to 
take refuge in the interior of his castle. 

The guTernor immediately perceived the object of this 
unusual tumult, and that it would be impossible to sup- 
press a practice which, by long indulgence, bad become a 
second nature. And here I would observe, partly to ex- 
plain why 1 have so often made mention of this practice ia 
ny history, that it was inseparably connected with all the 
affairs, both public and private, of our revered ancestors. 
The pipe, in fact, was never from the mouth of the true- 
bom Nederlander. ^ff. was his companion in solitude, the 
relaxation of his gayer hours— his counsellor, his con- 
soler, his joy, his pride ; in a word, he seemed to think 
and breathe through his pipe. 

When William the Testy bethought himself of all these 
matters, which he certainly did, although a little too late, 
be came to a compromise with tlie beseigiug multitude. 
The result was, that though he continut^ to permit the 
custom of smoking, yet did he abolish tlie fair long pipes, 
which were used in the days of Wonter Van Twiller, de- 
noting ease, tranquilitty, aiid sobriety of deportment ; and 
in place thereof did introduce little captious short pipes, 
two inches in length ; which, he observed, couhl be stuck 
ia one comer of the mouth, or twisted in the hat- band, and 
would not be in tlie way of business. By this the multi- 
tude seemed somewhat appeased, and dispersed to their 
habitations. Thus ended this alarming insurrection, 
which was long known by the name of the pipe ptoi^ and 
which, it has been somewhat quaintly observed, did end, 
like roost other plots, seditions, and conspiracies, in mcra 
imoke. 

But mark, oh reader! the deplorable ronsequcncei 
that did aftcrwaixls result. Thesmoke of these vUlainiofis 
little pipes, continually ascending in a cloud abpvt the 
uose, penetrated into and befogged the cerebellui% dried 
ap air the kindly moisture of the brain, ami rendered the 
jieople that used them as vapourish and testy m thdr 
reoQwaed little govcrnor-HMiy) what is more^ firom % good 
hurly nice of folk, they Viecuat) Vikit Q^t ^a^it^ l^itth 
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fermeny who smoke short pipes, a lantern-jawed, smoked- 
dried, leathern-hided race of men. 

Nor was this all, for from thence may we date the rise 
of parties in this province. Certain of the more wealthy 
and important burghers adhering to the ancient fi»hion 
formed a kind of aristocracy, which went by the appella 
tion of the Long Pipes, while the lower orders submitting 
to the innovation, which they found to be more convenient 
iu their handicraft employments, and to leave them more 
liberty of action, were branded with the plebeian name of 
Short Pipes. A third party likewise sprang up, differing 
from both the others, headed by the descendants of the 
famous Robert Chewit, the companion of the great Hudson. 
l*hese entirely discarded the use of pipes, and took to 
chewing tobacco,. and hence they were called Q^ids, It is 
w«»rthy of notice, that this appellation has since come to 
l>e invariably applied to those mongrel or third parties, 
that will sometimes spring up between two great cootend- 
ing parties, as a mule is prtxiuced between a horse and 
an ass. 

And here I would remark the great benefit of thes« 
party distinctions, by which the people at large are saved 
the vast trouble of thinking. Hesiod divides mankind into 
three classes, those who think for themselves, those who 
let others think for them, and those who will neither do 
one DOT the other. The second class, however, comj> 
prises the great mass of society, and hence is the origin of 
pttrtpf by which is meant a large body of people, some 
few of whom think, and all the* rest talk. The former, 
who are called the leaders, marshal out and discipline the 
latter, teaching them what they must approve— what they 
must boot at— what they must say— 'whom they mnst 
support ; bat, above all, whom they must hate ; for no 
nan can be a right good partisan, unless he be a deter- 
mined and thorough-going hater. 

But when the sovereign people are thus properly broken 
to the harness, yoked, curbed, and reined, it is delectable 
to see with what docility and harmony they jog onward, 
through rond and mire, at the will of their drivers, drag- 
ging the dirt4»rts of faction at their heels. How many a 
patriotic members of congress have I seen, who would 
never have known bow to make up his mind on any ques. 
licNb smI night have run a great risk of voticu^ tv^t. Uh 



154 BltTORT OP 

mere acrideaty hid be not had otben to tfifaik for bin, aod 
a file leader to vote after. 

Thus then the enlightened inhabitants of the Manhattocii 
being divided into parties, were enabled to organixe ditsen- 
■lon, and to oppose and Imte one another more accurately. 
And now the great business of polities went bravely on ; 
the parties assembling in separate beer-housesy and 
»moking at each other with implacable animosity, to the 
great support of the state, and emolument of the tavern 
keepers. Some, indeed, who were more zealous than the 
rest, went further, and began to bespatter one another 
with numerous very hard names and scandalous little 
%rords, to be found in the Dutch language ; every partisan 
believing religiously that he was serving his country, 
when be traduced the character, or impoverished the 
pocket of a political adversary. But, however they might 
differ between themselves, all parties agreed on one points 
to caval at and condemn every measure of government 
whether right or wrong ; for as the governor was by his 
station independent of their power, aud was not elected by 
their choice, and as he had not decided in favour of either 
faction, neither of them was interested in his success, 
nor in the prosperity of the country while under his 
administration. 

« Unhappy William Kieft '.** exclaims the sage writer of 
the Stuyvesant manuscript, ** doomed to contend with 
enemies too knowing to be entrapped, and to reign over 
a people too wise to be governed !" All his exfi^itions 
against his enemies were baffled and set at nought, and all 
his measures for the public safety were cavilled at by 
the people. Did he propose levying an efficient body of 
troops for internal defence-^he mob, that is to say, those 
vagabond members of the community who have nothing to 
lose, immediately took the alarm, vociferated that their 
interests were in danger ; that a standing army was a 
legion of moths, preying on the pockets of society ; a rod 
of iron in the hands of government ; and that a govern- 
ment with a military force at its command would inevitably 
swell into a despotism. Did he, as was but too commonly 
the case, deftr preparation until the moment of emergfacy^ 
and then hastily collect a handful of undisciplined vagranta 
—the measure was hooted at, as feeble and inadequate ; at 
irUGag with the public diga\lt]f and safety \ and aa lavMi 
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mUic fandi oo impotent enterprues. Did be 
Ike economic measure of proclamation — he was 
t by tbe Yankees. Did lie back it by noo-inter- 
t was evaded and counteracted by his own 
Wbicbever way be turned himself he was 
d and disti-acted by petitions of ** numerous and 
b meetings,** consbting of some half a dozen 
poC-bouse politicians ; all of which be read, aud, 
one, all of which he attended to. The conse- 
Mf that by incessantly changing his measures, be 
e of them a fair trial ; and by listening to tbe 
nf the mob, and endeavouring to do every thin|^ 
cr truth, did nothing. 

I not have it supposed, however, that he took all 
•orials and inteiferences good-naturedly, for such 
onld do an injustice to his valiant spirit ; on the 
W never received a piece of advice in the whole 
hk life, without first getting into a passion with > 
But 1 have ever ob^rved thar your passionate 
9 like small boats with large sails, are the easiest 
Mown out of their course ; and this is demon* 
' Governor Kieft, who, though in temperament as 
I old radish, and with a mind, the territory of 
I subjected to perpetual whirlwinds and tornadoes, 
&iled to be carried away by tbe last piece of 
il was blown into his ear. Lucky was it for him 
ower was nut dependent on the greasy multitude^ 
m yet the populace did not possess the important 
of nominating their chief magistrate. They^ 
like a true mob, did their best to help along 
birs; pestering their governor incessantly by 
ifan on with harangues and petitions } and then 
his fiery spirit with repitMiches and memorials, 
C of SttiMlay-jockies, managing an unlucky devil 
^orse : so tUit Wilhelmus Kieft may be said to 
I kept either on a worry or a hand-gallop 
it tbe whole of bb adminstration. 
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Coniaining divers fearful accounts ^ Border Warsy anfi 
the flagrant outrages of the Moss Troopers of Connecti- 
cut ; with the rise of the great Amphyctionic Council of 
the Ecutf and the decline of fViUiam the Testy. 

It was asserted by the wise men of ancient times, who 
were intimately acquainted with these matters, that at the 
gate of Jupiter^s palace lay two huge tuns, the one filled 
with blessings, the other with misfortunes ; and it verily 
seems as if the latter had been completely overturned, and 
left to deluge the unlucky province of Nieuw Nederluidts. 
Among the many internal and external causes of irritation, 
the inc^sant irruptions of the Yankees upon his frontieiv 
were continually adding fuel to the imflammable temper > 
of William the Testy. Nunserous accounts of tb^ae^ 
molestations may still be found among the records of the 
times 'y for the commanders on the frontiers were especially 
careful to evince their vigilance and zeal, by striving who 
should send home the most frequent and voluminous 
budgets of complaints, as your faithful servant is eternally 
running with complaints to the parlour, of all the petty 
squabbjes and misdemeanours of the kitcheUi . All these 
valiant tale bearings were listened to with great wrath by 
the passionate Kieft and his subjects, who were to. the full 
as eager to hear, and credulous to believe, these frontier 
fables, as are my fellow citizens to swallow those amusing 
stories with which our papers are daily filled, about British 
aggressions at sea, French sequestrations on shore, Spanish 
inffingements in the promised land of Louiiiana, and, 
above all, internal plots and conspiracies. 

We are told by the good Plutarch, in his life of Nicias, 
that the terrible defeat of the Athenians in Sicily was first ■ 
mentioned in the shop of a gossiping barber at the Piraeus. 
Whereupon, with the customary officiousness of his tribe,, 
he ran up into Athens to have the first telling of the story, 
and threw the whole forum into consternation. Not being 
able, however, to substantiate his tale, the unlucky shaver 
was put upon the wheel and whirled about, as a reward 
fur bis trouble, until he was exculpated by the arrival of 
oiUer evidence. 
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Such wai the mtnner in which busy alarmists and 
maoufacturen of fearful news were treated in Athens, 
whereat in our more enlightened country we support whole 
bcrda of editors for no other purpose than to gratify a 
public appetite for direful news, and any man who can 
fuiat vp a full toonding, hobgoblin 8toi7 of a plot or 
coospiracyy may command his own price for it. I have 
kDoim two or three of these tales of terror to be bought 
«p by government, for the sovereign people to amuse 
themselves withal ; which goes further to prove, what I 
liBve befofc asserted, that yonr enlightened people love to 
be miserable. 

Far be it from me to insinuate, however, that our worthy 
ancestors indalged in groundless alarms ; on the contrary, 
they were daily suflTenng a repetition of cruel wrongs, * 
■ot one of which bat was a snmcient reason, according to 
the maxims of national dignity and honour, for throwing 
the whole vniverse into hostility and confusion. 

<% ye powers ! into what indignation did every one of 
these outrages throw the philosophic William ! Letler 
after letter, protest after protest, proclamation after pro* 
clamatiou, bad latin, worse English, and hideous low 
Dutch, were exhausted in vain upon the inexhorable Yan- 
kees; and the four and twenty letters of the alphabet, 
which, excepting his companion the sturdy trumpeter Van 
Corlear, composed the only standing army he had at his 

* Proai ssMmr a mnltitude of bitter grieYsncet still on record, I 
■tWct a few of the most atrocioos, and ie»ve my readers to judge, if 
our anccaton were not justifiable in getting into a very violent 
paaeion oo tbe occasion. 

94 June, 1641. Some of Hartford have taken a hogg onl of the 
vlact, or coauBOO, and shut it up out of mere hate or other prejudice, 
causisg it to stanre for hanger in the stye. 

96 Joly. The forementioned English did again drive the Com- 
paaie'a hogga out of the vlact of ^icoj«,ke into Hartford ; conteiuliug 
daily with reproaches, blows, beating the people with all disgrnce 
that thsy couJki imagine. 

May 90, 1619. ^le En^ish of Hartford have violently cut loow 
a korss of tlw boaoored Companie's, that stood boun upon the com- 
■oaor vhct. 

May 9, 1643. The Compasie*s horses pastured upon the Com. 

Caie'sgroond were driven away by them of Connecticut and Hurt* 
rd, sad the berdaoien Instily beaten with hatchets and sticks. 
16. Agaia tliey sold a young hogg belonpng to the Coupaiiie, . 
which aiss had postared on the Companie's land. 
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f^iinmand, were pever oflT duty throagfaout the whole of 
his administration. Nor did Anthony, the trumpeter, 
remain a whit behind his patron the gallant Kiefit, in hi» 
fiery zeal *, but like a faithful champion and preserver of 
the public safety, on the arrival of every fresh article of 
news, he was sure to sound hb trumpet from the ramparts, 
with most disastrous notes, throwing the people into 
violent alarms, and distuihing their rest at all times and 
seasons ; which caused him to be held in very great regard, 
the public pampering and rewarding him, as we do brawU 
iug editors, for reasons that have just been mentioned. 

I am well aware of the perils that environ me in this 
part of my history. While raking with curious hands tHit 
pious heart among the mouldering remains of former days, 
anxious to draw therefram the honey of wisdom, I may 
fare somewhat like that valiant worthy Samson who, in 
meddling with the carcass of a dead lion, drew a swarm 
of bees about his eai-s. Thus while naixating the many 
misdeeds of the Yanokie, or Yankee tribe, it is ten chances 
to one but I offeud the morbid sensibilities of certain of 
their unreasonable descendants, who may fly out and raise 
such a buzzing about this unlucky head of mine, that I 
•hall need the tough hide of an Achilles or an Orlando 
Furiuso, to protect me from their stings. 

Should such be the case, 1 should deeply and sincerely 
lament — not my misfortune in giving offence, but the 
wrong-headed perverseness of an ill-natured generation, 
in taking offence at any thing 1 say. That their ancestor^ 
did use my ancestors ill it is true, and I am very sorry for 
it. I would with all my heart the fact were otherwise ; 
but as 1 am recording the sacred events of histi>ry, l*d 
not bate one naiPs braadth of the honest truth, though I 
were sure the whole edition of my work should be bought 
up and burned by the common hangman of Connecticut. 
And, in sooth, now that these testy gentlemen have drawn 
me out, 1 will make bold to go further, and observe, that 
this is one of the grand purposes for which we impartial 
historians are sent into the world..~to redress wrongs and 
render justice on the head of the guilty. So that though 
a powerful nation may wrong its neighbours with tempo- 
rary impunity, yet sooner or later an historian springs upy 
who wreaks ample chastisement on it in return. 
TbuM these mow-troopers of thft east Uttle thougfati ^ 



■t It, while Itw; were harn 
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uJ %ivc them Ibeir niin, with intcrol, Since llicii I hoi 
bal pcriaraung my buunden duly u>n hiiluruii, inmrci^ 
lug tbe wrcngi of onr revered siiceiinn, I iball nubr uo 
further Kpulugy ; ■ud indeed, when il ii cunstdered lint 1 
bre all tbeie ancient burden of tlw c»l in my puwer, 
tnd at tbe inercy of my pen, I (mat that il will be admilled 
I cundnct myielf with great humanity and mudtration, 

Tu reHime then tbe cuurte of my hialory. — Appear. 
mcei lo tbe eaitward licgao now to arauiue a mure fuiL. 
midable wpect than ever ; for 1 wuuld Iiaie you note Ibal 
hitherto tbe iirorlnce liad been chiefly mulesled by il9 i\M- 
mediate neighbour*, the people of Cunnecticut, pBit'ii-H- 
IbHj of Hartford ; which, if we may judge frum aueient 
chruntdea, wu tiie itrong buid of Iheae sturdy rowa. 
tmupen, from whence they aalJiHl furlh on their daring 
incuniHini, carrying terror and devailatiuu iutu the bani^ 
Ibe hcfbruoal*, and pigiiira of our rerered anccton. 

Albeil about the year 1643 the people uf the east coun. 
try, inliabitiDg; tlie culuniei of Mauarhuiela, Cuniiedicut, 
Mew Pymoutb, and New Haven, fathered together inln 
■ alfbly cuncbve, and after hiiizing and debating for 
many dayi, Illtc ■ political hive of been iu Bwarmiiig time, 
U ki^lb icttled tbemtelveii into ■ forniiJable runfedem- 
liun, smler Ibe title of tbe United Coluoiei of New Kiig. 
kud. By thi* uhiod Ihey pledted themielva to aland by 
•ue anither in all perili aud aMaulta, and to cu-opeiate in 
all meaanrct, uffeisiTe aud defeuaive, affinal Ihe sunuund- 
iag laragei, among which were duubllewly included our 
kiiioured aoceilun of Uie Manhstlue* ; aud, tu give more 
Ureiwtli and aynlem to thia confederal iou, a geoeral m- 
Kmbty or grand council wai tu be auoually heid, conk 
puaed of rcpmeatalivea from each uf the proviucea. 

(Hi receitiog aocuunta of thii puixaanl combination. Dm 
■ery Wilbebnua waa atrucli wilb vaat cunilenulioii, aod 
lot (be firal lune m hia whole life forgot to bounce, at 
hearias au unwelcuiBe piece of iutelligcuce ; which, a 
ndcrabk Uflorian of the lime* ob^ervea, waa especially 
DulieedaaODgibeaagepoliticiaiuolNcirAmHierdani. The 
■rath waa, oai taming om in bw miud all llwt he bad n»d 
af rite Hmg-^ tboal Ickf act uA cimti^v"^^*^™^^ Ww<>. 
Pt 
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that this was an exact iniitatioo of the famous Amphicti- 
onic council, by which the states of Greece were enable<) 
to attain such power and lupremacy ; and the very idea 
made his heart to quake for the safety of his empire at the 
Manhattoes. 

He strenuously insisledy that the whole object of this 
confaleration was to drive the Nederlanders out of their 
fair domains ; and always flew into a great rage if any one 
presumed to doubt the probability of his coi^ecture. Nor 
was he wholly unwarranted in such a suspicion ; for at the 
very first annual meeting of the grand council, held at 
Boston (which governor Kieft denominated the Delphos 
of this truly classic league), strong representations were 
made against the N^erlanders, for as much as that in 
their dealing with the Indians they carried on a traffic in 
*< guns, powther, and shott— a trade damnable and inju- 
rious to the colonists.*** Not but what cei*tain of the 
Connecticut traders did likewise dabble a little in this 
*' damnable traffic,**— but then they always sold the In- 
dians such scurvy guns that they burst at the first dis- 
charge—and consequently hurt no one but these pagan 
savages. 

The rise of this potent confederacy was a death blow to 
the glory of William the Testy, for from that day forward. 
It was remarked by many, he never held up his head, but 
appeared qu'.*'* crest-fallen. His subsequent reig^ there- 
fore, affords but s^^anty food for the historic pen-— we find 
the grand council continually augmenting in power, and 
threatening to overwhelm the mighty but defenceless pro- 
vince of Nieuw Nederlandts ; while Wilhelmus Kieft kept 
constantly firing off his proclamations and protests like a 
shrewd sea captain firing off so many carrronades and 
swivels, in order to break and disperse a water-spout— 
but, alas ! they had no more effect than if they had been 
so many blank cartridges. 

The last document on record of this learned, philoso- 
phic, but unfortunate little man, is a long letter to the 
council of the Amphyctions ; wherein, in the bitterness of 
his heart, he raib at the people of New Haven, or Red 
Hills, for their uucourteous contempt of hu protest levd- 
led at them for squattmg within the proTiDce of their high 
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mk^bl&nemfB, From this letter, which n a model of epis- 
tolvy writmi^, abomkling with pithy apophthegms atid 
dMsic figures, my limits wilt barely allow me to extract 
Ae folkming recondite passage * : — << Certainly when we 
heare the lobabitauts of New Hartford complayninge of 
IB, we seem to heare £sop*s wolfe com play oiuge of the 
hmh, or the admonition of the yoange man, who crycd out 
to his mother, chideing with her neighboores, * Oh, Mother, 
rerile her, lest she first take op that practice against you.* 
Bat being taught by precedent passages, we received such 
an answer to our protest from the inhabitants of New 
Haven as we expected : the Eazle always despUetk the 
BmiU-fy ; yet ootwithstandinr we doe undauntedly con- 
thiiie on our purpose of pursumg our own right, by just 
arms and righteous means, and doe hope without scruple 
to execute the express commands of our superiora.** To 
show that this last sentence was not a mere empty 
m e na ce, he concluded his letter by intrepidly protesting 
against the whole council, as a horde of squatters and 
iateriopers ; inasmuch as they held their meetiiie at New- 
Haven, or the Red Hills, which he claimed as being 
within the Province of the New Netherlands. 

Thus end the authenticated chronicles of the reign of 
Wtlliaro tl^ Testy *, for henceforth, in the troubles, the 

Crplextties, and the confusion of the times, he seems to 
TC betn totally overlooked, and to have slipped for ever 
through the fingers of scrupulous histoi^. Indeed, for 
tome cause or other which 1 cannot divine, there appears 
to have been a combination among historians to sink his 
very name into oblivion ; in consequence of which they 
have one and all forborne even to speak of his exploits. 
This riiows how important it is for great men to cultivate 
the favour of the learned, if they are ambitious of honour 
and renown. ** Insult not the dervise,** said a wise Caliph 
to his son, ** lest thou offend thine historian i" and many 
a mighty noan of the olden time, had he observed so obvi- 
ous a maxim, might have escaped divei-s cruel wipes of the 
pen which have been drawn across his chai-actcr. 

It has been a matter of deep concern to me, that such 
darkness and obscurity should hang over the latter days 
of the illustrious Kieft ; for he was a mighty and great 
little man, worthy of being utterly rcfkowuKd)W^\\\^>N.>aXVft. 
was tlie 6nt |iolentale that iuUoducc^ Ve^o >^aLvk N»3o^ ^^^ 
•ViUe Um. CoL Hv^Ve V^yexv 
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art of 6gbtiDg^ by proclamatioii) and defiaiding a oonntry 
by trumpeters and windmills j an economic and humane 
mode of warfare, since revived with great applause, and 
which promises, if it can ever be carried into full effect, 
to save great trouble and ti-easure, and spare infinitely 
more bloodshed than either the discovery of gunpowder or 
the invention of torpedoes. 

It is true that certain of the early provincial poets, of 
>vhom there were great numbers in tbeNieuw Nederlandts, 
taking the advantage of the mysterious exit of William the 
Testy, have fabled that, like Romulus, be was translated 
to the skies, and forms a very fiery little star, somewhere 
On the left claw of the Crab ; while others equally fanciful 
declared that he had experienced a fate similar to that of 
the good King Arthur ; who, we are assured by ancient 
bards, was carried away to the delicious ^ abodes of iairy 
land, where he still exists, in pristine worth and. vigour, 
and will one day or another return to rascue poor old 
England from the hands of paltry, flippant, pettifogging 
cabinets, and restore thr gallantry, the honour, and the 
immaculate probity which prevailed in the glorious days 
of the Round Table.* 

All these, however, are but pleasing fantasies, the cobweb 
vbions of those dreaming varlets, the poets, to which 1 
would not have my judicious reader attach any credibi- 
lity. Neither am I disposed to yield any credit to the 
assertion of an ancient and rather apocryphal hbtorian, 
who alleges that the ingenious Wilhelmus was annihilated 
by the blowing down of one of his windmills ; nor to that 
of a writer of later times, who affirms that he fell a victim 
to a philosophical experiment, which he had for many 
years been vainly striving to accomplish ; having the mts- 
fbrtune to break his neck from the garret window of the 
Stadthouse, in an ineffectual attempt to catch swallows, by 
sprinkling fr^sh salt tfpon their tails. 

• The old Welsh bardii believed that King Arthur was not dead, 
hat carried ava'ie by the faries to some pleasant place, wheie he shold 
remaine for a time, and then retarne againe and reigne in as great 
auttioritv as ever. — Hollingahed. 

The Britons suppose that he shall come yet and conqnere all Bri- 

taiffiie, for certes this is the prophicye ofMerlyn. He 8ay*d that his 

deth shall be doubteous ; and said totli, for men thereof yet have 

double and sbulien for ever mote-^for men wyt not whether that tot 

Jyvelh m is Ucde. — De 1 eew Chvon, 
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The most ]proM>le accouoty and to which I am iuclined 
to five my implicit fiith, is contained in a very obscure 
tnditkni, which declares, that what with the constent 
tnmbles on bis irontierB, the incessant scheminpi and pro- 
jects going on in his own pericranium— the memoriaby 
petitionsy remonstraocesy and sage pieces of advice from 
divers respectable meetings of the sovereign people, toge- 
ther with the refractory disposition of his council, who 
were sore to differ from him on every pointy and uniformly 
to be in the wrong : all these, I say, did eternally operate 
to keep his mind in a kind of furnace heat, until he at 
length became as completely burnt out as a Dutch family 
pipe which has passed through three generations of bard 
smokers. In this manner did the choleric but magnaoi- 
moos William the Testy undergo a kind of animal com- 
bostion, consuming away like a iarthing rush-light j so that 
when grim death finally snuffed him out, there was scarce 
left cDOOgh of him to bury ! 
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BOOK FIFTH. 
<;oirffAtiif NG Tfie first part of thb rrign or prtee 

CTf5TTE8ANT, AMD HIS TROUBLES WITH THE AMPHYG* 

TIOHIC COUNCIL. 
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in which the Death of a great Man is Aewn to be no vetf 
ineontolable matter ef Sorrow ; and how Peter Stupvetant 
acquired a great Name from the tmcommon Strength vf 

He Head. 

To a profound philosopher, like myself, who un apt to 
see clear through a subject, where the penetration of ordi- 
nary people extends but half way, there is no fact more 
simple and manifest, than that the death of a great man 
is a matter of very little importance. Much as we miy 
think of ourselves, and much as we may excite the empty 
plaudits of the million, it is certain that the greatest among 
us do actually fill but an exceeding small space in the 
world ; and it is equally certain, that even that small space 
is quickly supplied when we leave it vacant. '^ Of what 
consequence is it,** said the elegant Pliny, *< that indivi- 
duals appear, or make their exit ?— the world is a theatre 
whose scenes and actors are continually chauging.** 
Never did philosopher speak more correctly, and 1 only 
wonder, that so wise a remark could have existed so many 
ages, and mankind not have laid it more to heart. Sage 
follows on iu tlie footsteps of sage ; one hero just steps out 
uf his triumphal car, to make way for the hero who comes 
after him ; and of the proudest monarch it is merely said, 
that — ^*< he slept with his fathers, and his successors reigned 
in his stead.** 

The world, to tell the private truth, cares bat little fat 

their loss, and if left to itself would soon forget to grieve s 

and though a nation has often been figuratively drowned 

ia tears on the death of a great man, yet it iA ten chancw 

to oae if an individual tear baa Vieen ibndLou the ocowiioii^ 
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csceptinc from the fmiorn pen of some hungiy author. 
It is the historian, the biographer, and the poet, who have 
the whole burthen of grief to sustain— who, kind souls ! like 
undertakers in England, act the part of chief mourners-— 
who inflate a nation with sighs it never heaved, and deluge 
it with tears it never dreamt of shedding. Thus, while 
the patriotic author is weeping and howling, in prose, in 
blauk verse, and in rhyme, and collecting the drops of 
public sorrow into his volume, as into a lachrymal vase, it 
IS more than probable his fellow-citizens are eating and 
drinking, fiddling and dancing, as utterly ignorant of the 
bitter lamentations made in their name, as are those men 
of straw, John Doe and Richard Roe, of the plaintiffs for 
whom they are generously pleased on divers occasions to 
become sureties. 

The most glorious and praiseworthy hero that ever de- 
aolated nations might have mouldered into oblivion among 
the rubbish of his own monument, did not some historian 
take him into fiivour, and benevolently transmit his name 
to posterity : and much as the valiant William Kieft wor- 
ried, and bustled, and turmoiled, while be had the desti- 
■ict of a whole colony in his hand, I question seriously 
wlKther he will not be obliged to this authentic history 
for all his future celebrity. 

His exit occasioned no convulsion in the city of New 
Amsterdam or Its vicinity : the earth trembled not, neither 
did any stars shoot from their spheres— the heavens were 
■ot shrouded in black, as poets would fain persuade us 
Hwy have been, on the unfortunate death of a hero— the 
rodcs (hard-hearted varlets !) melted not into tears, nor 
did the trees hang their heads in silent sorrow ; and as to 
the sun, be laid abed the next night, just as lung, and 
siiowed as jolly a face when he arose, as he ever did on 
the same day of the mouth in any year, either before or 
mce. The good people of New Amsterdam, one and all, 
declared that he had been a very busy, active, bustling 
little governor — that he was, ** the father of his country** — 
HmU ht was <* the noblest work of God**— that ^ he was a 
wan, take him for all in all, they never should look upon 
Ui like again** — together with sundry other civil and affec- 
tionate speeches, that are regularly said on the death of all 
great men i after which they siuoked their pipes, thought 
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DO more aboul him, and Peter Sluyvesanf succeeded to his 
ttatioa. 

Peter Stnyvesant was the last, and like the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller, he was also the best of our ancient 
1>utch governors. Wouter having surpassed all who pre- 
ceded him, and Pieter or Piet, as he was sociably called 
by the old Dutch burghers, who were ever prone to fami- 
liarize names, having never been equalled by any suc- 
cessor. He was in nict the very man fitted by nature to 
retrieve the desperate fortunes of her beloved province, bad 
not the fates, those moht potent, immaculate^ and unrdent- 
ing of all ancient and immortal spinsters, destined them to 
inextricable confusion. 

To say merely that he was a hero would be doing him 
great injustice — he was in truth a combination of heroes ; 
ror he was of a stuitly, raw-boned nuike, like Ajax Tela- 
mon, so famous for his prowess in belabouring the little 
Trojans — with a pair of round shoulders, that Hercules 
would have given his hide for (meaning his lion*s hide), 
when he undertook to ease old Atlas of his load. He was, 
moreover, as Plutarch describes Coriolanus, not only 
terrible for the force of his arm, but likewise of his voice, 
which sounded as though it came out of a barrel i and like 
the self-same warrior, he possessed a sovereign contempt 
for the sovereign people, and an iron aspect, which was 
enough of itself to make the very bowels of his adversaries 
quake with terror and dismay. All this martial excellency 
of appearance was inexpressibly lieightened by an acci- 
dental advantage, with which I am surprised that neither 
Homer nor Virgil have graced any of their heioes ; ^or it is 
worth all the scars and wuuuds in the Iliad and Eneid, or 
Lucan^s Pharsalia into the bargain. This was nothing 
aess than a redoubtable wooden leg, which was the only 
prize he had gained, in bravely fighting the battles of his 
country ; but of which he was so proud that be was often 
heard to declare he valued it more than all his other limbs 
put -together ; indeed so highly did he esteem it, that he 
had it gallantly enchased and relieved with siW&r devices, 
which caused it to be related in divers histories and legends 
that he wore a silver leg.* 

* See the Hiitones of Masters Josaeiyn anc Bicbm. 



Like tint cboMc warrior Adiillfs, be was somewhat 
wbfcct to estenpore burata of paasion, which were oft- 
tiasea rmtber mopleaaant to his favourites and attendants^ 
whoae perceptions be was a|>t to quicken, after the manner 
of bis ilhistrioas iaiitator, Peter the Gteat, by anointing 
Ibeirahoalders with bis walking staff. 

Bat the resemblance for which 1 most value him was 
tbat which he bore in many particulars to the renowned 
Charl e as ag i ig . Though I cannot find that he had read 
Flato^ or Aristotle, or Hobbes, or Bacon, or Algernon 
flvdaey, or Tom Pttine ; yet did he sometimes manifest a 
ahrewdness and sagacity in his measures, that one would 
iMrdly expect from a man who did not know Greek, and 
Iwd never studied the ancients. True it is, and 1 confess 
H with sorrow, that be had an unreasonable aversion lo ex- 
perioseBts, and was food of governing his province after 
the aimpfest manner j but then he contrived to keep it in 
better <irder than did the erudite Kiefl, though he had all 
the philoaophers, ancient aud modern, to assist and per- 
plex him. I must likewise own that he made but very 
lew laws, but then again he took care that those few were 
rigidly and impartially enforced ; and I do not know but 
justice on the whole was as well administered as if there 
had been volumes of sage acts aud statutes yearly made, and 
daily neglected and forgotten. 

He was, in fact, tlie very reverse of his predecessors, 
neither tranquil and inert, like Walter the Doubter, 
restless and fidf(etting, like William the Testy : but a 
or rather a governor, of such uncommon activity and 
of mind, that he never sought or accepted the 
advice of others ; depending confidently upon his single 
head, as did the heroes of yore upon their single arms, to 
work hb way through all difficulties and dangers. To 
tell the simple truth, he wanted no other requisite for a 
perfect statesaMu than to think always right, for no one 
caa deny that he always acted as he thought ; and if he 
wanted io correctness, be made up for it in perseverance— 
aa excelleut quality ! since it is surely more dignified fur 
a mler to be persevering and consistent in error, than 
wavering and contradictory in endeavouring to do what is 
right : this much is certain, and it is a maxim worthy the 
atlcutioa of all legislators, both great and small, wlio 
ilaad abakiiig ia the wind, wiiboul knotivog^ vibklk wa^ 
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to steer. A rnler who acts accordin)^ to bis own will is 
sure of pleasing himself ; while be who seeks to satisfy llie 
wishes and whims of others, runs a great risk of pleasing 
uobody. The clock that stands still, and points stedfastly 
in one direction, is certain being right twice in the four 
and twenty hours ; while others may keep going continu- 
ally, and continually be going wrong. 

Nor did this magnanimous virtue escape the discem- 
. ent of the good people of Nienw Nederlandts ; on the 
contrary, so high an opinion had they of the independent 
mind and vigorous intellects of their new governor, that 
they universally called him Hard-koppig Piety or Peter 
THE Headstrong— a great compliment to his under 
standing ! 

If from all that I have said thou dost not gather, 
worthy reader, that Peter Stuyvesant was a tough, sturdy, 
valiant, weather-beaten, mettlesome, obstinate, leathern- 
sided, lion-liearted, generous-spirited okl governor, either 
I have written to but very little purpose, or thou art very 
dull at drawing conclusions. 

This most excellent governor, whose character I have 
thus attempted feebly to delineate, commenced his admi- 
nistration on the 29th of May, 1647 ; a remarkable 
stormy day, distinguished in all the almanaks of the time 
which have come down to us, by the name of Windy 
Friday. As be was very jealous of his personal and 
official dignity, he was inaugurated, into office with great 
ceremony *, the goodly oaken chair of the renowned 
Wouter Van Twiller being cai*efully preserved for such 
occasions, in like manner as the chair and stone wei'e reve- 
rentially preserved at Scone in Scotland, for the coronation 
of the Caledonian manarchs. 

I must not omit to mention, that the tempestuous state 
of the elements, together with its being that unlucky day 
of the week^ termed << hanging day,*' did not fail to excite 
much grave speculation, and divers very reasonable appra^ 
bensions among the more ancient and enlightened inhabi- 
tants 'y and several of the sager sex, who were reputed to 
be not a little; skilled in the mysteries of astrology and for- 
tune telling, did declare outright, that they were omens of 
a disastrous admin istratiou'^an event that came to be 
lamentably verified, and which proves, beyond dispute^ 
the wiadom of attending to lVio«e\f«cl«rDnXui«iVaV^aiB^^ 
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'inklied by dretms and ▼isions, the flying of birds, iaH. 
■g of atoneiy and cackling of geese ; on which the sages 
tad mlcrs of ancient times placed such reliance ; or to 
those ihootings of stars, eclipses of the moon, bowlings of 
dogs, a«d flarings of candles, carefully noted and inter 
preted by the oracular sibyls of our day ; who, in my 
hamble opinion, are the legitimate inheritors and pre- 
■enrcrs of the ancient science of divination. This much is 
certain, that Govenor Stuyvesant succeeded to the chair of 
state at a turbulent period j when foes thronged and 
threatened firom without; when anarchy and sti&necked 
opposition reigned rampant within ; when the authority of 
their high mightinesses the lords states-general, though 
founded on the broad Dutch bottom of unoffending imiM. 
dlity ; though supported by economy, and defended by 
sp eech e s, protests, proclamations— yet tottered to its very 
centre ; anid when the great city of New Amsterdam, though 
fortified by flag-staffs, trumpeters, and windmills, seem^, 
like aooie fair lady of easy virtue, to 'lay open to attack, 
and ready to yield to the first invader. 



CHAP. II. 

Showing how Petet tht Hoaditrong bestirred hinuelf 

tmumg iht Rate and Cobwebe an entering into Office f 

and tkt perilous mistake he was guilty of^ in hia 

dealings with the Amphyctians. 

Thb venf first movements of the great Peter, on taking 
the reins of government, displayed t£e magnanimity of his 
■Bind, though they occasioned not a little marvel and un- 
easiness among the people of the Manhattoes. Finding 
hiandf constantly interrupted by the oppouitiou, and 
annoyed by the sage advice of his privy council, the mem- 
bers of which had acquired the unrt>asonable habit of 
thinkiofC and speaking for themselves during the preceding 
reigo, be determined at once to put a stop to such griev 
ous abominations. Scarcely, therefore, had he entered 
upon his aathority, than he turned out of office all thoM 
■»eddleaoaie spirits that composed the factious cabinet of 
WiUisHi tlM Tci(y> in place of ^Vmoqi W cV«»»a >a^'Q\.^\Lvofii!^ 
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0elf cottnaelloni from thote fat, MMiintferoast respedabls 
familus, that had flourmhed and slumbered under the easy 
rcifi^ of Walter the Doubter. All these be caused to be 
ftttnished with abtindauce of fair long pipea, and ta be 
reflated with frequent corporation dinners, admonisbing 
them to smoke, and eat, and sleep, for the good oi the 
nation, while he took all the burden of government upon 
his own shoulders— -an arrangement to which they all gave 
hearty acquiescence. 

Nor did he stop here, but made a hideous rout among 
the inventions and expedients of his learned predeceasoiw. 
demolishiug his flag-staffs and windmills, which, like 
mighty giants, guaiSed the ramparts of New Amsterdam 
— pitching to the duyvel whole batteries of quaker-guns 
-^rooting up his patent gallows, where caitiff vagabonds 
were suspended by the waistband ; and in a word, turning 
topsy-turvy the whole philosophic, economic, and wind- 
mill system of the immortal sage of Saandam. 

The honest folk of New Amsterdam beg^n to quake 
now for the fate of their matchless champion Anthony the 
trumpeter, who had acquired prodigious fovour in the eyes 
of the women, by means of his whiskers and his trumpet. 
Him did Peter the Headstrong cause to be brought into 
his presence, and eyeing him for a moment from head to 
foot, with a countenance that would have appalled any 
thing else than a sounder of braaa : ** Prythee^ who and 
what art thou ?** said be. ^ Sire,** replied the other, in 
no wise dbmayed ; ^ for my name, it it Anthony Van 
Corlear — fur my parentage, I am the son of my mother — 
fur my profession, I am champion and garrison of this 
great city of New Amsterdam.** << I doubt me miic6,** 
said Peter Stuyvesant, ** that thou art some scurry coatarcL 
monger Jcnave — how didst thou acquire this paramount 
honour and dignity ?** — <' Many, Sir/* replied the other, 
<< like many a great roan before me, simply bjf sounding 
my own trumpet.^^ — << Ay, is it so ?** quoth the governor, 
** why then lei us liave a relish of thy art.** Wnereupon 
he put his instrument to his lips, and sounded a charge, 
with such a tremendous outset, such a delectable quiver, 
and such a triumphant cadence, that it was euough to 
make your heart leap out of your mouth only to be within 
M mile of it Like as a war-worn charger, while sporting 
in peaceful plants, If by chance baVmsK tOoft itaWBa«C«ar« 
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i'al aiMic, prlcin op \m caivy mad mortB and pawa, and 
kmikM at the moiat : soilid the beroic soal of the nirhty 
Peter joy to hear the clangour of the trumpet ; for of him 
might truly he laid what was recorded of the renowned 
St. George of England — ** there was nothing in all the 
world that more rejoiced his heart, than to hear the 
pleasant sound of war, and see the soldiers brandish forth 
their steeled weapons.** Casting his eyes more kindly, 
therdure, upon the sturdy Van Corlear, and finding him to 
be a jolly, fat little man, shrewd in his discourse, yet of 
great discretion and inuneasurahle wind, he straightway 
conceived a vast kindness for him, and discharging him 
from the troabkisome duty of garrisoning, and defending, 
and alarming the city, ever after retaining him about his 
person, as his chief fsvoorite^ confidential envoy, and trusty 
squire. Instead of disturbing the city with disastrous 
notes, he was instructed to play so as to delight the 
governor while at his repasts, as did the minstrels of yore 
in the days of glorious chivalry — and on all public occa- 
sions to rejoice the ears of the people with warlike melody ; 
thereby keeping alive a noble and martial spirit. 

Many other alterations and reformations, both for the 
better and for the worse, did the governor make, of which 
my time will not serve me to record the particulars ; 
suflice it to say, he soon contrived to make the province 
feel that he was its master, and treated the sovereign people 
with such tyranhical rigour, that they were all fain to boh! 
thebr tongues, stay at home, and attend to their business ; 
Insomuch that party feuds and distinctions were almost 
forgotten, and many thriving keepers of taverns and dram- 
shops were utterly ruined for want of business. 

Indeed the critical state of public afifairs at this time 
demanded the utmost vigilance and promptitude. The 
formidable council of the Amphyctions, which bad caused 
so much tribuUtion to the unfortunate Kieft, still continued 
anrmenting its forces, and threatened to link within its 
Quion all the mighty principalities and powers of the east. 
In the very year following the inauguration of Governor 
Siuyvesant, a grand deputation dcpsrted from the rily of 
Providence ^famous for its dusty streets and beauteoun 
women), in oehsif of the pniasaut plantation of Kbode 
Kland, praying to be admitted into the league. 
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The followiiif menikm it made of diie applicet 
certain records of that asKmblage of worthies, . whi 
still extant*. 

« Mr. Will Cottington and Captain Partridg of B 
Ibiod presented this insewin|r request to the oommisf 
in wrijgbtin g 

<* Our request and motion is in behalfe of Rhoode 
that wee the 1 landers of Rhoode Hand may be res 
into combination with all the united colonyes of 
England in a firme and perpetuall league of friei 
and amity of ofencc and defence, mutuall advice and i 
upon all just occasions for our mutuall safety aw 
fiur^ &c> 

*• Will Cottington, 
^ Alicxsander Partricl| 

There is certainly something in the very physiof 
of this document, that might well inspire apprebi 
The name of Alexandei', however mis-spelt, has 
war-like in every age ^ and though its fierceness 
some measura softened by being coupled with the 
cognomen of Partridge; still, like the colour of sea 
bears an exceeding great resemblance to the soun 
trumpet. From ^e style of the letter, moreover, a 
soldier-like ignorance uf orthography displayed by the 
captain, Alicxsander Partndg, in spelling his own 
we may picture to ourselves this mighty man of R 
like a second Ajax, strong in arms, potent in thi 
aud OS great a scholar as though he bad been ed 
among that learned people of Thrace, who, Aristotle f 
us, could not count beyond the number four. 
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by riietorical tropes about wolves and Umbs, and beetle* 
flicsy yet bad more effect than all tbe elaborate epistlesy 
protests^ and proclamations of his learned predecessor put 
tegether. In consequence of his urfcent propositions, the 
ftni confederacy of the east ap*eed to enter Into a final 
adjustment of f^evances and settlement of boundaries, to 
the end that a perpetual and happy peace mij^ht take plac«i; 
between tbe two powers. For this purpose Governor 
Stnyvcsant deputed two ambassadors to negotiate with 
oommissiooers from the graud council of the league, and a 
treaty was solemnly concluded at Hartford. Ou receiving 
the Intel^gence of this events the whole community was 
in an uproar of exultation. Tbe trumpet of tbe sturdy 
Tan Corlear sounded ail day with joyful clangour from 
the ramparts of Fort Amsterdam) and at night tbe city 
was magnificently illuminated with two hundi*ed and fifty 
tallow caudles ; besides a barrel of tar, which was burned 
before tbe govemor*s house, on the cheering aspect of 
pohlic affairs. 

And now my worthy reader is, doubtless, like the great 
and good Peter, congratulating himself with the idea, that 
bis Iceliugs will no longer be molested by a69icting details 
of stolen borsesy broken beads, impounded hogs, and all 
the other catalogue of heart-rending cruellies, that dis* 
graced these boracr wars. But if he should indulge in 
•uch expectations, it is a proof that he is but little versed 
in the jparadoxical ways of cabinets ; to convince him of 
whicb^ X solicit his serious attention to my next chapter, 
wherein I will shew that Peter Stuyvesant has already 
committed a great error in politics *, and by effecting a 
peace, has materially jeopaixlized the tranquillity of the 
pruviuoe 
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CHAP. ni. 

Coniaining various SpccukUUmt on War 4xnd Negoda- 
iUnu-^hewing that a TreatpofPeaeeUagreainaiionai 

Eva. 

It was the opinion 6f that poetical philosopher, Lacre- 
tioH, that war was the original state of man ; whom he de- 
scribed as being primitively a savage beast of prey, engag^ 
in a constant state of hostility with his own species, and 
that this ferocious spirit was tamed and ameliorated by 
society. The same opinion has been advocated by the 
learned Hobbes *, nor have there been wanting many other 
philosophers to admit and defend it. 

For my part, 'though prodigiously fond of these valuable 
speculations, so complimentary to human nature, yet, in 
this instance, I am inclined to take the proposifion by 
halves, believing with Horacef, that though war may' 
have been originally the favourite amusement and indus- 
trious employment of our progenitors; yet, like many 
other excellent habits, so far from being ameliorated, it 
has been cultivated and confirmed by refinement and civi- 
lization, and increases in exact proportion as we approach 
towards that state of perfection, which is the ne piu9 uUra 
of modern philosophy. 

The first conflict between man and man was the mere 
exertion of physical force, unaided by auxiliary weaponf 
—his arm was his buckler, his fist was his mace, and a 
broken head the catastrophe of his encounters. The battle 
of unassisted strength was succeeded by the more rugged 
ones of stones and clubs, and war assumed a sanguinary 
aspect. As man advanced in refinement, as his faculties 
expanded, and his sensibilities became more exquisite, he 
gi'ew rapidly more ingenious and experienced in the art of 
murdering his fellow beings. He invented a thousand 
devices to defend and to assault-— the helmet, the cuirass 

* Hobhes* Leviathan, part i, rhap. 13. 

t Cum prorepserunt primis aniraalia territi, 
IVIutuni ac turpe (lecus, irlandem atque cubilia propter, 
Uuti^uibus et puguis, dein fustibus, atque ita porru 
Pugntilmot annis, qun poet fabricaverat usus. 
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vkA Hk backkr^ the gword, the dart, aiid the javelifi, pre. 
Mred hhaa to elude the wound, as well as to launch the 
blow. Still urging on^ in the brilliant and philanthropic 
euneer of inventioii, he enlarges and heightens his powerb 
«f defence and iigury.— llie aries, the scorpio, the baHsta, 
and the catapulta, gire a hcNTor and sublimity to war ; 
SDd magnify itn glory, by increasing its desolation. Still 
ivatiable, though armed with machinery that seemed to 
racfa the limits of destructive invention, and to yield a 
power of injury, commensurate even with the desires of 
wre oge s t ill deeper researches must be made in the 
diabolical arcana. With furious zeal he dives into the 
boweb of the earth; he toils midst poisonous minerals 
and deadly salts— -the . sublime discovery of gunpowder 
blazes upon the world-^and, finally, the dreadful art of 
igbting by proclamation seems to endow the demon of war 
wiUi ubiquity and omnipotence! 

This, indeed, is grand !-— this, indeed, marks the powers 
of mind, and bespeaks that divine endowment of reason, 
which distinguishes ns from the animals, our inferiors. 
The nnenlii^tened brutes content themselves with the 
native force which Providence has assigned them. The 
angry boll butts with hb horns, as did his progenitors 
beSire him^-the lion, the leopard, and the tyger, seek only 
with their talons and their fangs to gratify their sanguinary 
fary y and even the subtle serpent darts the same venom, 
and uses the same wiles, as did his sire before the flood. 
Man alone, blessed with the inventive mind, goes on from 
discovery to discovery— enlarges and multiplies his powers 
of destruction ; arrogates the tremendous weapons of Deity 
itself^ and tasks creation to assist him in murdering his 
brother worm ! 

In proportion as the art of war has increased in im- 
provement, has the art of preserving peace advanced in 
•qual ratio; and as we h^ve discovered, in this age of 
wonders and inventions, that proclamation is the most 
formidable engine in war, so have we discovered the no 
less ingenious mode of maintaining peace by perpetual 
negociations. 

A treaty, or to speak more correctly, a negociation, 
therefore, * according to the acceptation of experienced 
»iatesmen, learned in these matters, is no longer an at« 
tempt to accommodate dilTcrencfs, to ascertain rightit, au4 
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to establish an equitable excbaofe of kind office* ; tmt a 
rontett of skill between two powers, which shall oT«r.rea(A 
and take in the other. It is a cunning endt«Toar to obtam 
by peaceful mancenTre, and the chicanery of cabinets, 
those advantajres, which a nation would otherwise have 
wrested by force of arms. In the same manner that a con- 
scientious hiji^liwayiiian reforms, and becomes an excellent 
and praiseworthy citizen, contenting himself with cheatin|r 
his neiji^bour out of that property he would Ibrmerly 
have seized with open violence. 

In fact, the only time when two nations can be said to 
be in a state of perfect amity, is when a negociation is 
open, and a treaty pendinr. Then, as there are no stipu- 
lations entered intu, no bonds to restrain the will, no 
specific limits to awaken that captious jealousy of right 
implanted in our nature, as each party has some advantaipe 
to hope and expect from the other— -then it is that the two 
nations are so gfraaous and friendly to each other ; their 
ministers professing the highest mutual regard, exchanging 
billets-doux, making fine speeches, and indulging in afi 
those little diplomatic flirtations, coquetries, and fondlings, 
that do so marvellously tickle tlie good humour of the 
respective nations. Thus it may paradoxically be said, 
that there is never so good an understanding between two 
nation!!, as when there is a little misunderstanding ; and 
that so long as they are on no terms, they are on the best 
terms in the world. 

I do not by any means pretend to claim the merit of 
having made the above political discovery. It has in fact 
long been secretly acted upon by certain enlightened cabi- 
nets, and is, together with divers other notable theories^ 
privately copied out of the common-place book of an illus- 
trious gentleman, who has been member of congress, and 
enjoyed the unlimited confidence of heads of department. 
To this principle may be ascribed the wonderful ingenuity 
that has been shown of late years in protracting and 
interrupting negociations. Hence the cunning measure of 
appointing as ambassador some political pettifogger skilled 
in delays, sophbms, and misapprehensions, and dexterous 
in the art of baffling argument y or some blundering statts« 
man, whose errors and misconstructioBs may be a plea for 
fefutiag to ratify his engagements. And hence, too, that 
most oulable expedieiit, so yov^Var with our govenuaenCt 
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of uendmg out a brace of ambassadors } who havioip each 
aa individual will to cousult, character to establish, aud 
interest to promote, you may as well look for unauiwity 
and Goncord between two lovers with one mistress, two 
dugs with one boue, or two uaked rogues with one pair 
of breeches. This disagreement, therefore, is continually 
breedinfc delays and impediments, in consequence of which 
the uegociation goes on swimmingly, inasmuch as there 
is DO prospect of its ever coming to a close. Nothiug 
b lost by these delays and obbtacles but time j aud in a 
negociation, according to the theory I have exposed, 
all time lost is in reality so much time gained :-— with 
what delightful paradoxes does modern political economy 
abound! 

Now all that 1 have here advanced is so notoriously true, 
that I almost blush to take up the time of my readers, 
with treating of matters which must many a time have 
stared them in the face. But the proposition to which I 
would most earnestly call their attention is thb, that 
though a negociation be the most harmonizing of all 
uaticmal transactions, yet a treaty of peace is a great 
political evil, aud one of the most fruitful sources of war. 

I have rarely seen an instance of any special contract 
between individuals, that did not produce jealousies, 
bickerings, and often downright ruptures between them ; 
nor did 1 ever know of a treaty between two nations that 
did not occasion coutinnal misunderstandings. How many 
worthy conntry neighbours have I known, who, after 
living u peace and good fellowship for yeai's, have been 
thrown into a state of distrust, cavilling, and animosity, 
by some ill-starred agreement about fences, runs of water, 
aud stray cattle. And how mauy well meaning nations, 
who would otherwise have remained in the most amicable 
dihpusition towards each other, have been brought to 
swords* points about the infringement or misconstruction 
of some treaty, which in an evil hour they had concluded 
by way of making their amity more sure. 

Treaties at best are but complied with so long as interest 
requires their fulfilment; consequently, they are virtually 
biiidhig on the weaker party only, or in plaiu truth, they 
are uot binding at all. No nation will wantonly go to 
%ar with another, if it has notliing to gain thereby, and 
hcrefore needs no treaty to restrain it fram ^iAkncc \ ani 
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if H htre any thing to gain, I much question, from what 
I have witnessed of the righteous conduct of nations, 
whether any treaty could be made so strong that it oould 
not thrust the sword through j nay, I would hold tea to 
one, the treaty itself would be the very source to which 
resort would be had to find a pretext for hostilities. 

'llius, therefore, I conclude, that though it b the best of 
all policies for a nation to keep up a constant negociatioo 
with its neiglibours, yet it is the summit of folly, for 
it ever to }x beguiled into a treaty ; for then comes on 
the non-fulfilment aud infractjjon— -then remonstrance, then 
altercation, then retaliation, then recrunination, and, 
finally, upen war. In a word, negociation is like court- 
ship, a time of sweet words, gallant speeches, soft looks, 
«nd endearing caresses, but the marriage ceremony is the 
aignal for hostilities 



CHAP. IV. 



How Peter Siayvetant woe greatly helled hy his Adver- 
sariei the Moss Troopers^^and hie Conduct thereupon. 

Ir my pains-taking reader be not somewhat perplexed, 
in the course of the ratiocination of my last chapter, he 
will doubtless at one glance perceive, that the great Peter, 
in concluding a treaty with bis eastern neighlMHirs, was 
guilty of a lamentable error aud heteroxody io politics. 
To this unlucky agreement may justly foe ascribed a 
worid of little infringements, altercations^ negotiations, 
and bickerings, which afterwards took place between the 
irreproachable Stuyvesant, and the evil-disposed council 
of Amphyctkms. All these did not a little disturb the 
constitutional sei-enity of the good burghers of Mannahata; 
but in sooth they were so very pitiful in their nature and 
effects, that a grave historian, who grudges the time spent 
in any thing less than recording the fall of empires, aud 
the revolution of worlds, would think them unworthy to 
be inscribed on his sacred page. 

The reader is therefore to take it for granted, though I 
Bcorm to waste in the deta\\ that time which mv furrowed 
hvw and trembling hand inCoim mft ^a vrnX^uhAA^ ^bal all 



«BW TORS. 179 

AevUlethe ^reikt Peter wm occupied in tbow tremeo- 
km nd Moody contesU that 1 ihAll shortly rehearse, there 
wt ooBtHiaed aeries of little, dirty, sDivelliog fekirmisbes, 
Koariofs, bvotlsy and maraudings made on the eastern 
frgatim, Vy the mosa-troopers ^ Connecticut. But like 
Ihit BMrror of ckdvalry, the sage and valorous Don Quixote, 
I leave theae petty contests fur some future Sancbo Pan^a 
if a hktortan, while 1 reserve my prowess and my pen for 
achievenaenta of higher dignity. 

Now did the great Peter conclude, that bis labours bad 
came to a chise in the east, and that be had nothing to du 
hat apply hisMelf to the internal prosperity of his beloved 
liaalMittoea. Though a man of great modesty, he could 
not help boasting tluii be bad at length shut the temple of 
laaas ; and that, were all rulers like a certain person who 
shoald be nameless, it would never he opened again. But 
the exultation of the worthy governor was put to a speedy 
check ; for scarce was the treaty concluded, and hardly 
was the ink dried on the paper, before the crafty and dis. 
cuarteous council of the league sought a new pi-elence for 
le-illuming the flames of discoid. 

It aeema to he the natme of confederacies, republics^ 
and aoch like powers, that want the true manculine cha- 
racter, to indulge exceedingly in certain feminine panics 
and auapirioos. Like some good lady of delicate and 
sickly virtue, who is in constant dread of having her 
vestal purity contaminated or seduced; and who, if a man 
do but lake her by the hand, or look her in the face, is 
ready to cry out, ra|»e ! and ruin!-— 80 the»e squeamish 
govenunents are |terpetually on the alarm fur the virtue 
of the country-— every manly measure is a violation of the 
const it at ion— every monarchy or other masculine govern- 
■leat around them is laying snares for their seduction ; and 
they are for ever delecting infernal plots, by which they 
were to be betrayed, dishonoured, and ** brought upon the 
loan.** 

If aov proof were wanting of the truth of these opinions, 
I would iustaoce the conduct of a certain republic of our 
day, who, good dame, has already withstood so many plots 
and conspiracies against her virtue, and has so oAen come 
■car bem^ made ** no better than she should be.** 1 
voald notice her constant jealousies of poor old England, 
vbo^ bf bcr own accouuty hit been \iiceMaaiV| tc^vu^ to 
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sap her honour, though, from my soul, I nerer could 
believe the honest old gentleman meant her any rudeness. 
Whereas, on the contrary, I think 1 have sereral times 
caught her sq^icezing hands, and indulging in certain amo- 
rous oglings with that sad fellow Buonaparte, who all the 
world knows to be a great despoiler of national Tirtue, to 
hare ruined all the empires in his neighbourhood, and to 
have debauched every republic that came in his way ; but 
so it is, these rakes seem always to gain singular fiiyour 
with the ladies. 

But I crave pardon of my reader for thus wanderings 
and will endeavour, in some measure, to apply the forgo- 
ing remarks ; for, in the year 1651, we are told that the 
great confederacy of the east accused the immaculate 
Peter (the soul of honour and heart of steel), that, by 
divers gifts and promises, he had been secretly endeavour- 
ing to instigate the Narrohigansett (or Narraganset), Mo- 
haque, and Pequot Indians, to surprise snd massacre 'the 
Yankee settlements. ** For,** as the council slanderously 
observed, ** the Indians round about for divers hundred 
miles cercute, seeme to have dmnke deep of an intoxica. 
ting cupp, att or from the Manhatoes against the English, 
whoe have sought their good both in bodily and spirituall 
respects." 

History does not make mention how the great council 
6f the Amphyctions came by this precious plot : whether 
it were honestly brought at a fair market price, or disco- 
vered by sheer good rortune. It is certain, however, that 
they examined divers Indians, who all swore to the fact 
as sturdily as though th^y luui been so many Christian 
troopers : and to be more sure of their veracity, the sage 
Council previously made every mother^s son of them 
devoutly drunk, remembering an old and trite proverb, 
which it is not necessary for me to repeat. 

Though descended from a family which suffered much 
injury from the losel Yankees of those times, my great 
grandfather having had. a yoke of oxen and his best pacer 
stolen, and having received a pair of black eyes and a 
bloody nose in one of these bonier wars ; and my grand, 
father, when a very little hoy tending pigs, having been 
Iridnapped and severely flogged by a long-sided Oinnec- 
ikut scfaoohnaster *, yet I shouXd have passed over all these 
wi-onga M'ith forgivencsa smA fA^VvNVyc^*.— \ «n«0il «,veu 
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hive suffered them to have broken Evert Duckiiig^s head, 
to have kicked the doughty Jacobus Van Curlet and his 
ragged reeinient oat of doors, can'ied every bog into cap- 
tivity, and depopulated every hen-roost on the face of 
the earth irith perfect impunity ; but this wanton attack 
upon one of the most gallant and iiTepi-oachable heroes of 
Biodflrn times is too much even for me to digest, and has 
overset, with a single puff, the patience of the historian, 
and the forbearance of the Dutchman. 

Oh reader, it was false— 1 swear to thee, it was false ! 
—If thou hast any respect for my word,— -if the undevia- 
tiug character for veracity which 1 have endeavoured to 
maintain throughout this work, has its due weight with 
thee, thou wilt not give thy faith to this tale of slander ; 
lor 1 pledge my honour and my immortal fame to thee, 
that tlie gallant Peter Stuyvesant was not only innocent 
of thu foul conspiracy, but would have suffered his right 
arm, or even his wooden leg, to consume with slow and 
everlasting flames, rathei* than attempt to destroy his 
enemies in any other %ray than open, genei*ous warfare. 
Beshrew those caitiff scouts, that conspired to sully his 
oonest name by such an imputation ! 

Peter Stuyvesant, though he perhaps had never heard 
of a Knight Errant, yet luul he as true a heart of chivalry 
as ever beat at the round table of King Arthur. There 
was a spirit of native gallantry, a noble and generous 
hardihood, diffused through his rugged manners, which 
altogether gave unquestionable tokens of an heroic mind. 
He was, in truth, a hero of chivalry struck off by the hand 
of Nature at a single heat j and though she had taken no 
further care to polish and re6ne her workmanship, he stood 
forth a miracle of her skill. 

But not to be figurative (a fault in historic writing, 
which 1 particularly eschew), the great Peter possessed, 
in an emiuent degree, the seven renowned and noble 
virtues of knighthood, which, as he had never consulted 
authors in the disciplining and cultivating of his mind, I 
verily believe must have been implanted in a corner of his 
heart by dame Nature herself— where they flourished 
among his hardy qualities, like so many sweet wild 
flowers, shooting forth and thriving with redundant luxu- 
riance among stubborn rocks. Such was the mind of 
Peter the Heaidstrong, and if my admiration for it has, on 

11 
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thii oecMMHi, transported my style beyond the sober 
gmirity which becomes the laborious scribe of Ustorlc 
events, I can plead as an apology, that thon«^ a little, 
grey beaded Dutchman, arrived almost at the bottom of 
the down-hill of life, I still retain some portion of that 
celestial fire, which sparkles in tbe eyes of youth, when 
contemplating the virtues and achievemeuts of ancient 
worthies. Blessed, thrice and nine times blessed be the 
good St. Nicholas— that I have escaped the influence of 
that diilling apathy, which too often freezes the sympathies 
of age ; which, like a churlish spirit, sits at the portals of 
tbe heart, repulsing every genial sentiment, and paralyzing 
every spontaneous glow of enthusiasm. 

No sooner then did this scoundrel imputation on his 
honour reach the ear of Peter Stuyvesant, than he pro- 
ceeded in a manner which would have redounded to his 
credit, even though be had studied for years in tbe library 
of Don Quixote himself. He immediately despatched 
bis valiant tiumpeter and squire, Anthony Van Corleac, 
with orders to ride night and day, as herald, to the Am- 
pbyctionic council, reproaching them in terras of noble 
indignation, for giving ear to the slanders of heathen in- 
fideb, against the character of a Christian, a gentleman, 
and a soldier— and declaring, that as to the treadieruus 
and bloody plot alleged against him, whoever affirmed it 
to be true, lied in his teeth !— to prove which, he defied 
the president of the council and all of his compeers, or if 
they pleased, their puissant champion. Captain Alexander 
Partridg, that mighty man of Rhodes, to meet him in a 
single combat, where he would trust the vindication of his 
innocence to the prowess of his arm. 

This challenge being delivered with due ceremony 
Anthony Van Corlear sounded a trumpet of defiance 
before the whole council, ending with a most horrific 
and nasal twang, full in tbe face of Captain Partridg, 
who almost jumped out of his skin in an ecstacy of asto- 
nishment at the noise. This done, be mounted a tall 
Flanders mare, which he always rode, and trotted merrily 
towards the Manhattoes— passing through Hartford, and 
Pyqnag, and Middletown, and all the other border towni 
—twanging his trumpet like a very devil, so that tbf 
sweet vaUeys and banks of tbe Connecticut resound* 
'^ith the warlike melody— i 4 stopping occasionally to « 
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IMinpkin pies» dance at country frolics, and bundle vrith 
the beauteouf lasses of those parts, whom he rejoiced 
exceedingly with bis soul-stirring instrument. 

But t£e grand council being composed of considerate 
nien» had no idea of running a tilting with such a fiery 
hero as the hardy Peter^— on the contrary they sent him 
an answer, couched in the meekest, the most mild, and 
provoking terms ; in which they assured him that his guilt 
was proved to their perfect satisfaction, by the testimony 
of divers sober and respectable Indians, and concluding 
with this truly amiable paragraph :— << For you re confi- 
dant denialls of the Barbarous plott charged will waigh 
little in balauce against such evidence, soe that we must 
still require and seeke due satisfaction and cecuritie; soe 
we rest, 

*< Sir, 
^ Youres in wayes of Righteousness, &c.* 



n 



1 am aware that the above transaction has been differ- 
ently recorded by ceitain historians of the east, and else- 
where ; who seem to have inherited the bitter enmity of 
their ancci»tors to the brave Peter — and much good may 
their iuheritance do them. These declare, that Peter 
Stuyvesant requested to have the charges- against him 
inquired into, by ctimmissioners to be appointed for the 
purpose ; and yet tliat when such commissioners were 
appointed, he refused to submit to their examination. In 
this artful account there is but the semblance of truth ; he 
did, indeed, most gallantly ofier, when that he found a 
deaf ear was turned to his challengre, to submit his con- 
duct to the rigorous inspection of a court of honour^^but 
then he expected to find it an august tribunal, composed 
of courteous gentlemen, the govei'nors and nobility of the 
ooofiBderate plantations, and of the province of New Ne- 
therlands ^ where he might be tried by his peers, in a 
manner worthy of his rank and dignity— 'Wh^eas, let me 
perish, if they did not send to the Manhattoes two lean, 
sided hungry pettifoggers, mounted on Narraganset 
pacers, with saddle bngs under the bottoms, and g^reen 
satchels under their arms, as though they were about to 
beat the hoof from one country court to another in search 
"fa law-suit. 

R2 
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The chivalric Peter, as might be expected, took no 
notice of these cnnniog varlets ; who, with profesBioml 
industry, fell to prying and siAlng about, in qneit of ex- 
parte evidence ; perplexing divers simple Indians and old 
women, with their cross questioning, until they had contia- 
dicted and forswore themselves most horribly, as is too 
often done in our courts of justice. Thus having fulfilled 
their errand to their own satisfaction, they returned to the 
grand council with their satchels and saddle bags stuffed 
full of villainous rumours, apocryphal stories, and out- 
rageous calumnies— for all which the great Peter did not 
care a tobacco stopper; but, I warrant me, bad they 
attempted to play off the same trick upon WiHiam the 
Testy, he would have treated them both to an aerial 
gambol on his patent gallows. 

The grand council of the east held a very solemn meet- 
ing on the return of their envoys, and after they had pon- 
dered a long time on the situation of affairs, were upon 
the point of adjourning without being able to agree upon 
any thing. At this critical moment one of these meddle^ . 
some, indefatigable spirits, who endeavour to establish a 
character for patriotism by blowing the bellows of party, 
until the whole furnace of politics is red-hot with sparks 
and cinders ; and who have just cunning enough to know 
that there is no time so favourable for getting on the 
people^s backs as when they are in a state of turmoil, 
and attending to every body^s business but their own. 
This aspiring imp of faction, who was called a great 
politician, because he had secured a seat in the council by 
calumniating all his opponents : he, I say, conceived this 
a fit opportunity to strike a blow that should secure his 
popularity among his constituents, who lived on the borders 
of Nieuw Nederlandts, and were the gi*eate8t poachers in 
Christendom, excepting the Scotch border nobles. Like 
a second Peter the Hermit, therefore, he stood forth and 
preached up a crusade against Peter Stuyvesant, and his 
devoted city. 

He made a speech which lasted six hours, according 
to the ancient custom in these parts; in which he repre- 
sented the Dutch as a race of impious heretics, who 
neither believed in witchcraft, nor the sovereign virtues of 
KM-se-shoes— who l*»ft ibeir country for the lucre of gainj 
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■ok, like themselves, for die eojoyment of liberty ofctm-' 
•cjenoa— who, in bhort, were a race of mere cannabals and 
anthropophagi, inasmuch as they never eat cod fish on 
Saturdays, devoured swine^s flesh. without molasses, and 
hdd pumpkins in utter contempt. 

This speech had the desired effect ; for the council, be> 
ing awakened by the serjeant-at-arms, rubbed their eyes, 
and declared that it was just and politic to declare instant 
war against these unchristian antipumpkinites. But it was 
necessary that the people at large should first be prepared 
for this measure, and for this purpose the arguments of 
the orator were preached from the pulpit for several Sun- 
days subsequent, and earnestly recommended to the con- 
•ideration of every good Christian, who professed as well 
as practised, the d(K:lrine of meekness, charity, and the 
forgiveness of injuries. This is the first time we hear of 
the ** Drum Ecclebiastic** beating up for political recruits 
b our country ; and it proved of such signal efficacy that 
it has since been called into frequent service throughout 
oar Union. A cunning politician is often found skulking 
under the clerical robe, with an outside all religion, and 
an inside all political rancour. Things spiritual and 
things temporal are strangely jumbled together, like poisons 
and antidotes on an apotheceu-y^s shelf j and instead of a 
devout sermon, the simple church-going folk have often a 
political pamphlet thrust down their throats, labelled with 
a pious text from Scripture. 

CHAP. V. 

Bow the New-Anuterdammert became great in armt, 
amd of the direjul catasitophe of a mighiy Army — toge- 
ther with Peter Stuyr^ant't meaeure to fortify the City 
how he woi the origiruU Founder of the Battery. 



But notwithstanding that the grand council, as I have 
thready shown, were amazingly discreet in theii proceed- 
ings respecting the New Netherlands, and conducted the 
whole with almost as much silence and mystery as does 
the sage Brituh cabiuet one of its ill-starrcd secret expedi- 
ttcNif— yet did the ever- watchful Peter receive as full awi 
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ofFntxe of all Uk notable enterp''''^ ' ^'* 

—He accordingly eel himKlf lo wurk, to render the ma 

cbin»tionB of liii bilter adversaries abortive. 

I kDOir that many will censure Ibe precipitation of thii 
■taut-hearted old goveraar, in that be barried into thi 
expenee* of furtification, wiltaoul ascertaining wbethn 
thcf were necesKiry, by prudently waiting uulil the eneoi] 
VB* at the door. But Ibey ahould recollect tbal Pete 

'Stuyreunt had not tlw benefit of an iosif^t into thi 
modem arcana of politici, and was itranfcely bi^^ted tt 
certain obsolete maxims of tlie old Bcbool ; amunft whict 
be (irmly beliered, that, to reniler a country respeclec 
abroad, it was necetisary to make it formidahle at borne: 
and that a nation sliould place its reliance fur peace and 
aecurlty, more upon its own strength, than outhe Jiulicen 
good-will of Its neighbours. — He proceeded, therefore, wiU 
■II diligence, to put (he province and metrupolii in ■ 
ftrong posture of defence. 

Among the Tew remnanli of ingenions ioTentioni whicli 
remained from the dnyg of Willi im the Testy, were thuH 
impregnable bulwarks of public safety, militia laws ; b) 
which ibe inhabitants were obliged to (um out twice ■ 
year, wilh such military equipments — as it pleased God \ 
and were put under (he command of very valiant tailun 
and man-mil linera, who, though on ordinary occafioni 
Ibe meekest, pippin-bearted little men in (be world, wert 
very derils at parade* awl court martials, when they had 
cocked ball un their heads, and svuidn by their aides. 
Under the instrnclion of these periodical warrior*, the 
gallant train-bands made marrellouB proficiency in Ibl 
royatery of guupowder. They were taiubt to foce to Itu 
right, to wMel to the left, to inap off empty llreloclu 
without wtpkinif, to turn a cmmer withonl any great ap- 
roar or irregularity, and to march through sun and rain 
from one enii of the town to the other without flindiing, 
until in the end they became so ralorous (hat they fired 
iilT blank cartridgei, without so much as turning away 
their heads — could hear the largest field-piece discbargrd, 
wilhoiit 8lop|)iiig their ears, or falling into much confu- 
Hinn ; and would even go through all (be fatigues aud 

pefilt of a summer day's parade, without baring Ibeii 
ntuta much tbiuued by dc»crl\oo'. 
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Tiue It is, the genius of this truly paci6c people was 
«o little pven to war, that, during the intervals which 
occuired between field days, they generally contrived to 
forget all the military tuition they had received ; so that 
vbeu they re-appeai*ed on parade, they scarcely knew the 
batt-end of the musket from the muzzle, and invariably 
mistook the right shoulder for the left — a mistake which, 
however, was soon obviated by chalking their left arms. 
Bat whatever might be their blunders and awkwardness, 
the sagacious Kieft declared them to be of but little im- 
portance—since, as he judiciously observed, one cam« 
paign would be of more instruction to them than a hun- 
dred parades ; for though two-thirds of them might be 
food for powder, yet such of the other third as did not run 
away would become most experienced veterans. 

The great Stuyvesant bad no particular veneration for 
the iagenions experiments and institutions of his shrewd 
predecessor, and among other things, held the militia 
system in very considerable contempt, which he was often 
beard to call io joke — for he was sometimes fond of a 
joke— Governor Kieft^s broken reed. As, however, the 
present emergency was pressing, he was obliged to avail 
himself of such means of defence as were next at hand, 
and accordingly appointed a general inspection and 
parade of tihe train-bands. But, oh ! Mars and Bellona, 
and all ye other powers of war, both great and small, 
what a turning out was here ! — Here came men without 
officers, and officers without men— long fowling-pieces 
and short blunderbusses— muskets of all sorts and sizes, 
some without bayonets, others without locks, others with- 
out stocks, and many without lock, stock, or barrel.«- 
Cartridge-boxes, shot-belts, powder-horns, swords, hatchets 
snicker-sneet, crow-bars, and broomsticks, all mingled 
higgledy pigglcdy— like one of our continental armies at 
the breaking out of the revolution. 

This sudden transformation of a pacific community into 
a band of warriors is, doubtless, what is meant in modern 
days, by ** putting a nation iu armour,** and *< fixing it in 
an attitude. In which armour and attitude it makes as 
martial a figure, and likely to acquit itself with as much 
prowess, as the renowned Sancho Pan^a, when suddenly 
e«]uippe[| to defend his Island of Barataria. 

Tlie stnrtly Peter eyed this ragged regiment with some 
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such rueful aspect ms a man would eye the devil ^ but 
koowing^, like a wise man, that all he had to do was to 
make the best out of a bad bai^in, he determined to give 
his heroes a seasoning. Having, therefore, drilled them 
through the manual exercise over and over agab, be 
ordered the fifes to strike up a quick march, and trudged 
his sturdy boots backwards and forwards about the streets 
of New Amsterdam, and the fields adjacent* until their 
short 1^^ ached, and their fat sides sweated again. Bat 
thi« was not all ; the martial spirit of the old gorcraor 
caught fire from the sprightly music of the fife, and he 
resolved to try the mettle of his troops, and give then 
a taste of the hardships of iron war. To this end he 
encamped them, as the shades of evening fell, upon a hiH 
formerly called Bunker's Hill, at some distanee from the 
town, with a full intention of initiating them into the dis 
cipline of camps, and of renewing the next day the toils 
anid perils of the field. But so it came to pass, that, is 
the night there fell a great and heavy ram, which de- 
scended in torrents upon the camp, and the mighty army 
strangely melted away before it ; so that when Gaffer 
Phoebus came to shed his morning beams upon the places 
saving Peter Siuyvesant and his trumpeter Van Corlear, 
scarce one was to be found of all the multitude that had 
encamped there the niglit before. 

This awful dissolution of his army would have appalled 
a commander of less nerve than Peter Stuyvesant^ bat 
he couKidcrod it as a matter of but small importance, 
though he henceforward regarded the militia sjrstem with 
ten times greater contempt than ever, and took care to 
provide himself with a good garrison of chosen men, whom 
he kept in pay ; of whom he boasted, that they at least 
possessed the quality, indispensable in soldiers, of being 
tcater-proof. 

The next care of the vigilant Stuyvesaut was to strenghten 
and fortify New Amsterdam. For this purpose he caused 
to be built a strong picket-fence, that reached across the 
island, from river to river, being intended to protect the 
city, not merely from the sudden invasions of foreign 
enemtcff, but likewise fix)in the incursions of th^ neighbour- 
ing savages.* 

* /u flo ai)(i(|uc view of New Xm&Uvd^in^ Ukcu sose yean after 
the above period, w u rc\)VC^«nVtil\oa of \.Vx\« nivW, NiV«>\%>.\«i\Ou(}l 
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Some traditions, it is true, have asci^ibed the building 
of this wall to a later period, but they are wholly incor- 
rect ; for a memorandum iu the Stuyvesant manuscript, 
dated towards the middle of the governor's reign, men- 
tions this wall particularly, as a very strong and curious 
pieces of workmanship, and the admiration of all the 
savages iu the neighbourhood. And it mentions, more* 
over, the alarming circumstance of a drove of stray cows 
bracking through fJie grand wall of a dark night ; by which 
tiie whole community of New Amsterdam was thrown 
into a terrible panic. 

In addition to this great wall, he cast up several out- 
works to Fort Amsterdam, to protect ihe sea-board at the 
point of the island. These consisted of formidable mud- 
natteries, solidly faced, after the manner of the Dutch 
oTcns, common in those days, with clam-shells. 

Tboe frowning bulwarks, in process of time, came to 
he pleasantly overrun by a verdant carpet of grass and 
cloTer, and their high embankments overshadowed by 
wide-spreading sycamores, among whose foliage the little 
birds sported about, rejoicing the ear with their melodious 
notes. The old burghers would repair of an afternoon to 
rauAe their pipes under the shade of their branches, con- 
templating the goldent sun as he gradually sunk into the 
west— an emblem of that tranquil end toward which them- 
•elves were hastening ; while the young men and the 
damsels of the town would take many a moonlight stroll 
aoKing these favourite haunts, watching the silver beams 
of chaste Cynthia tremble along the calm bosom of the 
bay, or light up the white sail of some gliding bark, and 
interchange the honest vows of constant affection. Such 
was the origin of that renowned walk, The Batterr/y 
which, though ostensibly devoted to the purposes of 
war, has ever been consecrated to the sweet delights of 
peace — the favourite walk of declining age — the healthful 
resort of the feeble invalid — the Sunday refreshment of 

•long the conne of Wall Street, so called ia coramemoratioD of tnis 
great bulwark. One gate, called the Laud- Poort, opened upon Broad- 
way, hard by where at present stands the Trinity Church ; and 
another callM the Wafcer-Foort stood about where the Tontine 
ColTee-house is at present, oproiug upon Smits Vleye, or, as it is com- 
monly called. Smith Fly, then a marshy valley, with a creek or inlet 
extending up what we call Maiden Iauc. 
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the dusty tradeBuian — the scene of maoy a boyish gaiu- 
bol — the reiidezvoag of many a tender assignation— tfte 
comfort of the citizen — the ornament of New- York— and 
the pride of the lovely island of Mannahata. 



CHAP. VI. 

How the People of the East Country wen euddenljf 

afflicted with a diabolical evil — arui their judicUmt 

mea*u.rexfor the extirpaiion thereof. 

Having thus provided for the temporary security of 
New Amsterdam, and guaixled it against any sudden sur- 
prise, the gallant Peter took a heaity pinch of snuff, and 
snapping bis fingers, set the great council of Amphyctions 
and their champion the doughty Alicxsander Partridg at 
defiance. It is impossible to say, notwithstanding, what 
might have been the issue of this affair, had not the 
council been all at once involved in sad perplexity, and as 
much dissension sown among its members, as of yore 
was stirred up in the camp of the brawling warriors of 
Greece. 

The council of the league, as I have shown in my last 
chapter, had already announced its hostile determinations, 
and already was the mighty colony of New-Havao and 
the puissant town of Pyquag, otherwise called Weathers- 
field — famous for its onions and witches— and the great 
trading house of Hartford, and all the other redoulSable 
border towns, in a prodigious turmoil, furbishing up their 
rusty fowling-pieces, and shouting aloud for war; by 
which they anticipated easy conquests and gorgeous spoils 
from the little fat Dutch villages. But this joyous brawl- 
ing was soon silenced by the conduct of the colony of 
Massachusetts. Struck with the gallant spirit of the brave 
old Peter, and convinced by the chivalric frankness and 
heroic warmth of his vindication, they refused to believe 
him guilty of the infamous plot most wrongfully laid at 
his door. With a generosity for which 1 would yield (bem 
mimortal honour, they declared that no determination of 
the grand council of the league ahonld bind the general 
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conrt of Massachusetts to join in an offensive war, which 
should appear to such geno'al court to be unjust.*' 

This refusal immediately iuFolved the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts, and the other combined colonies, in yery 
serious difficulties and disputes; and would no doubt 
have produced a dissolution of the confederacy, but that 
the council of Amphyctions, finding that they could not 
stand alone, if mutilated by the loss of so important a 
member as Massachusetts, were fain to abandon for the 
present their hostile machinations against the Manhattoes. 
Sach is the marvellous energy and the puissance of those 
confederacies, composed of a number of sturdy, self-willed, 
discordant parts, loosely banded together by a puny 
general government. As it was, however, the warlike 
towns of Connecticut had no cause to deplore this disap- 
pointment of their martial 'ardour ; for by my faith-- 
thoagfa the combined powers of the league might have been 
too potent, in the end, for the robustous warriors of the 
Manhattoes ; yet, in the interim, would the lion-hearted 
Peter and his myrmidons have choaked the stomachful 
iMToes of Pyquag with their own onions, and have g^ven 
the other little border-towns such a scouring, that I warrant 
they would have had no stomach to squat on the land, or 
tevade the hen-roost of a New Nederlander for a century to 



Indeed there was more than one cause to divert the 
attention of the good people of the east firom their hostile 
murposes; for just about this time were they horribly 
beleagttred and harassed by the inroads of the prince of 
darlown, divers of whose liege subjects they detected 
lurking within their camp, all of whom they incontinently 
roasted as so many spies and dangerous enemies. Not to 
speak in parables, w^ are informed, that at this juncture, 
the New England provinces were exeedingly troubled by 
multitudes of loael witches, who wrought strange devices 
to beguile and distrem the multitude •, and notwithstanding 
numeroas judicious and bloody laws had been enacted 
against all ''solenm conversing or compacting with the 
divil, by way of conjuracion or the likey-f**' yet did the 
dark crime of witchcraft continue to increase to an alarm- 
ing degree that would almost transcend belief, were not 

* Hai. Col. 8. Pap. f New Ply month Record. 
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the tact too well aatbenticated to be even douMed for an 
instant. 

What is particularly worthy of admiration is, that this 
terrible art, which so long has baffled the painful researches 
and abtnise studies of philosophers, astrologers, alchymists, 
theurgists, and other sages, was chiefly confined to the 
most ignorant, decrepid, and ugly old women in the 
community, who had scarcely more Inrains than the broom- 
sticks they rode upon. Where they first acquired then* 
infernal education— whether from the works of the ancient 
theurgists — the demonology of the Egyptians -— the 
belomancy, or diviuation by arrows, of the Scythians— 
the spectrology of the Germans-— the magic of the Persians 
—the enchantment of the Laplanders— or from the archives 
of the dark and mysterious cavoms of the Dom Danidl— 
u a question pregnant with many learned and ingenious 
doubts 'y particularly as most of them were totally unversed 
in the occult mystei'ies of the alphabet. 

When once an alarm is sounded, the public, who love 
dearly to be in a panic, are not long in want of proofe 
to support it. Raise but the cry of yellow fever, and 
immediately every head-ach, and indigestion, and overflow- 
ing of the bile, is pronounced the terrible epidemic. lA 
like manner, in the present instance, whoever was troubled 
with a colic or lumbago was sure to be bewitched, and woe 
to any unlucky old woman that lived in bis neighbourhood. 
Such a howling abomination could not be suffered to 
remain long unnoticed, and it accordingly soon attracted 
the fiery indignation of the sober and reflective part of the 
community, more especially of those, who, whilome, had 
evinced so much active benevolence in the conversicm of 
quakei*s and anabaptists. The grand council of the 
Amphyctions publicly set their faces against so deadly and 
dangerous a sin, and a severe scrutiny took place after those 
nefarious witches, who were easily detected by deviPs 
pinches, black cats, broomsticks, and the circumstance of 
their only being able to weeo three tears, and those out of 
the left eye. 

It is iucredible the number of offences that were detected, 
** for every one of which," says the profound and reverend 
Cotton Mather, in that excellent work, the History of 
New England — " we have such a sufficient evidence that 
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iM reaMmabk man iii this whole country ever did question 
them j and it will be unretuonable to do it in any other ^^ 

Indeed, that authentic and judicious historian, John 
losaelyiiy Gent, furnishes us with unquestionable facts on 
ihn subject. ^ There are none,*' observes he, << that beg 
in this country, but there be witches too many — bottle* 
bellied witches, and others, that produce many strange 
apparitions, if you will believe a report of a shallop at 
sea, manned with women, and of a ship and great red 
hone standing by the mainmast ; the ship being in a small 
cove to the eastward vanished of a sudden,^ &c. 

The number of delinquents, however, and their magical 
devices, were not more remarkable tlmn their diabolical 
obstinacy. Though exhorted in the most solemn, persua- 
sive^ and affectionate manner, to confess themselves guilty, 
and he burnt for the good of religiou and the entertain. 
ment of the public, yet did they most pertinaciously persist 
in asserting their innocence.* . Such incredible obstinacy 
was in itself deserviug of immediate punishment, and was 
sufficient proof, if proof were necessary, that they were 
in league with the devil, who is perverseness itself. But 
their judges were just and merciful, and were determined 
to punish none that were not convicted on the best of 
testimony ; not that they needed any evidence to satisfy 
their own minds, for, like true and experienced judges, 
their minds were perfectly made up, and tliey were 
thoroughly satisfied of the guilt of the prisoners, before 
they proceeded to try them ; but still something was 
nereasary to oonviiicr the community at lai^e — to quiet 
those prying quidnuncs who sliould come after them ; in 
short, the world must be satisfied. Oh the world, the 
world ! — all the world knows the world of trouble the 
wjrld is eternally occasioning I — The worthy judges, there- 
Ibn*, weiie driven to the necessity of sifting, detecting, and 
making evident as noon-day matters which were at the 
commencement all clearly undei-stood and firmly decided 
upon in their own pericrauiuros ; so that it may truly be 
said, that the witches were burned to gratify the populace 
of the day, but were tried for the satisfaction of the 
whole world that sliould come after them ! 

Finding, therefore, that neither exhortation, sound 

* Matiier'i Hist. New £Dg. b. vi. cb. 7. 

h 
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iffMon, nor friendly entreaty, had any arail on thm 
hardened offenders, they resorted to the more urji^t ar^ 
ments of the torture ; and having thus absolutely wnn% the 
truth from their stubborn Hps, they condemned them to 
uuderffo the roasting due unto the heinous crimes they h»A 
confened. Some even carried their penrersenest so fiir it 
to expire under the torture, protesting their innocence to 
the last ; but these were looked upon as thoronghly ud 
absolutely possessed by the devil, and the pions bf- 
standers only lamented that they had not liTed a little 
long^er to have perished in the flames. 

In the city of Ephesus, we are told, that the plaf^ wti 
expelled by stoninjjf a ragged old beggar to death, whoa 
Apollonitts pointed out as lieing the evil spirit that caasei 
it, and who actually showed himself to be a demon, by 
changing into a shaggy dog. In like manner^ and bjf 
measures equally sagacious, a salutary check waa f^veo to 
this growing evil. The witches were all burned, banished, 
or panic-struck, and in a little while there was not aa 
ugly old woman to be found throughout New Enqphnd, 
which is doubtless one reason why all the young womea 
there are so himdsome. Those honest folk who had 
suffered fram tlieir incantations gradually recovered, 
excepting such as had been afflictCMl with twitches aod 
aches, which, however, assumed the leas alarming aspects 
of rheumatisms, sciatics, and lumbagos ; and the good 
people of New England, abandoning the study of the 
occult sciences, turned their attention to the more profitable 
hocus pocus of trade, and soon became expert in the 
legerdemain art of turning a penny. Still, however, a 
tinge of the old leaven is discernible, even unto this day, 
in their characters ; witches occasionally start np amoi^ 
them in different disguises, as physicians, ciriliana, aad 
divines. The people at large show a keenness, a cleverness, 
and a profundity of wisdom, that savours strongly of 
witchcraA ; and it has been remarked, that whenever any 
stones fall from the moon, the . greater part of them are 
sure to tumble into New England. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Wkien records the rise and renown of a valiant Com- 
wumder ; shewing that a Man, tike a bladdery may be 
puffed up to greatness and importunes by mere wind. 

Wbbn treating of those tempestuous times, the unknown 
writer of the Stuyresant manuscript breaks out into a 
vehement apostroplie, in praise of the good St. Nicholas ; 
to whose protecting care he entirely ascribes the strange 
dissensions that broke out in the council of the Amphyc- 
tioBs, and the direful witchcraft that prevailed in the east 
country ; whereby the hostile machinations against the 
Nederlanders were for a time frustrated, and his favourite 
city of New-Amsterdam preserved fix>m imminent peril 
and deadly warfare. Dai'kness and louring superstition 
hung over the fair valleys of the east — the ^ileasant banks 
of the Connecticut no longer echoed with the sounds of 
rustic gaiety— direful phantoms and portentous apparitions 
were seen in the air — gliding spectrums haunted every 
wild brook and dreary glen — strange voices made by view- 
less forms, were heard in desert solitudes — aud the border 
towns were so occupied in detecting and punishing the 
knowing old women that had produced these alarming 
appearances, that for a while the province of Nieuw 
Nederlandts and its inhabitants were totally forgotten. 

The great Peter, therefore, finding that nothing was to 
be immediately apprehended from his eastern neighbours, 
turned himself about, with a praise-worthy vigilance that 
ever distinguished him, to put a stop to the insults of the 
Swedes. These freebooters, my attentive reader will 
recollect, bad begun to be very troublesome towards the 
latter part of the reign of William the Testy, having set 
the proclamations of that doughty little governor at 
naught, and put the intrepid Jan Jansen Alpendam to a 
perfect nonplus! 

Peter Stuyvesant, however, as has already been shown, 

was a governor of different habits and turn of mind. 

Without more ado, he immediately issued orders for 

ai^mg a corps of tixraps to be stationed on the southern 

froatier, under the command of brigadiei>-f^eueral JacobuH 

t % 
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Von Poffenbuqirb. This illustrious wairior had rii 
great importance during the reign of Wilhelmus I 
and, if histories speak true, was second in command ' 
hapless Van Curlet, when he and his ragged regiment 
inhumanly kicked out of Fort Good Hope by the Yu 
In consequence of having been in such a <<mem< 
affair,^' and of having received more wounds on a o 
honourable part, that shall be nameless, than any < 
comrades, be was ever after considered as a hero, wli 
" seen some service." Certain it is, he enjoyed 
unlimited confidence and friendship of William the T 
who would sit for hours, and listen with wonder to hii 
powder narratives of surprising victories — he had 
gained; and dreadful battles — from which he hai 
away ; and the governor was once heard to declare^ 
had he lived in ancient times, he might unquestio 
have claimed the armour of Achilles — being not n 
like Ajax, a mighty blustering man of battle ; but i 
cabinet a second Ulysses, that is to say, very vaiia 
speech, and long winded — all which, as nobody id 
Amsterdam knew aught of the ancient heroes in que 
passed totally uncontradicted. 

It was tropically observed by honest old Socrates 
lieaven had iufused into some men at tlieir birth a pi 
of intellectual gold ; into others, of intellectual si 
while others were bounteously furnished out with i 
dance of brass and iron. Now, of this last claw 
undoubtedly the great General Von Poffeuburgb, 
from the display he continually made thereof, 1 am io< 
to think that dame Nature, who will sometimes be ps 
bad blessed him with enough of those valuable mat 
to have fitted up a dozen ordinary braziers. But w' 
most to be admired is, that he contrived to pass off a 
brass and copper upon Wilhelmus Kieft, who was no 
judge of base coin, as pure and genuine gold. The 
sequence was, that upon the resignation of Jacobus 
Curlet, who, after the loss of Fort Goed Hoop, rcturec 
a veteran genera), to live undci* the shade of his lai 
the mighty << copper captain" was promoted to hissti 
This he tilled with great importance, always styling 
self <^ commander-in-chief of the armies of the 
iVelber)a«idlS5" though, to tell the truth, the armic 
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nther armyy coMistcd of a handful of hen-stealiiig, bottle- 
bniwhig ragunaffiuB. 

Such was the character of the wamor appointed by 
Peter Stuyvesant to defend his southern frontier ; nor may 
it be uninteresting to my reader to hare a glimpse of his 
person. He was notTery tall, but notwithstanding, a huge 
AUI-bodied man, whose bulk did not so much arise from 
kis being fat as windy ; being so completely inflated with 
Ins own Msportance, that be resembled one of those bags 
of wind which ^Eolus, in an incredible fit of generosity, 
gave to that wandering warrior Ulysses. 

His dress comported with this character, for he had 
almost as much brass and copper without, as Nature had 
stored away within. His coat was crossed and slashed, 
aad carboindoed with stripes of copper lace, and swathed 
nwnd the body with a crimson sash, of the size and 
tfextnre of a fishing net, doubtless to keep his valiant heart 
from bursting through bis ribs. His head and whiskers 
were profusely powdered, from the midst of which his 
AiU blooded fiice glowed like a fiery fumaot; and his 
■Mgnaminous soul seemed ready to bounce out at a pair of 
lar^ glassy blinking eyes, which projected like those of a 
lobster. 

I swear to thee, worthy reader, if repoK belie not this 
warrior, 1 would give all the money in my pocket to nave 
seen him accoutred cap-i-pie in martial aiTay—boottxl to 
the middle — sashed to the chin — collared to the ears- 
whiskered to the teeth — crowned with an overshadowing 
cocked hat, and' girded with a leathern belt leu incb^ 
bruad, from which trailed a falchion, of a length that I dare 
■ot mention. Thus equipped^ he strutted about as bitter 
looking a man of war as the fiir famed More of More- 
Hall, when he sallied forth, armed at all points, to slay the 
dragon of Wantley.* 

Notwithstanding all the great endowments and trans- 

* ■* Had yon bat seen bim in this dress, 
How fierce he looked and bow big^; 
You would have thought him for to be 
Some Egyptian Porcupig. 

" He frighted all caU dogs and all, 
Each cow, each horse, and each hog ; 

For fear they did flee, for thry took biiu to be 
Some strange outlandish hcd{(c.ho|(." 
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Cendant qualities of this renowned general, T must con- 
fess he was not exactly the kind of man that the gallant 
Peter would have chosen to command h^s troops — but the 
truth is, that in those day:) the province did not abound, 
as at present, in g^reat military characters ; who, like so 
many Cincinnatuses, people every little village — mar- 
shalling out cabbages instead of soldiers, and signalizing 
themselves in the corn-field instead of the field of battle : 
who have surrendered the toils of war for the moi'e useful 
but inglorious arts of peace ! and so blended the laurel 
with the olive, that you may have a general for a landlord, 
a colonel for a stage-drivci*, and your horse shod by a 
valiant << captain of volunteers." — Neither had Peter 
Stuyvesant an opportunity of choosing, like modern rulers, 
from a' loyal band of editors of newspapers— no roentioo 
being made in the histories of the times of any such class 
of mercenaries being retained in pay by government, either 
as trumpetei's, champions, or body guards. The redoubt- 
able General Von PofTenburgh, therefore, was appointed 
to the command of the new levied troops, chiefly because 
there were no competitors for the station, and partly 
because it would have been a breach of military etiquette, 
to have appointed a younger officer over his head— ^a 
injustice which the great Peter would have rather died than 
have committed. 

No sooner did this thrice valiant copper captain receive 
marching orders, than he conducted his army undauntedly 
to the southern frontier ; through wild lands and savage 
deserts, over insurmountable mountains, across impassaUe 
floods, and through impenetrable forests; encountering 
more perils, according to his own account, than did ever 
the great Xenophon in his far famed retreat with his ten 
thousand Grecians. All this accomplished, he establiished 
on the South (or Delaware) river a redoubtable redoubt, 
named Fort Casimir, in honour of a favouiite pair of 
brimstone-coloured trunk breeches of the governor. As 
this fort will be found to give rise to very important and 
interesting events, it may be worth while to notice, that it 
was afterwards called Nieuw-Amstel, and was the original 
germ of the present flourishing town of New-Castle, an 
appellation erroneously substituted for No Castle^ thei*e 
Aeitber being nor never having been a castle or any thing 
of the kiml upon the prevnvscs. 
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The Swedes did liot suffer tamely this menacing move- 
■eut of the Nederlanders j on the contrary Jan PrintZy at 
that time governor of New Sweden, issued a protest against 
what be termed an encroachment upon his jurisdiction. 
But the valiant Von Poffenburgh had become tiM> well 
versed in the nature of proclamations and protests, while he 
lerved under William the Testy, to be in any wise daunted 
by such paper warfare. His fortress being finished, it 
would have done any man's heart good lo behold into 
vfaat a' magnitude he immediately swelled. He would 
itride in and out a dozen times a day, surveying it ita front 
and in rear ; on this side and on that. — ^Then would he 
dress himself in full regimentals, and strut backwards 
and forwards, for hours together, on the top of his little 
rampart — like a vain-glorious cock-pigeon vapouring on 
the top of his coop. In a word, unless my readers have 
noticed, with curious eye, the petty commander of one of 
oar little, snivelling, military posts, swelling with alt the 
vanity of new regimentals, and tlie pomposity derived from 
commanding a handful of tatterdemalions, I despair of 
giving them any adequate idea of the prodigious dignity of 
General Von Poffenbursh. 

It is recorded in the delectable romance of Pierce Forest, 
that a young knight, being dubbed by king Alexander, did 
incontinently gallop into an adjoining forest, and be- 
laboured the trees with such might and main that the 
whole court was convinced that he was the most potent 
and courageous gentleman on the face of the earth. In like 
manner the great Von Poffenburgh would ease off that 
valorous spleen, which like wind is so apt to g^w unruly 
ia the stomachs of new made soldiers, impelling them to 
box-lobby brawls, and broken headed quarrels.— For at such 
tmies, when he found his martial spirit waxing hot within 
him, be would prudently sally forth into the fields, and 
lagging out his' trusty sabre, would lay about bim most 
lustily, decapitating cabbages by platoons ; hewing 
down whole phalanxes of sun-fiowers, which he termed 
gigantic Swedes ; and if, peradveuture, he espied a colony 
of' honest big-belled pumpkins quietly basking themselves 
io the sun, ** Ah, caitiff Yankees," would he roar, << have 
I caught ye at last !'* — so saying, with one sweep of h\% 
swurd, be would cleave the unhappy vegetables front their 
chius to their waistbands: by which warlike havoc his 
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cAolcr beiDf in •ome sort allayed^ he would return to his 
l^arriMMi with a fall convictioiiy tint he was a very miracle 
of military firoweas. 

The next ambition of CJeneral Von Pbffenbnrgh was to 
he thought a strict disciplnMuian. Well knowinjr that 
discipline is the soul of all military eoterprise, he enforced 
it with the most ri|:oron8 precision ; obliging every mac 
to turn out hw toes, and hold up his head on parade ; and 
prescribing the breadth of their ruffles to all such as had 
any shirts to their backs. 

Having one day, in the course of his devout researches 
in the Bible (for the pious iEneas himself could not exceed 
him in outward religion,) encountered the history of 
Absalom and his mehmcfaoly end, the general, in an evil 
hour, issued orders for cropping the hair of both officers 
and men diroughout the garrbon. Now it came to pass, 
that among his officers was one Kilaermeester; a sturdy 
veteran who had cherished, through the course of a long 
life, a rugged mop of hair, not a little resembling the 
shag of a Newfoundland dog ; terminating with an im- 
moderate queue, like the tundle of a frying-pan ; and 
queued so tightly to his head, that his eyes stud mouth 
generally stocxi ajar, and his eyebrows were drawn up to 
the top of his forehead. It may naturally be supposed 
that the possessor of so goodly an appendage would resist 
with abhorrence an order condemning it to the shears — 
Samson himself could not have held his locks more sacred*^ 
and on hearing the genera] orders, he discharged a tempest 
of veteran, soldier-like oaths, snd dunder and blixums 
— swore he would break any man^s head who attempted 
to meddle with his tail — queued it stiffer than ever, and 
whisked it about the g^arrison as fiercely as the tail of a 
crocodile. 

The eel-skin queue of old Kildermeester became in- 
stantly an affair of the utmost importance. The com- 
mander-in-chief was too enlightened an officer not to 
perceive that the discipline of the garrison, the subordina- 
tion and good order of the armiei of the Nieuw Neder- 
landts, the consequent safety of the whole province^ and 
ultimately the dignity and prosperity of their high mighti- 
nesses, the lords states-general, but above all, the dignity 
of the great General Von Poffenburgh — all imperiously 
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fore determined that old Kildermeester sboald be publicly 
diorn of bis glories ia presence of tbe whole garrison— 
the old man as resolutely stood on the defensive — whereupcm 
the general, as became a great n»n, was highly exasperated, 
and the offender was arrested and tried by a court martial 
for mutiny, desertion, and s\\ the other list of offences 
noticed in the articles of war, ending with a '* videlicet, in 
wearing an eel-skin queue, three feet long, contrary to 
orders/* — ^Then came on arraignments, and trials, and 
pleadings, and the whole country was in a ferment about this 
nnfortunate queue. As it is irell known that the com- 
mander of a distant frontier post has the power of acting 
pretty much after his own will, there is little doubt but that 
tlie veteran would have been hanged, or shot at least, bad 
be not luckily fallen ill of a fever, through mere chagrin 
and morti6cation-^nd most flagitiously deserted from 
earthly command, with his beloved locks unviolatcd. 
His obstinacy remained unshaken to the very last moment, 
when be directed that he should be carried to his grave 
with his eeUskin queue sticking out of a hole in his coffin. 
This magnanimous affair obtained the general great 
credit as an excelleul'disciplinarian, but it is hinted that 
he was ever after subject to bad dreams, and fearful 
visitations in the night — when the grisly spectrum of old 
Kildermeester would stand seqtinel by the liedside, ei*ect 
tt a pump, his enormous queue strutting out like the 
iiadle. 
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BOOK SIXTH. 

CONTAINING THE SECOND PART OP THE REIGN OF 

PETER THE HEADSTRONG, AND HIS GALLANT 

ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE DELAWARE. 



CHAP. I. 

In which U exhihiied a warlike Portrait of the great Pder 
-—aud h4no General Von Poffenburgh dUtmguUhed hiwu^ 

at Fort Caeimir. 

Hitherto, most venerable and courteous reader, have 
I shown thee the administration of the valoroiis StuyTe^ant, 
under the mild moonshine of peace, or rather the grim 
tranquillity of awfiit expectation ; but now the war-dram 
rumbles from afar, the brazen trumpet brays its thrilling 
note, and the rude clash of hostile arms speaks fearfiil 
prophecies of coming troubles. The gallant warrior starts 
from soft repose, from golden visions, and voluptaous ease; 
where, in the dulcet ^ piping time of peace,** he sought 
sweet solace afler all his toils. No more in beauty^s siren 
lap reclined, he weaves fair garlands for bis lady*s brows ; 
no more entwines with flowers bis shining sword ; nor 
through the livelong lazy summer^s day chants forth his 
love-sick soul in madrift als. To manhood roused, he spurns 
the amorous flute ; dofls from bis brawny back the robe of 
peace, and clothes his pampered limbs in panoply of steel. 
0*er his dark brow, where late the myrtle wav^— where 
wanton roses breathed enervate love— be rears the beaming 
casque and nodding plume ; grasps the bright shield, and 
shakes the ponderous lance*, or mounts with eager pride 
his fiery steed, and bums for deeds of glorious chivalry ! 

But soft, worthy reader ! 1 would not have you imagine, 
that any preux chevalier thus hideously begirt w\th iroo« 
existed in the city of New-Amsterdam. This is bat a 
lofty and gigantic mode in which heroic writers always 
talk of war, thereby to give it a noble and imposing aspect, 
equipping our warriors with bucklers, belmsy ai^ lances, 
and bttch like outlandish aud oWAeX,^ \<«».vwds the like 
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which perchance they had never seen or heard of; in the 
Mime manner that a cunning statuary arrays a modern 
general or an admiral in the accoutrements of a Caesar or 
an Alexander. The simple truth then of all this orato- 
rical flouriflfa is this— that the valiant Peter Stuyvesaut, all 
of a sudden, found it necessary to scour his trusty blade, 
wluch too long had rusted in its scabbai-d, and pi«pare 
himadf to undergo those hardy toila of war, in which his 
mighty soul so much delighted. 

Methinks 1 at this moment behold him in my imagina- 
tion—or rather, 1 behold his goodly portrait, which still 
hangs up in the family mansion of the Stuy vesants, arrayed 
in «11 the terrors of a ti*ue Dutch general. His regimental 
coat of German blue, gorgeously decorated wiih a goodly 
show of large brass buttons, reaching from his waistband 
to his chin. The volummous skirts turned up at the 
comers, and separating gallantly behind, so as to display 
the seat of a sumptuous pair of brimstone-coloured trunk 
breeches— a graceful style still prevalent among the 
warriors of our day, and which is in conformity to the 
custom of ancient heroes, wlio scorned to defend themselves 
in rear. His face rendei^ exceedingly terrible and warlike 
by a pair of black mustachios ; his hair strutting out on 
each side in stiffly pomatumed ear-locks, and descending in 
a rat-tail queue below his waist j a shining stock of black 
leather supporting his chin, and a little, but fierce cocked 
hat stuck with a gallant and fiery air over his left eye. 
Such was the chivalric part of Peter the Headstrong ; and 
when he made a sudden halt, planting himself firmly on 
his solid supporter, with his wooden leg inlaid with silver, 
a little in advance, in order to strengthen his position, his 
right hand grasping a gold-headed cane, his left resting 
upon the pummel ofhis sword ; his head dressing, spiritedly 
to the nghl, with a most appalling and hanl favoured 
frown upon his brow— he presented altogether one of the 
most commanding, bitter looking, and soldierlike figures, 
that ever strutted upon oanvass. Proceed we now to 
enquire the cause of this warlike preparation. 

The encroaching disposition of the Swedes, on the south 
or Delaware river, has been duly recorded in the chronicles 
of the reign of William the Testy. These encroachments, 
having bSsa endured with that heroic magnanimity which 
is the comer stone, or according to Aristotle, the Ucthaaad 
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iKii|[;bbottr of true courage, had been repeated and wickedly 
a§;graTatjGd* 

The Swedes, who were of that clam of cunning pre^eii^- 
ders to Christianity, who read the bible upside down^ 
whenever it interferes with their interests, inverted the 
golden maxim ; and when their neighbour suffered them 
to smite him on the one cheek, they generally smote him 
on the other also, whether turned to them or not. Their 
repeated aggressions had been among the numerous sources 
of vexation that conspii'cd to keep Uie irritable sensibilities 
of Wilhelmus Kieft in a constant fever ; and it was only 
owing to the unfortunate circumstance that he had always 
a hundred things to do at once, that he did not take sudi 
unrelenting vengeance as their offences merited. But 
they had now a chieftain of a different character to deal 
with ; and they were soon guilty of a piece of treachery, 
that threw his honest blood in a ferment, and precluded 
all further sufferance. 

Prints, the governor of the province of New Sweden, 
being either deceased or removed, for of this fact some 
uncertainty exists, was succeeded by Jan Risingh, a 
gigantic Swede; and who, had he not been rather knock- 
kneed and splay-footed, might have served for the model 
of a Samson or a Hercules. He was no less rapacious 
than mighty, and withal as crafty as he was rapacious ; so 
that, in fact, there is very little doubt, had he lived some 
four or five centuries before, he would have been one of 
those wicked giants, who took such a cruel pleasure in 
pocketing distressed damsels, when gadding about the 
world ; and locking them up in enchanted castles, without 
a toilette, a change of linen, or any other convenience. In 
consequence of these enormities, they fell under the high 
displeasure of chivalry, and all true, loyal, and gallant 
knights were instructed to attack and slay outright any 
miscreant they might happen to find, above six feet high^ 
which is doubtless one reason that the race of larg^ men 
is nearly extinct, and the generations of latter ages so 
exceeding small. 

No sooner did Governor Risingh enter upon his office, 

than he immediately cast his eyes upon the important post 

of Fort Casimir, and fonned the righteous resolution of 

takiag it into possession. The only thing that remained 

to coaaider was the mode of c«!rn|\ik^ \vc& t^wAMlVou into 
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effect : and here 1 miut do him the justice to say, that he 
exhibited a humanity rarely to be met with among leaders, 
and which 1 have never seen equalled in modem times, 
excepting among the English, in their glorious affair at 
Copenhagen. WilUng to spare the effusion of blood and 
the miseries of open warfare, he benevolently shunned 
every thing like avowed hostility or regular siege, and 
resorted to the less glorious but more merciful expedient 
of treachery. 

Under pretence, therefore, of paying a neighbourly 
visit to General Von Poffenbui^h, at his new post oif 
Fort Casimir, he made requisite preparation, sailed in 
great state up the Delaware, displayed his flag with the 
most ceremonious punctilio, and honoured the fortress 
with a royal salute, previous to dropping anchor. The 
nnnsual noise awakened a veteran Dutch sentinel, who 
was napping faithfully at hb post, and who having suf. 
fered bis match to go out, contrived to return the com- 
pliment, by discharging bis rusty musket with the spark 
of a pipe, which he borrowed from one of his comrades. 
The salute indeed would have been answered by the 
guns of the fort, had they not unfortunately been out of 
order, and the magazine deficient in ammunition — acci- 
dents to which forts have in all ages been liable, and 
which were the more excusable in the present instance, 
as Fort Casimir had only been erected about two years, 
and General Von Puffenburgh, its mighty commander, 
had been fiiUy occupied with matters of much greater 
importance. 

Risingh, highly satisfied with this courteous reply to 
his salute, treated the fort to a second, for he well knew 
its commander was marvellously delighted with these 
little ceremonials, which he considered as so many acts 
of homage paid to his greatness. He then landed in 
great state, attended by a suite of thirty men-— a prodigious 
and vain-glorious retinue, for a. petty governor of a petty 
settlement, in those days of primitive simplicity ; and to 
the full as great an army as generally swells the pomp 
and marcJiet in the rear of our m>ntier commanders at the 
present day. 

The number in (act might have awakened suspicion, had 
not the mind of the great Von Poftenburgh been so com- 

T 
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pletely engrowed with an alkpervading ulea of himself, 
that be had not room to admit a thougfht besides. In 
fact he considered the concourse of Risingh^s followers as 
a compliment to himself-HSo apt are great men to stand 
between ihemseWes and the sun, and completely eclipse 
the truth by their own shadow. 

It may readily be imagined how much General Von 
Poffenbiirgh was flattered by a visit from so august a 
personage ; his only embarrassment was, how he should 
receive him in such a manner as to appear to the greatest 
advantage, and make the most advantageous impression. 
The main guard was ordered immediately to turn out, 
and the arms and regimentals (of which the garrison 
possessed full half a dozen suits) were equally distributed 
among the soldiers. One tall lank fellow appeared in a 
coat intended for a small man, the skirts of which reached 
a little below his waist, the buttons were between his 
shoulders, and the sleeken half way to his wrists, so that 
his bands looked like a couple of huge spades ; and the 
coat not being large enough to meet in front, was linked 
together by loops, made of a pair of red worsted garters. 
Another hw\ an old cocked hat, stuck on the back of his 
head, and decorated with a bunch of cock*s tails— a third 
had a pair of rusty gaiters hanging about his heels — ^while 
a fourth, who was a short duck-legged little Trojan, was 
equipped in a huge pairof the generaPs cast-off breeches, 
which he held up with one hand, while he grasped his 
firelock with the other. The rest were accoutred in simi- 
lar style, excepting three graceless ragamuffins, who bad 
no shirts, and but a pair and half of breeches between 
them, wherefore they were sent to the black-hole, to keep 
them out of view. There is nothing in which the talents 
of a prudent commander are more completely testified 
than in thus setting matters off to the greatest advantage; 
and it is for this reason that our frontier posts at the 
present day (that of Niagara for example) display their 
best suit of regimentals on the back of the sentinel who 
stands in sight of travellers. 

His men being thus gallantly arrayed,*— those who 

lacked muskets shouldering spades and pickaxes, and 

every man being ordered to tuck in bis shirt tail and pull up 

bis brogues, General Yon Voffenburgh first took a sturdy 
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draught of foaming ale^ which, like the magnanimous 
More of More-hall *9 was hn invai-iable practice on all 
great occanoBs; which done, he put himself at their head, 
ordered the pine planks, which served as a drawbridge, 
to be laid down, and issued forth from bis castle, like a 
mighty giant, just refreshed with wine. But when the 
two heroes met, theu began a sc^ne of warlike parade and 
chivalric courtesy that beggars all description. Risingh, 
who, as 1 before hinted, was a shrewd, cuuning politician, 
and had grown grey much before bis time, in consequence 
of his craftiness, saw at one glance the ruling passion of 
the great Von Pofienburgb, and humoured him in all his 
valoroiM fantasies. 

Their detachments were accordingly drawn up in fix>nt 
of each other j they carried arms, and they presented arms j 
they gave the standing salute and the passing salute :— 
they rolled their drums, they flourished their fifes, and 
they waved their colours— they faced to the left, and they 
faced to the right, and they faced to the right about :— 
they wheeled forward, and they wheeled backward, and 
they wheeled into ^dk«loii:— they marched, and they coun- 
ter-marched, by grand divisions, by single divisions, and 
by subdivisions-— by platoons, by sections, and by files— 
ia quick time, in slow time, and in no time at all : for, 
having gone through all the evolutions of two great armies, 
including the eighteen manoeuvres of Dundas; having 
exhanst«l all that they could recollect or imagine of mili- 
tary tactics, including sundry strange and irregular evolu- 
tions, the like of which were never seen before or since, 
excepting among certain of our newly raised militia— the 
two great commanders and their respective troops came at 
length to a dead halt, completely exhausted by the toils 
of war. Never did two valiant train-band captains, or 
two buskined theatric heroes, in the renowned ti-agedies of 
Pixarro, Tom Thumb» or any other heroical and fighting 
tragedy, marshal their galtows-looking, duck-legged, 
beavy-heeled myrmidons, with more glory and self-admi- 
ration. 

military compliments being finished, General Von 



a* soon M lie roi^ 



To make liim strong and niightv. 
He drank, by the tale, six pots of ale, 
And a quart of aqua vita*." 

T % 
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Poffeolnirgh escorted bis illustrious visitor, with 
ceremony, into the fort; attended him througfaoi 
fortifications ; sliowed him the horn-works, crown-* 
half-moons, and various other out- works ; or ratb 
places wWe they ought to be erected ; and when 
might be erected if he pleased ; plainly demonsl 
that it was a place of << great capability,** and tho< 
present but a little redoubt, yet that it evidently 
formidable fortress in embryo. This survey over, fa 
had the whole garrison put under arms, exercise 
reviewed, and concluded by ordering the three bri 
birds to be hauled out of the black hole, brought 
the halberts, and soundly flogged for the amusen 
liis visritor, and to convince him that he was a gi*eat 
plinarian. 

There is no error more dangerous than for a comn 
to make known the strength, or as, in the present 
the weakness of his garrison ; this will be exem 
before 1 have arrived to an end of my present story, 
thus carries its moral, like a roasted goose his pudd 
the very middle. The cunning Risingb, while he pre 
to be struck dumb outright, with the puissance • 
great Von PofTcnburgh, took silent note of the inc 
tency of bis garrison, of which he gave a hint to his 
followers, who tipped each other the wink, and la 
most obstreperously— in their sleeves. 

The inspection, review, and flogging, being cone 
the party adjourned to the table ; for among bis 
great qualities, the general was remarkably addici 
huge entertainments, or rather carousals ; and in one 
noon's campaign would leave more dead men on th 
than he ever did in -the whole course of his m 
career. Alany bulletins of these bloodless victor 
still remain on record ; and the whole province wa> 
thrown in amaze by the return of one of his camp 
wherein it was stated, that though, like Captain B4 
he had only twenty men to back him, yet, in the 
space of six months, he had conquered and utter!] 
hilated. sixty oxen, ninety hogs, one hundred shee] 
thousand cabbages, one thousand bushels of potatoe 
hundred- and fifty kilderkins of small beer, two the 
sarea hundred and thirty-five pipes, seventy-eight | 
of sugar plums, and forty bars of \vQn^ besides f 
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MiaU meatfly game, poulti7, and gardeu stuff. An 
achievement unparallekid since the days of Pantagruel 
and his all-devouring army ; and which showed that it 
was only necessary to let bellipotent Von Poffenburgh 
and hb garrison loose fan an enemy's country, and in a 
little while they would breed a iamine, and starve 4II the 
inhabitants. 

No sooner, t&erefore, had the general received the tirst 
intimation of the visit of Governor Risingh, than he 
ordered a great dinner to be prepared ; and privately sent 
o«t a detachment of his most experienced veterans to 
rob all the hen-roosts in the neighbourhood, and lay the 
p^^-sties nnder contribution — a service to which they had 
been long inured. Mid which they discharged with such 
incredible zeal and promptitude, that the garrison table 
groaned under the weight of their spoils. 

I wish, with all my heart, my readers could see the 
valiant Von Poffenburgh, as he presided at the head of the 
banquet* It was a sight worth beholding :— there he sat, 
in bis p^reatest glory, surrounded by his soldiers, like that 
famous wine-bibber, Alexander, whose thirsty virtues he 
did most ably imitate; telling astounding stories of his 
hair-breadth adventures and heroic exploits, at which, 
though all his auditors knew them to be most incontinent 
and outrageous gasoonadoes, yet did they cast up their 
eyes in admiration, and utter many inteijections of asto- 
nisbment. Nor could the geneial pronounce any thing 
that bore the remotest semblance to a juke but the stout 
Risingh wonKl -ctrike his brawny fist upon the table, till 
every glass rattled again, throwing himself back in his 
chair, and uttering gigantic peals of laughter, swearing 
BHMt horribly it was the best joke he ever heard in his life. 
Thus all was root and revdry and hideous carouMil within 
Fort Casimir; and so lustily did Von Poffenburgh ply 
the bottle that In less than four short hours he made him- 
self and hb whole garrison, who all sedulously emulated 
the deeds of their chieftain, dead drunk, in singing songs, 
qwUfing hampers, and drinking patriotic toasts, none of 
which ^t was as long as a Welsh pedigree, or a plea in 



No sooner did things come to this pass than the crafty 
Risingfa and hb Swedes, who had cunningly kept them- 
sdref foba> ro§e on their enUvVviVivcv^) WcAl >^c:cci Tw^Ok ^^ci^ 
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heels, and took furmal possession of the fort, and all its 
dependencies, ia the name of Queen Christina of Sweden ; 
administering, at the same time, an oath of all^iance to 
all the Dntch soldiers who could be made sober enough 
to swallow it. Risingh then put the fortifications in order, 
appointed his discreet and vigilant friend Suen Scutz, 
a tall, wind-dried, water-drinking Swede, to the com- 
mand ; and departed, bearing with him this truly amiable 
garrison and their puissant commander, who, when brought 
to himself by a soun<l drubbing, bore no little 'resemblance 
to a " deboshed fish,*' or bloated sea monster, caught upon 
dry land. 

The transportation of the garrison was done to prevent 
the transmission of intelligence to New-Amsterdam ; for 
much as the cunAing Risingh exulted in his stratagem, he 
dreaded the vengeance of the sturdy Peter Stuyvi'sant, 
whose name spread as much terror in the neighbourhood 
as did whilom that of the unconquerable Scandebeg among 
his scurvy enemies the Turks. 



CHAP. II 

Showing how prqfimnd Secrets are often brought to Ughi; 

with the proceedings of Peter the Headstrongy when he 

heard of the misfortune of General Von Poffenburgh, 

Whoever first described common fame, or rumour, as 
belonging to the sagei* sex, was a very owl for shrewd- 
ness. She has in truth certain feminine qualities to an 
astonishing degree ; particularly that benevolent anxiety 
to take care of the affairs of others, which keeps her 
continually hunting after secrets, and gadding about 
proclaiming them. ^Whatever is done openly, and in the 
face of the world, she takes but transient notice of; but 
whenever a transaction is done in a corner, and attempted 
to be shrouded in mystery, then her goddesship is at her 
wit's end to find it out, and takes a most mischievous and 
lady-like pleasure in publishing it to the world. It is this 
truly feminine propensity that induces her continually to 
Ibe prying into cabinets of princes, listening at the key- 
holcB of senate chamberB, and v^enn^ VYsqw^W chinks and 
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ci-aanies wben our worthy congress are sittiug with closed 
doors, deliberatiDg between a dozen excellent modes of 
roining the nation. It is this which makes her so obnoxi- 
ous to all wary statesmen and intriguing commanders— ^ 
such a stumbling-block to private negociations and secret 
expeditions, which she often betrays by means and iustru- 
meuts which never would have been thought of by any but 
a female head. 

Thus it was in the case of the affair of Fort Casimir. 
No doubt the cunning Risingh imagined that, by secuiing 
the garrison, he should for a long time prevent the history 
of its fate from reaching the ears of the gallant Stuyve- 
sant ; but his exploit was blown to the world when he 
least expected it, and by one of the last beings he would 
ever have suspected of enlisting as trumpeter to the wide- 
mouthed deity. 

This was one Dirk Schuiler (or Skulker), a kind of 
hanger-on to the garrison, who seemed to belong to 
nobody, and in a manner to be self-outlawed. He was 
one of those vagaboud cosmopolites, who shark about the 
world as if they had no right or business in it *, and who 
infest the skirts of society, like poachers and interlopers. 
Every g^arrison and country village has one or more scape- 
goats 6€ this kind, whose life is a kind of enigma, whose 
existence is without motive, who comes from the Lord 
knows where, who lives the Lord knows how, and seems 
to be made for no other earthly purpose but to keep up the 
ancient and honourable order of idleness. This vagrant' 
philosopher was supposed to have some Indian blood 
m bis veins, which was manifested by a certain Indian 
complesLion and cast of countenance j but more especially 
by his propensities and habits. He was a tall, lank 
fellow, swift of foot, and long-winded. He was generally 
equipped in a half Indian dress, with belt, leggings, and 
moccasons. His hair hung in straight gallows locks 
about his ears, and added not a little to his sharking 
demeanour. It is*an old remark, that persons of Indian 
mixture are half civilized, half savage, and half devil ; a 
third half being expressly provided for their patticular 
convenience. Jt is for similar reasons, and probably with 
equal truth, that the back-wood men of Kentucky are 
styled half man, half horse, and half alligator, by Uit 
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settlers ou the Miaammppi^ and beM accordingly iu great 
respect and abburrence. 

lite above character may have presenfed toelf to the 
f^arriaon as applicable to Dirk Schuiler, whom they tami- 
liarly dabbed Gallows Dirk. Certain it is, be acknow- 
led^ed allegiance to no one— was an utter enemy to work, 
holding it in no manner of estimation ; but lounged about 
the furt, depending upon chance for a subsistence, getting 
drunk whenerer he could get liquor, and stealing what- 
ever he could by his hands on. Every day or two he 
was sure to get a sound ri(>-roa8ting for some of his mis- 
demeanours, which, however, as it broke no bones, he 
made very light of, and scrupled not to repeat die offence 
whenever another opportunity presented. Sometimes, in 
consequence of some flagrant villainy, he would abscond 
from the garrison, and be absent for a month at a time ; 
skulking about the woods and swamps, with a long fowl- 
ing-piece on his shoulder, laying in ambuGAi for game, or 
squatting himself down on the edge of a pond catching 
iish for hours together, and bearing no little resemblance 
to that notable bird ycleped the Mud-poke. When he 
thought his crimes had been forgotten or lorgiVen, be 
would sneak back to the fort with a bundle of skins, or a 
bunch of poultry, which perchance he had ^olen, and 
would exchange them for liquor, with which, having well 
soaked his carcass, he would lay in the sun and ei^oy 
all the luxurious indolence of that swinish philofcopfaer 
Diogenes.- He was the terror of all the farm-yards in 
the country, into which he made fearful inroads; and 
sometimes he would make his sudden appearance at the 
gaiTison at day-break, wifli the whole neighbourhood at 
his heel:*, like a scoundrel thief of a iox, detected in his 
maraudings, and hunted to his hole. Sudi was this Dirk 
Schuilerj and from the total indiffei'ence he showed to 
the world or its concerns, and from his truly Indian 
stoicism and taciturnity, no one would ever have dreamed 
that lie would have been the publisher of the treachery 
of Risingh. 

When the oai'ousal was going on, which proved so fatal 

<o the brave Von Poffenburgh and his watchful garrison, 

Dirk akulked about from room to room, being a kind 

iff pvivikgwi vagrant or useless hound, whom nobody 
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ed. BiC chough a fellow of few words, yet, like 

taciturn people, his eyes aad ears were always open, 

in the course of his pruwiings he overheard the whole 

. of the Swedes. Dirk immediately settled in his own 

id how he should turn the matter to his own advantage. 

played the perfect jack-of-both-sides ; that is to say, 

made a prize of every thing that came in his reach, 

abed both parties, stuck the copper-bound cocked hat 

the puissant Van Poffenburgh on his head, whipped a 

ice pair of Risingh^s jack-bcK>ts under bis arm, and took 

I nis heels just before the catastrophe and confusion at 

te garrison. 

Finding himself completely d'lslodged fi-om his haunt ia 
(bb quarter, he directed his flight towards his native place, 
New-Amsterdamr, from whence he had formerly been 
obliged to abscond precipitately, in consequence of mis- 
fortune in business, that is to aay, having been detected 
ia the act of sheep-stealing. After wandering many days 
in the woods, toiling through swamps, fording brooks, 
swimming various rivers, and encountering a world of 
hardships, that would have killed any other being but an 
Indicm, a back-wood man, or the devil ; he at length 
arrived, half-famished, and lank as a starved weasel, at 
Communipaw, where he stole a canoe, and paddled over 
to New Amsterdam. Immediately on landing, he repaired 
to Governor Stuyvesant, and in more words than he had 
ever spoken before in the whole ooucse of his lif(^ gave an 
account of the disastrous affair. 

On receiving these direful tidings, the valiant Pttcr 
started from his seat, as did the stout King Arthur when 
at '< merry Carleile," the news was brought him of the 
uncourteous misdeeds of the '* grim barooe^* — without 
uttering a word, he dashed the pipe he was smoking against 
the back of the chimney, thrust a prodigious quid of 
negro-bead tobacco into his left cheek, pull^ up his galli- 
gaskins, and strode up and down the room, humming, ii 
was customary with him when iu a passion, a hideoof 
MNTtb-wcst ditty. But, as 1 have before shown, he wai 
not a man to vent his spleen in idle vapouring. His fin 
measure after the paroxysm of wrath had subsided, ws 
to stamp up stairs to a huge wooden chest, which servt 
as hb armoury, from whence he drew forth that identic 
mH pf Kgimeatab described in the preceding chapt 
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In tbe«e portaitottfi habiliuieiits he arrayed himself, lik# 
Achillea iu the armoor of Vulcan, maintainfaig all the 
while a mo^t appatlii^ silence, Imitting his brows, and 
drawing his breath thnmgh his clinched teeth. Bein|r 
hastily equipped, he strode down into the parlour, jerked 
down his trusty sword from over the fireplace, where it 
was usually suspended ; bat before he girded it on his 
thigh, he drew it from its scabbard, and as hb eye coursed 
along the msty blade, a grim smile stole orer his iron 
visage. It was the first smile that had risited his coun- 
tenance for five long weeks ; but every one who bdwld 
H prophesied that there would soon be warm work in the 
province ! 

Thus armed at all points, with grisly war depicted in 
each feature, his very cocked hat assuming an air of 
uncommon defiance, he instantly put himself on the alert, 
and despatched Anthony Van Corlear hither and thither, 
this wav and that way, through all the muddy streets and 
crookccf lanes of the city, summoning by sound of trumpet 
his trusty peers to assemble in instant couucil. This 
done, by way of expediting matters, according to the 
custom of people in a hurry, he kept in continual bustle 
shifting from chair to chair, popping his head out of every 
window, and stumping up and down stairs with his wooden 
leg in such brisk and incessant motion, that, as we ai*e 
informed by an authentic historian of the times, the conti- 
nual clatter bore no small resemblance to the music of a 
cooper hooping a floUr barrel. 

A summons so peremptory, and fi'Om a man of the 
governor's mettle, was not to be trifled with ; the sages 
forthwith repaired to the council chamber, where the 
gallant Stuy vesaut entered in martial style, and took his 
chair, like another Charlemagne, among his Paladins. 
The counsellors seated themselves with the utmost tran- 

auilllty, and lighting their long pipes, gazed with unruf- 
ed composure on his excellency and his regimentals; 
being, as all counsellors should be, not easily flustered, 
or taken by surprise. The governor looking around for 
a moment with a lofty and soldierlike air, and resting one 
hand on the pummel of his sword, and flinging the other 
forth, in a free and spirited manner,- addressed them in a 
iihort but sonl-stiiTing harangue. 
/ Mm extremely sorry iVi^t I Huve uot the advantages of 
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Liry, Thacydidet, Plutarch, and others of my predeces- 
horsj who were furnished, as I am told, with the speeches 
of all their great emperors, generals, and orators, taken 
down in short-hand, by the most accurate 8tenogi*aphers 
of the time; whereby they were enabled wonderfully to 
enriclh their hutories, and delight their readei-s with sub- 
lime strains of eloquence. Not having such important 
auxiliaries, I cannot possibly pronounce what was the 
tenor of Governor Stuyvesant^s speech. Whether he 
with maiden coyness hinted to his hearers, that <* there 
was a speck of war iu the horizon '^^ that it would be 
accessary to resort to the ** unprofitable tiial of which could 
do each other the most harm,*^— or any other delicate 
construction of language, whereby the odious subject of 
war is handled so fastidiously by modem statesmen ; as a 
gentleman volunteer handles his filthy saltpetre weap<Mi8 
with gloves, test he riiould soil his dainty fingers. 

I am bold, however, to say, from the tenor of Peter 
8tuyvesaot*s character, that he did not wrap his rugged 
subject in silk and ermines, and other sickly trickeries of 
phrase ; but spoke forth, like a man of nerve and vigour, 
who scorned to shrink in words from those dangers which 
he stood ready to encounter in very deed. Tliis much is 
certain that he concluded by announcing his determina- 
tion of leading on his troops in person, and routing these 
costardmonger Swedes from their usurped quarters at 
Fort Casimir. To this hardy resolution, such of his 
-council as were awake gave their usual signal of concur 
rence, and as to the rest, who had fallen asleep about the 
luiddle of the harangue (" their usual custom iu the after, 
noon**)— they made not the least objection. 

And now was seen in the fair city of New Amsterdam 
a prodigious bustle and preparation for iron war. Re- 
croitiiig parties marched hither and thither, calling lustily 
«pon aB the scrubs, the runagates, and the tatterdemalions 
oi the Maohattoet and its vicinity, who had any ambition 
of aixpence a day, and immortal fame into the bargain, to 
caUtt iu the cause of glory. For I would have you note, 
Hkmi your warlike heroes who trudge in the rear of con- 
^vcron, are generally of that illustrious class of gentle- 
■MO who are equal candidates for the army or the bride* 
wdU— the halberts or the whippmg-post ^ for whom dame 
fiNrtime baa cast an even die* whether they shall make 
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their exit by the sword or the halter ; and whose death* 
shall, at ad events, be a lofty example to their country- 
men. 

But notwithstanding all this martial rout and invita- 
tion, the ranks of honour were but scantily supplied ; so 
averse were the peaceful burghers of New Amsterdam 
from enlisting in foreign broils, or stirring beyond that 
home which rounded all their eaithly ideas. Upon be- 
holding this, the great Peter, whose noble heart was all 
on fire with wai* and sweet revenge, determined to wait 
no longer for the tardy assistance of these oily citizens, 
but to muster up his merry men of the Hudson ; who, 
brought up among woods and wilds and savage beasti", 
like our yeomen of Keutucky, delighted in nothing so 
much as desperate adventures and perilous expeditions 
through the wilderness. Thus resolving, he ordered his 
''trusty squire, Anthony Van Corlear, to have his state 
galley prepared and duly victualled ; which being per- 
formed, he attended public service at the great church of 
St. Nicholas, like a true and pious governor, and then, 
leaving peremptory orders with his council to have the 
chivalry x>f the Manhattoes marshalled out and appointed 
against his return, departed upon his recruiting voyage up 
the waters on the Hudson. 



CHAP. HI. 

Containing Peter Stuyvesanfe Voyage up the Hudsonj 
and the tponders and delights of that remoumed River. 

Now did the soft breezes of the south steal sweetly over 
the beauteous face of nature, tempering the panting heats 
of summer into genial and prolific warmth : when that 
miracle of hardihood and chivalric virtue, the dauntless 
Peter Stuyvttsant, spread bis canvass to the wind, and 
departed from the fair island of Mannahata. The galley 
in which he embarked was sumptuously adorned with pen- 
dants and streamers of gorgeous dyes, which fluttered 
gaily in the wind, or dropped their ends in the bosom of 
the stream. Tiie bow and poop of this majestic vessel 
were gallantiy bedight, after the rarest Dutch fashion, 
wUb BgarCB of tittle pursy cupids with periwigs on their 
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heads, and bearing in their hands garlands of <)owers, 
the like of which are not to be found in any book of 
botany : being the matchless flowers which flourished in 
die golden age, and exist np longer, unl^sit be in the ima- 
ginations of uigenious carvers of wood and discolourers of 
canvas. 

Thus rarely decorated, in style befitting the state of the 
pmssant potentate of the Manhattoes, did the galley of 
Peter Stuyvesant launch forth upon the bosom of the lordly 
Hudson ; which as it rolled its broad waves to the ocean, 
•eemed to pause for a while and swell with pride, as if con- 
acious of the illustrious burthen it sustained. 

But trust me, gentlefolk, far other was the scene pre- 
sented to the contempladon of the crew, from that which 
may be witnessed at this degenerate day. Wildness and 
•avage majesty reigned on the borders of' this mighty 
rhrer. — The hand of cultivation had not as yet laid low the 
dark forest, and tamed the features of the landscape 4 
nor had the frequent sail of commerce yet broken in upon 
tbe profound and awful solitude of ages. Here and there 
might be seen a rude wigwam perched among the clifis of 
the mountains, with its curling column of smoke mounting 
in the transparent atmosphere ; but so loftily situated, that 
the whoopings of the savage children, gamboling on the 
margin of the dizzy heights, fell almost as faintly on the 
ear, as do the notes of the lark, when lost in the azure 
Tault of heaven. Now and then from the beetiing brow 
of some rocky precipice, the wild deer would look timidly 
down upon the splendid pageant as it passed below ; and 
then, tossing his branching antiers in the air, would bound 
sway into the thickest of the forest 

Through such scenes did the stately vessel of Peter 
Stuyvesant pass. Now did they skirt the lasis of the 
rocky heights of Jersey, which spring up like everlasting 
walls, reaching from the waves unto the heavens; and 
were fashioned, if tradition may be believed, in times long 
post, by the mighty spirit Manetho, to protect his favourite 
abodes from the unhallowed eyes of mortals. Now did 
they career it gaily across the vast expanse of Tappan 
Bsy, whose wide extended shores present a vast variety of 
delectable scenery — here the bold promontory, crowned 
with embowering trees, advandng into the bay — there the 
Umg woodland slope, sweeping up from the shore in rich 
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hixnriance^ and terminating in the apland precipice-* 
while at a distance a long warering line of rocky heights 
threw their gigantic shades across the water. Now would 
they pass where some modest little interval, opening 
among these stapeudous scenes, yet retreating as it were 
for protection into the embraces of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, displayed a rural pai*adise, fraught with sweet and 
pastoral beauties ; the velvet tufted lawn, the bushy copse, 
the tinkling rivulet, stealing through the fresh and vivid 
verdure, on whose banks was situated some little Indian 
village, or peradventure the rude cabin of some solitary 
hunter. , 

The different periods of the revolving day seemed each, 
witb cunning magic, to diffuse a differ^it charm over the 
scene. Now would the jovial sun break gloriously from 
the east, blazing from the summits of the eastern hills, 
and sparkling the landscape with a thousand dewy gems ; 
while along the borders of the river were seen heavy 
masses of mist, which like midnight caitiffs, disturbed at 
his approach, made a slnggish retreat, rolling in sullen 
reluctance up the mountains. At such times all was bright- 
ness, and life, and gaiety ; the atmosphere seemed of an 
indescribable pureness and transparency — the birds broke 
forth in wanton madrigals, and the freshening breezes 
wafted the vessel merrily on her course. But when the 
sun sunk amid a flooil of glory in the west, mantling the 
4ieavens and the earth with a thousand gorgeous dyes; 
then all was calm, and silent, and magnificent. The late 
swelling sail hung lifelessly against the mast-— the simple 
seaman with folded arms leaned against the shrouds, lost 
in that involuntary musing which the sober grandeur of 
nature commands in the rudest of her children. The vast 
bosom of the Hudson was like an unruffled mirror, re6ect- 
ing the golden splendour of the heavens, excepting that 
now and then a bark canoe would steal across its turfiice, 
filled with painted savages, whose gay feathers glared 
brightly as perchance a lingering ray of the setting sun 
gleamed upon them from the western mountains. 

But when tlie hour of twilight spread its magic mists 

around, then did the face of nature assume a thousand 

fugitive charms, which to the worthy heart that seeks 

ciyoyment in the glorious works of its Maker, are tnexpres- 

BiUy captivating. The mellow dubious light that pre- 
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lulled jttit terved to tinge wifh fltusiTe coloors the 8oft«ned 
featurei of the scenery. The deceived tut delighted eye 
•ought vainly to discern in the broad masses of shade 
the separating line between the land and- water; or to 
distingnish the fading objects that seemed sinking into 
chaos. Now did the busy fancy supply the feebleness of 
vision, producing with industrious craft a fairy creation 
of her own. Ui^er her plastic wand the barren rocks 
frowned upon the watery waste, in the semblance of lofty 
towers and high embattled castles^trees assumed the 
direful forms of mighty g^nts, and the inaccessible sum- 
raits of the mountains seemed peopled with a thousand 
shadowy beings. 

Now broke forth from the shores the notes of an innu- 
merable variety of insects, who filled the air with a strange 
but not inharmonious concert ; while ever and anon was 
beard the melancholy plaint of the Whip-poor-will, who, 
perched on some lone tree, wearied the ear of night with 
his incessant moanings. The mind, soothed into a hal- 
lowed melancholy by the solemn mystery of the scene, 
listened with pensive stillness to catch and distinguish 
each sound that vaguely echoed from the shore — now 
and then* startled perchance by the whoop of some strag- 
gling savage, or the dreary bowl of some caitiff wolf, 
stealing forth upon his nightly prowlings. 

Thus happily did they pursue their course, until they 
entered upon those a«-ful defiles denominated the high- 
LANDfl, where it would seem that the gigantic Titans had 
6rst waged their impious war with heaven, piling up cliffs 
on cliffs, and hurling vast masses of rock in wild confu- 
sion. But in sooth very different is the history of these 
cloud-capt mountains.^— These in ancient days, t)efore the 
Hudson poured his waters from the lakes, formed one 
▼aat prison, within whose rocky bosom the omnipotent 
Manetho confined the rebellions spirits who repined at his 
control. Here, bound in adamantine chains, or jammed 
in rifted pines, or crushed by ponderous rocks, they 
ipnoaned lor many an age.— At length the conquering 
Hudson, in his irresistible career towards the ocean, bui-st 
open their prison-house, rolling his tide triumphantly 
Ihfoagh its stupendous ruins. 

fllil^ however, do many of them lurk about their old 
abodfli) aDd these it is, according to venerable leMtsiu 
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that caitae the «choet which resound througboat these 
awful solitudes ; which are nothing but thdr angry 
clamours when any noise disturha the profoundness of their 
repose. — For when the elements arc agitated by.tempesty 
when the winds are up and the thunder rolls, then horrible 
is the yelliog and howling of these troubled spirits, making 
the m ountains to rebellow with their hideous uproar ; for 
at suci^ times it is said, that they think the great Manetho 
is returning once more to plunge them in gloomy cavemsy 
and renew their intolerable captivity. 

But ail these fair and glorious scenes wei-e lost upon 
the gallant Stuyvesant ; nought occupied his mind but 
thoughts of iron war, and pitrud anticipations of hardy 
dee£ of arms. Neither did his honest crew trouble their 
vacant heads with any romantic speculations of the kind. 
Tlie pilot at the helm quietly smoked his pipe, thinking 
of nothing either past, present, or to comfr— those of his 
comrades who were not industriously snoaring under the 
hatches, were listening with open mouths to Anthony Van 
Corlear ^ who, seated on the windlass, was relating to them 
the marvellous history of those myriads of fire-flies, that 
sparkled like gems and spangles upon the dusky robe 
of night. These, according to tnidition, were originally a 
race of pestilent sempiternous beldames, who peopled these 
parts long before the memory of man ; being of that 
abominated race emphatically called brimstones: and who 
for their innumerable sins against the children of men, aud 
to furnish an awful warning to the beauteous sex, were 
doomed to infest the earth in the shape of these threatoii 
ing and terrible little bugs \ enduring the internal torments 
of that (ii'e which they formei'ly carried in their hearts and 
breathed forth in their words ; but now are sentenced to 
bear about for ever—in their tails ! 

And now I am going to tell a fact, which I doubt much 
my readei's will hesitate to believe ; but if they do, they 
are welcome not to believe a word in this whole history, 
for nothing which it contains is more true. It must be 
known then that the nose of Anthony the trumpeter was of 
a very lusty size, strutting boldly from his countenance 
like a mountain of Grolconda : being sumptuously bedecked 
withrubies and other precious stones — the true regalia 
of a king of good fellows, which jolly Bacchus grants to 
«// who bouse it heaitUy at the flagon. Now thus it bapt 
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pened, that bright and early in the morning, the good 
Anthony having washed his burly visage, was leaning over 
the quarter railing of the galley, contemplating it in the 
glassy wave below. Jost at this moment the illastrious 
•nn, breaking in all his splendour from behind one of the 
high bluffs of the Highlands, did dart one of his most 
potent beams full upon the refulgent nose of the sounder 
of braos the reflection of which shot straightway down, 
hissing hot, into the water, and killed a m^ty siurgecm 
that was sporting beside die vessel ! This huge monster 
being with infinite labour hoisted on board, uimished a 
luxurious repast to all the crew, being accounted of exceU 
lent flavour, excepting about the wound, where it smacked 
a little of brimstone ; and this, on my veracity, was the 
first time that ever sturgeon was eaten in these parts by 
Christian people.* 

When this astonishiiig viracle came to be made known 
to Peter Sluyvesaot, wad that he tasted of the unknown 
fish, he, as may well be supposed, marvelled exceedingly; 
and as a monument thereof, he gave the name of Anthony^t 
No§e to a stout promontor)' In the neighbourhood— and it 
has continued to be called Anthouy*s Nose ever since that 
time. 

But hold— Whither am I wandering ?— By the Mass, 
if I attempt to accompany the good Peter Stuyvesant on 
this voyage, I shall never make an end, for never was 
there a voyage so fraught with marvellous incidents, nor a 
river so abounding with traoscendant beauties, worthy of 
being severally recorded. Even now 1 have it on the 

G>iot of my pen to relate, how his crew were most horri- 
y frightened, on going on shore above the Highlands, by 
a gang of merry roistering devils, fi-isking and curvetting 
oo a huge flat rock, which projected into the river-— and 
which is called the DupveTs Dwu-Kamer to this very 
day. — ^But no ! Diedrick Knickerbocker — it becomes thee 
not to idle thoa in thy historic wayfaring. 

Recollect, that while dwelling with the fond garrulity of 
age over these fiilry scenes, endeared to thee by the recol- 
leotinna of thy youth, and the charms of a thouMod 

• The leamed Hsas Msgapolensis, trrating of the country sbovC 

Albaay, la a tettsr which vm written some time after the settlenMiit 

theraor, says, ** There i« in the river peat plenty of Sturgeon, which 

f« ChriiUaas de not aiske oee of} hat Uie ludl^m t%Vt Vb«A v««^^^^^^ 
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lei^iaidary tales whicb beguiled the simple ear of thy chiUi' 
hood ; recollect that thou art trifling with those fleeting 
moments which should be de/oted to loftier themes.— Is 
iiot time — ^relentless time! — shaking, with fialsied hand 
his almost exhausted hoiu" glass before thee? — hasten then 
to pursue thy weary task, lest the last sands be run ere 
thou bast finbbed thy history of the Manhattoes. 

Let us then commit the dauntless Peter, his brare 
galley, and his loyal crew, to the protection of the l>lessed 
St. Nicholas ; who 1 have no doubt will prosper him in his 
voyage, while we await his return at the great city of New- 
Amsteridam. 



CHAP. IV. 



Describing the potcer/kt Army thai ouemNed ai the 
dtp of New-Anuterdam — together with the interview 
between Peter the Headitrong and General Von Poffen- 
burgh; and Peter's sentiwtents touching unfiniimaie 

great Men. 

While ihas the enterprising Peter was coasting, with 
flowing sail, up the shores of the lordly Hudson, and 
ai-ousiug all the phlegmatic little Dutch settlements upon 
its borders, a great and puissant concourse of warriors was 
assembling at the city of New-Amsterdam. And here 
that invaluable fragment of antiquity, the Stuyvesant 
manuscript, is more than conomonly particular 3 by which 
means I am enabled to record the illustrious host that 
encamped itself in the public square, in front of the fort, at 
present denominated the Bowling Green. 

In the centre then was pitched the tent of the men of 
battle of the Mauhattoes j who, being the inmates of the 
ipetropolis, composed the life-guards of the governor. 
These were commanded by the valiant Sloflel Brinker- 
lioof, who whilome had acquired such immortal fsme at 
Oyster Bay — they displayed as a standard, a beaver 
rampant on a field of orange j being the arms of the pro- 
vincCf and denoting the persevering industry, and the 
smpbibioua origin, of tVie "NeAetXatAw.,* 

• Tbii was likewise the great sesXoU\)ie^««-l^tKSKt>«»^%^^wc\ 
0tUi be seen io ancient records. 
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On their right hand miprht be seen the vassals of that 
reuuwned Mynheer Mictiael Paw,* who lorded it over 
tlie fair regions of ancient Pavonia, and the lands away 
south, even unto the Mavesink mountainSjf and was 
moreover patroon of Gibbet-Island. His standard was 
home by his trusty squue, Cornelius Van Vorst ^ consist- 
ing of a huge oyster recumbent upon a sea green field ; 
being the armorial bearings of his favourite metropolis, 
Communipaw. He brought to the camp a stout force of 
warriors, heavily armed, being each clad in ten pair of 
littsey woolsey breeches, and overshadowed by broad 
l»rimmed beavers, with short pipes twisted in their hat- 
bands. These were the men who vegetated in the mud 
along the shores of Pavonia *, being of the race of genuiue 
copper-beads, and were fabled to have sprung from oysters. 

At a little distance was encamped the tribe of warriors 
who came from the oeighbourhoiMl of Hell-Gate. These 
were commanded by the Swy Dams, and the Van Dams 
incontinent hard swearers, as their names betoken— they 
were terrible-luoking fellows, clad in broad-skirted gaber- 
dines, of that curious coloured cloth called thunder and 
lightning ; and bore as a standard three Devirs-daruing- 
needles voktnif in a flame coloured field. 

Hard by was the tent of the men of battle from the 
marshy borders of the Wael-bogtigj and the country 
themibouts— these were of a sour aspect, by reason that 
they lived on crabs which abound in these parts : they 
were the first institutors of that honourable order of 
kuighthood, called Fly market shirks; and if tradition 
speak true, did likewise introduce the far-famed step iu 
dancing, called ** double trouble.** They were commanded 

* Bctldet what it rvlsted in the Btu^vetint MS.1 lisve found men- 
ttOD mad* of tliifl illastriout Patroou in another msnunrript, which 
my :— '* D« Ueer (or the Squire) Mirlitel Paw, a Dutcn *ubi«ct, 
Mboat 10th Aug. 1630, by deed purchased Staten-Uland. N. B.Tbe 
nnie Michael raw had what the Dutch called a colonie at Pavonia, 
on tlie Jeraey ihore. opnoeite New. York, and hit orerseer, in 1636, 
was naoBed Corns. Van vorst — a perron of the saoM! name, in 1760. 
owned Fawles Hook, and a Urge farm at Pavonia, and is a lineal 
descendant from Van Vorst." 

^ 8o called from the Navesink tribe of Indians that inhabited these 
parts— at present they are erroueoosly deaoin\i»,\it4 VVa ^«M«ti\x^vit 
hereitunk moaolaios. 

tie. The wiadii^ Bay, named from Ibe W\u^\tk^ <A \Nsk ^6a«w»- 
Tbhhmstloem been corrupted by the v\i\nx \u\»\toON »S\^^»«>.>^aB» 
m Ute taste wbkb sbrltars our infant navy . 
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Ky the fcftrleas Jacobus Vans Vaoger, and had , moreoTcr) 
a jolly band of Breukdeof * fenrymeot who performed a 
brave eoncerto on condi-shells. 

But I refrain from pursuing this minute deseriptioDy 
which goes on to describe the warriors of Bloemen-daley 
and Wee-hawk, and Hoboken, and sundry other places, 
well known in history and song^—for now does the sound 
of martial music alarm the people of New-Amsterdam, 
sounding alar from beyond the walb of the city. But this' 
alarm was in a little time relieved, for lo, from the midst 
of a vast cloud of dust, they recognised the brimstone 
coloured breeches, and splendid silver leg of Peter Stuy- 
vesant, glaring in the sunbeams: and beheld him ap. 
proacbing at the head of a formidable army, which he had 
mustored along the banks of the Hudson. And here the 
excellent but anonymous writer of the Stuyvesant manu- 
script breaks out into a brave and glorious description of 
the forces, as they defiled through the principal gate of 
the city that stood by the head of Wall-street. 

First of all came the Van Bummels, who inhabit the 
pleasant bordei-s of the Bronx. These were short fat men, 
wearing exceeding large trunk breeches, and are renowned 
for feats of the trencher : they were the first inventors of 
suppawn or mush and milk.— Close in the rear marched 
the Van VIotens, of Kaats-Kill, most horrible quaffers of 
new cider, and arrant braggarts in their liquor.— After 
them came the Van Pelts of Groodt Esopus, dexterous 
horsemen, mounted upon goodly switch-tailed steeds of 
the Esopus breed : these were mighty hunters of minks 
and musk rats, whence came the word JPeUrv^-T^en the 
Van Nests of Kinderhoeck, valiant robbers of birds^ nests, 
as their name denotes : to these, if report may be believed 
are we indebted for the invention of slap-jacks, or biick- 
wheat cakes.— Then the Van Higginbottoms of Wapping^ 
Creek : these came armed witli ferules and birchen rods, 
being a race of schoohnasters, who first discovered the 
marvellous sympathy between the seat of honour and the 
seat of intellect, and that the shortest way to get know- 
ledge iaio the head was to hammer it in at the bottom.— 
Then the Van Grolls, of KxiXVi»a^*« Nose^ who carried 
iheir liquor in fair round \\VX\e ^\\«^Vs t«UK^>3w?\ 

• Now sp«JLt BtooV\'sti. 
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coald not bouse it out of their canteens, having such rare 
long noeesw— Then the Gardeniers, of Hudson and there- 
abcmts, dbtingnished by many triumphant feats, such as 
robbing water-melon patches, smoking rabbits out of their 
boles, and the like, and by being great lovers of roasted 
pigs' tails: these were the ancestors of the renowned 
coogreas-man of that name.— -Then the Van Hoesens of 
SiDg4ling, great choristers and players upon theJewV 
harp : thest: marched two and two, singing the great song 
of SL Nicholas — then the Couenhovens, of Sleepy Hollow : 
these gave birth to a jolly race of publicans, who first 
discovered the magic artifice of conjuring a quart of wine 
into a pint bottle. Then the Van Kortlands, who lived on 
the wild banks of the Croton, and were great killers of 
wild dacks, being much spoken of for their skill in shoot- 
ing with the long-bow. —Then the Van Bunschotens, of 
Nyack and Kakit, who were the first that did ever kick 
with the left foot : they were gallant bush-whackers, and 
hunters of racoons by moonlight— Then the Van Winkles, uf 
Haerlem, potent suckers of eggs, and noted for the running 
of horses, and running up of scores at taverns ; they were 
the first that ever winked with both eyes^t once — Lastly, 
came the KNiCKEaBOCKERS, of the great town of 
Scfaahtitoke, where the folk lay stones upon the houses iu 
windy weather, lest they should be blown away. These 
derive their name, as some say, from Kmcker, to shake, 
and Bakery a goblet, indicating thereby that they were 
sturdy toas-pots of yore; but, in truth, it was derived from 
MMdteTy to nod, and Boken, hooks, plainly meaning that 
they were great nodders or dozers over books : from them 
did descend the writer of this history. 

Such was the legion of sturdy bush-heaters that poured 
in at the grand gate of New- Amsterdam. The Stuyvesant 
manuscript, indeed, speaks of many more, whose names I 
omit to mention, seeing that it behoves me to hasten to 
matters of greater moment. Nothing oould surpass the 
ioy and martial pride of the lion-hearted Peter, as he 
reviewed this mighty host of warriors ; and he determined 
no longer to defer the gratification of his much witihed-for 
revenge upon the scoundrel Swedes at Fort Casimir. 

Bui before I hasten to recoid Vboae Vk\vlA^^.OBla^c^ft. ^>^!c^» 
which will be found in the sequeX of \\k\% ^«:\^^v\>c^v^v^'^ 
^tme pAMitc lo notice the fale of J^|co\wAN«aVNi'^« 
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bnrghy the dtecooiRted coBUMSicler.iD-chief of the armitt 
of the New-Netherlands. Such b the inhereut «iicfaari- 
tableness of human nature, that scarcely did the newt 
become public of his deplorable discomfiture at FoK 
C^imir, than a thousand scurvy rumours were set afloat 
HI New-Amsterdam ; wherein it was insinuated, (hat he 
bad in reality a treacherous understanding with the $flre> 
dish commander -, that he had long been in the practice of 
privately communicating with the Swedes ; together vkh 
divei's hints about ** secret service money/* — to alt which 
deadly charges I do not give a jot more credit than I think 
they deserve. 

Certain it is, that the general vindicated his «dHuract«r 
by the most vehement oaths and protestations, and pat 
every man out of the ranks of honour who dared to doubt 
his integrity. Moreover, on returning to New-Amster- 
dam, he paraded up and down the streets with a crew of 
hai<d swearers at his heek, — sturdy bottle oompanioos, 
whom he gorged and fattened, and who were ready to 
bolster him through all the courts of justice,*— heroes of 
his own kidney, tierce whiskered, broaid shouldered, col- 
brand looking swaggerers, not one of whom but looked as 
though he could eat up an ox, and pick his teeth with the 
horns. These life-guard men quarrelled all his quarrels, 
were ready to fight all his battles, and scowled at every 
man that turned up his nose at the general as though they 
would devour him alive. Their coovei-sation was inter, 
spersed with oaths like minute guns, and every bombastic 
rhodomontade was rounded off by a thundering eKeci'a. 
tion, like a patriotic toaat honoured with a discharge of 
artil/ery. 

All these valorous vapourings had a considerable effect 
in convincing certain profound sages, many of whom began 
to think the general a hero of unutterable loftiness and 
magnanimity of soul, particularly as he was contian- 
ally protesting on the hdumr of a MoUUeTf^ marvellojMly 
high sounding asseveration. Nay, one of the members 
of (he council went so far as to propose they should 
immortalize him by an imperishable statue of plaster of 
Paris. 
But tbe vigilant Peter tVe^eai^tra»%^w& "ttgoX^^astV^ 
, be deceived. Sendini; ipmaX^^ ^w i^ «MDk^«KQ&»:\^ 
^ief of an the armias wnA \MKrm% >««^ ^^ \i»iJvsic^ 
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gamiflMcl with the eustomary pious oaths, protestations, 
and ejaculations — ** Harkee, comrade/* cried he, << though 
by your own account you are the most brave, uprights 
and honourable man in the whole province, yet do you lie 
ttoder the misfortune of being damnably traduced and 
immeasurably despised. Now though it is certainly hard 
to panish a man for his misfortunes, and though it is 
▼ery possible you are totally innocent of the crimes laid to 
, your charge ; yet as heaven, at present, doubtless for some 
wise purpose, sees fit to withhold all proofs of your inno- 
cence, ^ be it from me to counteract its sovereign will. 
Beside, 1 cannot consent to venture my armies with a com- 
mander whom they despise, or to trust the welfare of my 
people to a champion whom they distrust. Retire there- 
rorc, my friend, from the irksome toils and cares of public 
life^ with this comforting reBection — that if you be guilty, 
yo« are but enjoying your just reward — and if innocent, 
that you are not the first great and good man, who has 
most wrongfully been slandered and maltreated in this 
wicked world — doubtless to be better treated in a better 
world, where there shall neither be error, calumny, nor 
persecution. In the mean time let me never see your face 
again, for 1 have a horrid antipathy to Ibe countenances of 
unfortunate great men like yourself.** 



CHAP. V. 

1% which the Author dUeounet very ingeniously of him- 

ttif, — After loAt'eA is to be /bund much interesting History 

abaui Peter the Headstrong and his followers, 

Af my readers and myself are about entering on as many 
perils as ever a confederacy of meddlesome knights-errant 
wilfblly ran their heads into ; it is meet that, like those 
hardy adventurers, we should join hands, bury all differ 
rencrs, and swear to stand ^ by one another, in weal, cr 
woe, to the end of the enterprise. My readers must doubt- 
IcM perceive how completely 1 have altered my tone and 
deportment since we first set onl \.o^e\\i«t. \^vrtvoX 
Aey tbea thought me a crabbed, cyii\ca > vBav«t>L\tiVGX \v\^ 
of M Vatebmaa } for 1 icarce.y e^tt ^'^*^3BKlft.%.^vr< 
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word, nor so much as touched my beaver, when 
occasion to address them. But as we jogged adong to 
in the high road of my liistory, I gradually began to 
to grow more courteous, and occasionally to entx 
fiuniliar discourse ; until, at length, I came to con 
most social, companionable kind of regard for them, 
is just my way — I am always a littie cold and n 
at first, particularly to people whom I neither knc 
care for ; and am only to be completely won b 
intimacy. 

Besides, why should I have been sodable to the 
of how-d'ye-do acquaintance, that flocked around 
my first appearance? Many were merely attracte< 
new face; and having stared me full in the titl< 
walked off without saying a word ; while others U 
yawningly through the preface, and having gratifie 
short-lived curiosity, soon dropped off one by one 
more especially to try their mettle, I had recourse 
expedient, similar to one which we are told was u 
that peerless flower of chivalry. King Arthur ; who, 
he admitted any knight to his intimacy, first remun 
he should show himself superior to danger or nar 
by encountering unheard-of mishaps, slaying some 
giants, vanquishing wicked enchanters, not to say 
of dwarfs, hippogriffs, ^d fiery dragons. On a 
principle I cunningly led my readers, at the first 
into two or three knotty chapters, where they wen 
wofully belaboured and buffeted by a host of pagan 
sophers and infidel writers. Though naturally i 
grave man, yet I could scarce refrain from smiUn 
right at seeing the utter confusion and dismay < 
valiant cavaliers — some dropped down dead (aslei 
the field ; others threw down my book in the middle 
first chapter, took to their heels, and never ceased 
pering until they had fairly run it out of sight, whc 
stopped to take breath, to tell their firiends what t 
they had undergone, and to warn all others from vei 
on so thankless an expedition. Every page thinn 
ranks more and more ; and of the vast multitude th 
set out, but a comparatively few made shift to sur 
exceedingly battered condition, through the five intro< 
chapters. 

What then l would yw^ Ktcvc had vie ♦flke sue 
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•hinc^ iaiiit-hearted recreants to my bosom, at our first 
acquaintance? No, no; I reserved ray friendship for 
tboM who deserved it ; for those who undauntedly bore 
nie company, in despite of difficulties, dangers, and 
fatigues. And now, as to those who adhere to roe at pre- 
sent, I take them affectionately by the hand. Worthy 
and thrice beloved readers ! brave and welKtried comrades ! 
who have ftuthfully followed my footsteps through all my 
wanderings— I salute you from my heart— -I pledge myself 
to stand by you to the last; and to conduct you (so 
heaven speed this trusty weapon which 1 now hold between 
my fingers), triumphantly to the end of this our stupendous 
undertaking. 

But, hark ! while we are thus talking, the city of New 
Amsterdam is in a bustle. The gallant host of warriora 
encamped in the Bowling Green are striking their tents ; 
the brazen trumpet of Anthony Von Corlear makes the 
welkin to resound with portentous clangour — the drums 
beat — the standards of the Manhattoes, of HelUgate, and 
of Michael Paw, wave proudly in the air. And now 
behold where the mariners are busily employed, hoisting 
the sails of yon top-sail schooner, and those two clump 
built Albany sloops, which are to waft the army of the 
Nederlanders to gather immortal honours on the Delaware ! 

The entire population of the city, man, woman, and 
child, turned out to behold the chivalry of New.Amster- 
dam, as it paraded the streets previous to embarkation. 
Many a handkerchief was waved out of the windows ; 
many a fair nose was blown in melodious sorrow on the 
mournful occasion. The grief of the fair dames and beau- 
teous damsels of Grenada could not have been more voci- 
ferous on the banishment of the gallant tribe of Abencer- 
rages than was that of the kind-hearted fair ones of New- 
Amsterdam, on the departure of their intrepid warriors. 
Every lovesick maiden fondly crammed the pockets of 
her hero with gingerbread and dough nuts— many a cop- 
per ring was exchanged, and crooked sixpence broken, in 
pledge of eternal constancy— and there remain extant to 
this day some love verses written on that occasion, suffi- 
ciently crabbed and incomprehensible to confound the 
whole uuivcrse. 

But it was a moving si};ht to see the buxom laraes, how 
they hung about the doughty Anthony Von Corlear; for 
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be was a jolly, rosy-faced, lusty bachelor, fond of bis 
joke, and withal a desperate rogue amon^ the women. Fain 
would they have kept him to comfort them while the army 
was away ; for beside what I have said of him, it u no 
more than justice to add, that he was JEt kind-hearted soul, 
noticed for his benevolent attentions in comforting dis- 
consolate wives during the absence of their husbands ^ and 
this made him to be very much regarded by th« honest 
burghers of the city. But nothing could keep the valiant 
Anthony from following the heeU^of the old governor, 
whom be loved as he did his very souU~8o embracing all 
the young vrouws, and griviog every one of them that had 
good teeth and rosy lips a dozen hearty smacks ; he 
departed loaded with their kind wishes. 

rior was the departure of the gallant Peter among the 
least causes of public distress. Though the old governor 
was by no means ikidulgent to the follies and wayward- 
ness of his subjects, yet somehow or other he had become 
strangely popular among the people. There is something 
so captivating in personal bravery, that, with the common 
mass of mankind, it takes the lead of most other merits. 
The simple folk of New-Amsterdam looked upon Peter 
Stnyvesant as a prodigy of valour. His wooden-leg, that 
trophy of his martial encounters, was regarded with reve- 
rence and admiration. Every old burgher had a budget of 
miraculous stories to tell about the exploits of Hard-kop- 
pig Piet, wherewith he regaled his children on a long 
winter night ; and on which he dwelt with as much 
delight and exi^geration as do our honest country yeomen 
on the hardy adventures of old General Putnam (or, as be 
is familiarly termed. Old Pui\ during our glorious revolu- 
tion. Not an individual but verily believed the old 
governor was a match for Beelzebub himself) and there 
was even a story told, with great mystery, and under the 
rosc^ of his having shot the devil with a silver ballet one 
dark stormy night, as he was sailing in a canoe through 
.Hell-gate. But this I do not record as an absolute fact — 
perish the man who would let faXX a drop to discolour the 
pure stream of history ! 

Certain it is, not an old woman in New-Amsterdam but 
considered Peter Stuyvesant aa a. Vovicc oi^ %U«a|;th, and 
retted MatiaHed that thepubVic weVEax^ Ntaa ws^axi&v^NnM^ 
MhewaMia the city. It is uol auTvr«tt»%^^«K^ ^J^»^ ^ 
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lodked «pmi Iris dqMirtiire 99 a sure afflicdoo. With 
neary hearts tliey drag^gfed at the heels of his troop, as 
they marched ^wn to the rirer side to embark. The 
gOTemor (W>m the stem of his schooner, gave a short but 
tmly patriarchial address to his citizens, wherein he re- 
comafiended them to comport tike loyal and peacefal sub- 
jects — to {^ tox^rarch regularly on Sundays, and to mind 
their busmess aU tbs week besides— That the women 
idionM be dutiful and aHectionate to their husbands*— 
looking after nobody*s concerns hut (heir owa : eschew 
ing all gossipiugs and morning gaddings ; and oarryinr 
rfiort tongues and long petticoats. That tiie men shonll 
abstain from intermeddling in public conceras, entrusting 
the cares of goyerement to the officers appointed to sup. 
port them — staying at home, like good citizens, making 
money for themseives, and getting cbildi-en for the bene 6t 
of their couutry. That the burgomasters should look well 
to the public interest— not oppressing the poor, or indulg. 
ing the rich— '4iot tasking their security to devise new 
laws, but faithfully enforcing those which were already 
made— rather bending their attention to prevent evil than 
to punish it; ever recollecting that civil magistrates should 
consider themselves more as guardians of public morab 
than rat catchers employed to entrap public delinquents. 
Finally, be exhorted them, one and all, high and low, rich 
and poor, to conduct themselves as welt as they could : 
assuring them that if they faithfully and conscientiously 
eompli«l with this golden rule, there was no danger but 
that they would all conduct themselves well enough.— 
This done, he gave them a paternal benediction ; the 
sturdy Anthony sounded a most loving farewell with his 
trmnpet, the jolly crews put up « lusty shout of triumph, 
ad Ae invincible armada swept oiT proudly down the toy. 
The good people of New-Amsterdam crowded down 
to the Battery— that blest resort, from whence so many a 
lender prayer has been wafted — so many a fair hand 
w«Ted~-so many a tearful look been cast by lovesick 
damsel, after the lessening bark which bore her adven. 
tvroos swain to distant climes ! — Here (he populace 
watched with straining eyes the gallant wv|aadc^^ %a ^ 
ilowly Bo&ted down the bay *, and wVi«a V^ '\DX«r>«dvM^ 
imf mt the Narrows shut It fram tVnau %V|^)X^ ^n&Ms^ 
^i^persnrf wHh silent tongoea and dLowucasl ««a\iX»n»w^ 
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A heavy gloom hnng over the late bnstliog city — the 
honest borghera smoked their pipes in profound thought- 
fulness, casting /many a wistful look on the weatherrock 
on the church of St. Nicholas; and all the old women, 
having no longer the pres^ce of Peter Stuyvesant to 
hearten them, gathered their children home, and barricadoed 
the doors and windows every evening at sundown. 

In the meanwhile the armada of the sturdy Peter pro- 
ceeded prosperously on its voyage, and after encountering 
about as many storms and water-spouts and whales, and 
other horrors and phenomena as generally befal adventu- 
rous landsmen, in perilous voyage of the kind ; and after 
undergoing a severe scouring from that deplorable and 
unpitied malady called sea-sickncss j the whole squadron 
arrived safely in the Delaware. 

Without so much as dropping anchor and giving hu 
wearied ships time to breathe after labouring so long in 
the ocean, the intrepid Peter pursued his course up the 
Delaware, and made a sudden appearance before Fort 
Casimir. Having summoned the astonished garrison by 
a terrific blast from the trumpet of the long-winded Van 
Corlear, he demanded, in a tone of thunder, an instant 
surrender of the fort. To this demand, Suen Scutz, the 
vind-dried commandant, replied in a shrill, whiffling 
voice, which, by reason of his extreme spareness, sounded 
like the wind whistling through a broken bellows — ** that 
he had no very strong reasons for reftising, except that the 
demand was particularly disagreeable, as he had been 
ordered to' maintain his post to, the last extremity.** He 
requested time therefore to consult with Governor Rising^, 
and proposed a truce for that purpose. 

The choleric Peter, indignant at having his' rightful fort 
so treacherously taken from him, and thus pertinaciously 
withheld, refused the proffered armistice, and swore by 
the pipe of St. Nicholas, which like the sacred fire was 
never extinguished, that unless the fort were surrendered 
in ten minutes, he would incontinently storm the w<Nlai, 
make all the garrison run the gauntlet, and split their 
scoundrel of a commander, like a pickled shad. To give 
this menace the greater effect, he drew forth his trusty 
sword, and shook it at them with such a fierce and vigo- 
rous motiop, that doubtless, if it had not been exceeding 
rufiy, it would have Vi^htened terror into th« eyes and 
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bearis of the enemy. He then ordered his men to hrtQ|^ 
a broadside to bear upon the fort, consisting of two swivelsy 
three muskets, a long duck fowiiog-piece, and two brace of 
horse pistols. 

In the meantime the sturdy Van Corlear marshaUed 
all his forces, and commenced his warlike operations. 
Distending his cheeks like a very Boreas, he kept up a 
most horrific twanging of his trumpet— the lusty choristers 
of Siug-Sing broke forth into a hideous song of battle— 
the warriors of Breukelen and the Wael-bogtig blew a 
potent and astounding blast on their coocb-shells : all 
together forming as outrageous a concerto as though five 
thousand French orchestras were displaying their skill in a 
modem overture. 

Whether the formidable front of war, thus suddenly 
presented, smote the garrison with sore dismay, or whether 
tke concluding terms of the summons, which mentioaed 
that he should suri'ender ** at discretion,** were mistakes 
by Suen Scutz, who, though a Swede, was a very consi- 
derate, easy-tempered man, as a compliment to his dis- 
cretion, 1 will not take upon me to say ; certain it is, he 
Ibnnd it impossible to resist so courteous a demand. 
Accordingly in the very nick of time, just as the cabin- 
boy had gone after a coal of fire to discharge the swivel, 
a dwniade was beat on the rampart by the only drum in 
tiK garrison, to the no small fiatisfaction of both parties ; 
vho, notwithstanding their great stomach for fighting, had 
full as good an inclination to eat a quiet dinner as to ex- 
diange black eyes and bloody noses. 

Thus did thu impregnable fortress once more return to 
the domination of their high mightinesses ; Scutz and hb 
garrison of twenty men were allowed to march out with 
the honours of war; and the victorious Peter, who waa 
■■ generous as brave, permitted them to take possession of 
ill their arms and ammunition, the same^ on inspectiosy 
being found totally unfit for service, having long rusted in 
Hie nmgaxine of the fortress, even before it was wrested bv 
Am Swedes from the magnanimous but windy Von Pof- 
feoburgb. But I must not omit to mention, that the 

Sivcmor was so well pleased with the services of his faith- 
I squire, Van Corlear, in the reduction of this great 
ijrtrets, that he made him on the spot lord of « ^««d!b| 



S84 HIbTORY OP 

domain ia the TiciuHy of New Amsterdam, which goes by 
the name of Corlear*s Hook unto this very day.* 

The unexampled liberality of the valiant Stuyvesant 
towards the Swedes occasioned great surprise in the city of 
New Amsterdam ; nay, certain of those factious indivi- 
duals, who had been enlightened by the political meetings 
that prevailed during the days of William the Testy, but 
who had not dared to indulge their meddlesome habits 
under the eye of their present ruler, now emboldened by 
his absence, dared even to give vent, to their censures in 
the streets— murmurs were heard in the very council 
chamber of New Amsterdam ; and there is no knowing 
whether they would not have broken out into downright 
speeches and invectives, had not Peter Stuyvesaut pri- 
vately sent home his walking staff, to be laid as a mace 
on the table of the council chamber, in the midst of nit 
counsellors ; who, like wise men, took the hint, and for 
ever after held th^ir peace. 



CHAP. VI. 

Sfuneiug the great advantage that the Author hoe aver 

his Reader in time of Battle — together with divers 

portentous movements; which betoken that something 

terrible u about to happen. 

Like as a mighty alderman, when at a corporation feast 
the first spoonful of turtle soup salutes his palate, feels his 
impatient appetite but tenfold quickened, and redoubles 
his vigorous attacks upon the tureen, while his voracious 
eyes projecting from his head, roll greedily round, devour- 
log every thing at table — so did the mettlesome Peter 
Stuyvesant feel that intolerable hunger for martial glory, 
which raged within his very bowels, inflamed by the cap- 
tui'e of Fort Casimir, and nothing could allay it but the 
conquest of all New Sweden. No sooner therefore had 
he secured his conquest, than he stumped resolutely on, 

*J}e Vriez makes mention, in one of his voy^pes, of Conesr's 
ffoeekf and Coriear's PUnlAgxe, ot Boawery. 
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flushed with success, to gatner fresh laurels at Fort 
Christina.* 

This was the grand Swedish post, establuhed on a small 
river (or as it is more improperly termed, creek) of the 
same name ; and here that crafty governor, Jan R'lsingb, 
lay grimly drawn up, like a grev-bearded spider in the 
citadel of his web. 

But before we hurry into the direful scenes that must 
attend the meeting of two such powerful chieftains, it is 
advisable that we pause for a moment, and hold a kind of 
warlike council. Battle should not be rushed into pre- 
cipitately by the historian and hb readers any more than 
by the general and his soldiers. The great commanders 
•of antiquity never engaged the enemy without previously 
preparing the minds of their followers by animating haran- 
gues ; spiriting them up to heroic feelings, assuring them 
of the protection of the gods, and inspiring them with a 
confidence in the prowess of their leaders. So the his- 
torian should awaken the attention and enlist the passions 
of his readers, and having set them all on fire with the 
importance of his subject, he should put himself at their 
bead, flourish his pen, and lead them on to the thickest of 
the fight. 

An illustrious example of thn rule may be seen in that 
mirror of historians, the immortal Thucydidcs. Having 
arrived at the Inreaking out of the Peloponnesian war, one 
of his commentators observes, that " he sounds the charge 
in all the disposition and spirit of Homer. He catalogues 
the allies on both sides. He awakens our expectations, 
and hst engages our attention. All mankind are con- 
ormed in the important point now going to be decided. 
Eodeavours are made to disclose futurity. Heaven itself 
is interested in the dispute. The earth totters, and nature 
•eems to labour with the great event. This is his solemn, 
•oblime manner of setting out. Thus he magnifies a war 
between two, as Rapin calls them, petty states ; and thus 
arffally he supports a little subject by treating it in a great 
and noble method. **f 

In like manner, having conducted my readers into the 

* This i* At present a floartahiog town ca*led Chrittiana, or ChiU. 
tern, about tuirty-sevco miles frosi Pliiladelpliia, on the post road lo 
Baltimore. 

f BaitU'f Tbucyd. Vol I. p. Ux. 



1130 HltTORY Off 

▼ery teeth of periU-haviag followed the adFeatiirous Pder 
and his band into foreign regions— ^uirouuded by foes, 
and stunned by the horrid din of arms— at this important 
moment, while darkness and doikbt hang o*er each coming 
chapter^ I hold it meet to barang^ie themj and prepare 
them for the events that are to follow. 

And here 1 would premise one great advantage which, 
as the historian, I possess over my readers ; and this it is 
»-that though I cannot save the life of my fiivourite hero, 
nor absolutely contradict the event of a battle (both 
which liberties, though often taken by the. French writers 
of the present leign, I hold to be utterly unworthy of a 
■cnipulous historian), yet I can now and then make him 
bestow on ins enemy a sturdy back-strake sufficient to 
fell a giant ; though in honest truth, he may never have 
done any thing of the kind— or I can drive his antagonist 
clear round and round the field, as did Homer make that 
fine fellow Hector scamper like a poltroon round the walls 
of Troy ; for which, if ever they have encountered one 
another in the Elysian fields, Fll warrant the prince of 
poets has bad to make the most humble apology. 

I am aware that many conscientious readers will be 
ready to cry out <* foul play V whenever I render a little 
assistance to my hcr o" b ut I consider it one of those 
privileges exercised by historians of all ages— and one 
which has never been disputed. In fact, an historian is, 
as it were, bound in honour to stand by hu hero— the 
fame of the latter is entrusted into his hands, and it is his 
duty to do the best by it he can. Never was there a 
genera], an admiral, or any other coramandery who, in 
giving an account of any battle that he had fought, did 
not sorely belabour the enemy j and I have no doubt 
that, had my heroes written the history of their own 
achievements, they would have dealt much harder blows 
than Any that T shall recount. Standing forth, therefcMrc^ 
as the guardian of their fame, it behoves me to do them 
the same justice they would have done themselves ; and 
if I happen to be a little hard upon the Swedes, 1 give 
firee leave to any of their descendants, who may write a 
history of the State of Delaware, to take fair retaliation, 
and belabour Peter Stuyvesant as hard as they please. 
TberefoFC stand by for broken heads and bloody noses 
-"Hny pen baa long itched for a balVVb— «>Ss^ after siege 
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ImiVc I carried on, without blows or bloodslied ; but now 
I have at length got a chance, and I vow to heaven and 
8t Nicholas, that, let the chronicles of the times say what 
they please, neither Sallust, Livy, Tacitus, Polybins, nor 
any other baltlemonger of them all, did ever record a 
iercer iigbt than that in which my valiant chieftains are 
■ow about to engag^. 

And you, oh most excellent readers, whom, for your 
taithfal adherence, 1 could cherish in the warmest corner 
of my heart— be not uneasy— 4rust the fate of our favourite 
Stuyvesant to me— for by the rood, come what may, FU 
■tkk by Hard-koppig Piet to the last; Til make him 
dKve about these losels vile, as did the renowned Lauucc- 
lot of the Lake, a herd of recreant Cornish knights ; and 
if be does fall, let me never draw my pen to fight another 
battle, in behalf of a brave mauj if I don*t make these 
Hibberly Swedes pay for it ! 

No sooner had Peter Stuyvesant arrived before fort 
Christina than he proceeded without delay to entrench 
himself, and immediately on running his first parallel, 
despatched Anthony Van Corlear to summon the fortress 
to surrender, Van Corlear was received with all due for- 
Bwlity, hoodwinked at the portal, and conducted through 
a pestiferous smell of salt fish and onions, to the citadel, 
a sabstantial hut built of pine logs. His eyes were here 
UBOOvered, and he found himself in the august presence of 
Governor Rbingh. This chieftain, as 1 have before noted, 
wma a very giantly man ; and was clad in a coarse blue 
coat, strapp^ round the waist with a leathern belt, which 
eaased the enormous skirts and pockets to set off with a 
▼cry warlike sweep. His ponderous legs were cased in a 
pair of foxy-coloured jack boots, and he was straddling in 
the attitude of the Colossus of Rhodes, before a bit of 
broken looking glass, shaving himself with a villainously 
dull razor. This afflicting operation caused him to make 
a series of horrible grimaces, that heightened exceedingly 
the grisly terrors of his visage. On Anthony Van Cor- 
lcsr*s being announced, the grim commander paused for a 
moment, in the midst of one of his most hard-favoured 
contort ions, and after eyeing him askance over the shoulder 
with a kind of snarling grin on his countenance, resumed 
bis latx>ur8 at the glass. 

This iron harvest being reaped, he tamed once more to 
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the trumpcfter, and ilemanded the purport of his errand. 
Anthooy Van Corlear delivered in a few words, being a 
kind of short'band speaker, a kin^ message from his excel- 
lency, recounting the wliole history of the province, with a 
recapitulation of grievances, and enumerations of claifBt, 
and concluded with a peremptory demand of instant 
surrender; which done, be turned aside, took his nose 
between his thumb and finger, and blew a tremendous 
blast, not unlike the flourish of a trumpet of defiance ) 
which it had doubtless learned from a long and intioMte 
neighbourhood with that melodious instrument. 

Governor Risingh beard him through, trumpet and all, 
but with infinite impatience ; leaning at times, as was has 
•sual custom, on the pommel of hb sword, and at times 
twirling a huge steel watch dwin, or snapping his fingers. 
Van Corlear having finished^ be bluntly replied, that Feter 
Stuy vesaat and his summons might go to tl^ d I, 

whither he hoped to send him and his crew of ragamuffins 
before supper time. Then unsheathing his brass hilted 
sword, and throwing away the scabbard — ^ Fore gad,^* 
quod he, *' but I will not sheathe thee again until I raaka 
a scabbard of the smoke-dried, leathern hide of this mnna- 
gate Dutchman.** Then having flung a fierce defiance 
in the teeth of his adversary, by the lips of his mensengert 
the latter was reconducted to the portal with all the cere- 
monious civility due to the trumpeter, squire^ and ambas- 
sador of so great a commander ; and being again unblmdedy 
was courteously dismissed with a tweak of the nose to 
assist him in recollecting his message. 

No sooner did the gallant Peter receive this insolent 
reply, than he let fly a tremendous volley of I'ed-bot exe- 
crations, that would infallibly have battered down the for- 
iifications, and blown up the powder magazine, about the 
ears of the fiery Swede, had not the ramparts been remark* 
ably strong, and the magazine bomb-proof. Perceiving 
that the works withstood this terrific blast, and that it was 
utto-ly impossible (as it really was in those unphilosophic 
days) to carry on a wai* with words, he ordered his merry 
men all to prepare for an immediate assault. But here a 
Btraage murmur broke out among his troops, b^inning 
^itb the tribe of the Van EnmmeXS) \\nteN^2iaauk\\x«iMaher. 
toea of the Bronx, and spreadvn^ iTQiBamiA\A«Aaa^%R««a^ 
P^upip^ vilb certain «iuiiao«a Vw>n andi ^^^csaXnite^ 
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flmrmars. For ODce io his life, and only for once, did 
the ipreat Peter tarn pale ; for be vwHj thought his 
warriors were going to falter in thia hour of perilous trials 
■ad thus tarnish for ever the fame of the province of New 
Nederlandts. 

But soon did he discover, to his great joy, that ia thk 
saspicion he deeply wronged this most undaunted array ; 
for the cause of this agitation and uneasfaiess simply was, 
that the hour of dinner was at hand, and it would have 
afanoft broken the hearts of these r^ular Dutch warriora 
to have broken in upon the invariable routine of their 
habits. Beside, it was an established rule among our 
valiant ancestors always to fight upon a foil stomach ; and 
Io this may be doubtless atlributed the circumstance that 
tiwy came to be so renowned in arms. 

And now are the hearty men of the Manhattoes, anA 
their no less hearty comrades, all lustily engaged under 
the trees, buffeting stoutly with the contents of their 
wallets, and taking such affectionate embraces of their 
and pottles as though they verily believed they 
to be the last. And as I foresee we shall have hot 
in a page or two, I advise my readers to do the same; 
for which purpose I will bring the chapter to a dose : 

S'viog them my word of honour, that no advantage shall 
I taken of this armistice, to surprise^ or in any way 
■Milflst, the honest NederUnders while at their vigoroaa 
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CHAP. VII. 



CamiaMm^ ih§ moH horribU BaHU wer reeordsd in 
po&irp cr pram / with th§ admirable ExpUtiU of Ptier 

th§ Htadttrong, 

« Now had the Dutchmen snatched a huge repast,** and 
ftadiag themselves wonderfully encouraged and animated 
thenriw, prepared to take the field. Expectation, says 
the wnler of the Stay vesant manuscript — fixpectatioa aiafw 
stood oB stiils. The world forgot io tuxu i^voitA) ox ^<^^^^f^ 
atood Btill, timt it might wiineia tbft %ffit%:^ \ Vdas' «>^ 
m ap rf b ellifd aldemiao^ watd^tt|( ti« OMGdual ^ ^"^^ 
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▼alric flies upon his jerkin. The eyes cf all monkindy at 
usual ID such cases, were turned upon Fort Christina. 
The sun, like a little man in a crowd at a puppet^how, 
scampered about the heavens, popping his head here and 
there, and endeavouring to get a peep between the unman- 
nerly clouds, that obtruded themselves in his way. The 
historians filled their inkhorns — tbc poets went withoat 
their dinners, either that they might buy paper and goose- 
quills, or because they could not get any thing to eat— 
antiquity scowled sulkily out of its grave, to see itself out- 
done — while even posta-ity stood mute, gazing in gaping 
ecstacy of retrospection, on the eventful field. 

The immortal deities, who whilome had seen service at 
the << affair^* of Troy — now mounted their feather-bed 
clouds, and sailed over the plain, or mingled among the 
combatants in different disguises, all itching to have a 
finger in the pie. Jupiter sent off his thunderbolt to a noted 
coppersmith, to liave it furbished up for the direful occa- 
sion. Venus swore by her chastity she*d patronize the 
Swedes ; and in semblance of a blear-eyed trull, paiadcd 
the battlements of Fort Christina, accompanied Hy Diana, 
as a serjeant^s widow of cracked reputation. The noted 
bully, IMIars, stuck swo horse-pistols into his belt, shouU 
deriiig a rusty firelock, and gallantly swaggering at their 
elbow as a drunken corporal— while Apollo trudged in 
their rear as a bandy-legged fifer, playing most villainously 
out of tune. 

On the other side, the ox-eyed Juno, who had gained a 
pair of black eyes overnight, in one of her curtain lectures 
with old Jupiter, displayed her haughty beauties on a bag- 
gage-waggon— -Minerva, as a brawny giii-suttler, tucked 
up her skirts, brandished her firsts, and swore most heroi- 
cally, in exceeding bad Dutch (having but lately studied 
tlie language), by way of keeping up the spirits of the sol- 
diers j while Vul<»n halted as a club-footed blacksmith, 
lately promoted to be a captain of militia. All was silent 
horror, or bustling preparation ; war reared his horrid front, 
gnashed loud his iron fangs, and shook his direful crest of 
bristling bayonets. 

And now the mighty chieftains mai-shalled out their 

hosts. Here stood stout Risingh, firm as a thousand 

nHrJ[»— ^ocrosted with stockades, and entrenched to the 

cbia ia mud batteries. — HS« «kxV\\lcv^ consisting of two 
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twirels and a carronade, loaded to the muzzle, the toach 
boles primed, and a whiskered bombadier stationed at 
each with lighted match m hand, waiting the word. His 
▼aliant infantry lined the breast-work in grim array, each 
having his mustachios fiercely greased, and his hair poma- 
tumed back, and queued so stiffly that he grinned above 
the ramparts like a grisly death's head. 

There came on the intrepid Hard-koppig Piet, a second 
Bayard, without fear or reproach — his brows knit, his 
teeth clenched, his breath held hard, rushing on like ten 
thousand bellowing bulls of Bashau. His faithful squire. 
Van Corlear, trudged valiantly at his heels, with his 
trumpet gorgeously bedecked with red and yellow ribands, 
the remembrances of his fair mistresses at the Manhattoes. 
Then came waddling on his sturdy comrades, swarmhig 
like the myrmidons of Achilles. There were the Vaii 
Wycks and the Van Dycks and the Ten Eycks — the Van 
Nesses, the Van Tassels, the Van Gi*olls, the Van Hoessens, 
the Van Giesons, and the Van Blarcoms. The Van Warts, 
the Van Winkles, the Van Dams, the Van Pelts, i\\e 
Van Rippers, and the Van Brunts. There were the Van 
Homes, the Van Hooks, the Van Buuschotens, the Van 
Gelders, the Van Arsdales, and the Van Bummels. The 
Vander Belts, theVander Hoofs, and the Vander Vourts, the 
Vander Lyns, the Vander Pools, and the Vander Spie- 
gels; there came the Hoffmans, the Hooghlands, the 
Hoppers, the Cloppers, the Ryckmans, the Dyckmans, 
the l^ogebooms, the Rosebooms, the Oothouts, the Quack- 
enbosses, the Roerbacks, the Garrebrantzs, the Bensuns, 
the Brouwers, the Waldrons, the Ondei'donksy the Varra 
Vangers, the Schermerborns, the Stoutenburghs, the Briu- 
kerhoffs, the Bontecous, the Knickerbockers, the Hock- 
strassers, the Ten Breecheses, and the Tough Breecheses, 
with a host of more valiant worthies, whose names are too 
crabbed to be written, or if they could t>e written, it would 
be impossible for man to utter — all fortitied with a mighty 
dinner, and to use the woixls of a great Dutch poet, 

** Brimful of wrath snd cabbtge <" 

For an instant the mighty Peter paused in the midst ot 
hb career, and mounting on a stump, addressed his troopa 
in eloquent low Dutch, exhorting them to fight like dujftwit, 
and assuring them, that if they conquered they should get 

Y 
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piMitjr of booty; if they fell, tfaey should be allowed the 
unparalleled sads&ctbn, wbile dying, of reflecdng that 
it was in the service of their country ; and after they were 
dead, of seeing their names inscribed in Hie temple of 
renown, and handed down in company with all the oihor 
great men of the year, for the admiration oi postmty. 
Finally, he swore to them, on -the word of a governor (and 
Hiey knew him too well to doubt for a moment), that if 
he caught any mother's son of them looking pale, or play* 
ing craven, he'd curry his hide till he made him run out of 
it like a snake in spring^dme. Then lug^ng out his trusty 
sabre, he brandished it three times over his head, ordered 
Van Corlear to sound a tremendous charge, and shouting 
the word " St Nicholas and the Manhattoes !" courageously 
dashed forwards. His warlike followers, who had employed 
the interval in lighting their pipes, instantly stuck them in 
their mouths, gave a furious puff, and chaiged gallantly un- 
der cover of the smoke. 

The Swedish garrison, ordered by the cunning lUsingh 
not to fire until they could distinguish the whites of thdr 
assailants' eyes, stood in horrid silence on the covert-way, 
until the eager Dutchmen had ascended the glacis. Then 
did they pour into them such a tremendous volley, that 
die very hills quaked around, and were terrified even unto 
an incontinence of water, insomuch that certain springs 
burst forth from their sides, which continue to run unto 
the present day. Not a Dutchman but would have bitten 
the dust beneath that dreadful fire, had not thie proteeting 
Minerva kindly taken care that the Swedes should, one 
and all, observe their usual custom of shutting their eyes, 
and turning away their heads, at the moment of discharge. 

The Swedes followed up their fire, by leaping die 
counterscarp, and falling tooth and nail upon the foe, with 
furious outcries. And now might be seen prodigies of 
valour, of which neither history nw song have ever 
recorded a parallel. Here was beheld the sturdy Stoflbl 
Brinkerhoff brandishing his lusty quarter-stafi^, like the 
terrible giant Blanderon his oak tree (for he scorned to 
carry any other weapon), and drumming an horrific tnne 
spon the heads of whole squadrons of Swedes. Then 
were the crafty Van Kortlandts, posted at a distance, 
iOr« Ae Locrian arehera of yore, and plying it most 
jHfiieatijr wjth the Iang4)0W| foi which tfaey were so Juidy 
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reaowned. At another place ^as celiected on a ii»iag 
knoll the valiant men of Sing>Sing, who assisted marvel- 
lously in the light, by cfaantiog forth the great song of St. 
Nicholas; but as to the Gardeniers of Hndsoa, they 
were absent from the battle, haviog been sent ont on a 
maranding party, to lay waste the ne^^bouring water* 
melon patches. • In a different part of the field might be 
seen the Van GroUs of Anthony's nose; but they were 
horribly perplexed in a defile between two little hills, by 
reason of the length of their noses. There were the Van 
Bunscbotens of Nyack and Kakiat, so renowned ftir 
kicking with the left foot ; but their skill availed them little 
at present, being short of wind, in consequence of the 
hearty dinner they had eaten : and (hey would irretrievably 
have been put to rout, had they not been reinforced by a 
gallant corps of VoUigeun^ composed of the Hoppers^ 
who advanced to their assistance nimbly on one foot. Nor 
mutt I omit to mention the incomparable achievements of 
Anthony Von Corlear, who for a good quarter of an hour^ 
waged stubborn fight with a little pursy Swedish drummer, 
whose hide he drummed most magnificently; and had 
he not come into the battle with no other weapon but bis 
fnraipet, would infallibly have put him to an untimely end. 

But now the combat thickened : on came the mighty 
Jacobus Varra Vanger, and the fighling men of the Wall- 
about ; afler them thundered the Van Pelts of Esopus, 
together with the Van Rippers and the Van Brunts, bear- 
ing down all before them ; then the Suy Dams and the 
Van Dems, pressing forward with many a blustering oath, 
at Che head of the warriors of Hell-gate, clad in their 
thnnder and lightning gaberdines ; and lastly, the standard- 
bearers and body.guai& of Peter Stoyvesant, bearing the 
great beaver of the Manhattoes. 

And BOW commence the horrid din, the desperate 
ftmgfgle, the maddening ferocity, the frantic desperation^ 
the oonfiiaioo, and self-abandonment of war. Dutchann 
9mA Swede commingled, tugged, panted, and blowed. The 
heavens were darkened with a tempest of missives. Bang ! 
went the gn ns wha c k ! struck the broadswords— thnmp ! 
went the cndjr cb" c r ash ! went the musket-stocluh— blowa 
— 4deks — cuOT— scratches — black eyes and bloody noiM 
•wdHnir the horrors of the scene ! lliwick-thwack, ewH 
wad haa^ hdtcr-skcltcr, Mggled5.^^5fe&l^^\iiatVi^JGNei^^ 
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head over beetis rough and tumble ! — Dunder and blixum ! 
swore the Dutchma n splitter and spluttter ! cried the 
Swedes. — Storm the works ! shouted Hard.koppi]( teeter. 
Fire the mine ! roared out stout Risingh — ^Tantara-ra-ra ! 
twaugM the trumpet of Anthony Van Corlear— until all 
▼oice and sound became unintelligible ; grunts of pain, yelb 
of fury, and shouts of triumph, commingled in one 
hideous clamour. The earth, shook as if struck with a 
paralytic stroke — trees shrunk aghast, and withered at the 
sight-crocks burrowed in the ground like rabbits, aod 
even Christina-creek turned from its course, and ran up a 
mountain in breathless terror. 

Long hung the contest doubtful j for though a heavy 
shower of rain, sent by the "cloud compelling Jove," in 
some measui'e cooled their ardour, as doth a bucket of 
water thrown. on a group of fighting mastiffs, yet did they 
but pause for a momeut, to return with tenfold fury to the 
charge belabouring each other with black and bloody 
bruises. Just at this juncture was seen a vast and dense 
column of smoke, slowly rolling towards tbe scene of 
battle, which for a while made even the furious combatants 
to stay their arms in mute astonishment ; but the wind for 
a momeut dispersing the murky cloud, from the midst 
thereof emerged the flaunting banner of the immortal 
Michael Paw. Thb noble chieftain came fearlessly on, 
leading a solid phalanx of oyster-fed Pavonians, who had 
remained behind, partly as a corps de reserve, and partly 
to digest the enormous dinner they had eaten. These 
sturdy yeomen, nothing daunted, did trudge manfully 
foi'ward, smoking their pipes with outrageous vigour, so 
as to raise tbe awful cloud that has been mentioned ; but 
marching exceedingly slow, being short of leg, and of 
great rotundity in the belt. 

And now the protec^ng deities of the army of New 

Amsterdam, having unthiukiugly left tbe field, and stepped 

into a neighbouring tavein to refresh themselves with a 

pot of beer, a dii-eful catastrophe had well nigh chanced 

to befal the Nederlanders. Scarcely had the myrmidons 

of the puissant Paw attained the front of battle, before 

the Swedes, instructed by the cunning Risingh, levelled a 

•hower of blows full at their tobacco pipes. Astounded 

•/ tbia unexpected assault, and totally discomfit^ at 

if^eiag tbeir pipes broken, the \a\\«.\A \>^lchmen fell into 

wmMi coafus'um. Already they be^vu \o ^^ >^« «^%r\^N»Gd^ 
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drorc <if unwieldy elephants, they throw their <Hm army 
hi an uproar, bearing^ down a whole legion of little Hop- 
pers; the sacred iMiiner, on which is emblazoned the 
g^l^ntic oyster of Communipaw, is trampled in the dirt; 
'the Swedes pluck np new spirits, and pressing on their 
rear, apply their feet, d parte poste, with a vigour that pro 
digiously accelerates their motions ; nor doth the renowned 
Paw himself fail to receive divers grievous and dbhonoui 
able visitations of shoe-leatlier ! 

But what, oh Muse ! was the rage of the gallant Peter, 
when from afar he saw his army yield ? With a voice of 
thunder did he roar after his recreant warriors, putting up 
such a war-whoop as did the stern Achilles, when the 
Trojan troops were on the point of burning all his gallejrs. 
The men of the Mauhattoes plucked up new courage when 
they heard their leader ; or rather they dreaded his fierce 
dbpleasure, of which they stood in more awe than of all the 
Swedes in Cbrutendom ; but the daring Peter not waiting 
'for their aid, plunged sword in hand, into the thickest di 
the foe. Then did he display some such incrediUe 
achievements as have never been known since the miracu- 
lous days of the giants. Wherever he went the enemy 
•hmnk before him ; with fierce impetuosity he pushed 
forward, driving the Swedes like dogs, into their own 
ditch ; but as he fearlessly advanced, the foe, like rushing 
waves which close upon the scudding bark, thronged upon 
his rear, and hung upon his flank with fearful peril. One 
crafty Swede, advancing warily on one side, drove his 
dastard sword full at the hero's heart ; but the protecting 
-power that watches over the safety of all great and good 
men, tamed aside the hostile blade, and directed it to a 
side pocket, where reposed an enormous iron tobacco-box, 
endowed, like the shield of Achilles, with supernatural 
powers, no doubt in consequence of its being piously 
^decorated with a portrait of the blessed St. Nicholas. Thna 
was the dreadful blow repelled, but not without occasioning 
to the great Peter a fearful loss of wind. 

like as a furious bear, when ^red by worrying curs, 
turns fiercely round, gna^es his teeth, and springes upon 
the foe, so did our hero turn upon the treacherous Swede. 
The miserable varlet souglit in flight for safety ; but the 
active PMer, seizing him by an immeasurable queue, that 
dangled frma his head,«-<<Ah, whoreaou calex^vUax *!* 
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roared be, <* here is what shall make dc^*s meat of th 
So saying, he whirled his trusty sword, and made a 
that would have decapitated him, had he, like Briaj 
half a hundred heads, but that the pityinfi^ steel at 
short, and shaved a queue for ever from hu crown, 
that very moment, a cunning arquebusier, perched oi 
summit of a neighbouring mouud, levelled his df 
instrument, and would have sent the gallant Stuyvesa 
wailing ghost to haunt the Stygian shore, had not 
watchful Minerva, who bad just stopped to tie u| 
garters, saw the great peril of her favourite chief, 
despatched old Boreas with his bellows, who in the 
nick of time, just as the direful match descended to 
pan, gave such a lucky blast as blew all the priming i 
the touch-hole ! 

Thus be waged the hoiTid fight, when the stout Risi 
surveying the battle from the top of a little ravelin, 
ceived his faithful troops banged, beaten, and kickc 
the invincible Peter. Language cannot describe 
ch9ler with which he was seized at the sight. He 
slopped for a moment to disburden himself of five t 
rand anathemas ; and then drawing bis immeasui 
falchion, straddled down to the field of combat, with i 
such thundering strides as Jupiter is said by Hesioi 
have taken, when he strode down the spheres to hor 
thunderbolts at the Titans. 

No sooner did these two rival heroes come face to 
than they each made a prodigious start, such as is i 
by your most experienced stage champions. Then 
they regard each other for a moment with bitter as; 
like two furious ram-cats on the very point of a clap 
clawing. . Tlien did they tlurow themselves in one attit 
then in another, striking their swords on the ground, 
on the right side, then on the left ; at last, at it they i 
like five hundred houses on fire ! Words caimot tel 
prodigies of strength and valour displayed on this di 
encounter — an encounter, compared to which the 
famed battles of Ajax with Hector, of iEueas with Tni 
Orlando with Kodomont, Guy of Warwick with Colbi 
the Dane, or of that renowned Welsh knight, Sir C 
of the Mountains with the giant Guylon, were all g 
BportM and boHday recreations. At length the va 
Peter, watching his oppoituu\l^> aimed a fearful 1 
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with the full intentioD of cleaving his advei-sary to the 
very chine; bat Risiugh, nimbly raising his sword, warded 
it off so narrowly that, glancing on one side, it shaved 
away a huge canteen that he always carried swung on one 
side; thence pursuing its trenchant course, it severed 
uff a deep coat- pocket, stored with bread and cheese ; 
all which dainties, rolling among the armies, occasioned 
a fearful scrambling between the Swedes and Dutchmen, 
and made the general battle lo wax ten times more furious 
than ever. 

Enraged to see his military stores thus wofuUy laid 
waste, the stout Risingh, collecting all his forces, aimed a 
mighty blow full at the heroes crest. In vain did his fierce, 
little cocked hat oppose its course; the biting steel clov^ 
through ihe stubborn ram beaver, and would infallibly; 
have cracked his crown, but that the skull was of such 
adamantine hardness that the brittle weapon shivered into 
pieces, shedding a thousand spai'ks, like beams of glory, 
round hb grisly visage. 

Stunned with the blow, the valiant Peter reeled, turned 
up his eyes, and beheld fifty thousand suns, besides moons 
and stars, dancing about the firmament: at length, missing 
hb footing, by reason of lus wooden leg, down he came 
on his seat of honour, with a crash that shook the sur. 
rounding hills, and would infallibly have wracked his ana- 
tomical system, had he not been received into a cushion 
•ofter than velvet, which Providence, or Minerva, or St. 
Nicholas, or some kindly cow, had benevolently prepared 
for his reception. 

The furious Risingh, in despite of that noble maxim, 
cherished by all true knights, that << fair play is a jewel,** 
hastened to take advantage of the heroes fall; but just as 
he was stooping to give the fatal blow, the ever vigilant 
Peter bestowed him a sturdy thwack over the sconce, with 
his wooden leg, that set some dozen chimes of bells rmg 
ing triple bobmajors in his cerebellum. The bewildered 
Swede staggered with the blow, and In the meantime the 
wary Peter, espying a pocket piutol lying hard by (wh ch 
bad dropped ftom the wallet of his faithful squire and 
trumpeter, Van Girlear, during his furious encounter 
with the dranuner), discharged it full at the head of the 
rocling Risiugh. Let not my reader mistake—it was not 
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a murderous weapon loaded with powder and ball, but a 
litlle stuidy stone pottle, dnurged to the mui^e with a 
dodble dram of true Dutch courage^ which the knowings 
Van Corlear always carried about him by way of reple« 
iiishing his valour. The hideous missive sone through the 
air, and true to its coarse^ as was the mighty fragment of a 
rock discharged at Hector by bully Ajax, encountered the 
Huge head of the gigantic Swede with matchless violence. 

Thn heaven-directed blow decided the eventful battle. 
The ponderous pericranium of General Jan Risiagh sunk 
upon hb breast J his knees tottered under him; a death-like 
torpor seized upon his Titan frame, and he tumbled to the 
earth with such treiaendous violence that okl Pluto started 
with affright, lest he should have broken through the roof 
of h'ls infernal palace. 

His fall was the signal of defeat and victory. The 
Swedes gave way— the Dutch pressed forward— the former 
took to their heels— the latter hotly pursued. Some en- 
tered with them, pell mell, through the sallyport— others 
stormed the bastion, and others scrambled over the curtain- 
Thus in a little while the impregnable fortress of Fort 
Cliristina, which, like another Troy, had stood a siege of 
full ten hours, was finally carried by assault, without the 
loss of a single man on either side. Victory in the likeness 
of a gigantic ox-fly, sat peiched upon the cocked bat of 
the gallant Stuyvesant ; and it was universally declared, 
by all the writers whom he hired to write the hbtory of 
his expedition, that on this memorable day he gained a 
sufficient quantit^y of glory to immortaliae a dozen of the 
l^reatest heroes in Christendom ! 
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ieh the Author and the Reader^ while repoHng 
tte Battle, fall into a very grave discourse^aftef 
ie recorded the conduct of Peter Stupvesant aftei 

Ua Victory. 

iMMB to St. Nicholas, we have safely finished this 
idous battle : let us sit down, my worthy reader, 
do\ ourselves, for I am in a prodij^ious sweat and 
ion. Truly this fighting^ of battles is hot work ! and 
r great commanders did but know what trouble they 
b^ historians, they would not have the conscience 
lieve so many horrible victories. But methinks I 
oy reader complain, that throughout this boasted 

there is not the least slaughter, nor a single in^i- 
maimed, if we except the unhappy Swede, who 
born of his queue by the trenchant blade of Peter 
sant *, all which, he observes, is a great outrage on 
>ility, and highly injurious to the interest of the 
ion. 

I is certainly an objection of no little moment; bat it 
entirely from the obscurity that envelopes the remote 
s of time, about which 1 have undertaken to write, 
though doubtless, from the importance of the object^ 
le prowess of the parties concerned, there must have 
terrible carnage and prodigies of valour displayed 

the walls of Christina ; yet, notwithstanding that 

consulted every history, manuscript, and tradition 
ng this memorable, though long forgotten battle, I 
I find mention made of a single man killed or wounded 

whole affair. 

I is, without doubt, owing to the extreme modesty 

forefathei-8, whu, like their descendants, were never 
to vaunt of their achievements ; but it is a virtue 
laces their hiMtorian in a most embarrassing predica- 
for, having promised my readers a hideous and 
tllelcd battle, and having worked them up into a 
e ami blood-thirsty state of mind, to put them off 
it any havoc ami slaug^iter was as bitter a disap. 
sent us to summons a multitude of good people to 
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Uend an €xecottoii« aud then cruelly baulk them by a 
epriere. 

Had the inexorable fatee only allowed me some half a 
•core dead men, I bad been content j for I would hare made 
them racb heroes as abounded in the olden time^ but whose 
race is now unfortunately extinct. Any one of #^m, if 
we may bclieye those authentic writers, the poets, could 
drive great armies like sheep before him, and conquer and 
desolate whole cities by his single arm. 

But seeing that I had not a single life at my disposal, 
all that was left me was to make the most 1 could of my 
battle, by means of kicks and cuffs and bruises, and such 
like ignoble wounds. And here I cannot but compare my 
dilemma, iu some sort, to that of the divine Milton, who, 
having arrayed with sublime preparation his immortal 
hosts against each other, b sadly put to it, how to manage 
them, and how he shall make the end of his battle answer 
to the beginning ; inasmuch as, being mere spirits, he can- 
not deal a mortal blow, nor even give a flesh wound to 
any of his combatants. For my part, the greatest diffi- 
culty I found was, when I had once put my warriors in a 
passion, and let them loose into the midst of the enemy, 
to keep them irom doing mischief. Many a time had I 
to restrain the sturdy Peler, from cleaving a gigantic 
Swede to the very waistband, or spitting half a dozen 
little fellows on his sword, like so many sparrows. And 
when I had set some hundred of missives flying in the 
air, I did not dare to suffer one of them to reach the 
ground, lest it should have put an end to some unlucky 
Dutchman. 

The reader cannot conceive how mortifying it is to be a 
writer, thus in a manner to have his hands tied, and how 
many tempting opportunities I had to wink at, where 
might have made as fine a death blow as any recorded i 
history or song. 

From my own experience, I begin to doubt most potent 
of the authenticity of many of Homer^s stories. I ver 
believe that when he had once launched one of his favoui 
heroes among a crowd of the enemy, he cut down many 
honest fellow, without any authority for so doing, excep* 
that he presented a fair mark — and that often a poor c 
was amt to grion Pluio^s domains^ merely because he 
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tbat wouM give a sounding turn to a period. But 
1 disrlaim all such unprincipled liberties— let me but have 
truth and- the law on my side, and no man would fifrht 
harder than myself: but since the various records I con- 
salted did not warrant it, I had too much couscitqce to kill 
a aini^le soldier. By St. Nicholas, but it would have been 
a pretty piece of business. My enemies, the critics, who 
I roresee wilt be ready enough to lay any crime they can 
discover at my door, 'might have charged me with murdei 
oatr^ht; and 1 should have esteemed myself lucky to 
have escapfd with no harsher verdict than manslaughter. 

And now, gentle reader, that we are tranquilly sitting 
down here smoking our pipes, permit me to indulge in a 
nelaiicholy reflection which at this moment passes across 
my mind. How vain, how fleeting, how uncertain, are all 
thoae gaudy bubbles after which we are pantins^ and toiKng^ 
IB thb world of fair delusions! The wealth which the 
miser has amassed with so many weary days, so maqy 
sleepless nights, a spendthrift heir may squander away 
in joyless prodigality. The noblest monupients which pride 
has ever reared to perpetuate a name, the hand of tinie 
will shortly tumble into ruins; and even the brightest 
laurels, rained by feats of arms, may wither and he for 
ever blinited by the chilling neglect of mankind. ** How 
many iUustrious heroes,** says the good Boetius, <<who 
were once the pride and glory of the age, hath the silence 
of historians buried in eternal oblivion !** And this it was 
that induced the Spartans, when they went to battle^ 
solemnly to sacriftce to the muses, supplicating that their 
adiievements should be worthily recorded. Had not 
Homer tuned his lofty lyre, observes the elegant Ciceroy 
the valour of Achilles bad remained unsung. And such 
too^ after all the toils and perils he had braved, after all 
the gallant actions he bad achieved, such too had nearly 
been the mte of the chivalric Peter Stuyvesant, but that 1 
fortunately stepptd in and eng^ved his name on the in- 
delible tablet of history, just as the caitiff Time was silently 
brushing it away for ever.' 

TIm! more 1 reflect the more I am astonished at the 
important character of tll^ historian. He is the sovereigtt 
ocaaor, to decide upon the renown or infkmy of his feHow* 
•€■. He is the patron of kinn and conquerors, on wIknb 
it dppcads whether they shafi live in after ages^ or hs 
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Hmrg ottcn ai were their ancestors before tbem. The tyrant 
may oppress while the object of his tyranny exists ; but 
the historian possesses superior might, for his power ex- 
tends even beyond the grave. The shades of departed 
and long forgotten heroes anxiously bend down from 
above, while he writes, watching each movement of his 
pen, whether il shall pass by their names with neglect, or 
inscribe them on the deathless pages of renown. Even 
the drop of ink that hangs trembling on his pen, which he 
may either dash upon the floor, or waste in idle screwlings 
—that very drop, which to him is not worth the twentieth 
part of a farthing, may be of incalculable value to some 
departed worthy-^^nay elevate half a score, in one moment, 
to immortality, who would have given worlds, had they 
possessed them, to insure the glorious meed. 

Let not my readers imagine, however, that I am in- 
dulging in vain-glorious boastings, or am anxious to blazon 
forth the importance of my tribe. On the contrary, I 
shrink when I reflect on the awful responsibility we his- 
torians assume— I shudder to think what direful commo- 
tions and calamities we occasion in the world— I swear to 
thee, honest reader, as I am^ a man, 1 weep at the very 
idea ! Why, let me ask, are so many illustrious men 
daily tearing themselves away from Ihe embraces of their 
families — slighting the smiles of beauty— despising the 
allurements of fortune, and exposing themselves to the 
miseries of war ? — Why are kings desolating empires and 
depopulating whole countries? — In short, what induces 
all great men, of all ages and countries, to commit so 
many victories and misdeeds, and inflict so many miseries 
upon mankind and on themselves, but the mere hope that 
some historian will kindly take them into notice, and ad- 
mit them into a comer of his volume. For, in short, the 
mighty object of aX\^ their toils, their hardships, and pri- 
vations, is nothing Sut immorte^ fiune — and what is 

immortal fame? why, half a page of dirty paper! 

Alas ! alas ! how humiliating the idea— that the renown 
of so great a man as Peter Stuyvesant should depend 
upon the pen of so little a man as Diedrich Knicker 
bocker! 

And now, having refreshed oni^elves after the fatigues 

and perils of the field, it bdioves us to return once mart 

to tbifsceue of conflict, and inquire what were the results 

of tbii renowned conquest. The fotlcem of Christinm being 



akt hkr melroputifl, ami id a manner the key to New 
Svcdeoy its capture was speedily followed by the entire 
Mikjittfi^ioo of the proTioce. This was not a little pi'O* 
watcied by the gallant and courteous deportment of the 
diiralric Peter. Though a man tcirible in battle, yet in 
Um hour of victory was he endued with a spirit generous, 
■Mrcifuly and bamane.—- He rautited not over his enemies, 
■or did he make defeat more galling by unmanly insults ; 
§&r like that mirror of knightly virtue, the renowned 
Fabdin Orlando, lie was more anxious to do great actions 
than to talk of them after they were doi.e. He put no man 
to death ; ordered no houses to be burnt down ; permitted no 
ravages to be perpetrated on the property of the vanquished ; 
aad even gave one of his bravest officers a severe admo- 
■itiuo with his walking staflT, for having been detected in 
the act of sacking a ben-roosk. 

He osoreover issued a proclamation, inviting the inha- 
bitanu to solimil to the authority of their high mighti- 
tsaci ; but declaring, with unexampled clemency, that 
whoever refused should be lodged at the public expense, 
ift a goodly castle provided for the purpose, and have an 
mnnA retinue to wait on them in the bargain. In conse- 
qvenos of these t>eneiicent terms, about thirty Swedes 
■lepped nsanfully forward and took the oath of allegiance ; 
m reward for which they were graciously permitted tc 
icnuuo on the banks of the Delaware, wheie their descend- 
aata reside at this very day. But 1 am told by divera 
obaervant travellers, that they have never been able to get 
over the chap-fallen looks of their anceHtorx, and do still 
voaccountably transmit from father to son manifest marks 
of the aouud drubbing given them by the sturdy Amster- 
dammers. 

The whole country of New.Sweden, having thus yielded 
to the annsof ttie triumphant Peter, was reduced to a 
colony called South River, and placed under the superin« 
Icodence of a lieutenant-governor ; subject to the control 
of the supreme government at New* Amsterdam. This 
gre^ dignitary was called Mynheer William Beekman, or 
rmther BeeA-man, who derived his surname, as did Ovidiua 
IfMO uf yore, for the lordly dineoaioiM of bia noaa, whkk 
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projected from tbe centre of his countenance, tike the beak 
of a parrot. He was the f[^at progenitor of the tribe of 
the Beekmans, one of the most ancient and honourable 
families of the province, the members of which do grate- 
fully commemorate the origin of their dignity, not as your 
noble families in England would do, by having a glowing 
proboscis emblazoned in their escutcheon, but by one and 
all wearing a right goodly nose, stuck in the very middle 
of their faces. 

Thus was this perilous enterprise gloriously terminated, 
with the loss of only two men : Wolfert Van Home, a 
tall spare man, who was knocked overboard by the boom 
of a sloop in a flaw of wind ; and fat Brom Van Brummel, 
who was suddenly carried off by an indigestion : both, 
however, were immortalized, as having bravely fallen in 
the service of their country. True U is, Peter Stuyvesant 
had one of his limbs terribly fractured, being shattered to 
pieces in tlie act of storming the fortress ; but as it was 
fortunately his wooden leg, the wound was promptly and 
eflectually healed. 

And now nothing remains to this branch of my history, 
but to mention that this immaculate hero, and his victori- 
ous army, returned joyously to the Manhattoes, marching 
under the bhade of their laurels, as did the followers of 
young Malcolm, under the moving forest of Dunsinane. 
Thus did they make a solemn and triumphant entry into 
New Amsterdam, bearing with them the conquered Ri- 
singh, and the remnant of his battered crew, who had 
refused allegiance. For it appears that the gigantic Swede 
had only fallen into a swoon, at the end of the liattle, from 
whence he was speedily restored by a wholesome tweak of 
the nose. 

These captive heroes were lodged, according to the 
promise of the governor, at the public expense, in a fair 
and spacious castle ; being the prison of state, of which 
Stoffel Brinkerhoff, the immortal conqueror of Oyster 
Bay, was appointed governor ; and which has ever since 
remained in the possession of his descendants.*^ 

. * This castle, though very macb altered and moderaized, it itill 
ia btiag, aad stands at the comer of Fearl-street, facing Goeatie's 
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It was a pleasant and goodly sight to witness the joy ^ 
the people of New Amsterdam, at beholding tlieir war- 
riors once more returned from this war in the wilderness. 
The old women thronged round Anthony Van ('uriear, 
who gave the whole history of the camgaign with match- 
less accuracy ; saving that he took the credit of fighting 
the whole battle himself, and especially of vanquishing the 
stout Risingh, which he considered himself as clearly 
entitled to, seeing that it was effected by his own stone 
pottle. 

The schoolmasters throughout the town gave holiday 
to their little urchins, who followed in droves after the 
drums, with paper caps on their heads, and sticks in their 
breeches, thus taking the first lesson in the art of war. 
As to the sturdy rabble, they thronged at the heels of 
Peter Sluyvesant wl^prever he went, waving their greasy 
hats in the air, and shouting ** Hard-koppig Piet for 
ever !" 

It was, indeed^ a day of roaring rout and jubilee. A 
huge dinner was prepared at the Stadthouse in honour of 
the conquerors, where were assembled in one glorious con. 
stellation, the great and the little luminai-ies of New-Am- 
sterdam. There were the lordly schout and his obsequi- 
ous deputy — the burgomasters with their officious schepeiis 
at their elbows — the subaltern officers at the elbows of the 
schepeus ; and so on, to the lowest grade of illustrious 
hangers-on of police \ every tag having his rag at his side, 
to finish his pipe, driuk off his heel-taps, and laugh at his 
flights of immortal dullness. In short, for a city feast is a 
city feast all the world over, and has been a city feast ever 
since the creation ; the dinner went off much the same as 
do our great corporation junketings, and fourth of July 
banquets. Loads of fish, flesh, and fowl, were devoured, 
oceans of liquor drunk, thousands of pipes smoked, and 
many a dull joke honoured with much obstrepei*ous fat- 
sided laughter. 

1 must not omit to mention, that to this far famed 
victory Peter Stuyvesant was iiHlebted for another of his 
many titles \ for so hugely delighted were the honest 
burghers with his achievements, that they uuanimousijr 
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honoured bim with the limine of Pieter de Oroodt, that m 
to say, Peter the Great, or, a« it was translated by tlie 
|M^ple oi New Amsteixlain, Piei de Pig — an appellatiuu 
which he maintained eren unto the day of his death. 
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BOOK SEVENTH. 

CONTAINING THE THIRD PART OF THE REIGN OF 
PETER THE HEADSTRONG — HIS TROUBLES WITH THE 
BRIVISH NATION ) AND THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 

THE DUTCH DYNASTY. 



CHAP. I. 

How Peter Stuyvesant relieved tite Sovereign People 

from the burthen of takine care qf the Nation"^ with 

sundry part iculqgft of hit conduct in time of Peace, 

The history of the reign of Peter Stuyvesaot furnishes a 
melancholy pictare of the incessant cares and vexations in- 
separable from government j and may serve as a solemn 
warning to all who are ambitious of attaining the seat of 
power. Though crowned with victory, enriched by con- 
quest, and returning in triumph to his metropolis, his ex- 
ultation was checked by beholding the sad abuses that had 
taken place during the A>rt interval of his absence. 

The populace, unfortunately tor their own comfort, had 
taken a deep draught of the intoxicating cup of power, 
during the reign of William the Testy ^ and thuug^h, upon 
the accession of Peter Stuyvesant, they felt, with a certain 
iustiuctive perception, which mubs as well as cattle pos- 
sess, that the reins of government had passed into strvDger 
bands ; yet could they not help fretting, and chafing, and 
champing upon the bit, in restive silence. 

It seems by some strange and inscrutable fatality, to be 
the destiny of most countries (and more especially of your 
enlighten«^ republics), always to be governed by the must 
iucunipetent man in the nation j so Chat you will scancly 
find an individual throughout the whole community, but 
who will detect to you innumerable eiTors in admiuistru* 
tion, and convince you in the end, that had lie been at the 
h^'ad of affairs, matters would have gone on a thousand 
times more prosfferously. Strange ! that governmenly 
wludb aeeiiia to be so g«iicndly uudoslood^ Hhuuild iuta.* 
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riably be so erroneously adminUfered — strange, that the 
talent of le{(i8latioii, so proclig^ally befttqwed, should be 
denied to the only man in the nation to whose station it is 
requbite ! 

Thus it was in the present instance, not a man of all the 
herd of pseudo-politicians in New-Amsterdam, but was an 
oracle on topics of state, and could have directed |^ublic 
affairs incomparably better than Peter Stuyvesant. But 
so severe was the old fj^overnor in his disposition, that he 
would never suffer one of the multitude of able counsellors 
by whom he was surrounded, to intrude his advice, and 
save the country frofn destruction. 

Scarcely, therefore, had he departed on his expedition 
aipiinst the Swedes, than the old faction of William Kieft*s 
reifcn beg^n to thrust their heads above water, and to 
(lather tog^ether in political meetiw, to discuss, << the 
state of tl^ nation.** At these assemttages the busy bur^ 
masters and tbetr officious schepens mside a very consitter- 
able fig^ure. These worthy dij^nitaries were no longer the 
fat, well fed, tranquil mtigistrates, that^ presided in tlic 
peaceful days of Wouter Van Twiller. C>n the contrary, 
being elected by the people, they formed in a manner a 
sturdy bulwark between the mob and the administration. 
They were great candidates for popularity, and strenuous 
advocates for the rights of the ndible ; resembling in disin- 
terested zeal the wide-mouthed mbunes of ancient Rome, 
or those virtuous patriots of modem days, emphatieally 
denominated ** the friends of the people.** 

Under the tuition of these profound politicians, it is 
astonishing how suddenly enlightened the swinish multi- 
tude became, in matters above their comprehensions. 
Cobblers, tinkers, add tailors, all at once felt themselves 
inspired, like those religious idiots in the glorious times of 
monkish illumination ; and, without any pi-evious study or 
experience, became instantly capable of directing all the 
movements of government. Nor roust 1 neglect to men* 
tion a number of superannuated, wrong headed old 
burghers, who had come over when boys, in the crew of the 
Cfoede Vrauw, and were held up as infallible oracles by 
liie enlightened mob. To suppose that a man who had 
htflped to discover a country did not know how it ought to 
ht' ^f/ferned, was preposterous in the extreme. It would 
bare tfeea deemed at mucVi u hficejRf as, at the pr«aeot 
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day, to questNMi the political taletit and universal iufaU 
libility of our ukl <* heroes of '78*' — and to doubt that 
he who bad fought for a government, however stupid he 
might naturally be, was not competent to fill any station 
under it. 

But as Peter Stuyvesant had a singular inclination to 
govern his province without the assistance of his subjects, 
lie felt highly incensed on his return to find the factious* 
appearance they had assumed during his absence. His 
first measure, therefore, was to restore perfect oi*der, by 
pnwtrating the dignity of the sovereign people. 

He accordingly watched his opportunity, and one even- 
ing, when the enlightened mob was gathered together, 
Intening to a patriotic speech from an inspired cobbler, tlie 
intrepid Peter, like his great namesake of all the Russias, 
all at once appeared Maong them, with a countenance suf- 
ficient to petrify a mi1l-«tone. The whole meeting was 
thrown into consternation— -the orator seemed to have 
received a paralytic stroke in the very middle of a snbiime 
•eutence, and stood aghast with open mouth and trembling 
knees, whilst the words horror ! tyranny ! liberty ! rightx ! 
taxes \ death ! destruction ! and a deluge of other patrio- 
tic phrases, came roaring from his throat, before be had 
power to close his lips. The shrewd Peter took no notice 
of the skulking throng around him, but advancing to the 
brawling bully ruffian, and drawing out a huge silver watch, 
which might have served in times of yore as a town-clock, 
and which b still retained by his descendants as a family 
curiosity, requested the orator to mend it, and set it going. 
The orator humbly confessed it was utterly out of his 
power, as be was unacquainted with the nature of its con- 
struction. ** Nay, but,'' said Peter, *< try your ingenuity, 
man : you see all the springs and wheels, and how easily 
the clumsiest hand may stop it, and pull it to pieces ; and 
why should it not be equally easy to regulate as to stop 
it?** The orator declared that his trade was wholly dif- 
ferent, he was a poor cobbler, and had never meddled 
with a watch in his life. That there were men skilled in 
the art, whose business it was to attend to those matters j 
but for his part, he should only mar the workmanship, ami 
put the whole in confusion—-** Why, harkee, master of 
mine,** cried Peter, taming suddenly upon him, with a 
cuant«uancc that ^raosl petrified Ihft ^IcbetcA i^^'vo^^ 
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a perfect lapstone— ^ dost thou pretend to ineddle with 
the movements of goveniment — to regulate and correct, 
and patch, and cobble a complicated machine, the princi- 
ples of which are above thy comprehension, and its sim- 
plest operations too subtle fur thy understanding, when 
thou canst not correct a trifling error in a common piece of 
mechanism, the whole mystery of which is open to thy in- 
spection ?— -Hence with thee to the leather and ston^ 
which are emblems of thy head j cobble thy shoes, and 
confine thyself tu the vocation for which heaven has fitted 
thee — But," elevating his voice until it made the welkin 
• ring, ** if ever I catch thee, or any of thy tribe, meddling 
. again with the affairs of government— by St. Nicholas, 
but IMl have every mother^s bastard of ye fleaM aliv^ and 
your hides stretched for drum-heads, tluit ye may thence> 
forth make a noise to some purpose !** 

This threat, and the tremendous voice in which it was 
uttered, caused the whole multitude to quake with fear. 
The hair of the orator rose on his head like his own swine^s 
bristles, and not a knight of the thimble present but his 
heart died within him, and he felt as though he could have 
verily escaped through the eye of a needle. 

But though this measure produced the desired effect in 
reducing the community to order, yet it tended to injure 
the popularity of the great Peter among the enlightened 
vulgar. Many accused him of entertaining highly aristo- 
cratic sentimeuts, and of leaning too much in favour of 
the patricians. Indeed there appeared to be some grounds 
fur such an accusation, as he always carried himself with 
a very lofty soldier-like port, and was somewhat particular 
in his dress ; dressing himself, when not in uniform, in 
simple but rich apparel ; and was especially noted for 
, having his sound leg (which was a very comely one) 
always arrayed in a red stocking and high-heeled shoe. 
Though a man of great simplicity of manners, yet there 
was somethiag about him that repelled rude familiarity, 
while it encouraged frank, and even social intercourse. 

He likewise observed some appearance of court cere- 
mony and etiquette. He received the common class 
of visitors on the stoop* before his door, according to 
the custom of our Dutch ancestors. But when visitors 

' Properly spelled stoeb : the \»otch c^namoDly built in front of 
■ JJutcb iiouses. with benches on e«k£h«\^ 

w 
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were formally received in liis ]Mulour, it was expected 
tbey would appear iu clean linen ; by no meant to be 
bare-footed, and alwayg to take their hats oif. On pnblk 
occasions he appeared with g^reat pomp of equipage (for,. 
in trutby his station required a little show and dignity), and 
always rode to chuixh in a yellow waggon with flaming red 
wheels. 

These symptoms of state and ceremony occasioned cod-^ 
siderable discontent among the vulgar. They liad been 
accustomed to find easy access to their former goveruom, 
and in particular had lived on terms of exti'eme familiarity 
with William the Testy. They therefore were very impa. 
tient of these dignified pi*ecautioiis, which ditscoui-aged 
intrusion. But Peter Stiiyvesant had his own way of 
thinking in these matters, and was a stanch upholder of 
the dignity of ofiice. 

He always maintained that government to be the least 
popular, which is most open to |H>pular access and con- 
trol ; and that the very hrawlera af^ainst court ceremony, 
and the reserve of men in power, would soon despise 
rulers among whom they found even themselves to be of 
eoosequence. Such, at least, had been the case with the 
administration of William the Testy; who, beut on making 
himself popular, had listened to every man^s advice, sun 
lering every body to have admittance to his person at all 
hours ; and, in a word, treated every one as his tlioroiigh 
equal. By Uiis means every suub politician and pub- 
lic busy. body was enabled to mea ure wits with him, and i 
to find out the true dimentiiuu.^, not only of his person, 
h«t his mind. — And what great man can stand such 
•crutiny ! 

It it the mystery that envelops great meni that g^vea 
them half their greatness. We are already inchn«l to 
think highly of those who hold themselves aloof from our 
eiuimination. Ttiere is likewise a kind of supei*stitious 
reverence tor office which leads us to exaggerate the 
merits and abilities «>f men in power, and to suppose that 
they must be constituted different from other men. And, 
indeed, faith is as necessary in politics as in religion. It 
certainly is of the first importance, that a country should 
be governed by wise men ; but then it is almo«t equally 
mpurtant, that the people should believe them tu Le wise} 
lur this belief akioe ean produce willing subordinatkA, 
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To keep up, therefore, this desirable confidence t 
rulers, the people should be allowed to see as little of 
them as possible. He who gains access to cabinets soon 
finds out by what foolishness the world is governed. He 
discovers that there is quackery in leg^lation, as well as 
iu every thing else ; that many a measure, which is sup- 
posed by the million to be the result of great wisdom and 
deep deliberation, is the effect of more chance, or perhaps 
of hair-brained experimeut.—.That rulers have their whims 
and errors as well as other men, and after a}l are not so 
wondeifully superior to their fellow-creatures as be at first 
imagined ^ since be finds that even his own opinions have 
had some weight with them. Thus awe subsides into con- 
fidence, confidence inspires familiarity, and familiarity 
produces contempt. Peter Stuyvesant, on the contrary, 
by conducting himself with dignity and loftiness, was 
looked up to with great reverence. As he never gave his 
reasons for any thing he did, the public always gave bira 
credit for very profound ones. £very movement, however 
intrinsically unimportant, was a matter of speculation ; and 
his very reid stockings excited some respect, as being dif- 
ferent from the stockings of otho* men. 

To these times may we refer the rise of ftunily pride and 
aristocratical distinctions ;* and indeed I cannot but look 
back with reverence to tjae eai'ly planting of those mighty 
Dutch families, which have taken such vigorous root, and 
branched out so luxuriantly in our state. The blood which 
has fiuwed down uucontaminated through a succession of 
steady, virtuous generations, since the times of the patri- 
archs of Commnuipaw, must certainly be pure and worthy. 
And if so, then are the Van Rensellears, the Van Zandtsy 
the Van Homes, the Rutgei-s, the Benaons, the Brinker- 
lioffs, the Schei-meihonis, and all the true descendants of 
the ancient Pavonians, the only legitimate nobility and real 
lords of the soil. 

1 have been led to mention thus particularly the well- 
authenticated claims of our, genuine Dutch families, be- 
cause 1 have noticed with great sorrow and vexation, that 

* III a work pnblislied many yean after the time here tieated of 
(in 1701, by C. W. A. M.) it is mentioned that Frederick Pliilipiie was 
rounted the richest Mynheer in Mew.York, and was mid to have 
whole hogsheads of Indian money or wampam ; and had a son and 

daufrbter, who, according \o Ihe Doich custom, should divide it 

equu * 
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they have been somewhat elbowed aside in latter days, by 
foreign intruders. It is really astonishing to behold how 
many great families have sprung up of late yeare, who 
pride themselves excessively on the score of ancestry. 
Thus he who can look up to his father without humilia* 
tion assumes not a little importance-— he who can safely 
talk of his grandfather is still more vain-glorious— but he 
who can look to his great grandfather without blushing is 
absolutely intolerable in his pretensions to family.— -Bless 
us ! what a piece of work is here, between these mushrooms 
of an hour and these mushrooms of a day ! 

But from what I have recounted in the former part of 
this chapter, 1 would not have my readers imagine that the 
great Peter was a tyrannical governor, ruling his subjects 
with a rod of iron-^on the contrary, where the dignity, 
of authority was not implicated, he abounded with gene- 
rosity and courteous condescension. In fact he really 
believed, though 1 fear my more enlightened republican 
readers will consider it a proof of his ignorance and illi- 
berality, that in preventing the cup of social life from 
being dashed with the intoxicating ingredient of politics, 
be promoted the tranquillity and happiness of the people 
—and by detaching their minds from subjects which they 
could not nndej'stand, and which only tended to inflame 
tbeir passions, he enabled them to attend more faithfully 
and industriously to their proper callings ; becoming more 
useful citizens, and more attentive to their families and 
fortunes. 

So far from having any unreasonable austerity, he 
delighted to see the poor and the labouring man rejoice^ 
and for this purpose was a g^eat promoter of holidays and 
public amusements. Under his reign was first introduced 
the custom of cracking eggs at Paas or Easter. New* 
yearns Day was also observed with extravagant festivity — 
and ushered in by the ringing of bells and firing of guns. 
Every house was a temple of the jolly god. Oceans of 
cherry brandy^ true Hollands, and mulled cider, were set 
•float on the occasion ; and not a poor man in town but 
made it a point to get drunk, out of a principle of pure 
coooomy— taking in liquor enough to serve him for half a 
year afterwards. 

It would have done oiie*s heart food «\so V^Van^ 
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the fmlknt Peter, Mated amoBg the old biirgiMn end their 
wi¥ei of a Saturday aftemooo, under the great trees that 
■pread their shade orer the Battery, watching the young 
men and women as they danced un the green. Here he 
would smoke his pipe, crack his joke, and forget the rug- 

Eid toils of war in the sweet oblivious festivities of peace, 
e would occasionally give a nod of approbation to those 
of the young men who shuffled and kicked most vigorously, 
and DOW ami then give a hearty smack, in all honesty of 
aoal, to the buxom lass that held out longest, and tired 
down all her competitors, which he considered as infallible 
proofs of her being the best dancer. Once it is true the 
harmony of the meetiug was rather interrupted. A young 
rrouw, of great figure in the gay world, nnd who, having 
lately come from Holland, of course led the fashions in 
the city, . made her appearance in not mcNre than half a 
dozen petticoats, and those too of most alarming short- 

ness ^A universal whisper ran through the assembly ; 

the old ladies all felt shocked in the extreme, the young 
ladies blushed and telt excessively for the ^ poor thing,^ 
and even the governor himsdf was observed to be a little 
troubled in mind. To complete the astonishment of the 
good folks, she undertook, iu the course of a jig, to 
describe some astonishing figures in algebra, which she had 
learned from a dancing master in Rotterdam. — Whether 
she was too animated in flourishiug' her feet, or whether 
some vagabond Zephyr took the liberty of obtruding his 
services, certain it is, thnt in the course of a grand evolu- 
tion whidi would not have disgraced a modem ball room^ 
she made a most unexpected display — whereat the whole 
assembly was thrown into great admiration, several grave 
country members were not a little moved, and the good 
Peter himself, who was a mau of unpai'alleled modesty, 
felt himself grievously scandalized. 

The shortness of the female dresses, which had conti- 
nued ill fanhion ever since the days of William Kieft, had 
long oflended his eye ; and though extremely averse U 
meddling with the petticoats of the ladies, yet he immc 
diately recommended that every one should be furnisbe 
with a flounce to the bottom. He likewise ordered th 
the lddie», and indeed the i^entlemen, should use no oHi 
»tep ia dancing than shuffie aud lurA^^xMid^^ble tnmbl 



md forbade^ under pain of has high displeasure, any younji^ 
lady thenceforth to attempt what was terroed, ** exhioitinf 
the ipraces.** 

^j^oe were the only rettrictions he ever imposed upon 
tlie 8^psiid~lbese ^ere consiilered by them as tyrannical 
'VppnSiions, and^ resisted with that becumiiig spirit always 
nanifested by the identic sex whenerei* their pi*ivileg«s are 
inraded. — In fact, Peter Stuyvesant. plainly pej'oeiTed, 
that if he attempted to push the matter aiiy further, there 
wns danger of ^ir leaving olT petticoats aJt<igether ; act, 
like a wise man experienced in the ways of woooeti, he 
KeM his peace, and suffered them erer after to wear tbeir 
petticoaU and cut their capers as high as they pleased. 



CHAP. II. 

flow Peter Stuyve»anJi wa» much moleded b§f the Met*- 

. Vnopen of the Eatt, and the Giantt of HerryUand ; 

^md how a dark and horrid Conspiracif mas carried mi 

in ike BrUitk Catrinct against the protperiig of ikf 

Manbatioet. 

Wc are now appronchtng towards the crisis of oar vorky 
and if J be not mistaken in my foreboding, we shall have 
a world of business to despatch in tlie eiisoing cfaapters. 

It is with Sonne oonMnnuities aa it is with certain med- 
dlesome individna48, they have a wonderful Cacility at 
ipettang into scrapes ; and I have always remarked, that 
those are most liable to get in, who have the least talent 
mt getting out again. Thi« is, doubtless, owing to the 
excessive valour of tbose states ; 4br t have likewise no- 
ticed that this Munpant and ungovereaUe quality is always 
most unruly where most conlined, which accounts for its 
vapiuring so amaxiugly in little states, little mea, and 
i^gly little women more especially. 

Thus, when one reflects that the province of the Man- 
battoes, though of prodigious impoitance in the fyesof its 
inhabitants and its bisturian, was really of no vt- ry great 
uonse^ueoce in the eyes of the rest of the woild ; flai it 
had but little wealth *w other spoils to reward the trouble 
U aasailiaf it, and that it had iiQtliifit^V)exv«cX% 

4 IL 
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nin^ wantonly into war, save an exceeding^ good beating ; 
on pondering these things, I say, one would utterly 
despair of finding in its history either battle or bloodshed, 
or any other of those calamities which give importance to 
a nation, and entertainmisnt to the reader. But, on the 
contrary, we find, so valiant is this province, that it has 
already drawn upon itself a host of enemies ^ has bad as 
many buffetings as would gratify the ambition of the most 
warlike nation \ and is, in sober sadness, a very forlorn, 
distressed, and woe-begone little province j — all which was, 
no doubt, kindly ordered by Providence, to give interest 
and sublimity to this pathetic history. 

But 1 forbear ^o enter into a detail of the pitiful ma- 
raudings and harassments that for a long while after the 
victory oh the Delaware, continued to insult the dignity, 
and disturb the repose of the Nederlanders. Suffice it 
In brevity to say, that the implacable hostility of the 
people of the east, which had so miraculously, been pre- 
vented from breaking out, as my readers must remember^ 
by the sudden prevalence of witchcraft, and the dissen- 
sions in the council of Amphyctions, now again displayed 
itself in a thousand grievous and bitter scourings upon the 
borders. 

Scarcely a month passed but what the Dntch settle- 
ments on the frontiers were alarmed by the sudden appear- 
ance of an invading army from Connecticut. This would 
advance resolutely through the country, like a puissant 
caravan of the deserts, the women and children mounted 
in carts loaded with pots and kettles, as though they 
meant to boil the honest Dutchmen alive, and devour 
them like so many lobsters. At the tail of these carts 
would stalk a crew of long-limbed, lank-sided varlets, with 
axes on their shoulders, and packs on their backs, reso- 
lutely bent upon improving the country in despite of its 
, proprietors. These, settling themselves down, would in a 
short time completely dislodge the unfortunate Nederlan- 
ders, elbowing them out of those rich bottonis and fertile 
▼alleys in which our Dutch yeomanry ai'e so famous for 
nestling themselves j for it is notorious, thaf wherever 
these shrewd mew of the east get a footing, the honest 
Dutchmen do gradually disappear, rttuing slowly, like the 
ladiaas before the Whites, beinf; VoU\V«{ discomfited by the 
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talking, 8chaffei*ing^, swap plug, bai*g^iaing disposition of 
their new neighbonrs. 

AH these audacious iofringements on the teiritories of 
their high mightinesses were accompanied, as has before 
been hinted, by a world of rascally brawls, rib-roastings, 
and bundlings, which would doubtless have incensed the 
valiant Peter to wreak immediate chastisement, had he 
not at the very same time been perplexed by distressing 
accounts from Mynheer Beckman, who commanded the 
territories at South river. 

The restless Swedes, who had so graciously been suf- 
fered to remain about the Delaware, already began to 
show signs of mutiny and disaffection. But what was 
worse, a peremptory claim was laid to the whole territory, 
as the rightful property of Lord Baltimore, by Fendal, a 
chieftain who lived over the colony of Maryland, or Mer- 
ry-land, as it was anciently called, because the inhabitants, 
not having the fear of the Lord before their eyes, were 
notoriously prone to gel fuddled and make merry with 
mint-julep and apple-toddy. Nay, so hostile was this 
bully Fendal, that he threatened, unless his claim Were 
instantly complied with, to mai-ch incontinently at the 
head of a potent force of the roaring boys of Merry-land, 
together wUh a great and mighty train of giants, who in- 
fested the banks of the Susquehannah ;* and to lay waste 
and depopulate the whole country of South river. 

By this it u manifest, that this boasted colony, like all 
great acquisitions of territory, soon became a greater evil 
to the conaueror than the loss of it was to the conquered, 
and .caused greater uneasiness and trouble than all the 
territory of the New Netherlands besides. Thus Provi- 

* We fiod very carions and wonderfal accounts of these itrange 

ale (who were doubtletis the aocestors of the presi^nt Mtiry- 
fr») made by Master Harlot, in his interestiuff history. " TUs 
8as(|ttesahanocks,'*obiierTe8 he, *' are a giantly people, ttranjce in pro- 
portion, behayiQur* Mid attire ; their voices sounding from them as if 
oat of a cave. Their tobacco-pipes were three quarters of a yard 
long, carved at tlie gretit end with a bird, beare, or other device suf- 
icient to beat out me braines of a horFC (and how many asses' braines 
are be«ten out, or rather men's braines smoked out, and asses' brains 
haled in, by our lesser pipes at home.) The calfe of one of their 
letrges was measured three quarters of a yard about, the rest of his 
MiBM proportionable " 

Matter HariofM /oum. Put^ PxU 
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d«Hce wisely orilcn that one evil bImII balaiioe Miollier. 
The cuuqueror who wrests the property of his Deighbonrs, 
who wroiincs a nation and desolateN a country, though be 
may acquii-e iucreaae of empire, and immortal fame, yet 
insures hb own inevitable punishment. He takes to him- 
self a cause of endless anxiety— he incorporates with bis 
late sound domain a loose part— a rotten, disaffected 
nrmber^ which is an exhaustless source of internal trea- 
son and disunion, and external altercation and hostility.^ 
Happy is that nation, which, coro|>act, united, loyal in all 
its parts, and concentrated in its strength, seeks no idle 
acquisition of unprolalable and ongovernable territory— 
which, content to be prosperous and happy, has no ambi. 
tion to be great. It is like a man well organized in all 
his system, sound in health, ami full of ▼igour ; unincum- 
bered by uselchs trappings, and fixed in an unshaken atti- 
tude. But the nation, insatiable of territory, whose 
domains are scattered, feebly united, and weakly organized, 
is like a sent>ele»s miser sprawling among golden stoiYs, 
open to every attack, and unable to defend the riches he 
vainly endeayours to overshadow. 

At the time of receiving ihe alarming dispatches from 
South river, the great Peter was busily employed in quell, 
ing certain Indian troubles that had broken out about 
Esopus, and was moreover meditating bow to relieve his 
eastern borders on the Connecticut. He, however, sent 
word to Mynheer Beckman to he of good heart, to maintain 
incessant vigilance, and to let him know, if matters woi-e 
a more threatening appeal ance \ in which case he would 
incontinently repair with his warriors of the Hudson to 
Hpoil the merriment of thetfC MerryJanders ; for be 
Coveted exceedingly to have a bout, hand to hand, with some 
lialf a bcoi-e of thtse giants— having never encountered a 
giant in his whole life, unless we may so call the tt out 
Risingh ; and he was but a little one. 

Nothing further, however, occurred to oiolest the tran 
quillity of Mynheer Beckman and his colony. Feudal 
and his myrmidons ramained at home, carousing it S4iuudly 
upon hoe-cakes, bacon, and mint-julep, and running 
horses, and fighting cocks, for which they wtre greatly 
renowned. At bearing of this, Peter Stuyvesant was very 
well pleased ; for, notwSlVM.\aud\af^ his inclination to 
nflMurt fr«apuiia wilh \Suem. nMuiU*<»ia VANk <i3Jl >S&ftSiMu 
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quehannab, yet he fiadf already as much employtnent nearer 
home as be coald tarn his hands to. Little did he think, 
worthy soul, that this southern calm was bnt the deceitful 
prelude to a most terrible and fatal storm then brewing, 
which was soon to burst forth and overwhelm the unsus- 
pecting city of New Amsterdam ! 

Now so it was, that while this excellent governor waii 
giving his little senate laws, and not only giving them, 
but enforcing them too— -while he was incessantly travel- 
ling the rounds of his beloved province— posting from 
place to place to redress grievances, and while busy at one 
comer of his dominions, all the rest getting into an 
uproar ;— at this vei7 time, I say, a dark, and direful plot, 
was hatching against him, in that nursery of monstrous 
projects, the British cabinet. The news of his achieve 
ments on the Delaware, according to a sage old historian 
of New-Amsterdam, had occasioned not a little talk and 
marvel in the courts of Europe. And the same profound 
writer assures us, that the cabinet of England began to 
entertain great jealousy and uneasiness at the increasing 
power of th^ Manhattoes, and the valour of its sturdy 
yeomanry. 

Agents, the historian observes, were sent by the Am- 
phyctionic council of the east, to entreat the assistance of 
tlie British cabinet in subjugating this mighty province. 
Lord Sterling also asserted his right to Long-Island ; and, 
at the same time. Lord Baltimore, whose agent, as has 
been before mentioned, had so alarmed Mynheer Beck- 
man, laid his claim before the cabinet, to the lands of 
South River, which he complained wci-e unjustly and 
forcibly detained from him, by these daring usurpers of the 
Nieuw Nederlandts. 

Thus did the unlucky empira of the Manhattoes stand 
in imminent danger of experiencing the fate of Poland, 
atid being torn limb from limb to be shared among Its 
savage neighbours. But while these rapacious powers 
were wlietting their fangs, and waiting for the signal to 
fall tooth and nail upon this delicious little fat Dutch 
empire ; the lordly lion who sat as umpire, all at once 
laid his mighty paw npon the spoil, and settled the claims 
of all parties by granting none of them. For we are told, 
Itiat his majesty, Chai'les the Second, not to be perplcxftl 
bv adjusting these several pretensions, made a present of 
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• laq^e tract of North Aiuerim, inrlndiiig the province oC 
New NcrierlatidlB, to hb brother the Duke of York— « 
doiMtioii truly loyal, since none but (preat monarchs have 
a rifht to pve away what does not belong to them. 

TluU this munificent gift might mit be merely norainal^ 
his majesty, on the 13th of March, 1664, ordered that an 
armament sliould be fiH'ihwith prepared, to invade the 
city 4if New-Amfiterdam by land and water, and put his 
brother in complete poraession of the premises. 

Thus critically are situated the attain of the New 
Netberlanders. The honest burghers, so far from thiuking 
of the jeopardy in which their interests are placed, are 
soberly smoking their pipes, and thinking of nothing at all 
—the privy couosellon* of the province are at this moment 
snoring in full quorum, like the drones of five hundred 
bagpipes ; while the active Peter, who takes all the labour 
of thinking and acting upon himself, is busily devising 
some method of bi'inging the grand council of Amphyc- 
tions to terms. In the meanwhile an augry cloud is 
darkly scowlins: on the horizon— soon shall it rattle ab«Hit 
the ears of these dozing Nederlanders, and put the mettle 
of their stout-hearted governor completely to the trial. 

But come what may, I here pledge my veracity, that in 
alt warlike conflicts and subtle perplexities, he shall stiil 
acquit himself with the gallant bearings and sptUlcss 
h<»nour of a noble minded obstinate old cavalier. Forward, 
then, to the charge !— «hine out, propitious stars, on the 
renowned city of the Manhattoes ; and may the blessings 
of St. Nicholas go with thee— lionest Peter Stuyvesant ! 



CHAP. 111. 

Of Peter StupvMafit\ Expedition into the East f Vnui- 
iry ; thawing that though an old Bird, he did not under 

etand Trap, 

Great nations resemble great men in this particnb 
that their gi*eatness is seldom known until they get 
trouble ; adversity, tliei-efore, has been wisely denovninaf 
the ordee\ of true greatness, which like g^kl can oe 
nctiwe its real eathnaiimi uuiii it has passed through 
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fvrnBce. In proportioii, tberefore^ as a nation, a commu- 
Dky, or an individual (possessing Ihe inherent quality of 
(preaUiess) is involved in perils and misfortunes, in propor- 
tion does it rise in grandeur— and even when sinking 
nnder calamity, makes, like a house on fire, a more 
glorious display than ever it did in the fairest period of its 
prosperity. 

The vast empire of China, though teeming with popula- 
tion, and imbibing and concentrating the wealth of nations, 
has vegetated through a succession of drowsy ag( s ; and 
were it not ft>r its internal revolution, and the subversion 
of its ancient government by the Tartars, niighl have 
presented nothing but an uninteresting detail of dull, 
monotonous prosperity. Pompeii and Herculaneum might 
have passed iuto oblivion, with a herd of their contempo- 
raries, had they not been fortunately overwhelmed by a 
volcano. The renowned city of Troy has acquired cele- 
brity only from its ten yeaiV distress and final conflagra- 
tion ; Paris rises in importance by the plots and massacres 
which have ended in the exaltation of the illustrious 
Napoleon ^ and even the mighty London itself has 
skulked through the records of time, celebrated for nothing 
of moment, excepting the plague, the great fire, and 
Guy Faux^s gunpowder plot ! Thus cities and empiix's 
seem to creep along, enlarging in silent obscurity under the 
pen of the historian, until at length they burst forth in 
some tremendous calamity, and snatch, as it were, immor- 
tality from the explosion ! 

The above principle being admitted, my reader will 
plainly perceive that the city of New-Amsterdam and its 
dependent province are on the high road to gi-eatness. 
Dangers and hostilities threaten from every side, and it is 
really a matter of astonishment to me, how so small a 
state has been able in so short a time to entangle itself in 
■o many difliculties. Ever since the province was first 
taken by the nose, at the Fort of Good Hope, in the 
tranquil days of Wouter Van Twiller, has it been gradually 
im;reasing in historic importance ; and never could it have 
ImmI a more appropriate chieftain to conduct it to the 
piauacle of grandeur, tlian Peter Stuyvesaut. 

In the fiery heart of this iron-headed old warrior, sat 
cotltmued all those five kinds of courage described hw 
Aristotle j and had tlie philosopher mentioned five hnn. 
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dred more to tbe back of them, I verily believe he woaUf 
have been found master of them all. The only misfor- 
tune was, that he was deficient in tbe better part of valour, 
called discretion, a cold-blooded virtue, which could not 
exist in the tropical climate of his mighty loul. Hence it 
was, he was continually hurrying into those unheard'Of 
enterpribes that gave an air of chivalric romance to all 
hit history ; and hence it wai>, that be now conceived 
a project worthy of the hero of La Mancha himself. 

This was no other than to repair in person to the gi'eat 
council of the Amphyctions, bearing tlie sword in one 
haiul, and the olive branch in the other ; to require imme- 
diate reparation for the innumerable violations of that 
treaty, which, in an evil hoiu*, he had formed ; to put a 
stop to those repeated maraudings on the eastern borders ^ 
or elsfe to throw his gauntlet, and appeal to arms for satis- 
faction. 

On declaring this resolution in the privy council, the 
venerable members were seized with vast astonishment ; 
for once in their life they ventured to remonstrate, setting 
forth the rashness of exposing his sacred person in tlie 
midst of a strange and barbarous people, with sundry 
other weighty remonstrances— «11 which had about as much 
influence upon the deter^mination of the headstixing Peter, 
as though you wci'e to endeavour to turn a rusty weather- 
cock with a broke^i-winded bellows. 

Summoning, tlierefoi'e, to his presence, his trusty 
follower, Anthony Van Corlear, he commanded him to 
hold himself in readiness to accompany him the following 
morning on this hazardous enterprise. Now Anthony, 
the trumpeter, was a little stricken in years, yet by dint of 
keeping up a gcMxi heait, and having never known cai-e or 
sorrow (liaving never been married,) he was still a hearty, 
jocund, rubicond, gamesome wag, and of great capacity 
in the doublet. This last was ascribed to his living a 
jolly life ou those domains at the Hook, which Peter 
Stuyvesant had gi-anted to him for his gallantry at Fort 
Casimir. 

Be this as it may, there was nothing that more delighted 

Anthony than this command of the great Peter j tor he 

could have followed the stout-hearted old governor to the 

warUTa end, with love and loyalty j and he moreover still 

iouemhered the frolicking a.vH\ ^^m^^ and bundling^ 
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ami othc^ disports of (he east country ; and entertained 
dainty recollectionr of numerous kind and buxom lasse*, 
whom he longed exceedingly a^ain to encounter. 

Thus* then, did this mirror of liaixlihood set forth with 
DO other attetidant but his trum|>eter, upon one of the 
most perilous euferprises ever recorded in the annals of 
kiiig^ht-errantry. For a single warrior to veutui*e openly 
among a whole nation of foes ; but, above all, for a plain 
doworifrht Dutchman to think of negotiating with the 
whole council of New England— never was there known a 
more desperate undertaking ! Ever since 1 have entered 
npon the chronicles of tkis |>eei*l«s8, but hitherto uncele- 
brated chieftain, -has he kept me iu a state of incessant 
action and anxiety with the toils and dangers he is con- 
stantly encountering. Oh! for a chapter of the tranquil 
reign of Wouter Van Twiiler, that I might repose on it as 
on a feather bed ! 

Is it not enough, Peter Stuyvesant, that I have once 
already rescued thee from the machiiMitions of these lerrtKi* 
Amphyctions, by bringing the whole powers of witchcratc 
to thiue aid ?— Is it not enough, that 1 have followed thee 
andaunted, like a guardian spirit, into the midst of the 
horrid battles of Fort Christina ? — That 1 have been put 
incessantly to my trumps to keep thee safe and sound — 
DOW warding off with my single pen the shower of djs- 
lard blows that fell upon thy rear^— now naiTOwly shielding 
tliee from a deadly thrust by a mere tobacco-box— now 
casing thy dauntless skull with adamant, when even thy 
stubborn ram-beaver failed to resist the sword of the 
Btoot Risingh— and now, not merely bringing thee off 
alive, but triumphant, from the clutches of the gigantic 
Swede, by the d«4>erate means of a paltry stone pottle ? 
~-|s not all this c^nough, but must thou still be plunging 
into new difficulties, and jeopardizing in headlong enlei- 
prixe« thyself, thy trumpeter, and thy historian ^ 

And now the ruddy-faced Aurora, like a buxom cham- 
bermaid, diaws aside the sable curtains of the night, and 
out bounces from his bed the jolly red-haired Ptioehus^ 
startled at being caught so late in the embi-aces of dame 
ThetiM. With many a Htable oath he harnessed his brazen- 
f«H»t4«d steeds, and whipt* ainl latihes, and splashes up the 
firmament like a loitering post-boy, half an hour behind 
hit time« And now bohol'* Miat imp of fame and prowcts. 
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the headgtrong Peter, bestridiDg a raw-boned, switch-tailed 
charj^y {i^llantly arrayed in full regimentals, and bracing 
on his thigh that tnisty brass-hilted sword, which bad 
wrought such fearful deeds on the banks of the Delaware. 

Behold, hard after him, his doughty trumpeter, Van 
Corlear, uiounted on a broken- winded, wall-eyed, calico 
mare; his stone pottle, which had laid low the mighty 
Risingh, slung under his arm, and his trumpet displayed 
vauntingly in his right hand, decorated with a gorgeous 
banner on which is emblazoned the great beaver of the 
Manhattoes. See them proudly issuing out of the city 
gate, like an iron -clad hero of yore, with his Aiithful squire 
at his heels, the people following them with their eyes, 
and shouting many a partins; wish, and hearty cheering. 
Farewell, Hard-koppig Piet ! Farewell, honest An- 
thony ! — Pleasnnt be your warfaring— prosperous your 
return ! The stoutest hero that ever drew a sword, and 
the worthiest trumpeter that ever trod shoe leather. 

Legends are lamentably silent about the events that 
befel our adventurera in this their adventurous travel, 
excepting the Stuyvesant manuscript, which gives the 
substance of a pleasant little heroic poem, written on the 
occasion by Domini ^gidius Luyck,* who appears to 
have been the poet-laureate of New-Amsterdam. This 
inestimable manuscript assures us, that it was a rare spec- 
tacle to behold the great Peter, and his loyal follower, 
bailing the morning sun, and rejoicing in the clear coun- 
tenance of nature, as they pranced it through the pastoral 
scenes of- Bloemen Dael,*!' which, in those days, was a 
flweet and rural valley, beautified with many a bright 
wild-fluwer, refreshed by many a pure streamlet, and 
enlivened here and there by a delectable little Dutch 
cottage, sheltering under some sloping hill, and almost 
buried in embowering trees. 

Now did they enter upon the confines of Connecticut, 
where they encountered many grievous difficulties and 
perils. At one place they were assailed by a troop ot 
country squires and militia colonels, who, mounted on 

* This Lnyck waa, moreover, rector of the Latin school in Nienw 
Kederlandts, 1663. There are two pieces of iEgidius Luyck ig 
D, Sdvn'it AISS of poesies, upon his marriage with Judith Isendoom. 
Old MS, 
f Mow callad Blooming Dale, ibouV. low ^XVnliVRBk ^«w-York. 
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goodly steedfly hun^ npon their rear for several miles, 
liarassiiigf them exceedinsfly with guesses and qnesttons, 
more especially the worthy Peter, whose silver chased leg 
e«(citcd not a little marvel. At another place, hard by the 
renowned town of Stamford, they were set upon by a 
great and mighty legion of church deacons, who im- 
periously demanded of them five shillings for travelling on 
Sunday, and threatened to carry them captive to a neig^- 
liouriug church, whose steeple peei'cd above the trees \ but 
these the valiant Peter put to rout with little difficulty, 
insomuch that they bestrode their canes and galloped off 
in lioirible confusion, leaving their cocked hats behind in 
the hurry of their flight. But not so easily did he escape 
from the hands of a crafty man of Pyquag ; who, with 
uiidaunled perseverance, and repented onsets, fairly bar- 
gained him out of his goodly switch-tailed charger, 
leaving him in place thereof a villainous, spavined, foundered 
Narraganset pacer. 

But, maugre all these hardships, they pursued their 
J4mniey cheerily along the coast of the soft flowing Con- 
necticut, whose gentle waves, says the song, roll through 
many a fertile vale and sunny plain, now reflecting the 
lofty spires of the bustling city, and now the rural beauties 
of tht: humble hamlet -, now echoing with the busy hum 
of commerce, and now with the cheerful song of the 
peasant. 

At every town would Peter Stuyvesantf who was noted 
for warlike punctilio, order the sturdy Anthony to sound 
a courteous salutation ; though the manuscript observes, 
that the inhabitants were thrown into great dismay when 
they beard of his approach. For the fame of his incom- 
parable ac'hievements on the Delaware bad spread through- 
out the east country, and they dreaded lest he bad come 
to take vengeance on their manifold transgressions. 

But the good Peter rode through these towns with a 
smiling aspect; waving bis hand with inexpressible 
majesty and condescension ; for be verily believed that 
the old clothes which these ingenious people had thrust 
into tbeur broken windows, and the festoons of dried 
applet and peaches which ornamented the fronts of their 
bouses, were so many decorations in honour of bis 
myproech ; as it was the custoiA in the days of chivalry 
l» €(NBpUflMDt naowoeA bcroci, b^ mm^nouu ^>k\^\v|i^ ^ 
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tapestry and gorfi^ut fnrnitare. Tbe women croiwdcd 
(o tbe doors to gace upon htm as he passed, so much does 
di-owess ID arms deli{chf tbe gentle sex. The little children,, 
too, ran after him in troops, staring with wonder at his 
regimentals, his brimstone breeches, and the silver garniture 
of his wooden leg. Nor must I omit to mention the joy 
which many strapping wenches betrayed, at lieholding the 
jovial Van Corlear, who had whilome delighted them so 
much with his trumpet, when he bore the great Peter*s 
challenge to the Amphyctions. The kind-hearted Anthony 
alighted from his calico mare, and kissed them all with 
infinite loving-kindness— and was right pleased to see a 
crew of little trumpeters crowding around him for his 
blessing; each of whom he patted on the head, bade him 
be a good l)oy, and gave him a penny to buy molasses 
candy. 

The Stnyvesant manuscript iaaakes but little further 
mention of the governor's adventures upon this expedition, 
excepting that be was received with extravagant courtesy 
and respect by the great council of the Amphyctions, who 
almost talked him to death with complimeutary and con- 
gratulatory harangues. I wUl not detain my readers by 
dwelling on hb negotiations wuh the grand council. 
Suffice it to mention, it was like all other negotiations — a 
great deal was said, and very little done : one conversation 
led to another^— one conference l)egat misunderstandings, 
which it took a dozen conferences to explain ; at the 
end of which the parties found themselves just whei*e they 
were at first ; excepting that they had entangled them- 
selves in a host of questions of etiquette, and conceived a 
cojtlial distirust of each otiier, that rendered their future 
negotiations ten times more difficult tlian ever.* 

In tbe midst of all these perplexities, which bewildered 
the brain and incensed the ire of the sturdy Peter, who 
was perhaps of all men in tbe world least fitted for 
diplomatic wiles, ^he privately received the first intimation 
of the dark conspiracy which had been matured iu the 
Cabinet of England. To this was added the astounding 
intelligence that a hostile squadron had already sailed 

* For certain of the psrtkulars of tbit tacient negotiatioo, see 
Bmk. €>A, Mate Pap. It is sial^alM th«l%xD\W\\« entirely silent witk 
MjpecC to tlua nemorattU axpsAiUoa ot V«X)tx^Vws^«iiMiV^ 
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frotB England^ destined to reduce the province of New. 
Metherlaadsy and that the grand council of Amphyclious 
bad engaged to co-operate, by sending a great army to 
ioTade New-Amsterdam by land. 

Unfortonate Peter ! did I not enter with sad forebo- 
dings upon this ill-starred expedition ? Did I not tremble 
when I saw thee with no other counsellor than thine own 
head — with no other armour than an honest tongue, a spot- 
less conscience, and a rusty sword— with no other pro- 
tector but St. Nicholas — and no other attendaut but a 
trumpeter ? Did I not tremble when 1 beheld thee thus 
tally forth to contend with all the knowing powers of 
New-England ? 

Oh, bow did the sturdy old warrior rage and roar, when 
be Iband himself thus entrapped, like a lion in the ' 
banter^s toil ! Now did be determine to draw his trusty 
sword, and manfully to fight his way through all the 
countries of the east. Now did he resolve to break iu 
opon the council of the Amphyctions, and put every 
motber*s son of them to death. At length, as his direful 
wrath subsided, he resorted to safer though less glorious 
eapedients. 

Concealing from the council his knowledge of their 
machinations, he privately dispatched a trusty messenger 
with mbsives to his counsellors at New-Amsterdam, 
apprising them of the impending (langer,commandmg them 
immediately to put the city in a posture of defence, while 
in the mean time he would endeavour to elude his enemies 
and come to their assistance. This done, he fell himself 
marvellously relieved, rose slowly, shook himself like a 
rhinoceros, and issued forth fi*om his den, in much the 
same manner as Giant Despair is described to have issued 
from Doubting Castle, iu the chivalric history of the 
Pilgrim*s Progress. 

And now much does it grieve me that 1 must leave the 
gallant Peter in this imminent jeopardy : but it bclioves 
us to hurry back and see what is going on at New. Am- 
sterdam, for greatly do 1 fear that city is already in a tur- 
moil. Such was evei the fate of Peter Stuyvesant ; while 
doing one thing with heart and soul, he was luo apt to 
leave every thing else at sixes and seven**. While, like 
a potentate of yore, lie was absent utieudiug to thoKC ihuigt 
ia ^crion, which in modem days arc trusttid to general 
/ MB 
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aod ambassadors, his little territory at home was sure to 
get in an uproar— all which was owing to that uncommon 
strength of intellect, which induced him to trust to nobody 
but himself, and which had acquired him the renowned 
appellation of Peter the Headstrong. 



CHAP. IV. 

How the People of New^Amsterdam were thrown into a 

great panic by the news of a threatened invasion ; and 

the manner in which they fortified themsehses. 

There is no sight more truly interesting to a philoso- 
pher than to contemplate a community where every indi- 
vidual has a voice in public affairs, where every individual 
thinks himself the Atlas of the nation, and where every 
individual thinks it bis duty to. bestir himself for the good 
of bis country,— I say, there is nothing more interesting to 
a philosopher than to see siich a community in a sudden 
bustle of war. Such a clamour of tongues, such a bawling 
of patriotism, such running hither and thither, every body " 
in a hurry, every body up to the ears in trouble, every 
body in the way, and every body interrupting his indus- 
trious neighbour, who is busily employed in doing 
nothing ! It is like witnessing a great fire, where every 
fnan is at work like a hero ; some dragging about empty 
engines ; others scampering with full bucketSi and spilling 
the contents into tbe boots of their neighbours ; and others 
ringing the church bells all night, by way of putting out 
the fire. Little firemen, like sturdy little knights storming 
a breach, clambering up and down scaling-ladders, and 
bawling through tin trumpets, by way of directing the 
attack. Here one busy fellow, in his great zeal to save 
the property of the unfortunate, catches up an anonymous 
chamber utensil, and gallants it off with an air of as much 
self-importance, as if he had rescued a pot of money \ 
another throws looking-glasses and china out of the window, 
to save them from the flames ; while those, who can do 
aotbing else to assist tlie great calamity, run up and dowo 

the Btreeta with open throatS) ke«ping up an incessant ciy 

of^JFVre/ FHref Fire! 
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••^Vhfiu the newt arrived at Sinope," says the grave 
and profound Lucian^ though I own the story is rather 
trite, " that Philip was ahout lo attack them, the in- 
habitants were thrown into violent ajarm. Some ran to 
furbish up their arms ; others rolled stones to build up the 
walls ^ every body, in short, was employed, and every 
body was in the way of his neighbour. Diogenes alone 
was the only man who could find nothing to do ; where- 
upon determining not to be idle when the welfare of his 
country was at stake, he tucked up his robe, and fell to 
rolling bis tub with might and main, up and down the 
Gmynasium.'* In like manner did every mother^s sou 
in the patriotic community of New- Amsterdam, on receiv- 
ing the missives of Peter Stuyvesaut, busy himself most 
mightily in putting things in confusion, and assisting the 
general uproar. << Every man,^* saith the Stuyvesaut 
manuscript," '* flew to arms P* By which is meant, that 
not on% of our honest Dutch citizens would venture to 
church or to market, without an old fashioned spit of ft 
sword dangling at his side, and a long Dutch fowling- 
piece on bis shoulder ; nor would he go out of a night, 
without a lanthorn ; nor turn a corner without first peep* 
ing cautiously round, lest he should come unawares upon 
a British army ; and we are informed that Stoffel Brinkei* 
huff, who was considered by the old women almost as brave 
a man as the governor himself, actually had two one- 
pound swivels mounted in his entry, one pointing out at the 
front door and the other at the back. 

But the most strenuous measure resorted to on this 
awful occasion, and one which has since been found of 
wonderful efficacy, was to assemble popular meeting*. 
These brawling convocations, I have already shown, were 
extremely offensive to Peter Stuyvesaut j but as thifi was 
a moment of unusual agitation, and as the old governor 
was not present to repress them, they broke out with in- 
tolerable violence. Hither, therefore, the orators and 
politicians repaired, and there seemed to be a competition 
among them who should bawl the loudest, and exceeil the 
others in hyperbolical bursts of patriotism, and in resolu- 
lions to uphold and defend the government. . In tliebe 
sage and all powerful meetings it was determined, nem. 
urn, that they were the most enlightened, the most dignified, 
tbe most formidable^ and the mosiancWuX. c<;^\KkiSk>xvL\V^ >v^v«^ 

BB2 
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the face of the earth. Findinfi: that this resolution was so 
univerfally and readily carried, another was immediately 
proposed, — Whether it were not possible and politic to 
exterminate Great Biitain? Upon which sixty-nine 
members spoke most eloquently in the affirmative, and 
only one arose to sufj^grest some doubts, who, as a punbh- 
meiit for his treasonable presumption, was immediately 
seized by the mob, and tarred and feathered j which 
punishment beinji; equivalent to the Tarpeian R(.ck, he 
was afterwards considered as an outcast from society, and 
his opinion went for nothiuff. The question, therefore^ 
being unanimously carried in the affirmative, it was recom- 
mended to the grand council to pass it into a law, which 
was accordingly done : by this measure the hearts of the 
people at large were wonderfully encouraged, and they 
waxed exceeding choleric and valorous. ludeed, the first 
paroxysm of alarm having in some measure subsided, the 
old women having buried all the money they oanld lay 
their hands on, and their, husbands daily getting fuddled 
with what was left — the community began even to stand on 
the offensive. Song^ were manufactured in low Dutcli, 
aud sung about the street?, wherein the English wo-e most 
wofuUy beaten, and shewn no quarter ; and popular 
addresses were made, wherein it was proved to a certainty, 
that the fate of Old England depended upon the will of the 
Ne w- A msterdammers. 

Finally, to strike a violent blow at the very vitals of 
Great Britain, a multitude of the wiser inhabitants assem- 
bled, aud having purchased all the British manufactures 
they could find, they made thereof a huge bonfire ; and, io 
the patriotic glow of the moment, every man present, 
who had a hat or breeches of English workmanship, 
pulled it off, and threw it most uiuiauntedly into the 
iames — to the irreparable detriment, loss, and ruin of 
the English manufacturers. In commemoration of this 
great, exploit, they erected a pole on the spot, with a 
device on the .top intended to represent the province of 
Nieuw Nederlandts destroying Great Britain, under the 
similitude of an Eagle picking the little Island of Old 
England out of the globe j but either through the unskil- 
fuiaeaa of the sculptor, or his ill-timed waggery, it bore a 

MWikiag resemblance to a goose vainly striving to get 

koU iff a dumpling. 
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CHAP. V. 

Showing how the Grand Council of the New-Netherlands 
atme to be tniraculously gifted with long tongues,^ 
together with a great triumph of Economy, 

It will need but very little penetration in any one 
acquainted with the character and habits of that most 
potent and blustering monarch, the sovereign people— to 
diacover that, notwithstanding all the bustle and talk of 
war that stunned him in the last chapter, the renowned city 
of New-Amsterdam is, in sad reality, not a whit better 
prepared for defence than before. Now, though the peo- 
pie, having gotten over the first alarm, and finding no 
enemy immediately at hand, had, with that valour of 
tongu6f for which your illustrious rabble is so famous, 
run into Ihe opposite extreme, and by dint of gallant vapour- 
ing and rhodomontade, had actually talked themselves 
ioto the opinion, that they were the bravest and most 
powerful people under the sun ; yet were the privy 
counsellors of Peter Stuyvesant somewhat dubious on 
that point. They dreaded, moreover, lest that stern hero 
should return and find that, instead of obeying his peremp- 
tory oi'ders, they had wasted their time in listening to the 
bectoringsof the mob, than which they well knew there was 
nothing be held in more exalted contempt. 

To make up therefore as speedily as possible for lost 
time, a grand divau of the counsellors and burgtMnastert 
was .convened, to talk over the critical state of the pro- 
vince, and devise measures for its safety. Two things 
were unanimously agreed upon in this venerable assei% 
My : first, that the city required to be put in a state m 
defence— and, secondly, that as the danger was imminent, 
tliere. should be no time lust — which points being settled, 
they immediately fell to making long speeches, and b(>la- 
bouring one another in endless and intemperate disputes. 
For about this time was this unhappy city firat visited by 
that talking endemic, so universally prevalent in this 
country, aiid which so invariably evinces itself, wherever 
a number of wise men assemble together ; breaking o«t 
in long windy speeches, caused, as physicians suppose, 
ty tine foul air which is cvtr ^eneraViA Voi%cmr«4. >w«\ 
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it was, moreover, that they 6r8t introduced the iogenious 
method of measuring the merits of au harangue by the 
hour-glass ; he being considered the ablest orator who ppuke 
longest on a quei:tion<— for which excellent invention, it is 
recorded, we are indebted to the same profound Dutch 
critic who judged of tKioks by their size. 

This sudden passion for endless harangues, so little 
consonant with the customary gravity and taciturnily of 
our sage forefathers, was supposed by certain learned 
philosophers to have been imlMl>ed, together with divei-s 
other barbarous propensities, from their savage ueigh- 
boura ; who were peculiarly noted tor their long talks and 
councii fires ; who would never undertake any affair of the 
least importance, without previous debates aud harangues 
among their chiefs and old men But the real cause was, 
that the people, in electing their representatives to the 
grand council. Were particular in choosing them for their 
talents at talking, without inquiring whethei* they possessed 
the more rare, difficult, and oft times important talent uf 
holding their tongues. The consequence was, that this 
deliberative boily was composed of the most loquacious 
men in the community. As they considered themselves 
placed there to talk, every mau concluded tliat his duty 
to his constituents, and, what is more, his^iopularity with 
them, required that he should harangue ou evej*y subject, 
whether he understood it or not. 'I'here was an ancient 
mode of burying a chieftain, by every soldier throwing his 
shield full of earth on the corpse until a mighty mound 
was formed ; so whenever a question was brought forward 
in this assembly, every member pressing forward to throw 
OQ his quantum of wisdom, the subject was quickly buried 
uuder a huge mass of words. 

# We are told in the Attic nights of Aulus Gelllus, that 
when disciples weie admitted into the school of Pytha- 
goras, they were for two years enjoined silence, and were 
ueither permitted to ask questions nor make remarks. 
After they had thus acquii-ed the inestimable art of hold- 
ing their tongues, they were gradually permitted to make 
ioquiries, and finally to communicate their own opinions. 

What a pity is it, that while superstitiously hoarding 
up tite rubbish and rags of autiquity, we should suffer 
thtfme precious gems to \\e unnoXiceA. V^Va.1 a beneficial 
'^ i would Ibis wuw re(u\aiVMU oi l^^t^^^Qit^A \hi^>&. 
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introduced in legislative bodies! — and how wonderfulljr 
would it have tended to expedite busiaess in the {^rand 
council of the Mauhattoes ! 

Thus, however, did dame Wisdom (whom the wags of 
antiquity have humorously personified as a woman) seem 
to take mischievous pleasure in jilting the venerable couti- 
Kellors of New- Amsterdam. The old factions of long 
pipes and short pipes, which had been aluiost strangled 
by the Herculanean grasp of Peter S(uy vesant, now sprung 
up with tenfold violence. Not that the originial cause of 
difference stilt existed, but it has ever bc^en the fate uf 
party names and party rancour to remain long after the 
principles that gave rise to them have been forgotten. 
To complete the public confusion and bewilderment, the 
fatal wonl Economy^ which one would have thought wan 
dead and buried with William the Testy, was once more 
set afloat, like the apple ol discorti, iu the grand council 
of Nieuw Nederlandts-— ttccordiiig io which sound principle 
of policy, it was deemed more expcfiieut to throw awiiy 
twenty thousand guilders u|Hin an niefficient plan (»f 
defence, than thirty thuusaud on a gotnl and substautiHl 
one, the province thus making a clear saving oi leu 
thousand guilders. 

Bnt when they came to discuss the mode of defence, 
then began a war of words that baffles all description. 
The members being, as I observed, enlisted in oppoaite 
parties, were enabled to proceed with amazing system and 
regularity in the discussion of the questions before them. 
Whatever was pi'oposed by a long pipe, was opposed by 
the whole tribe of short pipes, who, like true politicians, 
considered it their first duty to effect the downfal of the 
Kmg pipes— their . second, to elevate themselves ; and 
tiieir third, to consult the welfai*e of the country. This at ^ 
least was the creed of the most upright among the party ; 
for as to the great mass, they left the third consideratioo 
out of the question altogether. 

In this great collision of hard heads, it is astonishing the 
number of proje<*ts for defence that were struck out ; not 
one of which had ever been heard of before, nor has 
been heard of- since, unless it be in very modern days- 
projects that threw the windmill system of the ingeinoua 
kicft completely in the back ground. StiU, boweve% 
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nothing could be decided on ; for so soon as a formidable 
host of air castles were reared by one party, they were 
demolished by the other; the simple populace stood 
gazing in anxious expectation of the mighty egg that was 
to be hatched with all this cackling, but they gazed in 
vain, for it appeared that the grand council was deteimined 
to protect the province, as did the noble and gigantic 
Pantagruel his army, by covering it with his tongue. 

Indeed there was a portion of the members, consisting 
of fat pelf-important ,old burghers, who smoked their 
pipes and said nothing, excepting to negative every plan 
of defence that was offered. These were of that class of 
wealthy old citizens, who, having amassed a fortune, 
button up their pockets, shut their mouths, look rich, and 
are good for nothing all the rest of their lives. Like some 
phlegmatic oyster, which having swallowed a pearl, closes 
its shell, settles down in the mud, and parts with its life 
sooner than its treasure. Every plan of defence seemed 
to these worthy old geutlemen pregnant with i-uin. An 
armed force was a legion of locusts, preying upon the 
public property ; to fit out a naval armament was to 
throw their money into the sea; to build fortifications 
was to bury it in the dirt. In short, they settled it as a 
-flovereign maxim^ so long as their pockets were full, no 
matter how much they were drubbed.— A kick left no scar ; 
a broken head cured itself ; but an empty purse was of all 
maladies the slowest to heal, and one in which nature did 
nothing to the patient. 

Thus did this venerable assembly of taget lavish away 
that time, which the urgency of affairs rendered invaluable, 
in' empty brawls and long-winded speeches, without ever 
agreeing, excepts on the point with which they started, 
* namely, that there was no time to be lost, and delay was 
ruinous. • At length St. Nicholas, taking compassion on 
their distracted situation, and anxious to preserve them 
from anarchy, so ordered, that in the midst of one of their 
most noisy debates on the subject of fortification and 
defence, when they had nearly fallen to loggerheads in 
consequence of not being able to convince each other, 
the question was happily settled by a messengei*, who 
bounced into the chamber and informed them that the hostile 
Heet had arrived, and viai ^cVisaWd ^^vaucing up the bay ! 
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Tbiu was all further necessity of either fortifyini; or 
disputing coiapletely obviated ; and thus was the grand 
council saved a world of words, and the province a world 
of expense— a most absolute and glorious triumph of 
ecoB my. 



CHAP. VI. 



in whUk ike iroubiet of New-Amsterdam appear to 

ikiekem S howing the bravery y in time of perils of a 

people who defend tkenueivee hy resolutione 

Like as an assemblage of politic cats, engaged in 
clamorous gibberings and catterwaulings, eyeing one another 
with hideous grimaces, spitting in each other^s faces, and 
on the point of breaking tbrth into a general clspper-claw- 
ingy are suddenly put to scampering, rout, and confusion, 
by the startling appearance of a house-dog— -so was thn 
Ml less vociferous council of New. Amsterdam amazed, 
astounded, and totally dispersed, by the sudden arrival of 
the enemy. Every member made the best of his way 
home^ waddling along as fast as his short legs could fag 
under their heavy burtlien, and wheezing as he went with 
corpulency and terror. When he arrived at his castle, he 
barricadoed the street door, and buried himself in the 
cider cellar, without daring to peep out, lest he should have 
his heail carried off by a cannon ball. 

Tlie sovereign people all crowded into the market-place, 

herding together with the instinct of sheep, who seek fiM 

safety io each other^s company, when the shepherd and 

bis «log are absent, and tlic wolf is prowling round the 

fold. Far from finding relief, however, they only increased 

each oUier*s terrors. £ach man looked ruefully in hii 

uetghbour*8 face, in search of ojcouragement, but onlj 

found, in its woe-begone lineaments, a confirmation of bii 

own diMnay. Not a word now was to be heard of conquer 

iug Great Britain, not a whisper about the sovereigf 

virtues of economy — while the old women heightened IIm 

general gloom, by clamorously bewailing their fate, aW 

incessantly calling for protection on St. Nicholas anil Fetei 

Stuyvcaani. 
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Oh, bow did they bewail tbe absence of the lion-hearted 
Peter! — and bow did they lon^f for the comforting pre- 
sence of Anthony Van Corlear ! Indeed, a gloomy an. 
certainty hung over the fate of these adventurous heroes. 
Day after day bad elapsed since tbe alarm hig messagtf-from 
the governor, without bringing any further tidings of bis 
safety. Many a fearful. conjecture was hazai'ded as to 
what had befuUen him and his loyal squire. Had they 
nut been devoured alive by the cannibals of Marble-bead 
and Cape Cod ? Wei-e they not put to the question by 
the great council of Ampbycttons? Were they not 
smothei-ed in onions by the ten'ible men of Pyquag ? — In 
the midst of this consternation and perplexity, when 
horror like a mighty night-mare sat brooding upon the 
little, fat, plethoric city of New-Amsterdam, the ears of tbe 
multitude were suddenly startled by a strange and distant 
sound— it approached — it grew louder and louder — and 
now it resounded at tbe city gate. The public could net 
be mistaken in the well-known sound. A shout of joy 
burst from their lips, as the gallant Peter, covered with 
dust, and followed by bis faithful trumpeter, came gallop- 
ing into the market-place. 

Tbe first transports of the populace having subsided, 
they gathered round the honest Anthony, as he dismounted 
from bis horse, overwhelming him with greetings and con- 
gratulations. In breathless accents be related to them the 
marvellous adventures through which the old governor and 
himself had go.ie, in making their escape from the clutches 
of the terrible Amphyctions. But though the Stuyvesant 
manuscript, with its customary minuteness, where any 
tbing touching the great Peter is concerned, is very 
particular as to the incidents of this masterly retreat, 
yet the particular state of the public affairs will not allow 
me to indulge in a full recital thereof. Let it suffice 
to say, that, while Peter Stuyvesant was anxiously revolv- 
ing in bis mind hoW he could make good his escape with 
honour aud dignity, certain of the ships sent out for the 
couqaest of tbe Manbattoes touched at the eastern ports, 
to obtain needful supplies, and to call on the grand council 
of the league for its promised co-operation. Upon 
hearing of this, the vigilant Peter ])eri*eiving that a mo- 
meal's delay wfre fatal, made a secret and precipitate 
diXMmpment 'f though mucVi d\0L\\,^\^N^ViS&V6(l^ toal to 
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be obliged to turn his back even upon a nation of foes. 
Many hair breadth ^scapes and clivers perilous mishap* 
did they sustain, as they scoured, without sound of trum- 
pet, throug^h the fair regions of the east. Already was the 
country in an uproar with hostile preparation, and thef 
were obliged to take a large circuit in their flight, lurking 
along through the woody mountains of the DeviPs Back- 
bone ; from whence the valiaflt Peter sallied forth one 
day, like a lion, and put to rout the whole legion of squat- 
ters, consisting of three generations of a prolific family^ 
who were already on their way to take possession of some 
corner of the New Netherlands. Nay, the faithful 
Anthony had great difficulty at sundry times to prevent 
him, in the excess of his wrath, from descending down from 
the mountains, and falling sword in hand upon certain of 
the border-towns, who were marshalling forth their draggle- 
tailetl militia. 

The first movements of the governor^ on reaching his 
dwelling, was to mount the roof, from whence he contem- 
plated with rueful aspect the hostile squadron. This had 
already come to an anchor in the bay, and consisted of 
two stout frigates, having on board, as John Josselyn, 
Gent, informs us, << thi-ee hundred valiant red coats.** 
Having taken this sui-vey, he sat himself down, and wrote 
an epistle to the commander, demanding his reason of an- 
choring in the harbour without obtaining previous permis- 
sion so to do. This letter was couched in the most digni- 
fied and courteous terms, though I have it from undoubted 
authority, that his teeth were clinched, and he had a 
bitter sardonic grin upon his visage all the while be 
wrote. Having despatched his letter, the grim Peter 
stumped to and fro about the town, with a most war-be- 
tokening countenance, his hands thrust into his breccliee 
pockets, and whistling a low Dutch Psalm tune, which 
bore no small resemblance to the music of a north-east 
wind, when a storm is brewing. The very dog^ as they 
eyed him, skulked away in dismay^while all the old and 
ugly women of New Amsterdam ran howling at his lieels^ 
imploring him to save them from murder, robbery, and 
pitiless ravishment ! 

The reply of Col. Nichols, who commanded the iova. 
derSy was conchcd in terms of equal courtesy with the 
letter of the goTemor— declaring the ri|;ht awL tlUe qC bw 
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British majesty to the province ; where he affirmed the 
Dutch to be mere interlopers ; and demanding^ that tiie 
town, forts, &c. should be forthwith rendered into his 
maje8ty*8 obedience and protection- -promising at tiie 
name time, life, liberty, estate, and free trade, to every 
Dutch denizen, who should rvadily submit to his majesty^s 
l^overnment. 

Peter Stuyvesant read over this friendly epistle with 
fiUMe such harmony of aspect as we may suppose a crusty 
larmer, who has long been fattening upon his neighbour's 
noil, i*ead8 the loving letter of John Stiles, that warns him 
of an action of ejectment. The old governor, however, 
was not to be taken by surprise, but thrusting the sum- 
mons into his breeches pocket, he stalked three times 
across the room, took a pinch of snuff with great vehe- 
mence, and then loftily waving his hand, promised to 
send an answer the next morning. In the mean time he 
called a general council of war of his privy counsellors 
and burgomasters, not for the purpose of asking their 
advice, for that, as has been already shown, he valued not a 
rush ; but to make known unto them his sovereign deter- 
mination, and require their prompt adherence. 

Before, however, he convened his conncil, he resolved 
upon three important points ; Jtrst, never to give up the 
city without a little hard fighting, for he deemed it highly 
derogatory to the dignity of so renowned a city, to suffer 
itself to be captured and stripped, without receiving a few 
kicks into the bargain. SecmdJy^ that the majority of his 
grand conncil was compoted of arrant paltroons, utterly 
destitute of true bottq^ ; andj thirdly ^ that he would nut 
therefora suffer them to see the summons of Col. NichoU, 
lest the easy terms it held out might induce them to 
clamour for a surrender. 

His orders being duly promulgated, it was a piteous 

sight to behold the late valiant burgomasters, who had 

demolished the whole British empire in their harangues, 

peeping ruefully out of their hiding places, and then crawl- 

ing cautiously forth, dodging through narrow lanes and 

alleys ; starting at every little dog that barked, as though 

it had been a discharge of artillery — mistaking lamp-posts 

for Bri^sh grenadiers, and, in the excess of their panic, 

mefamorpbosing puiupn inlo fortAvdAble soldiers, levelling 

Muoderbilsses at their bosoiiM \ "I^iblVwv^^ \«^Hi«H«e^ in 
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despite of numerous perils and difBcuUies of the kind* 
arrived safe, without the loss of a single man, at the hall of 
assembly, they took their seats and awaited in fearful 
silence the anival of the governor. In a few moments the 
wooden leg of the intrepid Peter was heard in regular 
and stout-hearted thumps upon the staircase. He entered 
the chamber, arrayed in a full suit of regimentals, and car- 
rying his trusty toledo, not girded on bis thigh, hut tucked 
under his arm. As the governor never equipped himself in 
this portentous manner, unless something of martial nature 
were working within his fearless pericranium, his council 
regaixied him ruefully, as a very Janus, bearing fire and 
sword in his iron cuunteuance, and forgot to light their 
pipes in breathless suspense. 

The great Peter was as eloquent as he was valorous ; 
indeed, these two i-are qualities seemed to go hand in ' 
hand in his composition ', and, unlike most great states- 
men, whose victories are only confined to the bloodless 
field of argument, he was always ready to enfoixe his 
hardy words by no less hardy deeds. His speeches were 
generally marked by a simplicity, approaching to bluntnesSy 
and by truly categorical decision. Addressing the grand 
council, he touched briefly upon the perils and hardships 
he had sustained, in escaping fmm his crafty foes. He 
next reproached the council for wasting in idle debate 
and paity feuds tliat time which should have been devoted 
to their country. He was particularly indignant at those 
brawlers, who, conscious of individual security, had dis- 
graced the councils of the province, by impotent hectoringSy 
and scurrilous invectives, against a noble and a powerftil 
enemy — those cowardly cura, who were incessant in theii* 
barkings and yelping^ at the lion, while distant or asleep» 
but the moment he approached, were the first to skulk 
away. He now called on those who had been so valiant 
in their threats against Great Britain, to stand forth and 
support their vaunt ings by their actions— for it was deedi^ 
not words, that t>espoke the spirit of a nation. He pn^ 
ceeded to recal the golden days of former prosperity, 
which were only to be gained by manfully withstanding 
their enemies j for the peace, he ob8er?ed» which is effected 
by force of arms, is always more sure and durable than 
that which b patched up by temporary accommodatiousw 
He cndeiTOured, moreoTer, to arouse theU* masiUi €s«^ 

C€ 
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by iTmifiding them of the time, whenj before the frownin^r 
walU of fort Christina, he had led them on to victory. He 
iBtrove likewitie to awaken their confidence, by assuring 
them of the protection of St. Nicholas, who had hitherto 
maintained them in safety, amid all the savages of the 
wilderness, the witches and squatters of the east, and the 
giants of Alerry-land. Finally, he informed them of the 
insolent summons he had received, to surrender ; but con- 
cluded by swearing to defend the province as long as 
heaven was on his side, and he had a wooden leg to stand 
upon. Which noble sentence he emphasized by a tre- 
mendous thwack with the broad side of his sword upon 
the table, that totally electrified his auditors. 

The privy counsellors, who had long been accustomed 
to the governor's way, and in fact had been brought into 
as perfect discipline as were ever the soldiers of the great 
Frederic, saw that there was no use in saying a word-— 
so lighted their pipes and smoked away in silence like fat 
and discreet counsellors. But the bwgomasters being less 
under the governor''s control, considering themselves as 
representatives of the sovereign people, and being more- 
over inflated with considerable importance and sclf-suffici 
ency, which they had acquired at those notable schools of 
wisdom and molality, the populai* meetings— were not so 
easily satisfied. Mustering up fresh spirit, when they 
found there was some chance of escaping from their pi-e- 
•eat jeopardy, without the disagreeable alternative of 
fighting, they i^quested a copy of the summons to surren- 
der, that they might shew it to a general meeting of tlie 
people. 

So insolent and mutinous a request would have been 
.enough to have aroused the gorge of the tranquil Van 
Twiller himself— what then must have been its effect upon 
the great Stuyvesant, who was not only a Dutchman, a 
governor, and a valiant wooden-legged soldier to boot, but 
withal a man of the most stomachful and gunpowder dis- 
position. He burst forth into a blaze of noble indignation, 
to which the famous rage of Achilles was a mere pouting 
^I^HSwore not a mother^a son of them should see a syU 
lable of it^hat they deserved, every one ,of them, to be 
hanged f drawn, and quartered, for traitorously daring to 
•question the infa\Ub\\\t^ of government j that as to their 
^idwice or concurrence) he did ym>\. cax« ^N(>eK^ qC tobac^w 
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for either ; that be had lung been hai-assed and thwarted 
by their cowardly councils ; but that they might thence- 
forth go home, and go to bed like old women, for he was 
determined to defend the colony himself, without the as- 
sistance of them or then* adherents! So saying, he tucked 
bis sword under his arm, cocked his hat upon his head, 
and girding up his loins, stumped indignantly out of his 
council chamber, every body making room for him as he 
passed. 

No sooner had he gone than the busy burgomastera 
called a public meeting in front of the Stadt-house, where 
they appointed as chairman one Dofue Roerback, a mighty 
gineerbread.baker in the land, and formerly of the cabinet 
of William the Testy. He was looked up to with great 
reverence by the populace, who considered him a man 
of dark knowledge, seeing he was the first that imprinted 
new-year cakes with the mysterious hieroglyphics of the 
cock and breeches, and such like magical devices. 

This gredt burgomaster, who still chewed the cud of ill 
will against the valiant Stuyvesant, in consequence of hav- 
ing been ignominiously kicked out of his cabinet at the 
time of his taking the reins of government, addressed the 
greasy multitude in what is called a patriotic speech ', in 
which he informed them of the courteous summons to sur- 
render— >of the governor's refusal to comply therewith-— 
of his denying the public a sight of the summons, which, 
be had no doubt, contained conditions highly to the honour 
and advantage of the province. 

He then proceeded to speak of his excellency in hi^h 
sounding terms, suitable to the dignity and grandeur of 
bis station, comparing him to Nero, Caligula, and those 
other great men of yore, who are generally quoted by 
popular orators on similar occasions. Assuring the people 
that the history of the world did not contain a despotic 
outrage to equal the present for atrocity, cruelty, tyranny, 
and blood-thii*8tine8s ; that it would be recorded in letters 
of fire on the blood-stained tablet of history ! that ages 
would roll back with sudden horror, when they came to 
view it ! That the womb of time — (by the way your orators 
and writers take strange libeities with the womb of time, 
though some would fain have us believe that time is an old 
geutieman) — that the womb of time, pregnant as it was 
with direful lion-orM, would never produce a parallel enor- 

C G^ 
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mity!— with a variety of other heart-rending, soul-stirring 
tropes and figures, which 1 cannot enumerate. Neither^ 
indeed, need I, for they were exactly the same tliat are 
used in all popular harangues and patriotic orations at thr 
present day, and may be be classed in rhetoric under the 
gt:nera1 title of Rigmarole. 

The speech of this inspired burgomaster being finished, 
the meeting fell into a kind of popular fermentation, which 
produced not only a string of right wise resolutions, but 
likewise a most resolute memorial, addressed to the gover- 
nor, remonstrating at his conduct ; which was no sooner 
handed to him, then he handed it into the fire ; and thus 
deprived posterity of an invaluable document, that might 
have served as a precedent to the enlightened cobblers 
and tailors of the present day, in theu' sage intermeddlings 
with politics. 



CHAP. VII. 

Contaiiiing a doleful DUcuter of Anthony the Trumpeter; 
and how Peter 'Stuyvetant^ like a second Cromwell^ sud- 
denly dissolved a Rump Parliament. 

Now did the high-minded Pieter de Groodt shower down 
a paunier-load of benedictions upon his burgomasters, for 
a set of self-willed, obstinate, headstrong varlets, who 
would neither be convinced nor persuaded ; and deter- 
mined theuceforth to have nothing more to do with them, 
but to consult merely the opinion of his privy counsellors, 
which he knew from experience to be the best in the world, 
inasmuch as it never differed from his own. Nor did he 
omit, now that his hand was in, to bestow some thousand 
left-handed compliments upon the sovereign people, whom 
be railed at for a herd of poltroons, who had no relish for 
the glorious hardships and illustrious misadventures of 
battle— but would rather stay at home, and eat and sleep 
in ignoble ease, than g^in immortality and a broken head, 
by valiantly fighting in a ditch. 

Resolutely bent, however, upon defending his beloved 
city, ill despite even of itself, he called unto him his trusty 
Vuu Corlear^ who was bis v\^Vv\.-VmivA ma.ti vci^W. Ivoaes t^ 
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emergency. Him did he adjure to take his wai'-denoun- 
ciog trumpet, and mounting bis horse, to beat up the 
country, ni^ht and day — sounding the alarm along the 
pastoral borders of the Bronx — stai'tling the wild solitudes 
of Croton-— arousing the rugged yeomanry of Weehawk 
and Hoboeken — the mighty men of battle of Tappan Bay* 
— and the brave boys of Tarry town and Sleepy hollow — 
together with all the other warriors of the country round 
about \ charging them one and all, to sling their powder- 
horns, shoulder their fowling-pieces, and march merrily 
down to the Manhattoes. 

Now there was nothing in all the world, the divine sex 
excepted, that Anthony Van Coilear loved better than 
errands of this kind. So, just stopping to take a lusty 
dinner, and bracing to his side his junk-bnttlc, well charged 
with heart-in»piring Hollands, he issued jullily frum the 
city gate, that looked out upon what is at present called 
Broadway : sounding as usual a farewell strain, that rung 
in sprightly echoes through the winding streets of New- 
Amsterdam — Alas ! never more were they to be gladdened 
by the melody of their favourite trumpeter ! 

It was a dark and stormy night when the good Anthony 
arrived at the famous cieek (sagely denominated Haerlem 
river) which separates the island of Manna-hata from the 
main land. The wind was high, the elements were in an 
uproar, and no Charon could be found to ferry the adven- 
turous sounder of brass across the water. For a short 
time he vapoured like an impatient ghost upon the brink^ 
and then, bethinking himself of the urgency of his errand, 
took a hearty embrace of his stone bottle, swore most 
yalorously that he would swim acrosi^, en spijt den duyrel 
(in spite of the devil !) and daringly plunged into the 
stream. — Luckless Anthony ! scarce had be buffeted half- 
way over, when he was observed to struggle violently, at 
if battling with the spirit of the waters — instinctively he 
put his trumpet to bis mouth, and, giving a vehement 
blaMt, sunk tor ever to the bottom ! 

The potent clangour of his trumpet, like the ivory horn 
of the renowned Paladin Orlando, when expiring in the 
glorious field of Rouceevallcs, rung far and wide through 

• A corruption of Top-paun ; i^ called from a trib« o" ludian 
wiiictt ttowtled ISO fijj^btiag men.— See 0^\ivW» Vk\«\»\^. 
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the country, alarming the nei^bbours round, who harried 
in amazement to the spot. Here an old Dutch ImrgbeT) 
famed for his Teracity, and who had been a witness of the 
fact, relateil to them the melancholy affair; with the fear- 
ful addition (to which I am slow of giving belief), that he 
saw the duyvel, in the shape of a huge moss-bonker, seize 
the sturdy Anthony by the leg, and drag him beneath 
the. waves. Certain it is, the place, with the adjoining 
promontory, which projects into the Hudson, has been 
called Spijt den duyvely or Spiking duyvel, ever since— 
the restless ghost of the unfortunate Anthony still haunts 
the surrounding solitudes, and his trumpet has often 
been heard by the neighbours, of a stormy night, mingling 
with the howling of the blast. Nobody ever attempts 
to swim over the creek after dark ; on the contrary, a 
bridge has been built to guard agtUust such melaactu>ly 
accidents in future—- and as to moss-bonkei-s, they are ' 
held in such aUiorrence that no true Dutchman will admit 
them to hut table, who loves good fish, and hates the 
devil. 

Such was the end of Anthony Van Corlear — a man 
deserving of a better fate. He lived roundly and soundly, 
like a true and jolly bachelor, until the day of his death ^ 
but though he was never married, yet did be leave behind 
some two or three dozen children, in different parta 
of the country — fine chubby, brawling, fiatulent little 
urchins, from whom, if legends sp^k true (and they 
Bve not apt to lie), did descend the iiuiumenible race of 
editors, who people and dtfend this country, and who are 
bountifully paid by the people for keeping up a constant 
alarm — and making them miserable. Would that they 
inherited the worth, as they do the wjnd, of their ranowned 
progenitor! 

The tidings of this lamentable catastrophe imparted a 
severer pang to the bosom of Peter Stuyvcsant than did 
even the invasion of his beloved Amsterdam. It came 
ruthlessly home to those sweet affections that grow close 
around the heart, and are nourished by its warmest cur- 
rent. As some lone pilgrim wandering in trackless 
wastes, while the tempest whistles through his lucks, and 
dreary uight is gathering around, sees stretched, cold and 
ii/ri«8N, his faithful dog — l\%e t»o\*i couft^wvvaw oC his- jour 
^^yiug — who bad lUared Viu «vAVv«k^ \aK9i\) %.tA w» vivvna^ 
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licked Mb hand in humble gratitude ; — so did the gene, 
itma-bearted hero of the Manhattoet contemplate the 
untimely end of his faithful Anthony. He had been the 
bamble attendant of his footsteps — he had cheered him 
in many a heavy hour, by his honest gaiety ; and had 
followed him, in loyalty and affection, through many a 
scene of direful peril and mishap. He was gone for ever 
— and that too at a moment when every mongrel cur 
seemed skulking from his side. This, Peter Stuyvesant— 
this was the moment to try thy fortitude ; and this was the 
moment, when thou didst indeed shine Jbitb — Peter f Ac 
Headstrong. 

The glare of day had long dispelled the horrors of the 
last Ktormy night, still all was dull and gloomy. The 
late jovial Apollo hid his face behind lugubrious clouds* 
peeping out now and then for an instant, as if anxious, 
yet fearful, to see what was going on in hit favourite city. 
This was the eventful morning when the great Peter was to 
give his reply to the summons of the invaders. Already 
was he closeted with his privy council, sitting in grim 
state brooding over the fkte of his ftivourite trumpeter, 
and anon boiling with indignation as the insolence of his 
recreant burgomasters flashed npon his mind. While in 
thb slate of irritation, a courier arrived in all haste from 
Winthrop, the subtle governor of Connecticut, counselling 
him in (he most affectionate and disinterested manner to 
anrrender the province, and magnifying the dangers and 
calamities to which a refusal would subject him. What 
m moment was this to intrude officious advice upon a 
man who never took advice in his whole life ! The fiery 
old governor strode up and down the chamber, with a 
Tehemence that made the tnisoms of his counsellors to 
quake with awe, railing at his unlucky fate, that thus made 
him the constant butt of factious subjects and Jesuitical 
advisers. 

Jast at. this ill^bosen juncture, the officious burgo- 
masters, who were now completely on the watch, and had 
Keard of the arrival of mysterious dispatches, came march- 
ing in a resolute body into the room, with a legion of sche- 
pens and toad-eaters at their heels, and abruptly demanded 
m perusal of the letter. Thus to be broken in upim by what 
he esteemed a " rascal rabble,'* and Wial \s» %V ^weisvc^ 
mcMDeul he wa» griudiug under an unVaVvou \t^vi\ ^\s»ft 
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was too much for the spleen of the choleric Ptter 
tore the letter in a thousand pieces,* threw it in th 
of the nearest burgomaster, bruke his pipe over the 
of the next, hurled his spittinf^-box ut an unlucky sell 
who was just making a masterly retreat out at the doo 
finally prorogued the whole meeting sine diet by ki 
them down stairs with his wooden leg. 

As soon as the burgomasters could recover froi 
confusion uito which their sudden exit had thrown 
and had taken a little time to breathe, they protested a, 
the conduct of the governor, which they did nut he 
to pronounce tyrannical, unconstitutional, highly iud 
and somewhat disrespectful. They then called a ] 
meeting, where they read the protest, and addressiii 
assembly in a set speech, related at full length, ani 
appropriate colouring and exaggeration, the despot! 
vindictive deportment of the goveiiior ; declaring th 
their own parts, they did tiot value a straw the 
kicked, cuned, and mauled by the timber toe of hb 
lency, but they felt for the dignity of the sovereig^i p 
thus rudely insulted by the outrage committed on the 
of honour of their representatives. The lattei* part 
harangue had a violent effect upon the sensibility • 
people, as it came home at once to that delicacy of f 
and jealous pride of character vested in all true i 
who, though they may bear injuries without a mu 
yet are marvellously jealous of their sovereign di| 
and there is no knowing to what act of resenttnenf 
might have been provok^ against the redoubtable ' 
had not the greasy rogues been somewhat more aft 
their sturdy old governor than they were of St. Mic 
he English, or the D— — I himself. 

* Smith's History of N. Y. 
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CHAP. Vlll 



Mow Pettr Sfuyvetant defended the City of New Am- 
sterdam for several Days, by dint of the Strength of hie 

Head, 

There is gomething exceeding^ly sublime and melan- 
cboly ia the spectacle which the present crisis of our history 
presents. An illustrious and venerable little city, the 
metropolis of an immense extent of uninhabited country, 
^rrisoned • by a doughty host of oratora, chaiinnen, com- 
mitteemeny burgomasters, schepens, and old women, go- 
▼emed by a determined and strong.headed warrior, and 
fortified by. mud- batteries, palisadoes, and resolutions, 
bkickaded by sea, beleagured by land, and threatened 
with direful desolation from without, while its very vitals 
are torn with internal faction and commotion ! Never did 
historic pen record a page of more complicated distress, 
unless it be the strife that distracted the Israelites during 
the siege of Jerusalem, where discordant parties were cut* 
ting each olher*s throats, at the moment when the victorious 
legions of Titus had toppled down their bulwarks, and 
were carrying fire and sword into the very Sanctum Sane 
torum of the temple. 

Governor Stuyvesaot having triumphantly, as has been 
recorded, put his grand council to the rout, and thus de- 
livered himself from a multitude of impertinent advisers, 
despatched a categorical reply to the cummanders of the 
invadiug squadron ; wherein he asserted the right and 
title of their high mightinesses the lords states-general to 
the province of New Netherlands, and trusting in the 
righteousness of his cause, set the whole British nation at 
defiance! My anxiety to extricate my readers and myself 
firom those disastrous scenes prevents me from giving the 
whole of this gallant letter, which concluded in tlKsc manly 
and affectionate terms : 

• « As touching the threats in your conclusion, we have 
nothing to answer, only that we fear nothing but what 

God (who is as just as merciful) shall lay upon us all 

thin{(8 being in his gracious disposal —and we may as well 
be preserved by Him vUh tmoAl forces as by a great 
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army ; which makes us to wish you all happiness and 
prosperity, and recommend you to his protection. — My 
lords, your thrice humble and affectionate servant and 
fiiend, 

" P. Stuyvesant." 

Thus having resolutely thrown his gauntlet, the brave 
Peter stuck a pair of horse pistols in bis belt — girded an 
immense powder-horn on his side — thrust his sound leg 
into a Hessian boot — and clapping his fierce little war- 
bat on the top of his head, paraded up and down in front 
of his house, determined to defend his beloved city to the 
.ast. 

While these woful struggles and dissensions were 
prevailing in the unhappy city of New-Amsterdam, and 
while its worthy but ill-starred governor was framing the 
above quoted letter, the English commanders did not 
remain idle. They had agents secretly employed to 
foment the fears and clamours of the populace ; and 
moreover circulated far and wide» through the adjacent 
country, a proclamation, repeating the terms they had 
already held out 4n their summons to surrender, and 
beguiling the simple Netherlanders with the most crafty 
and conciliating professions. They promised that every 
man, who voluntarily submitted to the authority of his 
British majesty, should retaiu peaceable possession of his 
house, his vrouw, and his cabbage garden. That he should 
be suffered to smoke his pipe, speak Dutch, wear as many 
breeches as be pleased, and import bricks, tiles, and stone 
jugs from Holland, instead of manufacturing them on the 
gpot— that he should on no account be compelled to learn 
the English language, or keep accounts in any other way 
than by casting them up on his fingers, and chalking 
them down upon. the crown of his hat ; as is still olwervant 
among the Dutch yeomanry at the present day. llicn 
every man should be allowed quietly to inherit his father^s 
hat, coat, shoe buckles, pipe, and every other personal 
appendage ; and that no man should be obliged to con- 
foim to any improvements, inventions, or any other 
modern innovations ; but on the contrary should be pc^. 
mitted to build his house, follow his trade, manage his 
Arin, rear his hogs, awV eAucAle Viva cVMxe,xi^ V*^ci(iely 
M& bi» ancestors did before U\itt «vuc« \\mj&\ssaskVBi»vtX<-- 
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Finally, that be should have all the benefits of free trade , 
and should not be required to acknowledge any othtr 
saint iu the calendar than Saint Nicholas, who should 
thenceforward, as before, be considered the tutelar saint of 
the city. 

These terms, as may be supposed, appeared very satis- 
factory to Ihe people, who had a great disposition to enjoy 
their property unmolested, and a most singular aversion 
to engage in a contest where they could gain little more 
than honour aud broken heads— the first of which they 
held in philosophic indifference, the latter in utter detes-. 
tation. By these insidious means, therefore, did the 
English succeed in alienating the confidence and affection 
of the populace from their gallant old governor, whom 
they considered as obstinately bent upon running them 
into hideous misadventures ; and did not hesitate to speak 
their minds freely, and abuse him most heartily — behind 
his back. 

Like as a mighty grampus, who, though assailed and 
buffeted by roaring waves, and brawling surges, still keeps 
on an undeviating course j and though overwhelmed by 
boisterous billows, still emerges from the troubled deep, 
spouting and blowing with tenfold violence — so did the 
'nflexible Peter pursue, unwavering, his determined career, 
and rise contemptuous above the clamours of the rabble. 

But when the British warriors found by the tenor of 
his reply, that he set their power at defiance, they forth* 
with despatched recruiting officers to Jamaica and Jericho, 
and Nineveh, and Quag, and Patchog, and all those 
towns on Long Island, which had been subdued of yore 
by the immortal Stoffel Brinkerhoff ; stirring up the 
valiant progeny of Pieserved Fish, and Determined 
Cock, and those other illustrious squatters, to assail the 
city of New-Amsterdam by land. In the meanwhile the 
hostile ships made awful preparation to commence an 
assault by water. 

The streets of New- Amsterdam now presented a scene 
of wild dismay and consternation. In vain did the gal- 
lant Stuyvesant order the citizens to arm and assemble in 
the public square or market-place. The whole party of 
short pipes in the course of a tingle night had changed 
into arrant old women— a metamorphosis only to be naral- 
Jei«J by the prodigiet rccuitled b^ Uv^ <u havitt^ha^. 



too UinoWLY Of 

peued to Jtome at the approach of Hannibal ; when 
statues sweated in pure affright, goats were converted into 
sheep, and cocks turning into hens ran cackling about the 
streets. 

The harassed Peter, thus menaced from without and 
tormented from within — Imiled by the burgomasters and 
hooted at by the rabble — chafed and growled and raged, 
like a furious bear tied to a stake and worried by a legion 
of scoundrel curs. Finding, however, that all further 
attempts to defend the city were vain, and hearing that 
an in'uption of borderers and moss-troopers was ready 
to deluge him from the east, he was at length compelled, 
in spite of his proud heart, which swelled in his throat 
until it had nearly choked him, to consent to a treaty of 
suiTCuder. 

Words cannot express the transports of the people, on 
receiving this agreeable intelligence; had they obtained a 
conquest over their enemies, they could not have indulged 
greater delight. The streets resounded with their con- 
gratulations — thiey extolled their governor as the father 
and deliverer of bis country — they crowded to bis house 
to testify their gratitude, and were ten times more noisy 
in their plaudits, than when he returned, with victory 
p«t;hed upon his beaver, from the glorious capture of 
Fort Christina ; but the indignant Peter shut his doois 
and windows, and took refuge in the innermost recesses of 
his mansion, that he might not hear the ignoble rejoicings 
of the rabble. 

In consequence of this consent of the governor, a parley 
was demanded of the besieging forces to treat of the terms 
of surrender. Accordingly a deputation of six commis- 
sioners was appointed on both sides, and on the 27 th 
August, 1664, a capitulation highly favourable to the pro- 
vince, and honourable to Peter Stuyvesant, was agreed to 
by the enemy, who had conceived a high opinion of the 
valour of the men of the Manhattoes, and the magnanimity 
and unbounded discretion of their governor. 

One thing alone remained, which was, that the articles 
of surrender should be ratified and signed by the gover- 
nor. When the commissioners respectfully waited upon 
Mum for this purpose, they were received by the hardy old 
warrior with the most c^nm aivdi XAvVcv cckWvV«K<)« Uui 
mmriike accoutrements wei*e \«aA iisv^e— ^u ^^ Va^>»a-, 



new YOKK 301 

aifbt-goim was wrapped rouud his rug^ged limbs, a red 
nig^t-cap overahadowed his frowning brow, and an iron 
gray beard of three days* growth, gave an additional 
grimness to his visage. Thrice did he seize a little worn 
Out stump of a pen, and essay to sign a loathsome paper— 
thrice did he clinch his teeth, and make a most horrible 
countenance, as though a pestiferous dose of rhubarb^ 
senna, and ipecacuanha, had been offered to his lips; 
at length,- dashing it from him, he seized his brass hilted 
sword, and jerking it from the scabbard, swore by St» 
Nicholas, heM sooner die than yield to any power undo* 
heaven. 

In vain was every attempt to shake this sturdy resola 
tion^— menaces, remonstrances, revilings, were exhausted 
to no purpose ; for two whole days was the house of the 
valiant Peter besieged by the clamorous rabble, and for 
two whole days did he betake himself to his arms, and 
persist in a magnanimous refusal to ratify the capitulation 
—thus, like another Horatius Cocles, bearing the whoie 
brunt of war, and defending this modern Rome, with the 
prowess of bis single arm I 

At length the populace, finding that boisterous measnree 
did but incense more detei-mined opp«>sition, bethought 
themselves of an humble expedient, by which, haply, the 
govemor*s lofty ire might be soothed, and hb resolution 
undermined. And now a solemn and mournful proces 
sion, headed by the burgomasters and schepens, and fol- 
lowed by the populace, moves slowly to the governor*! 
dwelling, bearing the capitulation. Here they found the 
stout old hero, drawn up like a giant into his castle, the 
doors strongly barricadoed, and himself in full regimentals, 
with his cocked hat on bis head, firmly pott^ with n 
blunderbuss at the garret window. 

There was something in this formidable position that 
struck even the ignoble vulgar with awe and admiration» 
The brawling multitude could not but reflect with sel^ 
abasement, upon their own pusillanimous conduct, when 
they beheld their hardy but deserted old governor thus 
faithful to his post, like a forlorn hope, and fully prepared 
to defend his ungrateful city to the last. These oompanc- 
tiotts, however, were soon overwhelmed by the recarrinc 
tide of poblic apprehenaion. TU^ ^^>x\»r.^ vctw&asA^ 
fkeamarn before the house, uVVftf ^ ^«a\»s»^'^ 
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most respectful humility — Burgomaster Roerbai 
was of that popular class of orators, described by 
lust, as being ** talkative rather than eloquent," 
forth and addressed the goyei*nor in a speech ( 
hours* length ; detailing in the most pathetic U 
calamitous sisuation of the province, and urging 
a constant repetition of the same arguments and ^ 
sign the capitulation. 

The mighty Peter eyed him from his little gai 
dow in grim silence^-now aiid then his eye wouk 
over the surrounding rabble, and an indignant gi 
that of an angry mastiff, would mark his iron 
but though he was a man of most undaunted mettle- 
he had a heart as big as an ox, and a head tha 
have set adamant to scorn — yet after all he wa 
mortal :— -wearied out by these repeated oppositii 
this eternal haranguing, and perceiving that unless 
plied, the inhabitants would follow their inclina 
rather their fears, without waiting for his consent, 1 
ordered them to hand him up the paper. It was 
ingly hoibted to him on the end of a pole, am 
scrawled his name at the bottom of it, he anatb 
them all for a set of cowardly, mutinous, degenei 
trootts—- threw the capitulation at their heads, i 
down the window, and was heard stumping do« 
with the most vehement indignation. The rabble 
nently took to their heels ; even the burgomast 
not slow in evacuating the premises, fearing lest tl 
Pt^er might issue from his den, and greet them w 
unwelcome testimonial of his displeasure. 

Within three hours after the surrender a I 

British beef-fed warriors poured into New-Am 

taking possession of the fort and batteries, i 

might be heard from all quarters, the sound of i 

*made by the old Dutch burghers, who were busily ei 

nailing up their doora and windows, to protect the! 

from Uiese fierce barbarians, whom they contem| 

silent suUenness from the garret windows as they 

through the streets. 

Thus did Cktl. Richard Nichols, the commands 

British forces, entfr into quiet posae)&&io\i of the cc 

jr€tilm as iacum feneiu for the DuVe oi XotNl. TV 

frmm tiitended witli no otbor oiiirage lYoiu ^3ciaX q>S 
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theqAmeoC the province and its metropolis, which thence- 
forth were denominated New-York, and so have con- 
tinaed to be called unto the present day. The inhabitants, 
accordinf; to treaty, were allowed to maintain quiet pos- 
Beasion of their property ; but so inveterately did they 
retain their abhorrence to the British nation, that in a 
private meeting of the leading citizens, it was unani- 
mously determined never to ask any of their conquerors to 
dinner. 



CHAP. IX. 

ConiaiMing the dignified Retirement and mortal Surrender 
of Peter the Headstrong. 

Thus then I have concluded this great historical enter- 
prne ; but, before 1 lay aside my weary pen, there yet 
remains to be performed one pious duty. If, among the 
variety of readers that may peruse this book, there should 
haply be found an^ of those souls of true nobility, which 
glow with celestial fire at the history of the generous and 
the brave, they will doubtless be anxious to know the fate 
of the gallant Peter Stuyvesant. To gratify one such 
sterling heart of gold I would go more lengths than to in- 
struct the cold-blooded curiosity of a whole fraternity of 
philosophers. 

No sooner had that high-mettled cavalier signed the 
articles of capitulation, than, determined not to witness the 
humiliation of his favourite city, he turned his back on 
its walls and made a growling retreat to his Bouwery, or 
country-seat, which was situated about two miles off* ; 
where he passed the remainder of his days in patriarchial 
retirement. There he enjoyed that ti-anquillity of mind 
which he had never known amid the distracting cares of 
government ^ and tasted the sweets of absolute and uncon- 
trolled authority, which his factious subjects had so often 
dashed with the bitterness of opposition. 

No persuasions could ever induce him to revisit the city 
—on the contrary, he would always have his great arm- 
chair placed with its back to the windows which looked 
ia that direction ) until a thick grove of trees pfauitttd hgf 
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his own hand grew up and formed a screen that effectually 
excluded it from the prospect. He railed continually at 
the degenerate innovations and improvements introduced 
by the conquerors — forbade a word of their detested, 
language to be spoken in his family, a prohibition readily 
obeyed, since none of the household could speak any 
thing but Dutch — and even ordered a fine avenue to be cut 
down in front of his house, because it consisted of £uglish 
cherry trees. 

The same incessant vigilance, that blazed forth when 
he had a vast province under his care, now showed itself 
with equal vigour, though in narrower limits. He 
patrolled with unceasing watchfulness around the boun- 
daries of his little territory ; repelled every encroachment 
with intrepid promptness ; punished every vagrant depreda- 
tion upon his orchard or his /arm yard with inflexible seve- 
rity ; and conducted eveiy stray hog or cow in triumph to 
the pound. But to the indigent neighbour, the friendless 
stranger, or the weary wanderer, his spacious door was 
ever open, and his capacious fire-place, that emblem of 
bis own warm and generous heart, had always a corner to 
receive and cherish them. There was an exception to this, 
I must confess, in case the ill-starred applicant was an 
Englishman or a Yankee ; to whom though he might ex- 
tend the hand of assistance, he could never be brought to 
yield the rites of hospitality. Nay, if peradventnre some 
straggling merchant of the east, should stop at his door, 
with his cart load of tin ware or wooden bowls, the fiery 
Peter would issue forth like a giant from his castle, and 
make such a furious clattering among his pots and kettles, 
that the vender of *< notUmi'* was fain to betake himself to 
instant flight. 

His ancient suit uf regimentals, worn threadbare by the 
brush, were carefully hung up in the state bedchamber, 
and regularly aired the first fair day of every month ; and 
bis cocked hat and trusty swurd were suspended in grim 
repose over the parlour mantlepiece, forming supporters 
to a full length portrait of the renowQed Admiral Von 
Tromp. In his domestic empire he maintained strict dis- 
cipline and a well organized despotic government; but 
though bis own will was the supreme law, yet the good of 
hia Bubjecta was his constant object. H<& Hiatched over^ 
atn merely their immediaU «omiovVa) W\. V)ci€\x xbiski^ 
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and theft uftimate welfare ; for he gave them abundance 
of excellent admonition, nor could any of them complain 
that, when occasion required, he was by any means nig- 
gardly in bestowing wholesome correction. 

The good old Dutch festivals, those periodical demon- 
strations of an overflowing heart and a thankful spirit, 
which are falling into sad disuse among my fellow-citizens, 
were faithfully observed in the mansion of Governor Stuy- 
vesant. New year was truly a day of open-handed libe- 
rality, of jocund revelry, and warm-hearted congratulation 
—when the bosum seemed to slvell with genial good- 
fellowship 'y and the plenteous table was attended with an 
unceremonious freedom, and honest broad-mouthed mer- 
riment, unknown in these days of degeneracy and refine- 
ment. Paas and Pinxter were scrupulously observed 
throughout his dominions ; nor was the day of St. Nicholas 
suffered to pass by without making presents, hanging the 
stocking in the chimney, and complyine with all its other 
ceremonies. 

Once a year, on the first day of April, he used to array 
him»elf in full regimentals, being the anniversary of his 
triumphal entry into New-Amsterdam, after the conquest 
of New-Sweden. This was always a kind of Saturnalia 
among the domestics, when they considered themselves at 
liberty in some measure to say and do what they pleased j 
for on this day their master was always observed to un- 
oend, and become exceeding pleasant and jocose, sending 
the old gray-headed negroes on April fools* errands for 
pigeon^s milk ; not one of whom but allowed himself to be 
taken in, and humoured his master's jokes as became 
a faithful and well disciplined dependant. Thus did he 
reign, happily and peacefully on his own land-— iiguring 
no man— envying no man— molested by no outward 
strifes — perplexed by no internal commotions ; — and the 
mighty monarchs of the earth, who were vainly seeking to 
maintain peace, and promote the welfare of mankind, by 
war and desolation, would have done well to have made 
a voyage to the little island of Manna-bata, and learned a 
lesson in government from the domestic economy of Peter 
Stuyvesant. 

In process of time, however, the old governor, like a)! 
other children of mortality, began to exhibit evident 
tokeas of decay. Like au a^ed oak, which, though it long 
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has braved the fury of the elements, and still retains its 
gifi^ntic proportions, yet begins to shake and groan witb 
every blast— so the gallant Peter, though he still bore the 
port and semblance of what he was in the days of his har- 
dihood and chivalry, yet did age and infirmity begin to 
sap the vigour of his frame; but his heart, that most un- 
conquerable citadel, still triumphed unsubdued. With 
matchless avidity would he listen to every article of intet- 
hgence concerning the battles between the English and 
Dutch.— Still would his pulse beat high wheajrer he 
heard of the victories of De Ruyter ; and his countenance 
lower, and his eye-brows knit, when fortune turned in 
favour of the English. At length, as on a cei*tain day, he 
bad just smoked his fifth pipe, and was napping after din- 
ner, in his arm chair, conquering the whole British nation 
in bis dreams, he was suddenly aroused by the fearful ring- 
ing of bells, rattling of drums and roaring of cannon, that 
put all his blood in a ferment. But when he learned that 
these rejoicings uvere in honour of a great victory obtained 
by the combined English and French £eets over the brave 
De Ruyter and the younger Von Tromp, it went so much 
to his heart, that he took to his bed, and in less than three 
days was brought to death*s door by a violent cholera 
morbus ! But even in thi^ extremity he still displayed the 
unconquerable spirit of Peter the Headstrong ', holding 
out, to the laot gasp, with the most inflexible obstinacy, 
against a whole wrmy of old women, who we/e bent upon 
driving the enemy out of his bowels, after a true Dutch 
mode of defence, by inundating the seat of war with cat- 
nip and pennyroyal. .' 

While he thus lay, lingering on the verge of dissolu- 
tion, news was brought him, that the brave Ruyter had 
sufSfered but little loss— had made good his retreat— and 
meant once more to meet the enemy in battle. The clos- 
ing eye of the old warrior kindled at the words— he partly 
raised himself in bed— a flash of martial fii'e beamed across 
his visage— he clinched his withered hand as if he felt 
within his gripe that swoi*d which waved in triumph before 
the walls of Fort Christina, and, giving a grim smile of 
exultation, sunk back upon his pillow, and expired. 

Thus died Peter Stuyvesant, a valiant soldier, a loyal 
fubject, an upright governor, and an honest Dutchman— 
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who wanted only a few empires to deeolate, to have been 
ioimoi'talized as a hero ! 

His funeral obsequies were celebrated with (he utmost 
grandeur and solemnity. The town was perfectly emptied 
of its inhabitants, who crowded iti throng to pay the last 
sad honours to their g^ood old governor. All his sterlii^ 
qualities rushed in full tide upon their recollections, while 
the memory of his foibles and bis faults had expired with 
him. The ancient burghers contended who should have 
the privilege of bearing the 'pall-- the populace strove who 
should walk nearest to the bier — and the melancholy pro- 
cession was closed by a number of grey-headed negroes, 
who had wintered and summered in the household of their ' 
departed master for the greater part of a century. 

With sad and gloomy countenances, the multitude 
gathered round the grave. They dwelt with mournful hearts 
on the sturdy virtues, the signal services, and the gallant 
exploits of the brave old worthy. They recalled, with 
secret upbraidings, their own factious oppositions to bis 
government^and many an ancient burgher, whose phleg- 
matic features had never been known to relax, nor his ey^ls 
to moisten, was n»w observed to puff a pensive pipe, and 
the big drop to steal down his cheek — while he muttered, 
with affectionate accent and melancholy shake of heady 
— " Well den ! — Hard-koppig Peter ben fone at last." 

His i*emains were deposited in the family vault, under 
a chapel, which he had piously erected oo his estate, and 
dedicated to St. Nicholas — aiid which stood on the iden-i 
tical spot at present occupied by St- Mark^s Ciiuit:h, where 
his tombstone is still to be seen. His estate or Bouwery^ 
as it was called, has ever continued in the |>ussession of 
his descendants ; wlio, by the uniform integrity of their 
conduct, and their strict adherence to the customs and 
manners that prevailed in the ^ good old timetj'^ have 
proved themselves worthy of their illustriout ancestor. 
Many a time and oft has the farm been haunted at oight 
by enterprising money diggers, in quest of pots of gokl 
said to have been buried by the old gOTemor— though I 
cannot learn that any of them has ever been euriched 
by their researches— «od who is there, amoag my native- 
bom fellow citizens, that does not remember, when in the 
mischievous days of his boyhood, he conceived it a g>vttt 
exploit to rob ** StuyvesaaCs ordiAcd^ oiik ^ bAWlvi ^S\xx«^ 
ifoua.' 
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At this stroni^ hold of the family may still be teen cer- 
tain memorials of the immortal Peter. His full length 
portrait frowns in martial terrors from the parlour wall— 
his cocked hat and sword still hang up in the best bed. 
room. His brimstone-coloured breeches were for a long 
while suspended in the hall, until some years since they 
occasioned a dispute between a new mai'ried couple. And 
bis silver mounted wooden leg is still treasured up in the 
store room as an invaluable rellque. 



CHAP. X. 

The Avihor^i RefleetUma upon what has been said. 

Among the numerous events, which are each in their torn . 
the most direful and melancholy of afl possible occur- 
rences, in your interesting and authentic history, there 
is none that occasions such, deep and heart-rending grief, 
as the decline and fall of your renowned and mighty em- 
pires. Where is the reader who can contemplate without 
emotion, the disastrous events by which the gi-eat dynas- 
ties of the world have been extinguished ? While wan- 
dering, in imagination, among the gigantic ruins of states 
and empires, a\id marking the tremendous convulsions 
that wrought their overthrow, the bosom of the melan- 
choly inquirer swells with sympathy commensurat-e to the 
sun'ounding desolation. Kingdoms, principalities, and 
powers, have each had their rise, their progress, and their 
down^lU- each in itsfum.has swayed a potent sceptre — 
each has returned to its primeval nothingness ; — and thus 
did it fare with the empire of their high mightinesses, at 
the Manhattoes, under the peaceful reign of Walter th^ 
Doubter — the fretful reign of William the Testy — and the 
chivalric reign of Peter the Headstrong. 

Its history is fruitful of instruction, and worthy of being 

pondered over attentively j for it is by thus raking among 

the ashes of departed greatness, that the sparks of true 

knowledge are found, and the lamp of wisdom illuminated. 

Let then the reign of Walter the Doubter warn against 

yielding to that sleek, contented serurity, that overween- 

iuf: fondneaa for comfort and vepo&C) C^aX. «x« v^oduced by 

a vtAle of prosperity and peace. 'Wiesfc \«cA, \» >a.\\\3«r»^ 

» iiatiou, to destroy Us prVde aud c\«.v««XKt \ \ft x^soAaV 
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patient of insult, deaf to the calls of honour and of justice ; 
and cause it to cling to peace, like the sluggard to. his 
pillow, at the expense of every valuable duty and conside- 
ration. Such supineness insures the very evil from which 
It shrinks. One right yielded^ up produces the usurpa- 
tion of a second ; one encroachment passivity suffered 
makes way for another ; and the nation that thus, through 
a doting love of peace, has sacrificed honour and interest, 
will at length have to fight fur existence. 

Let the disastrous reign of William the Testy serve as a 
salutary warning against that fitful, feverish mode of legis- 
lation, that acts without system ; depends on shifts and 
projects, and trusts to lucky contingencies ; that hesitates 
and wavers, and at length decides with the rashness of 
ignorance and imbecility. That stoops for popularity by 
courting the prejudices, and flattering the arrogance, 
rather than commanding the respect of the rabble. That 
aeeks safety in a multitude of counsellors, and distracts 
itself by a variety of contradictory schemes and opinions. 
That mistakes procrastination for deliberate wariness- 
hurry for decision— starveling parsimony for whulesooM 
economy— bustle for business— and vapouring for valour. 
That is violent in council, sanguine in expectation, preci- 
pitate in action, and feeble in execution. That under- 
takes enterprises without forethought, enters upon them 
without preparation, conducts them without energy, aud 
ends them in confusion and defeat. 

Let the reign of the good Stuyvesant show the effectn 
of vigour and decision, even when destitute of cool judg- 
ment, and surrounded by perplexities. Let it show how 
frankness, probity, and high sou led courage, will command 
respect and secure honour, even where success is unat- 
tainable. But, at the same time, let it caution against a 
too ready reliance on the good faith of others, and a too 
honest confidence in the loving professions of powerful 
neigbboui-s, who are must friendly when they most meaa 
la betray. Let it teach a judicious attention to the opU 
siouH and wishes of the many, who, in times of perils 
must be soathed aud led, or apprehension will overpower 
tl>c deference to authority. 

Let the empty wordiness of his fiictious subjects-^their 
intemperate harangues— tlieir violent '* resolutions**— their 
becloriugB mgaltut an abseul cnem^) and \\m« i^MulUnv 
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mity on hb approach — teach us to distrust and deipise 
those clamorous patriots, whose courage dwells but in the 
tongue. Let them serve as a lesson to repress that inso- 
lence of speech, destitute of real force, which too often 
breaks forth in popular bodies, and bespeaks the yanity 
rather than the spirit of a nation. Let them caution us 
against vaunting too much of our own power and prowess, 
and reviling a noble enemy. True gallantly of soul would 
always lead us to treat a foe with courtesy and proud 
punctilio ; a contrary conduct but takes from the merit of 
victory, and renders defeat doubly disgraceful. 

But 1 cease to dwell on the stores of excellent example 
to be drawn from the ancient chronicles of the Manhat- t 
toes. He who reads attentively will discover the threads 
of gold, which run throughout the web of history, and are 
invisible to the dull eye of ignorance. But before I con- 
elude, let me point out a solemn warning, furnished in the 
subtle chain of events by which the capture of Fort Casimir 
has produced the present convulsions of our globe. 

Attend then, gentle reader, to this plain deduction, 
which if thou art a king, an emperor, or other powerful 
potentate, I advise thee to treasure up in thy heart, though 
little expectation have 1 that my work will fall into such 
hands ; for 'well I know the care of crafty ministers, to 
keep all grave and edifying books of the kind out of the 
way of unhappy monarchs, lest, peradventure, they should 
read them and learn wisdom. 

By the treacherous surprisal of Fort Casimir then did 
the crafty Swedes enjoy a transient triumph ; but drew 
upon their heads the vengeance of Peter Stuyvesant, who 
wrested all New- Sweden from their hands. By the 
conquest of New^weden, Peter Stuyvesant aroused the 
claims of Lord Baltimore; who appealed to the cabinet 
of Great Britain; who subdued the whole province of 
New Netherlands. By this great achievement the whole 
extent of North America, from Nova Scotia to the Flori- 
das, was rendered one entii-e dependency upon the British 
crown ; but mark the consequence. The hitherto scat- 
tered colonies being thus consolidated, and having no 
rival colonies to check or keep them in awe, waxed great 
and powerful ; and, finally, becoming too strong for the 
mother CQuntryy were enabled to shnke off its bonds, and 
by a glorious revolution became au vckde.^«oi!i«iil cgk^Ssa^ 
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But (he chain of effects stopped not here ; tht suocessfvl 
"evolut'on in America produced the sanguinary revolniioo 
in France, which produced the puissant Buonaparte, who 
produced the French despotism, which has thrown the 
whole world in confusion ! — Thus have these great power* 
heen successively punished for their ill-starred conquettt ; 
and thus, as I asserted, have ail the present convolsions^ 
revolutions, and disastera that overwhelm mankind, ori- 
ginated in the capture of the little Fort Ca8imir,a8 recorded 
in this eventful history. 

And now, worthy reader, ere I take a sad farewell— 
which, alas ! must be for ever— willingly would 1 part in 
cordial fellowship, and bespeak thy kind-hearted remem* 
brance. That I have not written a better history of the 
days of the patriarchs is not my fault— -had any other per- 
son written one as good, 1 should not have attempt^ it 
at all — that many will hereafter spring up and surpass me 
in excellence, I have very little doubt, and still less care ; 
well knowing, that when the great Christovallo Colon 
(who is vulgarly called C!olumbus) had once stood hii 
egg upon its end, every one at table could stand his up 
a thousand times more dexterously. Should any reader 
find matter of offence in this history, I should heartily 
grieve, though I would on no account question his pene- 
tration, by telling him he is mistaken — his good nature 
by telling him he is captious— or his pure conscience, by 
telling him he is startled at a shadow. Surely, if he is so 
ingenious in finding offence where none is intended, it were 
a thousand pities be should not be suffered to enjoy the 
benefit of his discovery. 

1 have too high an opinion of the understanding of my 
fellow.citizens, to think of yielding them any instructi<iii» 
and I covet too much their good will, to forfeit it by 

Siving them good advice. I am none of those cynics who 
espise the world, because it despises them — on the con- 
trary, though but low in its regard, I luok up to it with 
the most perfect good nature, and my only sorrow is, that 
it does not prove itself more worthy of the unbounded love 
I bear it. 

If, however, in this my historic production — the scanty 
fruit of a long and laborious life — 1 have failed to gratify 
the dainty palate of the age, I can only lament m^ o\vb- 
ftirtniie— /or it is too late in iVie aeaaoul^T t&i^ v««&N» 
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hope to tS^r it. Already has witheriog a^ showered 
his sterile snows upou my brow ; in a little while, and this 
l^ental warmth, which still lingers around my heart, and 
throbs— worthy reader — throbs kindly towards thyself, 
will be chilled fur ever. Haply this frail compound of 
dust, which while alive may haye given birth to nought 
but unprofitable weeds, may form an humble sod of the 
valley, from whence may sprmg many a sweet-wild-flowery 
to adorn my beloved island of Manua-hata ! 



r III It. 
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